Has humanity's handiwork pushed Earth into a new epoch? 


Adam Vaughan Environment Editor 


The world has taken a significant step 
towards entering a new geological 
epoch defined by humanity's impact. 

A forest-fringed lake on the outskirts 
of Toronto was selected by geologists 
yesterday as the best place to show that 
the Anthropocene has begun. 

An epoch is one of the smaller geo- 


logical units of time, ranging in length 
from thousands to tens of millions of 
years. Many experts believe that hu- 
manity's burning of coal, nuclear weap- 
onstesting, plastic pollution, use of con- 
crete and fishing have altered the plan- 
etso much we are now in a new epoch. 

Earth has been in the Holocene 
epoch for about 12,000 years, a period 
with temperatures stable enough for 
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civilisation to flourish. But this could 
make way forthe Anthropocene, which 
is believed to have started in the 1950s. 

Geologists selected Crawford Lake in 
Canada as the best location globally to 
mark the birthplace of the Anthropo- 
cene because the sediments preserved 
at the bottom hold a record of human- 
ity's impact. The small lake — roughly 
the size of three football pitches and 24 
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metres deep — won several rounds of 
voting by 34 geologists from the An- 
thropocene Working Group (AWG). 
The team, made up of experts from 
around the world, chose Crawford from 
12 potential sites, including a Japanese 
bay and an Australian coral reef. 

The announcement in Berlin is a 
significant step towards formally estab- 
lishing a new epoch, the AWG said. 
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Colin Waters, the groups chairman 
from the University of Leicester, said 
evidence from across the sites "shows 
you that there is this very significant, 
very rapid change to the environment." 
The International Commission on 
Stratigraphy, the arbiter of geological 
units oftime, is dueto vote next year on 
whether to adopt the new epoch. 
Lake reveals human impact, page 11 


Dating app 
user "was 


ent abuse 
by BBC star’ 


Presenter urged to identify himself amid new claims 


Alex Farber Media Correspondent 
Ben Ellery 
Fiona Hamilton Crime Editor 


A young person has approached the 
BBC with claims they felt threatened by 
the presenter at the centre of a scandal 
about paying for explicit pictures. 

The individual, who is in their early 
twenties, told BBC News that they were 
first contacted anonymously by the 
high-profile male presenter via a dating 
app. They say they were pressured to 
meet up but declined and were then 
threatened with abusive, expletive- 
filled messages when they hinted that 
they might expose the star online. 

The presenter is already facing accu- 
sations of wrongdoing after the mother 
of another young person claimed they 
had been paid £35,000 by the star for 
explicit images, which had been used to 
fund a crack cocaine addiction. 

Last night a separate 23-year-old per- 
son told The Sun that the presenter had 
visited them for one hour during the 
Covid lockdown in February 2021. 
They told the newspaper that they first 
met on a dating app and after exchang- 
ing messages on WhatsApp, which The 
Sun claims to have seen, the pair met at 
the person’s home outside London. 

“Twas quite shocked that he broke the 
rules,” they told the newspaper. “We 
just chatted. He was obsessed with me 
making him a cup of tea.” 

The presenter allegedly made three 
payments of £200 each to the person, 
the newspaper said, adding that the 


claims had been put to the presenter. 

Responding to the latest allegation, a 
BBC source told The Times: “That Sun 
story [is] not good at all. It’s so hard to 
know how to deal with this as the BBC. 
Nightmares every way we turn.” 

Yesterday Jeremy Vine, the Radio 2 
host, called on the presenter to identify 
himself to stop other BBC stars from 
being falsely accused. 

He said: “He should now come for- 
ward publicly. These new allegations 
will result in yet more vitriol being 
thrown at perfectly innocent col- 
leagues of his. And the BBC, which I’m 
sure he loves, is on its knees with this.” 

Rishi Sunak, the prime minister, has 
intervened in the controversy, calling 
the original claim “shocking” in re- 
sponse to questions during his trip to 
Lithuania for a Nato summit. 

Tim Davie, director-general of the 
BBC, published the corporations 
annual report yesterday. The virtual 
event was dominated by questions over 
the broadcaster’s handling of the scan- 
dal. In a press conference he said the 
BBC would consider overhauling its 
“red flag” processes surrounding serious 
complaints about top stars. 

As Davie set out a detailed timeline of 
events involving the initial complaint, 
first reported in The Sun last week, it 
emerged that the BBC did not speak to 
the presenter about the allegations 
after they were first made in May. They 
were raised with the star only last week 
as the newspaper prepared to publish 
Continued on page 2 
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President Zelensky of Ukraine and his wife, Olena Zelenska, arrive for a dinner 
hosted by President Nauseda of Lithuania during the Nato summit in Vilnius 


Zelensky hits 
out at Natos 
‘vague’ offer 
for Ukraine 


George Grylls 
Defence Correspondent in Vilnius 
Oliver Moody 


President Zelensky has denounced the 
“absurd” decision to not offer a clear 
timetable for Ukraine to join Nato once 
the war with Russia is over. 

The Ukrainian president arrived in 
Vilnius yesterday for the Nato summit 
after western countries refused to offer 
Kyiv an unconditional route to joining 
the defensive alliance. 

Zelensky’s car was met with applause 
as it drove through the cobbled streets 
of the capital of Lithuania, which was 
part of the Soviet Union until 1990, and 
large crowds turned out to watch him 
deliver an emotional speech. 

He expressed his deep disappoint- 
ment, however, at the “vague wording” 
of a joint communiqué issued by Nato 
leaders after the US and Germany 
refused to set out a timetable for 
Ukraines admittance. Kyiv had been 
lobbying for the text to go further but 
the final statement simply said that 
“Ukraine future is in Nato” with a 
promise to “extend an invitation to 
Ukraine to join the alliance when allies 
agree and conditions are met”. 

Zelensky said: “I travelled here today 
with faith in a solution, with faith in our 
partners, with faith in a strong Nato.” 

He tweeted that Ukraine “deserves 
respect” and that it was “unprecedent- 
ed and absurd" for it to be invited to join 
Nato with no timeline attached. 

Rishi Sunak said Ukraine's “rightful 
place” was in Nato but refused to set out 
a timeframe. The prime minister told 
reporters on the flight to Lithuania: 
“The Ukrainians themselves and the 
defence minister have said that’s not a 
question for right now while they’re in 
the midst of a conflict.” 

Sunak has announced a new package 
of military aid for Ukraine that will 
include more than 70 combat and logis- 
tics vehicles as well as a new batch of 
shells tipped with depleted uranium to 
use in Challenger 2 tanks. 

Britain seeks to reassure Kyiv, page 8 
Putin wanted less Nato — he’s now 
getting more, leading article, page 23 
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Today's 


Lisa Nandy, shadow levelling-up secretary 
Scarlet Howes, reporter for The Sun 


Two Door Cinema Club's Kevin Baird 
and manager Colin Schaverien on the 


Sunak backs Gove over lifting 
pollution curbs on new homes 


impact of Brexit on touring 


The actor David Tennant, right, talks 
about the second series of Good Omens 


Dorothy Estrada-Tanck, chairwoman of 
the UN's group on discrimination against 
women, on the situation in Afghanistan 
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May attacks 
migration bill 


Theresa May warned 
the Commons that 
legislation to tackle 
migrant crossings of 
the Channel would 
"consign more people 
to slavery". MPs 
rejected a string of 
changes made by the 
Lords to the 
governments Illegal 
Migration Bill. Page 6 


days since Wall Street Journal 
reporter Evan Gershkovich 
was detained in Russia 


105 
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Microsoft and 
watchdog truce 


A truce has been 
declared in court 


Staff afraid of 
Biden’s temper 


President Biden is so 
prone to angry 


Primary pupils 
falling behind 


Primary school pupils 
in England are still 
doing worse than 
before the pandemic in 
maths and writing 
while reading has 
stalled, official test 
results show. Fewer 
than three fifths are 
reaching the expected 
standard in all of the 
three Rs. Page 10 


Mortgages near 
‘tipping point’ 
Nationwide, Britain’s 
biggest building 
society, has warned 
that rising mortgage 
rates are near a 
"tipping point" beyond 
which switching to an 
interest-only deal will 
not soften the blow for 
households. Rates on 
two-year deals have hit 
6.66 per cent. Page 16 


TN 
We had to cut 
deal, says PGA 


PGA Tour officials 
have told a US Senate 


outbursts behind the proceedings between committee that LIV 
scenes that some Microsoft and the UK's | Golf's Saudi backers 
White House staff are competition watchdog | could "gut us in five 
now afraid to face him | as they attempt to years" if it had not 


alone. Two authors 
who have interviewed 
staff say that the US 
president's anger tends 
to flare up when he 
feels boxed in. Page 25 


reach an agreement 
over the software 
giant's $69 billion 
takeover of Activision 
Blizzard, the gaming 
company. Page 29 


negotiated a peace 
deal with the country's 
sovereign wealth fund. 
They accused LIV of 
"attempting to destroy 
golf". Page 64 


COMMENT 19 WORLD 24 SPORT 53 
THUNDERER 20 BUSINESS 29 CROSSWORD 64 
LEADING ARTICLES 23 REGISTER 43 TV & RADIO TIMES2 
FOLLOW US 


@thetimes @timesandsundaytimes (S)thetimes 


OFFER 
Save up to 30% with a subscription to 


The Times and The Sunday Times 
THETIMES.CO.UK/SUBSCRIBE 


THE WEATHER 
ve © 
S y 
D À 
© Fá 00 
se Cei 


Showers or longer spells of rain, 
turning heavy and thundery at 
times. Full forecast, page 52 
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Oliver Wright, Adam Vaughan 


Rishi Sunak has backed plans to lift a 
ban imposed by the environment 
watchdog that is blocking the construc- 
tion of tens of thousands of properties. 

The Times understands that the 
prime minister has intervened in a 
stand-off between Michael Gove, the 
housing secretary, and Thérése Coffey, 
the environment secretary, over rules 
imposed by Natural England that have 
brought housing developments to a 
halt across large swathes ofthe country. 

More than 70 councils have had to 
block up to 120,000 new homes 
because of concerns about the potential 
additional pollution of local rivers. 

Under so-called nutrient neutrality 
rules, developers can only get planning 
permission if they offset the impact of 
extra sewage from new homes by work- 
ing elsewhere in the catchment area to 
balance out the additional pollution. 
That typically involves creating wet- 
lands to strip out excess nitrogen and 
phosphate pollution in rivers. 

Water companies are due to upgrade 
treatment works to reduce the issue, 
but critics warn that the government 
needs to take action faster to unblock 


developments 
election. 

Asenior government source said that 
Sunak was “minded” to support a move 
by Gove to change the law to allow dev- 
elopments to go ahead in advance of 
sewage treatment works being up- 
graded, expected to be included in the 
Levelling-up and Regeneration Bill 
now going through parliament. 

Sunak’s intervention follows months 
of wrangling between Gove’s levelling- 
up department, responsible for hous- 
ing, and Coffey’s environment depart- 
ment, Defra. One government source 
said “it would be fair to say that Michael 
and Thérèse don't see eye to eye on 
this”, adding that Defra was worried 
about a “backlash from the environ- 
mental movement”. The Times' Clean 
It Up campaign has also urged the 
government to keep the rules. 

Tony Juniper, chairman of Natural 
England, said: “Nutrient neutrality is 
established in law and has been tested 
in the courts. It rightly prevents waste- 
water from new housing developments 
adding to pollution in areas inter- 
nationally protected because of their 
unique value to nature and wildlife." 

He added: “We simply cannot halt 


before the general 


and reverse the decline in nature or 
improve the quality of our rivers — as 
the government has legally committed 
itself to doing and is rightly demanded 
by the public — if we don't mitigate the 
impact of pollution sources." 

Water campaigners said that ditch- 
ing the protections would be disastrous 
in areas already under pressure from 
sewage and farm pollution, with only 
14 per cent of English rivers considered 
to be in "good" ecological condition. 

James Wallace, chief executive of 
River Action, a charity that supports 
community river groups around the 
country, said: “It is absolutely absurd for 
the government to roll back on this." 

However, a spokesman for the Home 
Builders Federation said that a failure 
to act would have a devastating impact 
on pressing housing needs, adding: 
"Builders are going out of business and 
around 145,000 desperately needed 
homes are on hold, despite the fact that 
their construction would have a negli- 
gible impact on river pollution." 

A government spokesman said: "We 
recognise the urgency of this issue and 
have taken substantial steps to both 
unlock housing and address the under- 
lying causes of nutrient pollution." 


MP’s Hong Kong meeting 
‘targeted by Chinese spy’ 


Debbie White 


Aspy under the direction of China tried 
to gatecrash a private House of Com- 
mons meeting with Hong Kong dissi- 
dents, pro-democracy campaigners 
have claimed. 

When questioned about his at- 
tempted entry to the invitation-only 
talks in a committee room, he replied 
that he was a tourist who had been di- 
rected to the secluded area as part of an 
official tour, it was reported last night. 

The alleged spy also provided a name 
not on the approved list and refused to 
say who he was representing, according 
to the Daily Mail. The brief stand-off, 
which ended with the man’s departure 
from the Houses of Parliament, took 
place at a meeting addressed by the 
British-based activists Christopher 
Mung and Finn Lau. Authorities in the 
former British territory have issued 
arrest warrants for Lau and Mung, as 
well as six other activists who fled to 
Britain, the United States, Canada and 
Australia, for alleged breaches of the 
national security law imposed by 
Beijing. China has accused Britain of 
harbouring “fugitives” wanted by Hong 


Kong after police offered bounties of 
£100,000 for information leading to the 
capture of eight pro-democracy 
activists based overseas. 

On July 5, Bob Seely, 57, the Tory MP, 
hosted a private briefing on the situa- 
tion in Hong Kong, attended by around 
200 politicians, peers, journalists and 
campaigners. The meeting was held in 
committee room 19 on the top floor, far 
from the areas usually visited by tour- 
ists, said the newspaper, and some 
Hong Kongers had covered their faces 
during the event, as they feared for 
their safety. Seely, a member of the for- 
eign affairs committee, said: “If this was 
a Chinese Communist Party spy, then it 
is yet another example of this regime's 
cack-handed, malign incompetence. It 
would be completely inappropriate for 
Beijing to send an operative to intimi- 
date or record people inside a private 
parliamentary event.” 

Lau was adamant that the man was a 
“CCP informer" given the rooms loca- 
tion and his response when challenged. 
He did not believe it was a coincidence 
“that a random Chinese tourist was 
outside the room at the exact right time 
... attempting to access the event”. 


Royal Mail 
staff accept 
1096 pay deal 


Royal Mail workers have voted over- 
whelmingly to accept a deal to end a 
long-running dispute over pay, jobs 
and conditions. 

The Communication Workers Union 
(CWU) said that 75 per cent of those 
voting were in favour. The union said 
the vote signalled the end of the dis- 
pute, which resulted in more than 
115,000 workers taking 18 days of strike 
action in the final quarter of last year. 

The pay agreement included a 10 per 
cent salary increase and a one-off lump 
sum of £500. The union said: "This has 
been the most challenging period in 
both the history of the union and the 
company. 

"Far from being an endorsement of 
the actions of Royal Mail Group, this 
result will be the start of the union 
reconnecting in every workplace.” 

Royal Mail said: "The agreement 
provides Royal Mail a platform for the 
next phase of stabilising the business 
whilst continuing to drive efficiencies." 
Acas, the conciliation service, said: “We 
are pleased to have helped the CWU 
and Royal Mail reach an agreed deal” 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 
BBC star 'sent abusive messages 


its interview with the family. Davie ad- 
mitted that its investigations unit had 
made only two unsuccessful attempts 
to contact the family in the interim. 

The BBC first reported the allega- 
tionstothe Metropolitan Police on July 
7. The London force has instructed the 
BBC to pause its internal inquiry while 
it assesses whether or not to begin a 
criminal investigation. 

Ifthe presenter obtained sexually ex- 
plicit images of the young person when 
they were under 18, that could be inves- 
tigated as a possible criminal offence. 

It has also emerged that a second 
police force was contacted three 
months ago about claims involving the 
presenter and the same young person 
but concluded there was no criminality. 


One senior BBC insider said that the 
mood inside New Broadcasting House 
was becoming increasingly “fraught”. 

“Everyone feels a bit blindsided. 
People are deeply frustrated that the 
BBC has become the story,” he said. 
“Tim's comments today helped to clear 
up some of the questions but he still 
hasnt answered everything. People 
genuinely don't know what to believe.” 

A well-known presenter added that 
“management are exasperated”, after 
the emergence of the second young 
person. “Previously it felt like they were 
caught between the presenter, warring 
family and Sun being unable to present 
compelling evidence but now things are 
less clear.” 

Jon Sopel, the ex-BBC News corre- 
spondent, said that the unnamed pre- 
senter was outraged about the claims. 
Hesaid on The News Agents podcast: “It 


is fair to say that the presenter at the 
heart of this is ... extremely angry" The 
prime minister’s spokeswoman said he 
would encourage people to contact the 
BBC if they had related complaints. 
Mel Stride, the work and pensions 
secretary, urged MPs not to use parlia- 
mentary privilege to name the present- 
er, who is not being identified by the 
press for legal reasons, although his 
name is circulating widely on social 
media. Stride told Times Radio: “We 
really don't know many of the facts. 
And until we do, it would be ill advised.” 
On Monday the events took a drama- 
tic turn when a lawyer acting on behalf 
of the first young person claimed that 
“nothing unlawful” had taken place 
following the complaint lodged with 
the BBC in May by their family. The 
Sun stood by its story. 
BBC reports, pages 4-5 
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See pop stars from the chaise longue 


A company offers gigs 
from mystery acts in 
intimate settings, write 
Constance Kampfner 
and Georgia Heneage 


Usually when Londoners are at a loose 
end on a weeknight they might arrange 
to meet at the pub. But one company is 
trying to push people to do something 
more adventurous and book tickets to a 
mystery gig in someone home. 

That’s exactly what Georgia Hene- 
age, a Times obituary writer, did a few 
months ago when she and a couple of 
friends wound up sitting on the floor of 
a small café in Islington (businesses can 
also lend their spaces), crammed in 
with a group of strangers to watch three 
artiststhey had never heard of perform. 

“We bought cocktails and sat on 
some carpets; it's all very intimate and 
informal," she said. "There was a funny 
MC who made everyone feel at home.” 

All over the world, people are hun- 
kering down to similar concerts put on 
by Sofar Sounds. 

For about £20 a pop they are treated 
to a show, though they are sent the ad- 
dress only the day before. The identities 
of the performers are only revealed 
when they step on stage. 

Thefirstgigs were held in 2009, when 
Rafe Offer, an American expat and one 
of the company’s three founders, 
invited a small group round to his 
friends flat in north London. He had 
been feeling frustrated atthe in- 
creasingly impersonal feel 
of watching live music 
on big stages, with 
people texting, film- 
ing and chatting all 
around him. More 
concerts followed 
before Sofar 
Sounds expand- 
ed to Paris, New 
York and Los An- 
geles. It has since 
organised thou- 
sands of events in 78 
countries and expects 
to have staged 10,000 
shows in 400 cities by the 
end of this year. 

It has hosted all manner of artists, 
from those starting out to emerging 
stars such as Billie Eilish, who played a 
Sofar Sounds gig in Los Angeles in 
2016, or those who are already famous 
— Ed Sheeran sang in a living room in 
Washington DC the following year. 
Rhian Teasdale of Wet Leg, the British 
band behind the hit single Chaise 
Longue, has also performed. 

There were no such surprise appear- 
ances from megastars when Heneage 
attended her gig in March. She saw 
Theo, an Irish singer-songwriter; a spo- 


= 


ken word artist 
called Mr Gee; 
and Pat Cun- 
ningham, an ex- 
perimental gui- 
tarist and com- 
poser. Although 
she enjoyed the 
experience, Hene- 
age was not sold on 
all the acts. “But the 
point is thats OK — you 
might see some things you like 
and some things you don't.” The high- 
light was mingling with the artists after 
the gig. "We were able to chat to them 
about their back stories,” she added. 
According to Jim Lucchese, Sofar 
Sounds chief executive since 2019, the 
perfect gig is one that achieves true 
symbiosis between listeners and per- 
formers. He recalls seeing the spoken 
word artist Hussain Manawer perform 
in London two years earlier, while Luc- 
chese was in talks about joining the 
company. It was the anniversary of his 
mother’s death and Manawer read a 
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Ed Sheeran and Rhian Teasdale are among the stars who have performed for Sofar Sounds, which also aims to promote up-and-coming artists 


Big stars thrive on small stage 


The NPR Music offices 
in Washington are 
regularly transformed 
into a laid-back stage 
for its Tiny Desk 
Concerts. A small 
audience of no more 
than 100 staff, 
journalists and a select 
few members of the 
public gather to watch 
artists of all genres 
cycle through some of 
their favourite hits. The 
concert is then 
uploaded to YouTube 
for millions to view. 
The idea was born in 
2008 after Bob Boilen, 
the host, and the NPR 
journalist Stephen 
Thompson were 
complaining about not 


being able to hear their 
favourite artists 
perform over the crowd 
at festivals. They joked 
that they should just 
have artists perform at 
their desks. Fifteen 
years later, the likes of 
Adele, Lizzo and Taylor 
Swift have all obliged. 

Listeners can also 
tune in to live 
performances from 
their favourite DJs on 
Boiler Room TV. The 
online broadcaster 
came on to the scene in 
2010 streaming 
established and 
emerging electronic 
music artists in intimate 
settings. 

The English electronic 


music duo Disclosure is 
one of the many acts 
that owe their success 
to Boiler Room. Their 
2012 set helped to give 
them recognition, 
leading to work with 
prominent artists and 
the release of their 
critically acclaimed 
debut album Settle. 
The German music 
performance platform 
Colors has also made a 
name for itself by 
sharing minimalist 
videos of artists filmed 
against a neutral- 
coloured background. 
Since its inception in 
2016 it has become one 
of the biggest live music 
channels on YouTube. 


poem about his own mother. "I dont 
think I’ve cried at a show ever,” Luc- 
chese said. “He saw me and then we had 
a conversation in the hallway two min- 
utes after he finished performing. 
Those are things that can’t happen at a 
700-person capacity venue.” 

It is not an easy time for new artists. 
Algorithms on apps such as Spotify 
direct listeners towards their favourite 
tunes and there are fewer non-virtual 
ways for them to get noticed. According 
to the Music Venue Trust, 35 per cent of 
grassroots venues across the UK closed 
between 2007 and 2015. Covid and the 
cost of living crisis soon followed and 
the organisation recently warned that 
this year would “inevitably” be the 
worst for venue closures since its crea- 
tion in 2014. 

And yet demand for such performan- 
ces, Lucchese said, has not gone away. 
He said: “I feel very comfortable that an 
artist sitting in a room performing their 
material, sometimes without a micro- 
phone, to an audience that feels deeply 
connected, is not going anywhere.” 


After tough day at work I turn to Beethoven, says Starmer 


Henry Zeffman Associate Political Editor 


Sir Keir Starmer has revealed that he 
listens to Beethoven to deal with the 
“strains” of leading the Labour Party. 

In an interview with Classic FM, 
Starmer, who as a child played the flute, 
the piano and the violin, said classical 
music was "a great release" for him 
because it "just takes you away from 
whatever the other strains of the day 
are, to a different place". 

Asked if there was a particular work 
he listened to after a difficult day at 
Westminster, Starmer highlighted the 
second movement of Beethovens fifth 
piano concerto, the Emperor Concerto. 


"Thereisthat beautiful bit about a third 
of the way in where it's just the piano, 
totally on its own to start with, sort of 
rolling down the notes, and it's abso- 
lutely phenomenal," Starmer said. 
The Labour leader said that as a 
flautist his favourite composer to play 
was Mozart “because it’s just so 
profound...andifyou play theflute you 
can get a bit stuck in baroque if you're 
not careful. But he said that as a 
classical music listener, Beethoven and 
Brahms were his favourite composers. 
Starmer was a junior scholar at the 
Guildhall School of Music in London. 
He said: *I very quickly learnt that I'd 
got there because I'd practised hard 


Sir Keir Starmer was a junior scholar 
at London's Guildhall School of Music 


and I now met people who were totally 
gifted, incredibly gifted. I knew at that 
point that I wouldn't be able to pursue 
music because they were just in a 
different league to me, but it was 
incredible to see their creativity, the 
natural creativity that they had — from 
all different backgrounds. This talent is 
across all of us." 

Starmer used the interview to high- 
light his pledge, made last week, for a 
review of the curriculum to encourage 
more arts education in schools because 
it has "dropped off in state schools". He 
said: “Youre more likely to be doing 
music if you're in a private school than 
in a state school and I want to turn that 


around. It will give children and young 
people not only great enjoyment but 
actually the skills that they will need 
not just for further learning but actually 
to take into the workplace.” 

He said he did not want to make 
music compulsory, however. "There's 
gotto be an element of choice;" he said. 
"Ive got a 15-year-old boy and a 
12-year-old girl and compulsory doesn't 
really work as well as something that 
they want to do. When it comes to 
music and art, I think they'll learn more 
quickly if it's something they passion- 
ately want to do. At the moment I just 
don't think there are enough options 
for them in state schools." 
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Internal inquiry stalled after Em 


email and a failed phone call | 


Alex Farber Media Correspondent 


The mother of the young person at the 
centre of the BBC scandal first detailed 
her “very serious" concerns to staff in a 
phone call that lasted 30 minutes. 
The call took place on May 19, a day 
after family members visited a BBC 
building with fears that the presenter 


had paid their child thousands of 
pounds for sexual images. 

The BBC’s audience services team 
considered the allegations sufficiently 
serious to pass them on to its corporate 
investigations unit, which kick-started 
an inquiry. The unit, headed by a 
former police detective, emailed the 
complainant that day to verify their 


identity and seek further evidence to 
substantiate their claims but received 
no response. It was followed up two 
weeks later with a phone call that “did 
not connect”, according to the BBC, 
which did not considerthe complaintto 
be a criminal matter. 

The inquiry was kept open but effec- 
tively parked with no further attempts 
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to make contact with the family until 
after The Suns report last week that the 
star had paid £35,000 totheir child, now 
aged 20, for explicit images, with the 
money used to fund the young person's 
addiction to crack cocaine. 

Tim Davie, director-general, said 
that the BBC was reviewing its 
procedures surrounding the most 
serious complaints about its highest- 
profile stars. "Do we raise a red flag 
quickly enough once we receive 
complaints of this nature?" he said 
during an online press conference 
about the BBC’s annual report. 

The presenter was not spoken to by 
the investigations unit until The Sun 
approached the BBC with its allega- 
tions on Thursday. 

Davie said that the BBC had a re- 
sponsibility to staff not to bring com- 
plaints to their attention until after they 
had been verified. “We are balancing 
serious allegations, duty of care, priva- 
cy issues and legitimate public inter- 
est,” he said. “We need to navigate that 
fairly, calmly and with due diligence.” 

As a result of its failure to reach the 
family, the investigations unit has faced 
criticism from some. Others were more 
circumspect due to the lack of clarity 
about the information it was provided 
with. Davie revealed it had worked on 
about 250 complaints over the past six 
months. One former executive who has 


Tim Davie said the 
BBC needed to 
handle the matter 
calmly and fairly 


worked closely with the unit said: “It’s 
negligent. Ifthey're investigators surely 
they could track down the mother and 
be more persistent. While they did not 
think anything criminal had taken 
placeit was considered sufficiently seri- 
ous to follow up." 

A presenter added: "I can't believe 
that this sort of allegation is very 
common. It does look like they were 
complacent.” 

A journalist said: “If reporters sent 
one email and made one call to chase a 
story, and then left it, I'd be pretty un- 
impressed. It would look much better if 
the BBC was saying, ‘We emailed four 
times and called on five separate occa- 
sions, and had no response.” 

Others defended the unit' efforts to 
verify the facts in challenging circum- 
stances, saying: "Its work may not have 
been flawless but how robust it was is 
subjective. The case was left open while 
the team sifted through hundreds of 
other complaints to try to establish 
which are credible. They are making 
decisions based on what is in front of 
them and didnt have the evidence.” 

A second source familiar with the 
unit said: “The level of stalking, accusa- 
tion and harassment problems they 
have to deal with is crackers." 

In a statement the BBC said: "The 
events of recent days have shown how 
complex and challenging these kinds of 
cases can be and how vitalitis that they 
are handled with the utmost diligence 
and care” 

The BBC has paused its inquiry into 
the allegations while the police 
consider whether to launch a criminal 
investigation. The Met's request that 
the BBC halt its inquiry is an attempt to 
avoid any prejudicing of potential wit- 
nesses and contamination of potential 
evidence. 
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Leading BBC salaries 


£1,354,999 


Gary Lineker 


£984,999 


Zoe Ball 


£449,999 


Alan Shearer 


£439,999 


Huw Edwards 


£404,999 


Stephen Nolan 


£399,999 


Fiona Bruce; Greg James 


£394,999 


Ken Bruce; Lauren Laverne 


£369,999 


Sophie Raworth 


£364,999 


Steve Wright 


£339,999 


Amol Rajan; George 
Alagiah; Naga Munchetty; 


| £329,999 


Mark Chapman 


1 £319,999 


Mishal Husain 


| £309,999 


^ D Laura Kuenssberg 


1 £304,999 


Scott Mills rai 


£299,999 i 


Victoria Derbyshire; 
Nicky Campbell 


Figures show top end of £5,000 oi f 


bands in which salaries are published 
— 
! LE 


How presenter 
drama unfolded 


and answers to 
key questions 


What was the nature of the star's 
relationship with a teenager? 
The sexual messages are alleged to 
have started in 2020, when the 
youngster was 17. The family say the 
presenter never hid his identity and 
even sent pictures of his desk at work. 

They said that the star paid their 
child for sexual pictures and saw bank 
statements to the value of £35,000, 
including one payment for £5,000. 
They said that the money funded their 
child's "spiralling" drug addiction. 

The mother said: "We've always had a 
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close relationship. My child would be 
like, ‘Oh, the presenter is giving me 
money later’ or ‘He’s giving me £500’ 
and ‘I’m going out tonight because he's 
given me money’. | didn't like what | 
was being told but I didn't want my 
child to stop confiding in me." 

She added: “This year | heard him on 
the phone saying to my child, ‘I told you 
not to f***ing ring me’.” 

The mother said she once saw a 
video call of the presenter sitting in his 
pants on the sofa waiting for her child 
to "perform for him". 


How did they meet? 
It is not known how they met although 
since the presenter's name has been 
reported on social media several people 
have posted alleged screengrabs of the 
same presenter previously contacting 
them out of the blue on Instagram. 

The messages appear to follow a 
pattern involving the star starting the 
conversation by sending an emoji. 
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When did the mother first 

tell the BBC? 

She first told the corporation about the 
allegations during a visit to one of the 
broadcaster's buildings on May 18. A 
security officer gave her a phone 
number, which she later said was 
incorrect, and the following day she 
contacted BBC audience services by 
phone to detail her concerns during a 
29-minute conversation. 

Yesterday the director-general, Tim 
Davie, said the allegations had been 
"very serious". The information was 
passed to its corporate investigations 
team and an assessment was made that 
the disclosure did not amount to 
criminality. Under the Criminal Justice 
Act 1988, the sharing of photos of those 
under 18 is illegal. 

The BBC said two attempts to make 
contact with the family failed. On May 
19 it sent an email to the complainant 
that did not receive a reply and on June 
6 a phone call “did not connect". The 
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broadcaster did not seek to speak 

to the presenter until it was 
contacted by The Sun newspaper last 
Thursday, seven weeks after it was 
first notified. 

The mother told the newspaper that 
since contacting the BBC the star had 
continued to engage with her 
youngster and last month had allegedly 
transferred £1,000 to them via PayPal. 

She said she approached The Sun 
because she was frustrated that he 
remained on air. They were not paid by 
the newspaper. 

The presenter allegedly rang last 
week, asking: "What have you done?" 
and it is claimed he also asked the 
youngster to ring their mother to get 
her to "stop the investigation" into him. 


Has the family contacted the police 
at any point? 

The family contacted its local police 
force in April but it concluded there 
was no criminality. The corporation 


Alex Farber Media Correspondent 
George Willoughby 


The number of BBC stars to earn more 
than £150,000 has jumped by a fifth 
compared with last year, figures from 
the broadcaster show. 

The total number of individuals in 
the corporations top pay bracket rose 
to 220 from 179 last year and 156 five 
years ago. The total salaries of those 
earning £150,000 or more, whose in- 
come was funded directly by the li- 
cence fee, hit a six-year high of £23.4 
million, surpassing the previous year's 
figure of £202 million. 

Next year's top bracket will include 
only staff paid more than £178,000 
because of a higher threshold as a re- 
sult of inflation. 

Gary Lineker remained the top-paid 
BBC star with an annual salary of up to 
£1.35 million followed by Zoe Ball, the 
Radio 2 Breakfast Show presenter, who 
earned up to £984,999. Neither star 
received a pay rise over the past 12 
months. The BBC details salaries in 
£5,000 bands. 

The biggest riser was Huw Edwards 
whose salary jumped about £25,000 to 
up to £439,999 as a result of the news 
specials that he has presented over the 
past 12 months, including the funeral 
of Queen Elizabeth II. 

Leigh Tavaziva, BBC chief operating 
officer, said that the BBC had reduced 
its pay bill for its biggest 20 stars. ^We 
saw significantly lower pay to our top 
talent earners during Covid driven by 
thevolume of work that they were able 
todo during the pandemic period. And 
the cost of our top 20 highest-paid 
stars has gone down this year 
compared to last year.” 

Outside the top 20 earn- 
ers, Lyse Doucet, the BBC's 
chief international corre- 
spondent, had the largest 
salary increase. Her pay 
went up some 36 per cent 
from up to £154,999 in 2021-22 
to up to £209,999. 

Mark Chapman, who hosts 
Match of the Day 2, had 


the second- 
largest in- 
crease at 


about 29 per 
cent and his 


suspended the presenter on Sunday 
and the following day it held a virtual 
meeting with the Metropolitan Police's 
specialist crime command and the local 
police force. 

The broadcaster said it took the 
decision after being told of fresh 
allegations "of a different nature" last 
Thursday — an apparent reference to 
The Sun's proposed story. 

A Met police statement said: 
"[Detectives] are assessing the 
information discussed at the meeting 
and further inquiries are taking place to 
establish whether there is evidence of a 
criminal offence being committed. 

"There is no investigation at this 
time." 

Yesterday the BBC said it had been 
asked to stop its investigation into the 
presenter while the police make 
inquiries. 

On Monday the youngster, through a 
legal firm, released a statement denying 
anything unlawful had happened. 
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tam Lineker and Ball 
«M take top spots in 
m BBC pay league 


income rose to up to £329,999. The 
Radio 2 DJ Scott Mills had the biggest 
salary cut, going from up to £404,999 
to up to £304,999 marking about a 25 
per cent drop. Last year’s report 
showed Mills appeared on Radio l’s 
Pop 101 but he no longer features on 
the show. 

There are four women in the top 10 
this year with Lauren Laverne and 
Sophie Raworth joining Zoe Ball and 
Fiona Bruce. 

Last year, only three women fea- 
tured. But the BBC's gender pay gap 
was at its widest since 2018 at 73 per 
cent, up from 5.9 per cent for 2021-22. 
It said this was because of investment 
in technology and product areas, 
which are male dominated. The public 
broadcaster has come under fire for its 
pay gap, with eight equal pay cases 
open internally within the BBC. 

Tim Davie, director-general, said 
that the BBC had made significant 
progress as it battled a rapidly moving 
market and limited funding. 

“This work is not easy. The competi- 
tion from big global players has never 
been tougher. The financial challenge 
has never been more acute,” he said. 

“The BBC experienced a real-terms 
fall in income of around 30 per cent 
over the decade from 2010, and contin- 
ues to operate in an environment of 
extraordinary inflation and further li- 
cence fee freezes.” 

The number of people who opted 
against purchasing a licence fee over 
the period fell by 500,000 to 24.3 mil- 
lion, which Davie attributed to 
growing competition and the cost of 

living crisis. 

“Just like every other media or- 
ganisation we're not immune to 
those pressures," he said. “But 
licence fee figures continue to 
hold up extremely well. 
“Nine out of ten homes 
across the UK continue to 
~ ` payandtheUK public watches 
more hours of BBC TV 

y andiPlayerthan any other pro- 
vider as well — including 
more than Netflix, 
Disney+ and 
Amazon 
combined,” 
Davie 
added. 


In response, the parents said they 
stood by their story and questioned 
how their child, now 20, could afford a 
lawyer. 


What contact has the presenter had 
with BBC bosses? 

The presenter was not spoken to until 
last Thursday and yesterday Davie said 
he had not spoken to the presenter. 


Are there other accusers? 
Yesterday BBC News reported that a 
different person in their twenties was 
contacted by the presenter 
anonymously on a dating app and was 
pressured to meet up, but never did. 
They said they hinted online they 
might name the star and were sent 
abusive, expletive-filled messages. 
They said the threats made in the 
messages made them feel scared and 
frightened by the power they held. 
The presenter did not respond to the 
latest allegations. 
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News 


is! 
Frank addition to the 
Johnsons’ Odyssey 


oris and Carrie 
Johnson have 
named their 
third child 
Frank Alfred 
Odysseus (Laurence 
Sleator writes). 
Frank was born last 
Wednesday, his mother 
announced on social 


media. He is the who died in 2021. 
younger brother to Wilfred’s names were a 
Wilfred Lawrie tribute to the couple’s 
Nicholas, three, and grandfathers and two 


one-year-old Romy Iris 
Charlotte. 

Mrs Johnson, 35, told 
her Instagram followers: 


“A week of Frankie.” his eighth child. 

She thanked staff at They include four with 
University College the barrister Marina 
London Hospitals and Wheeler, whom he 
asked her followers if divorced in 2020, 

they could “guess which | and a child in 2009 
name my husband with Helen Macintyre, 
chose”. He has cited an art adviser. 

Odysseus, the main TMS, page 13 


character in Homer's 
epic The Odyssey, as his 
classical hero. 

Romy was named 
after Mrs Johnson's 
aunt, Iris was taken 
from the Greek meaning 
rainbow and Charlotte 
for the former prime 
minster's late mother, 


doctors who treated Mr 

Johnson, 59, in intensive 

care for the coronavirus. 
Frank is believed to be 
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Frank with Wilfred, his big brother. Carrie Johnson announced the birth of her third child with the former prime minister via her Instagram account 


May: Migration bill undoes slavery law 


Henry Zeffman 
Associate Political Editor 


Theresa May warned that the govern- 
ments migration policies would "con- 
sign more people to slavery" as MPs re- 
jected a string of changes made by the 
House of Lords. 

Theformer prime minister said Rishi 
Sunak' legislation to tackle migrant 
crossings of the Channel "ties the 
hands of the police and undoes the 
good work of the Modern Slavery Act". 
She vowed to "persist in disagreeing 
with the government" unless it ex- 
empts people trafficked into the UK 
from new measures to detain and rap- 
idly deport migrants. 

Asthe Commons began a new phase 
of "ping pong" with the Lords on 
amendments to the Illegal Migration 
Bill, May urged MPs to support an 
amendment that the upper chamber 
had backed to protect victims of 
modern slavery. 

She told the Commons: “I know that 
ministers have said this bill will enable 
more perpetrators to be stopped, but on 
modern slavery I genuinely believe it 
will do the opposite. It will enable more 
slave drivers to operate and make 
money out of human misery, it will con- 
sign more people to slavery. No doubt 
about it, I think if Lords Amendment 56 
is overthrown that will be the impact.” 

May added: “This bill has been mar- 
keted as a ‘stop the boats’ bill. We all 
want to stop the boats. Nobody wants to 
see people risking their lives in small 
boats across the Channel. But this bill is 
not just written to stop the boats. It 
covers all illegal migration, and its un- 
written subtext is the ‘stop certain 
victims’ claims of modern slavery’ bill. 
Notstop false claims of modern slavery. 
But stop all claims, full stop. And that is 
where I depart from the government. 

“When I was home secretary, we 
were very clear that modern slavery 
should not be seen as part of the 
immigration issue, but what the gov- 
ernment has now done is taking these 
two together and that’s one of the 
difficulties.” 

Offering up a scenario of a young 
woman trapped “in slavery”, May said 
the bill would give her “no support”. She 
added: “The government’s response 
would be ‘We dont care that you've 
been in slavery in the UK, we don't care 


Political Sketch 


ing-pong is an 

unsatisfactory 

term for what is 

currently 

happening to the 
Illegal Migration Bill. It 
suggests something fleet of 
foot and playful; mind you, 
it does involve top-spin and 
a certain amount of balls. 

This is the stop-the-boats 

bill that might (pooh-bahs 
of the Supreme Court 
permitting) allow the 
government finally to 
catapult a few migrants to 
Rwanda. It roared through 
the Commons weeks ago 
but met with less sunny 
reviews in the upper house. 
Their lordships shook their 
sticks and clutched their 
dewlaps and pulled the 
clanking lavatory chain. 
The Archbishop of 


Quentin Letts 
Verbal camouflage for 
Rwanda candidates 


Canterbury himself stood 
on the barricades, Marx in 
a surplice. The government 
was subjected to no fewer 
than 20 defeats. The 
amended bill that returned 
to the Commons this week 
was as patched as that old 
coat the King sometimes 
wears. It had had more 
inserts than Wayne 
Rooney’s scalp. Trigger’s 
broom and the Red Baron’s 
Fokker retained more of 
their original fabric. 

And so the Commons 
yesterday patiently undid 
the alterations. The bill will 
now be sent back to the 
Lords, which can decide 
how many of its 
amendments it reinserts 
and how close to the 
parliamentary recess it 
runs the game of chicken. 
We're talking here about 
the prime minister’s top 
political pledge. Voters 
watch. Voters wonder why 
they bother, or at least why 
they bother to go to church. 

For the day’s debate the 
Home Office fielded Robert 
Jenrick, immigration 


minister. Suella Braverman 
is the secretary of state but 
government business 
managers possibly thought 
her parliamentary manner 
a little Mediterranean. 
Suella could start a fight in 
a Quaker meeting house. 
Jenrick does not ignite 
Yvette Cooper to quite the 
same degree. Lady May (C, 
Maidenhead) feels less of an 
urge to throttle Jenrick 
than she does with 
Braverman. If you use 
Whitehall euphemisms you 
are less likely to agitate 
trouble. Jenrick talked of 
the “detention of vulnerable 
cohorts” rather than 
“locking up pregnant 
women”. He said “the 
detained estate”, not “all 
those dodgy Albanians we 
stuck behind bars”. Here 
was a minister who 
understood the importance 
of fish knives, doilies and an 
After-Eight with your bill. 
That damp specimen Sir 
Bob Neill (C, Bromley & 
Chislehurst) waxed on 
about the drafting of 
statutory guidance and 
the difference between 
interpretative and 
incorporative cases. He 
was in an anguish, as so 
often, about whether or 
not he could “support 
the minister in his 
contentions”. Jenrick 
was patient enough 
not to roll his eyes. 


He played the game of 
pretending to take the little 
chap’s concerns seriously. 
Neill blinked and brushed 
the lint off his tie with 
plump satisfaction. 

A couple of former 
children’s ministers paraded 
their consciences. Jenrick 
smoothly assured them of 
the great distinction they 
had shown in office. John 
McDonnell (Lab, Hayes & 
Harlington) growled. 
Jenrick praised his deep 
knowledge about migration 
matters. May and another 
former Conservative leader, 
Sir Iain Duncan Smith, 
fretted about modern 
slavery. Jenrick murmured, 
with beautiful manners, 


that he was “grateful for the 
wise counsel and advice” 
the two grandees had given 
him. They loved that. May 
still indicated that she 
would not support the 
government but Jenrick 
had managed not to make 
her erupt. With the volcano 
in Iceland going pop, we 
had quite enough of that for 
one afternoon. 

The house was ill 
attended. Dame Diana 
Johnson (Lab, Kingston 
upon Hull North) thought 
the bill had been “rushed 
through”. It was not obvious 
that more time would have 
changed anyone’s mind. At 
the end of the Hundred 
Years’ War there were 
probably people saying “we 
don’t want to be hasty 


Central) wanted migrants 
with young children to be 
given picture books. 
Labour’s spokesman, 
Stephen Kinnock, was upset 


that a Mickey Mouse mural 


welcoming migrants to 
Dover had been removed. 
A Tory accused Kinnock 
of being a windbag. We 
1 were back to the 
hereditary principle. 


Theresa May said 
the bill would let 
slave drivers 
“make money out 
of human misery” 


that youve been ina living hell, we don't 
care that you have been the victim of 
crime. We do care that you came here 
illegally even though you probably 
didn't know it, so we're going to detain 
you and send you home even if it’s into 
the arms of the very people who traf- 
ficked you here in the first place or we 
want to send you to Rwanda.” 

May was not the only Conservative 
critic of the bill. Tim Loughton, a 
former minister, said that although the 
government had made some conces- 


sions, “assurances that we were prom- 
ised have not materialised or, if they 
have, I am afraid nobody understands 
them.” 

David Simmonds, another Conserv- 
ative, said that he would be “following” 
May in trying to preserve the modern 
slavery laws. 

Robert Jenrick, the immigration 
minister, said that the Lords had fol- 
lowed “its proper role as a revising 
chamber” but that some of the changes 
it made were “little short of wrecking 


amendments”. Jenrick told MPs: “The 
‘stop the boats bill’ is designed to ensure 
the UK can be an even greater force for 
good in the world by using our finite 
resources on those who truly need it.” 

He added: “It’s vital that this bill 
reaches the statute book quickly and in 
a form that will stop the boats. It is 
riddled with exceptions and get-out 
clauses” in its current form that had 
been introduced by the Lords, the min- 
ister said. 

Jenrick said that if the bill became 


law in that form, “it will simply not 
work”, adding: “We have to send a clear 
message back [to peers] that it is now 
their turn to think again and to respect 
the will of the elected house.” 

Yvette Cooper, the shadow home 
secretary, described the bill as “a con 
which will make things easier for crimi- 
nal gangs and make the asylum backlog 
even worse.” She said that the govern- 
ment had “given up on both common 
decency and common sense”. 

The age of migration, letters, page 22 
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Mother calls the shots for Danish star 


Holger Rune counts 
on a big advantage in 
todays quarter-final, 
report David Brown 
and Emma Yeomans 


Crown Prince Frederik of Denmark 
was watching from Holger Rune’s box 
on the Nol Court at Wimbledon but 
the player's eyes were fixed only on his 
mother. 

While some commentators try to 
portray Rune, 20, as the “bad boy" heir 
of the Australian star Nick Kyrgios, he 
isa mummy's boy driven by the woman 
who holds sway over his career. Aneke 
Rune has put her successful business 
career on hold as her son faces Carlos 
Alcaraz, his childhood friend, on 
Centre Court today inthe first Wimble- 
don mens quarter-final to feature 
players who are both under 21. 

Runeisa month youngerthan his op- 
ponent, with film star looks that have 
led to comparisons with Matt Damon. 
But he has won only a third of Alcaraz's 
£13 million prize money. The Danish 
star was in frequent contact with his 
mother during his victory on Monday 
over Grigor Dimitrov, with the pair 
constantly shouting and gesticulating 
to each other between points. 

“My mom was super pumped,” he 
said. "She's a huge influence. She really 
helps to kind of keep me in the perfect 
state of mind. Obviously she knows me 
better than anybody. I want her for 
every tournament. I want her there 
because really feel the support. Also, if 
I feel like I have something that I want 
to get off my heart or something, I can 
always come to her and talk." 

The temperamental side of their rela- 
tionship was demonstrated during 
Runes third-round match 
against the Spanish player 
Alejandro Davidovich 
Fokina. Rune shouted 
at his mother and his 
coach, Lars Chris- 
tensen, “youre so 
f***ing smart”. 

His 52-year-old 
mother left the 
court, telling the \ 
Jyllands-Posten 
newspaper: “We 
could clearly feel that 
he was channelling too 
much energy towards 
us.” 

Rune said he relaxed by play- 
ing cards with his mother and celebrat- 
ed his victory over Fokina by eating two 
burgers from Five Guys. The player, 
who is constantly travelling, has decor- 
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ated his apartment 
in Copenhagen in 
\ the style of a hotel 
room. He said: 
"Sometimes, when 
you stay in a place 
for a long time, you 
Jį get mentally ex- 

} y hausted” 
4 His mother travels 
> the world with him 
having stepped back from 
running the water cooler com- 
pany she founded. Her husband, An- 
ders Rune, who works in shipping, re- 
mains in Denmark, while their daugh- 
ter, Alma Rune, an Instagram model, is 


Reigning over weather, 
it’s John QuackEnroe 


David Brown, Emma Yeomans 


With rain expected today, the forecast- 
ers at Wimbledon are prepared with 
millions of pounds of technical equip- 
ment — and a plastic tray featuring a 
toy duck called John QuackEnroe. 
Hidden beneath Centre Courts 
stands is a weather station packed with 
high-tech equipment operated by ex- 
perts from the Met Office and France's 
national meteorological service. Their 
forecasts allow play to continue in one 
end of the grounds while at the other 
end the court covers are being readied. 
Abby Smith, a Met Office meteorolo- 
gist based at Wimbledon, said: ^You can 


really see the value of what you are 
doing because you are giving some 
advice and then seeing them cover the 
court or clearing them and maximising 
the play.” 

The Met Office is responsible for 
forecasts up to an hour ahead. As clouds 
get closer, a Météo-France high-resolu- 
tion radar determines their density, 
direction and speed. Amid the equip- 
ment is a black plastic tray filled with 
water placed on a roof. A yellow plastic 
duck, named after the three-times 
champion, is perched on the corner. 

An infrared camera focused on the 
surface of the water records the fre- 
quency and size of rain drops. The in- 


taking on a bigger role in the water 
cooler business. 

Rune’s mother said: “I’ve gone into 
this just as much as Holger. I’ve never 
doubted that it could be done, and that’s 
probably one of the big reasons why 
Holger still thinks it’s cool that I travel 
with him. Holger hasn't worked equally 
well all the time through all his teenage 
years, and the times when he went a lit- 
tle off track, I’ve also been very honest 
and said that the course you're taking 
right now isn't really progressing." 

From the age of four, Rune sat for 
hours studying tennis players at the 
family home in Skovshoved. He started 
playing at the age of six and at nine 


The radar tracks 'rain 
cells' from an hour outside 
the grounds 


— me | 1926 


Wimbledon 


formation results in a map showing 
when rain will hit a court, its intensity 
and duration. This allows Gerry Arm- 
strong, the Wimbledon referee, to order 
the roofs or covers to be unrolled and 
then removed as quickly as possible. 
Warnings are communicated to 
"court crews" via a signalling system 
outside Centre Court. “1” alerts teams 
to be on standby. “2” means the umpire 
has discretion to stop play. “3” means 
covers applied at the umpire’s discre- 


This allows Wimbledon 
to know when to close 
the roof on Centre Court 
T and No 1 Court or put 
covers on outside courts 


helped Denmark to win the European 
championship for under-12 teams. 

“The reason I started travelling with 
Holger was actually that I thought he 
was too small to travel alone,” said his 
mother, who as his manager is respon- 
sible for travel, logistics and contracts. 

She admits making high demands of 
her son. “If hes upset about losing a 
match, I tell him he can't expect to win 
if he makes this and that mistake. I’ve 
always been used to being bluntly hon- 
est, even if it can be really annoying to 
hear the truth. 

Alcaraz, the No 1 seed who won the 
US Open last year, said of his opponent: 
“We shared a lot of great moments. We 


A digital display 
warns outside 
courts about rain 
using numbers 
as code 


The rain tray with its plastic duck 


2 M % be. 
Aneke Rune travels the world with Holger as his manager. 
The Dane has played tennis with Carlos Alcaraz, his opponent 
today, since they were 12. Chris Eubanks, below, has reached 
the quarter-finals despite having disliked playing on grass 
and, like Cliff Richard, left, is now enjoying the tournament 
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played together since we were 12 years 
old” 

Chris Eubanks, 27, an American who 
works as a commentator for the Tennis 
Channel to support his playing career, 
has also reached the  quarter- 
finals despite saying he hates playing on 
grass. The son of a Baptist minister also 
worked as a double for Arthur Ashe, the 
1975 singles champion, in the docu- 
mentary Citizen Ash. He faces Daniil 
Medvedev, the third seed, on Nol Court. 

"Those words about hating grass will 
never come out of my mouth for the 
rest of my career,” Eubanks said. “Right 
now, it's my best friend." 

Reports, pages 60-63 


tion, with "4" requiring covers immedi- 
ately. If prolonged rain is forecast “5” 
means clip andinflatethe covers. As the 
clouds move on, “6” means deflate the 
covers and “7” indicates that it is safe to 
remove them. Finally, “8” means “dress 
the courts” for the resumption of play. 

Smith said the Met Office did a fore- 
cast for each court an hour before play: 
“We lead the [weather] story from an 
hour out to the rest of the week.” 

Paul Abeillé of Météo-France said his 
radar monitored clouds that produce 
rain up to 60km (37 miles) away. Stan- 
dard weather radars produce an image 
accurate to Ikm every five minutes, but 
his equipment is accurate to 100m and 
runs every 60 seconds. “So we know ex- 
actly where are the rain cells, and then 
knowing the evolution of the air mass 
and speed ofthe rain cells, we can have 
the information if there will be rain and 
on which court it will start” The duck 
and tray, however, is “the most impor- 
tant instrument”. 
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reassure Ukraine 


over joining Nato 


Oliver Moody Vilnius 
George Grylls 
Defence Correspondent, Vilnius 


Britain and Germany have sought to 
reassure Ukraine that it will join Nato 
"as quickly as possible” after the war 
despite a non-committal statement on 
its membership prospects released by 
the alliance. 

President Zelensky accused his west- 
ern backers of disrespect with the state- 
ment, issued at its summit in Lithuania, 
in which Nato stopped short of giving 
Kyiv an invitation to enter, committing 
itself only to do so “when allies agree 
and conditions are met”. These condi- 
tions were not spelt out, in a diplomatic 
victory for the United States, Germany 
and other states wary of overpromising. 

But some of the language appeared 
designed to keep hopes alive, including 
praise for Ukraine’s progress on domes- 
tic reforms and its military interopera- 
bility with Nato forces. The US, Britain, 
France and Germany are ready to pro- 
vide interim security guarantees that 
would include state-of-the art weapons 
systems, intelligence and training. 

"As Ukraine makes strategic progress 
in their counteroffensive and the 
degradation of Russian forces begins to 
infect Putin front line, we are stepping 
up our arrangements to protect 
Ukraine for the long term,” Rishi 
Sunak, the prime minister, said. 

Nato also promised Ukraine that, like 
Finland and Sweden, it would not need 
to undergo a membership action plan, a 
lengthy formal process of accession. 

Zelensky at first reacted with raw dis- 
appointment on his way to the summit, 


suggesting that the uncertainty would 
encouragethe Putin regimeto draw out 
the war. “It’s unprecedented and absurd 
when [a] time frame is not set, neither 
for the invitation nor for Ukraines 
membership, while at the same time 
vague wording about 'conditions' is 
added,” he said. “It seems there is no 
readiness ... to invite Ukraine to Nato 
nor to make it a member.” 

Andrij Melnyk, Kyiv's deputy foreign 
minister, expected a "steel-reinforced 
concrete commitment that Ukraine 
will join Nato as soon as possible and 
not when hell freezes over”. He said 
Kyiv had been "given the runaround" 
by Nato since 2008, when it was first 
told it would become a member. 

Hours later Ben Wallace, the defence 
secretary, and his German counterpart, 
Boris Pistorius, tried to  assuage 
Ukraines frustration. Wallace said he 
agreed with the US position that adopt- 
ing Ukraine while the conflict was live 
risked “importing war into the alliance” 
but also extended an olive branch to 
Kyiv by lauding its armed forces and its 
efforts to stamp out corruption. 

“Ukraine is not far off membership,” 
he said. “Obviously we’re an alliance of 
32 [once Swedenjoins]. Everyone has to 
move at the same pace but Britain’s 
point of view is Ukraine belongs in 
Nato. We have to wait until this conflict 
is over but... whenever this conflict fin- 
ishes we should be prepared as quickly 
as possible to bring Ukraine closer.” 

Pistorius said: “We should talk about 
what is going on directly after the war 
to support Ukraine for reconstruction, 
for rebuilding the nation ... and, of 
course, membership in Nato is part of 


Alliances ‘historic day’ as 
Turkey drops bar to Sweden 


Oliver Moody 


Natos secretary-general hailed an 
“historic day” for the alliance after 
Turkey dropped its opposition to 
Sweden’s membership. 

Speaking at the opening of the Nato 
summit in Lithuania, Jens Stoltenberg 
said bringing Sweden on board would 
make it significantly easier to deter or 
repel any Russian aggression against 
the Baltic states. Sweden's entry into 
Nato, held up for the best part of a year 
by Turkey and Hungary, is now likely to 
be swift, coming weeks after the acces- 
sion of Finland, its closest ally. 

Stoltenberg said President Erdogan 
of Turkey had promised to put it to a 
parliamentary vote “as soon as poss- 
ible”, while Hungary’s foreign minister 
said that Sweden has his country’s full 
support and ratification of its Nato 
entry was now “only a technical issue”. 

“IĮ feel very glad, I can assure you,” 
said Pal Jonson, the Swedish defence 
minister. “We stand ready as soon as 
possible to join Nato as a fully fledged 
member of the alliance.” 

James Cleverly, the British foreign 
secretary, said he was confident that 
Sweden would soon become Natos 
32nd member. Russia's foreign ministry, 


Nato membership 
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—— Finland 
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Canada ‘ 
have been 
members 
since 1949 
se 
T 


Source: Nato and World Population Review 


meanwhile, noted that the develop- 
ment had occurred on the "national 
day of military glory" marking the 
anniversary of the Peter the Great vic- 
tory over a Swedish army near the 
Ukrainian city of Poltava in 1709. 

There have been suggestions that 
Turkey had ulterior motives for its 
change of mind, most notably its desire 
to import a consignment of F-16 
combat jets and other armaments from 
the United States and the need to mend 
relations with Europe to encourage 
western investment into the country. 
Opportunistic Erdogan, Roger Boyes, 
page 20 


that security circle.” At the same time 
Britain, Germany and other members 
announced further packages of arms. 
Britain said it would supply shells 
tipped with depleted uranium for the 14 
Challenger 2 battle tanks it has donat- 
ed, in addition to more than 70 addi- 
tional combat and logistics vehicles. 

Germany announced a €700 million 
military aid package that included two 
Patriot missile defence systems, 25 
Leopard 1A5 main battle tanks, 40 
Marder infantry fighting vehicles, 
20,000 artillery shells and reconnais- 
sance and anti-drone equipment. 

On arriving in Vilnius Zelensky gave 
a more upbeat speech before his first 
meeting in a new Nato-Ukrainian 
council format where the two sides will 
notionally engage on an equal footing. 

“Today I embarked on a trip here 
with faith in decisions, with faith in 
partners, with faith in a strong Nato: in 
a Nato that does not hesitate, does not 
waste time and does not look back at 
any aggressor,” he said. “And I would 
like this faith to become confidence: 
confidence in the decisions that we 
deserve — all of us deserve — and 
every warrior, every citizen, every 
mother, every child expects. And is that 
too much to expect?” 

President Biden missed last night’s 
dinner for Nato leaders. His aides said 
he was “preparing for a big speech”. His 
absence led to talk on social media 
about his stamina but earlier he had 
joked with President Erdogan about 
being in office until 2028, when he will 
turn 86, saying: “I look forward to meet- 
ing with you in the next five years.” 
Blow to Putin, leading article, page 23 


Army to sit 
out bolstering 
Baltic forces 


Oliver Moody 


Estonia is to signal that it does not want 
Britain to bolster its military presence 
in the country despite substantial 
recent promises of extra troops from 
Germany and Canada to the other Bal- 
tic states, The Times understands. 

Usually the UK has about 900 sol- 
diers stationed at the Tapa military 
base in central Estonia at the head of a 
multinational Nato battlegroup. 

Last month Germany said it would 
move its 4,000-strong Panzergrenadier 
mechanised infantry brigade to Lithu- 
ania and on Monday Canada an- 
nounced plans to double its deploy- 
ment in Latvia to up to 2,200 troops. 

However, James Cleverly, the foreign 
secretary, and his Estonian opposite 
number are expected to issue a joint 
statement today signalling that their 
plans remain unchanged. 

Estonian officials are understood to 
want to reassure the UK that they are 
not pushing for any additional forces, in 
part because the base at Tapa has only 
limited capacity and in part because 
Britain has set out plans to deploy a 
rapid reaction force in an emergency. 
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Sunak hints that 
pay rises would 
mean more cuts 


Oliver Wright Policy Editor 


Government departments will have to 
make cuts to fund higher pay rises for 
public sector workers, Rishi Sunak has 
suggested, as he warned that "excess 
government borrowing" would stoke 
inflation. 

The prime minister is due to make a 
decision on whether to accept the rec- 
ommendations of the independent pay 
review bodies this week. 

They have privately recommended 
to ministers that teachers should re- 
ceive a 6.5 per cent pay rise for 2023-24, 
and police officers, prison officers and 
junior doctors should all get 6 per cent 
or more. The recommendation for 
armed forces personnel is between 
5 and 6 per cent. 

Sunak did not rule out rises but sug- 
gested that they would have to be 
funded by finding billions of pounds’ 
worth of savings elsewhere in White- 
hall budgets. “We want to be fair, we 
wantto do things that are affordable for 
thetaxpayer and we need to be respon- 
sible," he said. 

"The chancellor is right to highlight 
the importance of excess government 
borrowing on inflation. The govern- 
ment has to actin a way that is responsi- 
ble given the economic context that we 
face and in particular, the rise in bor- 
rowing costs that most countries are 
currently experiencing." 

In evidence to the pay review bodies, 
ministers have warned that the original 
funding for this year’s pay rise budgeted 
in the spending review has been spent 
on last year’s “above-affordability pay 
rises”. Further pay rises of more than 
3 per cent would require “trade-offs 
against other priorities, including fund- 
ing for frontline public services”. 

Sunak and Jeremy Hunt, the chan- 
cellor, are under pressure from cabinet 
colleagues to agree to the pay review 
bodies’ recommendations. They are 
understood to be intent on additional 
funding rather than paring back bud- 
gets. But Sunak said that the govern- 
ments “number one priority" had to be 
reducing inflation while being “respon- 
sible with government borrowing". 

"That is absolutely the overriding 
economic priority, and that takes pre- 
cedence over everything else,” he said. 
“So, given the context we face, we are 
going to make sure that we bring infla- 
tion down, and we don't do anything to 
make the situation worse or last longer. 
And that is our overall approach." 

In a message to Tory MPs before 
what are likely to be three by-election 
defeats next week Sunak also appealed 
to his party to remain united and stick 
to the course he set out with his five 
pledges at the start of the year. 

He said that “mid-term by-elections 
for incumbent governments" were 
"always difficult" and the circumstan- 
ces for the by-elections were "obviously 
challenging”. But he was hopeful that 
the economic situation would improve. 
“Of course I know things are tough. I 
can see that and I talk to people about 
it every week,” he said. 

“I always knew it was going to take 
some time to improve things. But that 
doesn't mean the course is the wrong 
one just because it takes time and is 
difficult" 

Sunak added that while he wanted to 
reduce taxes, that too would be infla- 
tionary and would have to wait. 

Pay rises at record pace, page 32 


Truss's guru wants lower tax 


Rishi Sunak needs to give public 
sector workers a pay rise and stop 
worrying about inflation, according 
to Liz Truss's economic guru (Chris 
Smyth writes). Professor Patrick 
Minford, who was attacked by Sunak 
last year for suggesting that Truss's 
plans could send interest rates as 
high as 7 per cent, says that the 
prime minister's plans have been a 
"disaster" and that Sunak risks both 
choking the economy and 
"wrecking" the public sector. 

As rates on two-year mortgage 
deals reached 6.66 per cent, passing 
the peak seen after Truss's 
mini-budget, Minford said Sunak's 
government had "got it completely 
wrong”. During last year's leadership 
campaign, Minford was one of the 
few economists cited by Truss in 
support of her plan to cut taxes. He 
acknowledged that interest rates 
would rise, saying they would reach 
3-7 per cent, leading to claims by 
Sunak's campaign that Truss would 
put up mortgage costs by £585. The 
base rate was 1.25 per cent a year 
ago and is now 5 per cent. 

Minford was surprised that rates 
were "as high", suggesting he 
always thought 4 per cent was more 
likely. Sunak was "completely 
misconceived" to try to use 
government spending restraint to 
control inflation. The Bank of 
England had *doled out some pretty 
strong medicine. The job of fiscal 
policy is to keep the economy on an 
even keel and not to wreck the 
public sector. At the moment our 
fiscal policy is risking the economy 
by choking growth through 
excessively high taxes". 

Minford reiterated his call for tax 
cuts, which could be combined with 
higher public sector pay. "It's not a 
good idea to use public sector wage 
settlement to control inflation. It's 
going against market forces, it loses 
workers to other sectors." 

With Sunak ready to overrule 
recommendations that public sector 
workers get rises of 6 per cent or 
more, Minford warned: "Unless he 
wants to kill the public sector he's 
got to let market forces work." 

Sunak insists that borrowing more 
for public sector pay rises would 
fuel inflation, but Minford dismissed 
this. "Inflation is on the way down,” 
he said. "Monetary policy has done 
enough and they should be patient 
and let the medicine work through". 

Allies of Sunak pointed out he had 
predicted that Truss's unfunded tax 
cuts would lead to market turmoil. 
Minford dismissed the risk of a 
repeat, however. "There's a lot of 
nonsense talked about public sector 
borrowing," he said. “In the long run 
the state has to pay its way. But do 
that [too soon] and you shut off 
growth which makes longer-term 
solvency worse." 

A separate commission set up by 
Truss has warned that income tax 
will have to rise by up to 4p to fund 
public services if Britain cannot 
boost growth. It says the average 
Briton has £10,000 less to spend a 
year than American counterparts, 
with the gap set to widen. 


UK firms 
‘lead way 
in profit 

increases' 


Alex Ralph 
Chief Business Correspondent 


Companies in the UK have increased 
their profits by more than competitors 
in other leading economies, according 
to research that will intensify concerns 
that "greedflation" is tightening the cost 
of living squeeze. 

Average British profit margins rose 
by almost a quarter between the end of 
2019 and early this year, the Organ- 
isation for Economic Co-operation and 
Development (OECD) reported, with 
only businesses in Germany raising 
margins by more among the G/ 
economies. 

Profits rose faster than labour costs, 
the OECD said in its employment out- 
look, and at a rate that gave the UK 
“more headroom to absorb any future 
wage-inflation pressures by reducing 
unit profits”. Stefano Scarpetta, a dir- 
ector at the OECD, said that it was 
“somewhat unusual that in a period of 
slowdown in economic activity we see 
profit picking up”. 

The analysis risks stoking concerns 
about so-called greedflation, where 
companies take advantage of rising in- 
flation to unfairly increase prices to 
boost profits. Businesses such as super- 
markets have faced criticism and come 


Rising profits may offer headroom to 
absorb wage inflation, the OECD said 


under scrutiny, but have denied the 
claims and point to small margins. 

The OECD said that as economies 
reopened from the pandemic, pent-up 
demand and large government recov- 
ery plans helped profits to pick up 
quickly “as supply-chain bottlenecks 
slowed down the expansion of supply”. 

It said: “In a context with strong con- 
sumer demand and rapidly evolving in- 
flation driven by external factors, firms 
might have had more room to increase 
prices simultaneously as they expected 
competitors to behave in the same way, 
while consumers might have been 
more prone to accept price increases 
given the inflationary context.” 

It added that some of the price in- 
creases might have also been in antici- 
pation of future increases in input and 
labour costs. The OECD said that in the 
future there was “some room for profits 
to absorb further partial adjustments in 
wages without generating significant 
price pressures or resulting in a fall in 
labour demand”. 

Andrew Bailey, governor of the Bank 
of England, and Jeremy Hunt, the 
chancellor, called on Monday for wage 
restraint, cautioning that high pay set- 
tlements were compromising the battle 
against stubbornly high inflation. 

Bailey said that the “unexpected re- 
silience" of Britains economy had exac- 
erbated wage and demand pressures, 
contributing to "sticky" high inflation. 

The OECD’ analysis of profit mar- 
gins measured profits per unit of real 
output, or unit profits. 
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Post-pandemic pupils lag behind 


Nicola Woolcock Education Editor 
George Willoughby 


Primary school children in England are 
still doing worse than before the pan- 
demic in maths and writing while read- 
ing has stalled, figures show. 

Fewer than three fifths of pupils are 
reaching the expected standard in all of 
the three Rs. This year’s figure — 59 per 
cent — is down from 65 per cent before 
lockdown and is considerably lower 
than the government target of 90 per 
cent working at this level by 2030, 
which was described by head teachers 
as a “pipe dream”. 

The marking threshold for reading 
was dropped after a very difficult paper 
that brought complaints from parents 
and teachers. 

Standard assessment tests (Sats), 
taken in England at the end of primary 
school, showed a slight improvement 
on last year but results remained far be- 
hind 2019. Tests were not taken in 2020 
and 2021 because of Covid disruption. 

Of the three subjects, only reading 
improved between 2019 and last year, 
with the level of children meeting the 
expected level rising from 73 per cent to 
75 per cent. This year it fell back to 
73 per cent. 

For writing, the proportion of pupils 
hitting the expected level fell from 
78 per in 2019 to 69 per cent last year, 
increasing slightly to 71 per cent this 
year. Maths fell from 79 per cent in 2019 
to 71 per cent last year, rising to 73 per 
cent this year. 

Parents and teachers complained 
that this year's Sats reading paper was 


Stall in attainment 


The percentage of pupils meeting the expected standard at the end of key stage 2 in all 
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too difficult, with reports that some 
staff struggled to understand the ques- 
tions and some children were reduced 
to tears. The mark at which children 
were deemed to have passed was re- 
duced from 29 out of 50 last year to 24 
out of 50 this year. 

Primary school heads reported 
problems for a second consecutive year 
yesterday in accessing their pupils' Sats 
results through a government website. 

The Department for Education said 
that this year's cohort of Year 6 pupils 
experienced disruption to their learn- 
ing during the pandemic, particularly 
at the end of Year 3 and in Year 4. 

In other subjects, 80 per cent met the 
expected standard in science, up from 
79 per cent last year, while 72 per cent 
metthe expected standard in grammar, 
punctuation and spelling, unchanged 
from last year. 

Tiffnie Harris, primary specialist at 
the Association of School and College 
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Leaders, said: "It is extremely difficult 
to raise standards when schools are 
struggling to put a qualified teacher in 
front of every class. Primary education 
is very poorly funded to the point where 
small schools are sometimes close to 
being financially unsustainable. 

"The governments target of 90 per 
cent of children achieving the expected 
standard in reading, writing and maths 
is a pipe dream in these circumstances." 

Paul Whiteman, general secretary at 
the National Association of Head 
Teachers, said: “Our members raised 
significant concerns about the difficul- 
ty of the reading paper this year and the 
impact it had on children. The thresh- 
old for the expected standard is five 
marks lower than last year, and the low- 
est since 2017 — this is significant and a 
clear recognition that this was a more 
challenging test for children. 

“It validates what school leaders were 
saying and it is a real shame that the 


department was not willing to acknowl- 
edge this earlier. It is time to change 
the system of statutory assessment, 
which is of little benefit for teachers or 
children yet has a range of negative 
consequences. These tests are simply a 
snapshot of what a child can do when 
faced with a particular set of questions 
on a single day in May and they are 
given far too much significance.” 

Nick Gibb, the schools minister, said 
that it was “encouraging to see attain- 
ment levels improving in some key 
subjects” and pointed to the Progress in 
International Reading Literacy Study, 
which in May ranked children in 
England as better readers than their 
counterparts in the United States and 
the Continent and in fourth place on an 
international league table. 

“Our national tutoring programme 
has been crucial in helping those pupils 
most in need of support and our 
reforms — including the focus on 
phonics — are helping to ensure more 
children leave primary school with a 
secure grasp of reading and writing,” 
Gibbs said. 

A spokeswoman for the campaign 
group More Than a Score said: “Pupils 
have spent too much time cramming 
for government tests which will never 
provide an accurate picture of all that 
they can do, or the overall performance 
of their school. For months, instead of 
enjoying a broad, rich curriculum, 
they focused on English and maths, 
only to then face a reading paper 
which was condemned by heads, 
teachers and parents for its 
inappropriateness and difficulty." 


Quintagram? No 1678 


Solve all five concise clues using 
each letter underneath once only 


1 Obscene, indecent (4) 


2 Mean, nasty (6) 


4 Dig up (7) 

5 Reducing (9) 
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Franklin will is valid 


A handwritten will signed with a 
smiley face in 2014 by Aretha 
Franklin and found years later 
under a cushion is valid, a jury in 
Michigan said. The soul star died 
of pancreatic cancer aged 76 in 
2018 without a formal will for her 
multimillion-dollar estate. 
Franklin left two handwritten 
papers and her four sons had 
been fighting over which should 
take precedence. It is a victory for 
Kecalf Franklin and Edward 
Franklin, who argued that it 
should override a 2010 document. 
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Minerals beneath the 
surface chart changes 
from industrialisation 
to nuclear weapons, 
Adam Vaughan reports 


Geologists have spent the past five 
years scouring the globe for signs of 
humanity's impact on the planet, from 
sardine fish scales in a Japanese bay to 
fingerprints of climate change in the 
stalagmites of an Italian cave. In 
April, they voted over- 
whelmingly for a Canadi- 
an lake as providing the 
best evidence to mark 
the start of a new 
epoch called the 
Anthropocene. 
The Anthropo- 
cene working 
group, made up of 
34 geologists, has 
worked since 2009 
to establish the ^ 
Anthropocene. But 
to transform it from an 
idea into a formally 
adopted epoch, they needed 
a single site to submit for consider- 
ation by the geological authorities. 
Epochs need to be defined by one 
location with enough geological data, 
known as a "golden spike" or "global 
boundary stratotype section and point" 
(GSSP). For example, the end of the 


s bare humani 


Cretaceous period 66 million years ago 
is defined by a golden spike in a cliff face 
in Tunisia, which holds the signature of 
iridium from an asteroid that triggered 
a sudden mass extinction. 

Crawford Lake in Ontario is special, 
according to Professor Francine 
McCarthy, of Brock University, because 
the “bottom is completely isolated from 
the rest of the planet”. Calcium and car- 
bonate fall slowly to the bottom, where 
they form layers of calcite that act as a 
year-to-year record of human impact 
— including traces of plutonium re- 
leased by nuclear weapons testing in 

the 1950s. Each layer is a different 
thickness and colour. 
The sediment at the 
bottom also contains 
evidence of farming 
and logging dating 
back centuries, and 
particulate matter 
from fossil fuel 
power plants in 
the 1950s. Impor- 
tantly, the way 
sediment accumu- 
lates at Crawford 
means it should take 
30,000 years for the 
lake to fill in, meaning 
that it will provide an “Earth 
archive” far into the future. 

While the location for an official 
birthplace of the Anthropocene has 
been chosen, the geologists have not 
yet picked a specific year for when it 
started. Dr Simon Turner of University 
College London, secretary of the work- 
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The bottom of Crawford Lake in Ontario, Canada, "is completely isolated from the rest of the planet" and experts say analysis of its sediment provides an accurate record of humanity's effects on the Earth 
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Scientists have 
announced evidence 
that the world has 
probably entered a 
new one, called the 
Anthropocene. 

The unofficial 


wildlife losses, will be 
visible in geological 
records, such as 
sediment and fossils, 
for millennia. The 
concept has not been 
officially recognised 
by geological 
authorities. But it has 


gained traction as a 
popular conception of 
how people have 
changed our world 
and thousands of 
scientific papers have 
been published on the 
subject. Paul Crutzen, 
who won the Nobel 
prize for chemistry, is 
often credited with 
popularising the 
concept after he used 
the term in an essay 
in 2000. 
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ing group, said the early 1950s were the 
most likely period. Those years are 
considered by some experts as the time 
of a "great acceleration", when industri- 
alisation became more intensive and 
human activities spread across the 
whole planet. 

Professor Jan Zalasiewicz, emeritus 
professor of palaeobiology at the Uni- 
versity of Leicester, said: "The Anthro- 
pocene working group have, over the 
past few years, amassed much evidence 
to show beyond reasonable doubt that 
the Anthropocene is real, with massive 
post-1950 human impacts pushing the 
Earth out of its generally stable Holo- 
cene state towards a hotter, polluted, 
more biologically degraded state that is 
still evolving rapidly.” 

The vote for Crawford Lake does not 
mean the Anthropocene has arrived 
yet. Evidence supporting the site will be 
submitted to experts before proceeding 
to the ultimate arbiter of declaring 
epochs and other geological units of 
time, the International Commission on 
Stratigraphy (ICS). A decision by the 
body is expected next year. 

Zalasiewicz cautioned that "there is 
no guarantee that it will be accepted". 

McCarthy said the authority that 
manages the lake is bracing for a surge 
in visitors should the ICS declare a new 
epoch. If the lake does mark the start of 
the Anthropocene, a brass plaque sig- 
nalling the epoch will be kept in a cryo- 
genic unit at the University of Ottawa 
rather than in the lakes depths — to 
avoid people stealing it as a memento as 
has happened with other golden spikes. 


Boy, 15, charged after maths teacher stabbed in school corridor 


Will Humphries 
Southwest Correspondent 


A 15-year-old boy has been charged 
with attempted wounding with intent 
after a maths teacher was stabbed at a 
school in Gloucestershire. 

The boy, who cannot be named, was 
also charged with possession of a blade 
on school premises and was being kept 
in police custody before appearing at 
Cheltenham magistrates' court today. 


The teacher, James Sansom, 27, was 
attacked at Tewkesbury Academy on 
Monday after he heard a knock at his 
classroom door and went into the hall- 
way to investigate. 

A sibling of one pupil at the school 
said: "People in the class said someone 
knocked on the door and Mr Sansom 
has gone out to see who it [was]. They 
heard screaming and shouting. After a 
couple of minutes he didn't return." 

Sansom, who teaches maths and was 


beginning his lesson at the time, was 
taken to hospital with one stab wound 
and was discharged that day. 

He said in a statement that he was 
"recovering well". He is due to move to 
a new job after the summer term and 
said: “It would mean a lot to meto have 
the opportunity to say goodbye [at the 
school] before I move on.” 

Gloucestershire police said that the 
motivation for the attack was unclear. 
There was no evidence to suggest that it 


was linked to terrorism. The school was 
locked down for more than two hours. 
Pupils and teachers barricaded them- 
selves into classrooms while armed 
police searched the school. Two other 
schools near by were told to shut their 
doors. 

The suspect was arrested two hours 
later in the village of Stoke Orchard, 
about four miles away. 

The school opened yesterday after 
“careful assessment and consultation 


with police”. Uniformed police officers 
were manning every entrance and 
exit. 

A school spokesman said: “We feel it 
is important for our students to be able 
to return toa sense of normality in their 
school, where we will be providing a 
range of additional mental and emo- 
tional support for students and staff. 
Police will retain a presence at the 
school for the coming days to provide 
reassurance.” 
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Wreck'^ bounty of blades and coins 


Jack Blackburn History Correspondent 


It is the stuff of a children’s pirate story: 
a sunken ship, silver coins and 100 
exquisite sabres — and all of them are 
emerging from a shipwreck off the 
Kent coast. 

The Rooswijk was a Dutch East India 
Company ship sailing for Jakarta in 
1740 when it ran aground on the Good- 
win Sands off Deal and sank. The wreck 
was found at the start of this century 
and divers started to explore the site six 
years ago. Now treasures are being un- 
covered. 

A video by Historic England shows 
the shipwreck 25m (85ft) beneath the 
waves as well as some of the artefacts 
that have been recovered. As the Roos- 
wijk was laden for a voyage at the height 
of European imperial trade, there 
were thousands of treasures aboard. 

The most intriguing find lurked 
within one of five chests that were lift- 
ed from the sea. It contained 100 intri- 
cately etched sabre blades, beautifully 
marked with images of the sun and 
moon. The blades had no hilts and it is 
not known whether the handles are in 
another chest yet to be uncovered or 
that the intention was to complete the 
swords at a later date. Their proposed 
use is also unclear. j 

Martijn Manders, from the Cul- 
tural Heritage Agency of the #y 
Netherlands, said: “It takes a lot JA" 
of effort to excavate a shipwreck. T4y: 
The conservation has proven to 
be just as challenging. Through 5 
mini excavations in the lab we * 


know so much more about the ship, ™ 
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Secrets of the Rooswijk, which ran aground off Kent in 1740, are being revealed 


the people on board and their trade.” 
Only one chest has been opened so 
far as the process takes years. Con- 
cretion and corrosion layers were 
stripped before the wood was ana- 
lysed. When the chest was opened a 
similar anti-corrosive process was re- 
peated 100 times for each sword. 
“For one chest, we know there are 


other chests, it would be reasonable to 
© assume they would contain the same 

amount,” Angela Middleton, the senior 
archaeological conservator at Historic 
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England, said. About 2,500 artefacts 
have been found in this round of re- 
trievals, including 1,846 silver coins. 
The discovery is being placed at the 
forefront of this years Festival of 
Archaeology, which aims to get child- 
ren engaged with history. 

The piratical air of the Rooswijk dis- 
covery is of interest for children, even if 
that is not where the truth of the wreck 
lies. “It’s like an adventure story,” Mid- 
dleton said. 

The Festival of Archaeology, orga- 
nised by the Council for British 
Archaeology, will run from July 15 to 30. 


Priest resigns 
after claim he 
wrestled teens 


Kaya Burgess 
Religious Affairs Correspondent 


The priest who founded the Soul Survi- 
vor church and its Christian youth festi- 
vals has resigned four months after 
allegations of inappropriate behaviour 
became public. 

The Rev Mike Pilavachi founded the 
church in Watford in the early 1990s 
and set up its festivals, which drew tens 
of thousands of young people to hear 
Christian music. In March, he was 
asked to step back from the church and 
in May he was suspended during an in- 
vestigation by the Church of England 
into allegations that he had given mas- 
sages to teenage interns and engaged 
them in wrestling matches. 

The Times reported that concerns 
about Pilavachis conduct had been 
raised with senior staff and trustees at 
Soul Survivor as long ago as 2004. He 
posted an update on his social media 
accounts yesterday, saying: “I have to- 
day resigned as associate pastor of Soul 
Survivor Watford. The church needs to 
heal and I have realised that my con- 
tinued presence will hinder that.” 

The Soul Survivor church said that it 
was “committed to a robust and wide- 
ranging review of the culture, leader- 
ship and governance of Soul Survivor 
Watford with external, independent 
support”. The church’s national safe- 
guarding team said it would “continue 
to listen to and offer support to those 
who come forward” with reports. 
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Peers foibles 
took the biscuit 


Another hereditary peers' 
by-election is required after the 
death of the 4th Lord Palmer, crumb 
of the famous Huntley & Palmers 
biscuit family. An eccentric fellow 
who said he was incredibly rich on 
paper but complained about tipping, 
Palmer owned a 110-room mansion 
in Berwickshire with the world's 
only silver-plated staircase. In 2000, 
he appealed for volunteers to polish 
it in return for wine and sandwiches 
after his head buffer retired. Not 
that he was ungenerous: one of his 
last contributions to Parliament was 
to praise the kindness of the staff on 
the east coast main line and say they 
all deserved “a serious clap on the 
back". Somehow this offer didn't 
prevent another RMT strike. 
Palmer also practised personal thrift. 
In 2021 he secured a debate on food 
waste to which his only contribution 
was to moan about sell-by dates. *I 
once ate a biscuit that was 20 years 
old," he said. "It was perfectly edible." 
POPE'S BAKER ON BREADLINE 
After 93 years of supplying popes 
with their daily bread, the Vatican’s 
i us bakery has closed. In 1930 


Angelo Arrigonis grandfather 
began to deliver bread to Pius XI in 
a chest for which only he and the 
paranoid Pope had keys. The family 
have baked for Holy Fathers ever 
since. Benedict XVI lived in the 
Vatican for years as a cardinal and 
used to visit their shop in person. 
When he became Pope, Arrigoni 
called the Vatican to take his order. 
"He already has a baker he likes,” a 
nun replied. “Yes, it’s me,” he told 
her. He blames Covid and energy 
prices for his decision to close. It’s 
become too hard to make a crust. 
DRINK LIKE A FISH, MPS TOLD 
Before a night of heavy voting, the 
government chief whip was anxious 
that his troops didnt pass out from 
walking through the lobby. The 
Guido Fawkes website reported that 
Simon Hart emailed the troops 
yesterday to advise them that since 
it was a warm evening they should 
drink lots of water, with the unsaid 


implication that other liquids would 
be frowned on. Normally Tories 
complain about the nanny state. 
Next Hart will be telling them not 
to go out without an umbrella in 
case it rains and to take a hanky 
rather than use their sleeves. 
Another Johnson has entered the 
world with the birth of Frank Alfred 
Odysseus, Boris giving his son the 
name of a famous liar who left his 
wife at home while he had a string of 
affairs. The initials may also remind 
him of his days in Whitehall. James 
Chalmers, regius professor of law at 
Glasgow University, remarked that 
FAO Johnson could be “the first child 
to be named after a memo”. 
MCKELLEN HOLDS THE LEAD 

Sir Ian McKellen is playing a 
dogwalker in Frank and Percy at the 
Theatre Royal, Windsor, a role he 
has wanted since his teens. When 
his widowed father sought approval 
to get remarried, the 13-year-old 
McKellen said he would give his 
blessing so long as they also got a 
dog. "The dog arrived the same day 
Gladys did,” said McKellen, above. 
He’ owned several since but knows 
the deal about their affections. “A 
dog’s love, passioned as it is, is not 
all-embracing,” he told Whats On 
Stage. “It’s all to do with food.” 
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Founder of grieving 
charity dies aged 43 


Debbie White 


One of Britain's most successful fintech 
entrepreneurs has died aged 43 from a 
rare form of bone cancer. 

Nick Hungerford, a former stock- 
broker who co-founded Nutmeg, a 
digital wealth management firm, in 
2011, had recently set up a charity to 
support children bereaved due to ter- 
minal illness. He named Elizabeth's 
Smile as a tribute to his daughter Eliza- 
beth, aged two, whom he described as 
“a true daddys girl”. 

The charity announced on its web- 
site that he had died on July 6 and ina 
tribute added: “Nick leaves behind a 
legacy of compassionate innovation." 

Hungerford had spoken last month 
about dying from Ewing sarcoma, 
which had left him in severe pain. 

He had first noticed something was 
wrong in December 2019, when he felt 
a pain in his right thigh. An x-ray 
showed a five-inch tumour and he was 
diagnosed with the cancer, which can 
also affect tissue around the bones. 

Hungerford had an operation to re- 
move his femur and replace it with tita- 
nium, as well as chemotherapy, but the 
cancer returned at the end of 2021. He 
told The Daily Telegraph that treat- 
ment including radiotherapy had given 
him an extra 18 months to spend more 
time with his wife Nancy and their 
daughter. 

Hungerford got the idea for the char- 
ity in January last year when he and 


Nancy were offered alternative thera- 
pies and family counselling to help, but 
were told that there was nothing avail- 
ablefor children. Hesaid: "My daughter 
is not going to be condemned to a life- 
time of grief, worry or disadvantage 
because of my illness. She is always 
smiling — which cheers everyone up — 
and I am determined that smile won't 
stop after I have gone. I had to do some- 
thing — starting now and continuing 
beyondthe grave — that would prevent 
these vulnerable children from suffer- 
ing any more than is necessary.” 

His charity, which provides practical 
resourcesto children in the UK and US, 
paid tribute to a "distinguished entre- 
preneur and compassionate visionary”. 

Born in Bristol, Hungerford studied 
at Exeter and Stanford universities and 
began his career as a wealth manager at 
Barclays and Brewin Dolphin. 


Nick Hungerford is survived by his 
wife Nancy and Elizabeth, his daughter 
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Lorry deaths 
smuggler gets 
12 years in jail 


Debbie White 


A people smuggler has been jailed for 
more than 12 years for killing 39 Viet- 
namese adults and children whose 
bodies were found in a lorry trailer. 

Marius Mihai Draghici, 50, fled the 
UK and was arrested by police in his 
native Romania in August before being 
extradited. Last month Draghici, who 
charged migrants up to £13,000 for a 
“VIP” crossing to the UK, pleaded 
guilty at the Old Bailey to 39 charges of 
manslaughter. 

Bill Emlyn Jones KC, for the prosecu- 
tion, told the court that the victims’ last 
hours “must have entailed unimagina- 
ble suffering and anguish”. Some tried 
to batter their way out of the sealed, air- 
tight container with a pole as it was 
transported by ferry from Zeebrugge in 
Belgium to Purfleet in Essex. 

Mr Justice Garnham jailed Draghici 
for 12 years and seven months. 

The victims’ bodies were found in 
Grays after the temperature in the trail- 
er rose to 38.5 C. Many left messages for 
loved ones on their mobile phones. One 
text message by a young mother read: 
“Cannot breathe any more.” 

Four other gang members were jailed 
in 2021 for between 13 and 27 years for 
the manslaughter of the migrants. 


Apology for blacklisted weapons expert 


Jack Malvern 


A government laboratory has offered a 
“sincere apology” to a chemical weap- 
ons expert who it blacklisted from an 
event after finding tweets critical of the 
government. 

The Defence Science and Techno- 
logy Laboratory, commonly known as 
Porton Down, disinvited Dan Kaszeta 
from a conference in May on the basis 
thatit had “identified material that crit- 
icises government officials and policy”. 

Paul Hollinshead, chief executive of 
Porton Down, has admitted that its de- 
cision was based on an analysis of Kas- 
zeta’s Twitter activity and was improp- 
er. ^I am writing to offer my sincere 
apologies for DSTLS error in rescind- 


ing your invitation to the Chemical 
Weapons Demilitarisation conference 
in May this year," Hollinshead wrote. 
“This decision was incorrectly taken 
following informal checks of your 
social media posts, and due to a misap- 
plication of Cabinet Office guidance.” 
The Cabinet Office issued guidance 
in 2021 telling staff to “avoid any invita- 
tions being issued to individuals and/or 
organisations that have provided ad- 
verse commentary on government 
policy, political decisions, approaches 
or individuals in government that could 
undermine our position on impartiality 
and create reputational damage”. This 
guidance appears to have been taken up 
by various departments and agencies, 
each applying their own interpretation. 


Hollinshead wrote to Kaszeta on July 
7 stating that the agency should not 
have rescinded an invitation on the 
basis that a speaker had criticised gov- 
ernment policy and was undertaking a 
review of its processes. 

Kaszeta, writing today in The Times, 
said that being banned was “bad for my 
career” and bad for democracy. He said 
that the apology was a vindication for 
him but did not go far enough. “Apolo- 
gies to other victims of blacklisting 
would be even better... Secret blacklists 
are indefensible in a modern demo- 
cracy. The fact that a policy was applied 
to me in error does not address the issue 
that they exist.” 

Edward Lucas, a Liberal Democrat 
candidate at the next election and a 


Times columnist who first wrote about 
the blacklisting, said that he knew of up 
to 12 people who had been disinvited 
from government events as a result of 
the policies. 

“Some of them are extremely wary to 
speak out because they think it would 
be career suicide,” Lucas said. “[The 
number of people] shows it is not a one- 
off — not one civil servant making a 
bad decision. It’s a pattern. We want to 
make this guidance public rather than 
secret.” 

He and Kaszeta are applying for judi- 
cial review to force government depart- 
ments to publish their vetting policies 
and determine whether they breach 
human rights law (freedom of expres- 
sion), the equality act (discrimination 
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on grounds of political belief) and data 
protection regulations. 

Lucas added that the government 
might have avoided the process if it had 
apologised to Kaszeta immediately. 

Kaszeta said that he felt that the gov- 
ernment was trying to “fob me off” with 
an apology. He said that the rescinding 
of his invitation had been absurd 
because he spoke at the same confer- 
ence two years earlier with no negative 
ramifications. 

Asked whether his career had suf- 
fered, he said: “I don’t think so, but on 
the other hand it’s been incredibly 
draining. I get the feeling that maybe I 
wont be invited in the future.” 

No place for blacklisting in democracy, 
Dan Kaszeta, page 20 
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the human diet, 
being notably high 
in protein, fibre and 
iron, faba — or broad 
— beans enrich the 
soil they grow in 

by fixing nitrogen, 
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the British climate, 
concludes Joanne 
Lunn, Waitrose 
senior sustainability 
and ethics manager 
for health: "It's really 
looking at the big 
questions we're 
trying to answer at a 
societal level at the 
moment: how can we 
turn our food system 
into something 
which produces 
sustainable, healthy 
food for all? 


These sorts of 
initiatives look at ways 
in which we can start 
to shift the current 
status quo and create 
something better 

for people and the 

the planet." 
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Mortgage rate rises 
'near tipping point 


George Nixon Money Reporter 
Ben Martin Banking Editor 


Britains biggest building society has 
warned that rising mortgage rates are 
near a "tipping point" beyond which 
switching to an interest-only deal will 
not soften the blow for households. 
Henry Jordan, an executive at 
Nationwide, told MPs that converting 
toan interest-only loan, which is one of 
the options that lenders are offering to 
help customers deal with rising borrow- 
ing costs, was unlikely to help house- 
holds once mortgage rates reached 
between 6.25 per cent and 6.5 per cent. 
According to Moneyfacts, the data 
provider, rates on two-year deals are at 
6.66 per cent, the highest since August 
2008. Yesterday they passed the peak of 
6.65 per cent reached on October 20, 
after Kwasi Kwarteng's mini-budget. 
Jordan said that customers of 
Nationwide, Britains second-largest 
mortgage lender, were seeing an in- 
crease in monthly payments of about 
£235 asthey moved from deals of about 
2.25 per cent to those of 5.5 per cent. 
“If they convert to interest-only they 
could move to a lower payment,” he 
said. "Even though their rate will in- 
crease, moving to interest-only would 
morethan offset that increase. That re- 
mains true until you get to somewhere 
between 6.25 and 6.5 per cent, so that 
might be a kind of tipping point at 
which options like interest-only wont 
be sufficient to offset the increase in 
payments that customers will see.” 
The mortgage broker L&C said that 
the average of the cheapest two-year 
fixed deals at Britain's ten largest mort- 
gage lenders, including Nationwide, 
was now 6.04 per cent. 
Jordan was speaking to MPs along- 


side representatives from Lloyds, San- 
tander, Skipton Building Society and 
Paragon Bank about how the banks 
were supporting homeowners dealing 
with the highest interest rates in 15 
years. 

Over the past two months average 
monthly mortgage repayments have 
risen by £170 a month, or £2,040 a year, 
on a typical £200,000 25-year loan. 
They have now exceeded the peak 
reached after Kwarteng's £45 billion 
package of tax cuts last September, 
which sent government and household 
borrowing costs soaring. The budget 
measures were quickly overturned and 
mortgage rates fell afterwards, but they 
have since risen as fears about inflation 
have grown. 

Simon Gammon, from Knight Frank 
Finance, a mortgage broker, said that 
he expected mortgage rates to peak at 
about 7 per cent. 

Lenders including Barclays, NatWest 
and Yorkshire Building Society are due 
to increase their rates again this week. 
The rapid pace of rises has been attrib- 
uted to worse-than-expected inflation 
data, which put the annual rate of con- 
sumer price inflation at 8.7 per cent for 
two consecutive months. Data released 
yesterday by the Office for National 
Statistics, which found that average pay 
rose by a record 73 per cent in the three 
months to May, has led to expectations 
the Bank of England will increase inter- 
est rates further next month. 

The executives told MPs that al- 
though mortgage arrears had re- 
mained low, they expected financial 
pressures on households to rise. "What 
I expect to see over the next six months 
is that we will see more customers with 
financial stress," Charlotte Harrison, of 
Skipton, said. 
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1,700 families in biggest review 
yet of NHS maternity failings 


Kat Lay Health Editor 


About 1,700 families are set to be in- 
volved in what is expected to be the 
largest review into NHS maternity ser- 
vices after a scandal that caused “life- 
changing harm" to mothers and babies. 

Bereaved relatives wept as the senior 
midwife heading a inquiry into mater- 
nity care failings at the Nottingham 
University Hospitals NHS Trust prom- 
ised to “do all I can" to make sure no one 
else suffers the same harm. 

Donna Ockenden told a public meet- 
ing on Monday that behind the figures 
were mothers and babies who suffered 
harm, “often avoidable, life-changing 
harm made worse by having to fight to 
be heard”. 

She said: “I know there are local fami- 
lies struggling to provide 24-hour care 
for babies who have been left severely 
brain damaged. I have heard from a 
mother whose baby is so poorly she 
asks herself regularly, ‘Would it have 
been better if my baby had passed 
away?’ I know there are families who 
never brought their babies home, or ba- 
bies who did come home but died short- 
ly afterwards. I know there are little 
boys and girls out there in Nottingham- 
shire today without their mummy ... I 
know this is true because I have met 
those families.” 

The review will focus on maternity 
units at the Queen’s Medical Centre 
and the City Hospital, both run by Not- 
tingham University Hospitals (NUH). 

The trust has accepted its maternity 
services were unsafe and paid almost 
£90 million in compensation for claims 
relating to deaths, stillbirths and babies 
left brain damaged. 

The chief constable of Nottingham- 
shire police attended the meeting and 
has pledged to review cases. 

The trust’s chief executive, Anthony 
May, who came into office last Septem- 
ber, said: “Some of the stories I have 
heard will undoubtedly stay with me for 
a very long time but it pales into insig- 
nificance to the pain and suffering 
these families have endured ... there is 
much that we must do now to improve 
our services.” 

While the trust had planned to pub- 
licly apologise to the families involved, 
the families told them it would be more 
meaningful if it came after the review's 
findings were published. May said the 
trust was "fully committed" to saying 
sorry at an appropriate time. 


Case study 


ack and Sarah 

Hawkins 

worked for 

Nottingham 

University 
Hospitals Trust until 
their daughter, 
Harriet, died during 
labour in April 2016. 
Midwives delayed 
recognising that Mrs 
Hawkins was in 
labour, telling her not 
to attend the 
maternity ward for six 
days. By the time she 
was admitted, Harriet 
had died. 

The trust paid 
£2.8 million in 
compensation in an 
out-of-court 
settlement. 

Mr Hawkins 
welcomed Donna 
Ockenden's 
involvement. “I am 
feeling optimistic. In 
some ways, there 
already has been 
action," he said. 
"They cannot step 
back from this now. 
Donna is great, she is 
powerful, she is 
honest, she is fair. 
I'm hoping at the end 
[of the review] we will 
be able to say Harriet 
didn't die in vain." 

His wife, who had 
another daughter, 
Lottie, in 2019, said 
that Ockenden’s 
appointment “was a 
massive relief. We 
thought we might 
finally get a proper 
review with someone 
independent." 

She added: ^When 
the review ends, our 
daughter will still be 
dead, but we might 
not have to fight so 
much. We haven't 
been able to grieve 
properly." 


JACOB KING/PA 


Jack and Sarah 
Hawkins with their 
daughter Lottie. The 
couple's baby girl 
Harriet died during 
labour in 2016 


Prue Leith: 
Child obesity 
is a job for 
nanny state 


TIMES 
Health Commission 


Kat Lay 
Rhys Blakely Science Correspondent 


The nanny state must step in and insist 
on cooking lessons at school to beat 
obesity, Prue Leith has said. 

Leith, a judge on The Great British 
Bake Off, said tackling poor diets and 
the problems that followed required “a 
really massive effort" and politicians 
should not shy away from that. 

“We dont mind the fact that the 
nanny state insists we go to school to 
learn maths;" she said. "So the nanny 
state who has to pay enormous sums of 
money to rectify the problem of obesity 
has every right to want the nation to 
learn to like good food and to learn 
about nutrition." 

At a hearing of The Times Health 
Commission, a year-long inquiry into 
health and social care, Leith said: “The 
poorest person knows vegetables are 
better for them than chocolate. So, yes, 
education is important. But the main 
thing is physical. Getting to like it” 

Leith has been deeply involved in 
food education, chairing the School 
Food Trust, a quango responsible for 
improving food in schools, between 
2007 and 2010. She founded a charity 
called Focus on Food, now part of the 
Soil Association, to promote cooking in 
the curriculum, and in 2018 helped to 
launch Chefs in Schools, recruiting 
chefs for school kitchens. 

She had hesitated to join The Great 
British Bake Off because it promoted 
cake. But she added: "Generally cooks 
eat much more healthily than non- 
cooks." 

Studies have shown that factory- 

produced bread, crisps and biscuits are 
linked to type 2 diabetes, cardio- 
vascular disease and other ailments. 
9 Family doctors should check for 
deficiency of vitamin B12 when older 
people or vegans come in complaining 
of tiredness, poor eyesight or mobility 
problems, the National Institute for 
Health and Care Excellence has recom- 
mended. It said that 46,000 people 
could benefit from its first guidelines for 
diagnosing and managing such defi- 
ciency, with older people one of the 
main groups at risk. 


Rylance provides a revelatory show about a paradoxical maverick 


Theatre Dominic Maxwell 


Dr Semmelweis 
Harold Pinter Theatre, SW1 
ooo 


If I told you this was a play about 
remembering to wash your hands, 
you might not race to snap up a seat. 
And yet, in this biographical play 
about a 19th-century medical pioneer 
in antiseptic procedures, Mark 
Rylance has cooked up one of the 
most singular achievements of his 
remarkable career. 

Antiseptic procedures? Not a sexy 
premise, you might think, even with 
its Covid-era resonance. Yet this is a 
revelatory spin on the lone-man- 
takes-on-the-complacent- 
establishment plot that powers, say, 


Mark Rylance excels as the charming, 
brilliant, raging and ruthless pioneer 


An Enemy of the People or Jaws. 
Rylance first devised it before the 
pandemic, with a team including the 
playwright Stephen Brown, the 
director Tom Morris and the 
choreographer Antonia Franceschi. It 
opened at the Bristol Old Vic last year 
to reviews that went from middling to 
mighty. Here in London it feels 
mighty, a show that uses every facet 
of theatricality, sometimes all at once. 
A show that, granted, at first appears 
complex to the point of convoluted. 

On Ti Greens womb-dark set, the 
Hungarian doctor Ignaz Semmelweis 
is visited at home by old friends from 
the Vienna General Hospital. 

Will he return to his old work 
reforming the hospitals obstetrics 
unit to save mothers’ and babies’ 
lives? No? Why not? 

Cue this outwardly diffident yet 
inwardly fiery maverick — classic 
Rylance! — guiding his pregnant wife, 


Maria (Amanda Wilkin), through 
events. Semmelweis examined why 
the midwives’ maternity ward had 
many fewer deaths than the doctors’. 
Only slowly did he and his colleagues 
(Ewan Black, Felix Hayes, Jude 
Owusu ... I wish there were room to 
name all of this outstanding ensemble 
of 18, plus musicians) get to the 
bottom of it. 

Once you get your bearings, it 
moves like a thriller. An eccentric 
thriller, yet the layers of stagecraft 
and empathy in this beautifully bold 
production make Dr Semmelweis zing 
with acuity. A chorus of dancers 
interweaves with the action, as does 
the string quartet playing 
Adrian Sutton’s chamber music. The 
point is made, but not laboured, that 
no man is an island. Not even a 
maverick hero. 

There is humour as well as physical 
theatre, music, anger, sadness, 


emotional nuance. Semmelweis 
questions the system, but matron 
(Pauline McLynn), the conservative 
head doctor (Alan Williams) and his 
stunned wife alike question him back. 
And all have a point. 

At 63 Rylance is old for the role — 
Semmelweis died in 1865, aged 47 — 
and yet who better than this actor to 
embody (seemingly effortlessly) the 
paradoxes of someone of such charm, 
clumsiness, humanity, brilliance, 
ruthlessness, innocence and rage? 

His crusading rides roughshod over 
feelings as well as conventions. 
Rylance motors a long but gripping 
show that discards his character 
slightly too swiftly as he loses his grip. 

So why have you probably not 
heard of Ignaz Semmelweis? 

You'll find out in a show that 
reveals the power and the pitfalls of 
men on a mission. 

To October 7, drsemmelweistheplay.com 


ARE HUNGRY WHERE YOU LIVE? 


With a gift of £90, you could provide the equivalent 
of 360 meals to children going hungry this summer. 


Attending local schools, playing in the parks you walk through, 
or perhaps living on your street - there are likely to be children 
who do not have enough to eat. 


Over the school holidays, the extra costs for childcare and food 
push many families to breaking point. With food prices 
continuing to skyrocket, families are crumbling. 


Meanwhile, 3 million tonnes of good-to-eat, surplus food 
needlessly goes to waste annually in the UK. 

If you want to change this, there is something you can do 
today to build a better, more just society. 

With a gift of £90 to FareShare, you could provide the 
equivalent of three nutritious meals a day to four children 

for a month - that's 360 meals. 

Here's how your gift will help: 

FareShare receives good quality, surplus food from supermarkets, 
farms and manufacturers. Your generosity means we can 
redistribute the food to our network of 8,500 local charities 
and community groups across the UK. This includes youth 
groups and community centres, where families can receive 
meals along with vital support, like activity camps for 
children over the summer. 


The nourishment your generosity will provide goes you could provide 
far beyond food. It can also support families and the equivalent of three 


trength ities. v 
strengthen communities healthy meals a day “Fa reShare 
Give today and your £90 gift will be to four children fighting hunger, 


match funded making it worth £180. for a month. tackling food Wail 


How your £90 could © 
a od ON e. 9 efl. 9 
feed four children 
who are hungry Surplus food is FareShare redistributes Children can get healthy 
this summer received from the food to local charities meals at day centres, youth 
suppliers. helping people in need. groups and community cafés. 

Yes, | want to give a gift which could help to feed four children in the UK Z 
over the summer holidays. Name: 
Complete and post to Freepost FareShare. You do not need a stamp. ee 
Please accept my gift of: i 

£21 for 84 meals Postcode: 

£90 for 360 meals We need your address to claim Gift Aid 

My chosen amount of £ Many of our supporters like to hear from us via email every 
| enclose a Cheque/Postal Order/Voucher made payable to FareShare now and then. If you do too, please fill in your details below: 
OR please debit my: | | Visa Mastercard Amex Email: 
Card No: 

: If you prefer not to hear from us by post, please get 

Start Date: / Expiry Date: / SER OE in touch by calling us on 0300 302 3677 or emailing 
Signature 


consent at any time. FareShare takes appropriate 
ESO your gift by asse crar fedi measures to keep your personal information 
B H 


MU NM : : : he safe. Read our privacy policy in full here 
Yes, | would like FareShare to claim Gift Aid on this donation, as well as on all giftaid üt 


Date fundraiser@fareshare.org.uk. You can withdraw your 


the donations | have made in the past 4 years and on all future gifts of money that fareshare.org.uk/privacy-policy/ 

| donate. FareShare will reclaim 25p of tax on every £1 | give. By ticking this box À , 

| confirm that | am a UK tax payer and understand that ifi pay less Income Tax ARS alee win , , 
and/or Capital Gains Tax in the current tax year than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations FUNDRAISING A eee 
across all charities it is my responsibility to pay any difference. REGULATOR and d (SC003558). 
*When you give a gift today, it will be doubled at no cost to you. Long-standing FareShare supporters, Mike and 


Helen Brown, are kindly matching all gifts up to a combined value of £100,000. So your gift will be making twice 
the impact, doubling the number of meals redistributed. 


1https:/foodfoundation.org.uk/publication/child-food-insecurity- 
doubles-fueling-calls-urgent-expansion-free-school-meals 


To give online please visit fareshare.org.uk/holidayhunger or scan the QR Code. 
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What will require me to change: a thread 


From social media habits to how we vote, even riots in France, our choices reflect those around us reinforcing a new norm 


CARINA JOHANSEN/AFP/GETTY IMAGES 


Daniel C m 
Finkelstein 416 
@DANNYTHEFINK 


hould I stop using Twitter 

and use Threads instead? 

Last week we saw the launch 

of Metas new social media 

app, linked to Instagram. 
And there was a rush to set up 
Threads accounts. I set one up too. 
After all, perhaps everyone else 
would and would start using their 
new accounts. But then again 
perhaps they wouldn't. 

My dilemma wouldn't be that 
interesting even to me, let alone 
anyone else. Except for this: while I 
was thinking about the decision I 
realised it might help shed light on 
numerous other things I care about a 
great deal. Will the riots in France be 
repeated here? Can the Conservative 
Party ever move back to the centre- 
right? How did Sir Keir Starmer win 
dominance over the Labour Party? 
Why did Black Lives Matter take off? 
What was the role of Rosa Parks in 
the civil rights movement? The more 
I thought about Twitter and Threads 
the more important the question 
seemed to be. 

I'd better explain. 

I have 420,000 followers on 
Twitter. I have also slowly built up a 
range of accounts I follow and which 
provide me with useful views and 
information. I learn things all the 
time from scrolling. Sure, there are 
fatuous comments and aggressive 
arguments but there are also 
academic papers, political speeches 
and video clips that keep me 
informed and entertained. And I use 
it to share both my Times articles 


and my new book with other users. 
To move to another social media app 
would, therefore, be costly. I've so far 
only a few hundred followers on 
Threads and it would take me ages 
to build up the list of other accounts 
I wanted to follow. That is assuming 
they are even posting on Threads. I 
certainly don't want to have to post 
things twice or read two apps. Using 
one absorbs quite enough time. 

Of course, there is Elon Musk. I’m 
not wild about him and he’s wild 
enough about himself to do for the 
both of us. But the fact that he owns 
Twitter has little impact on my life. I 
have no wish (or enough self- 
importance) to attempt to change 
the social media environment by my 
own choice of app. All I am 
interested in is where I can best find 
everyone else with whom I enjoy 
communicating electronically. 

In other words, the decision is a 
co-ordination problem. There is no 
point me moving if others don't move 


Moving from Twitter to 
Threads requires a shift 
in the group I follow 


and there are significant costs to 
doing so. It’s like going into a room, 
meeting new business clients and 
trying to give them fist bumps when 
they are offering hands to shake. 

Considering how this problem 
might be resolved led me to the 
fascinating book Change: How to 
Make Big Things Happen by 
Professor Damon Centola. Part of 
the book is a study of how Twitter 
spread in the first place, one that the 
professor believes challenges many 
traditional notions of how people 
acquire habits. 

Some social habits, such as using a 
simple hashtag, spread quickly like a 


Birmingham city centre 
apartments from £198,000 


Sapphire Court 
Is a premium residential 
development in the 


virus. A well-known influencer might 
be able to change habits in this way, 
very quickly. You need encounter the 
virus only once to catch it. But other 
social changes are resisted because 
the change is costly. And this makes 
the spread harder. The use of a new 
social media app is an example. 

The way such costly change 
spreads is through closely related 
people continuously reinforcing the 
change. So Twitter spread in the San 
Francisco Bay Area "travelling from 
block to block, neighbourhood to 
neighbourhood, across the city”. 
Then it jumped, initially one city at a 
time, to other cities with links to San 
Francisco. It took years to explode 
across the nation. In other words, it 
is the thickness of local social ties 
that was crucial. 

Centola goes further. His work 
suggests that within a local 
community there is a tipping point of 
25 per cent that turns the behaviour 
of individuals into a group norm. 

Take the French riots and whether 
they could happen here (as Francois 
Hollande suggested they might). 
Participating in a riot is costly 
because few want to risk setting a 
building on fire only to turn around 
and discover that no one is joining in. 
Participants want to be sure they have 
solved the co-ordination problem 
and won't be rioting on their own. 

So riots don't take place because 
there is a general feeling of 
dissatisfaction or even a sharp feeling 
of racial and social inequalities. They 
take place because the anger is 
concentrated within a geographical 
and socially linked group with 
enough interconnection for each 
member to continually reinforce the 
instinct of others. There might be 
strong discontent but this turns into 
rioting only when more than 25 per 
cent of people in a given small area 
decide on that course. It can then 


A lack of fondness for Elon Musk will 
not keep most users off his platform 


spread to other similar areas. So 
while riots certainly can happen in 
Britain (which we know, because they 
have), the particular social geography 
of France — concentrating poor and 
discriminated-against ethnic groups 
and (often insufficiently mentioned) 
young males in the same areas — 
makes the French particularly 
vulnerable to rioting. 

This also applies to other social 
behaviour. Centola reviews the 
history of Black Lives Matter and of 
Rosa Parks, the woman whose 
refusal to sit at the back of a bus 
ignited the civil rights movement, to 
show a similar pattern. Parks, for 
instance, was not the first person to 
engage in such a refusal. But she had 
unusually strong locally 
concentrated ties. 

So social change takes place when 
the balance of behaviour tips within 


concentrated social and geographical 
groups. Something like this has 
definitely happened on the right, 
with the creation of media and local 
organisation which has changed the 
discussion, shifting it in a populist 
direction. And on the left too, where 
in concentrated groups — among 
young, highly educated people, for 
instance — there has been a shift 
towards a new progressive dialogue 
(often attacked as “woke”). 

Whether the balance of opinion 
will tip back again depends not only 
on how attractive a change is but 
how concentrated support for it is. 
The shift of the Labour Party 
achieved by Starmer was possible 
because support for Jeremy Corbyn 
was lightly held and widespread, 
whereas Starmer's was concentrated 
in officeholders and certain 
constituencies. In the Conservative 
Party the advantages of 
concentration may favour the right, 
the centre lacking the same 
institutional and media base. 

Whether I move from Twitter to 
Threads depends not on the general 
advantages of the move but on 
whether there is a shift in the 
professional group — commentators, 
journalists, scientists, social scientists 
— that I tend to follow and who 
follow me. That would require it to 
reach as high as 25 per cent, which is 
quite a lot of people. 

I simply cant tell whether that is 
going to happen. But it's been really 
interesting thinking about it. 


daniel.finkelstein@thetimes.co.uk 
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Erdogan sniffs an opening as he snubs Putin 


Turkey's pivot to Nato shows the weakened Russian leader is no longer the strongmans strongman 


Roger 
Boyes 


@ROGERBOYES 


hey looked like a bunch of 
blokes flying off on a 
weekend stag do: blue 
T-shirts, bearded, well fed, 
posing on the plane, arms 
linked with the wiry figure of 
President Zelensky. They were the 
five surviving commanders of last 
year's 80-day Russian siege of the 
Azovstal steel plant in Mariupol, a 
horrific action that left Ukraine's 
defenders haggard and traumatised. 
An exchange in September saw most 
of the Azovstal prisoners swapped 
for Russians but the commanders 
were only freed on the condition 
they be kept under tight surveillance 
in Turkey until the end of the war, 
unable to return to the battlefield. 

Now President Erdogan, the 
Turkish leader, has broken his 
promise to President Putin and freed 
them, a gift to Zelensky. Russian 
commentators are furious. "Turkey is 
becoming an unfriendly country,” 
fumed Viktor Bondarev, a Russian 
senator. Sergey Mardan, a 
propagandist, told Russian television 
viewers: "Let's all of us share this 
feeling of national humiliation." 

It shouldn't have come as a 
surprise to the Kremlin. Turkey is a 
Nato member, it was heading into an 
alliance summit and wanted to 
deflect attention from its rather 
ambiguous relations with Putin's 


regime. And Moscow has known for 
well over 18 months that Turkey has 
been supplying Ukraine with 
Bayraktar attack drones. If in doubt, 
the Kremlin needs only to watch the 
Eurovision-esque singalong YouTube 
clips of uniformed Ukrainian bands 
celebrating the weapon. 

But it seems that Erdogan, having 
just won re-election, is performing a 
real pivot. He has told Zelensky he 
backs Ukrainian membership of 
Nato, has withdrawn his opposition 
to Swedish membership and is 
offering Turkish warships to escort 
Ukrainian grain deliveries through 
the Black Sea if Russia refuses to 
renew the deal next week. He has 
even authorised France to monitor a 


He needs to attract 
investment and revive 
the faith of the markets 


nuclear reactor Russia is building in 
Turkey. A veritable snub-fest is being 
dished out for Moscow. 

These moves are, of course, 
transactional. In return for not 
blackballing Swedish membership of 
Nato, Stockholm has tightened 
measures against Kurdish activists. A 
side deal with the United States 
could smooth the way for deliveries 
of F-16 fighter jets to Turkey. 

Above all, Erdogan needs to attract 
western investment and revive the 
faith of the markets. Neither Russia 
nor the Gulf can fund Turkey's 
depleted central bank reserves. The 
country’s finances are in a ragged 
state. Hence this week's demand that 
talks about Turkish EU entry be 


rekindled. There is barely a chance of 
this happening. After all, a great 
chunk of EU aid to Turkey is 
premised on the country acting as a 
buffer against millions of refugees 
heading into Europe. 

So it's the illusion of a western tilt 
that Erdogan wants to create rather 
than its reality. But there is a serious 
component to his diplomacy. Since 
Yevgeny Prigozhin’s feeble march on 
Moscow, Putin is no longer the 
strongmans strongman. In 2016, 
Erdogan faced a coup when officers 
tried to topple him (and Putin 
offered military support). Erdogan’s 
response: TV appeals calling on 
Turks to resist the putschists, a state 
of emergency, sacking 4,000 judges 
and prosecutors, closing newspapers, 
terror legislation against the Kurds. 

Putin, by contrast, has sleepwalked 
through his own crisis of legitimacy. 
Wagner mercenaries have been 
offered jobs at the Ministry of 
Defence. Erdogans respect for his 
Kremlin crony has gone and this is 
perhaps the most important 
development from the Prigozhin 
fiasco. It is not that the sultan is 
hugging the West but he does seem to 
have frozen his membership of the 
Ottoman-Romanov neo-imperial 
strongmans club. He might even be 
calculating that he can outrun Putin 
and act as a credible champion of 
the global south. Leaders from South 
Africa, Zambia, Egypt and Senegal, 
among others, met Putin in Moscow 
last month. They told him if he really 
wanted to convene a Russia-Africa 
summit in St Petersburg in July he 
had to show himself capable of peace 
gestures. They suggested further 
prisoner exchanges and the return to 


Ukraine of children snatched by the 
Russian invaders. Most of all, though, 
they worry about galloping inflation 
generated by food, energy and 
fertilisers. 

That's where the difference 
between the autocratic styles of 
Putin and Erdogan become clear. 
Putin has been operating as a global 
disruptor. But he fails to fill the 
power vacuums this creates. Russia's 
dogged war-making in Ukraine is 
used as a testing ground for weapons 
and tactics but the results are too 
meagre and messy to act as an 
advertisement for Moscow's arms 
sales to African states that want their 
wars to end quickly. Turkey, with its 
cheap attack drones, has become a 
more attractive partner. 

The same goes for Russia's 
weaponising of food against Ukraine 
— laying mines in arable land, 
blowing up dams, blocking ports, the 
bombardment of grain silos — which 
hits Kyiv’s many agricultural 
customers in Africa. Putin was 
trusted in the south as a standard- 
bearer of the old Soviet third-world 
partnerships. Now that trust is 
oozing away. And Turkey, by vowing 
to defend the grain traffic through 
the Black Sea, suddenly looks as if it 
understands the world beyond the 
European battlefield. 

Erdogan may still be avoiding a 
clear-cut choice between the West 
and the Kremlin, and he remains 
more enigmatic in his way than 
Putin. He is a master of the political 
pirouette. One outcome of this 
week’s Nato summit is predictable: 
everyone will leave it baffled by the 
intentions of the Turkish leader. He 
will be satisfied by that. 


Matthew Parris Notebook 


Let the rail 
firms run 

under their 
own steam 


owards the end of the last 

century, before the 

privatisation of our 

railways, I wrote a 

sorrowful column about 
the neglect by British Rail of the 
cross-country traveller. Commuters 
make up the bulk of passenger travel, 
but for ordinary families away from 
the metropolis, travelling between 
places in the regions and home 
counties (especially at weekends) is 
their principal experience of trains. 
So when a private company took the 
CrossCountry franchise and more 
recently acquired some spacious 
seven-car, refurbished InterCity 125s, 
there seemed some hope. 

Dashed. I felt so sorry last Sunday 
for the mothers, fathers and children 
trying, with luggage, to get from the 
West Country to places like 
Basingstoke, Oxford, Birmingham 
and (my destination) Derby. The 
overcrowding was horrendous. Even 
people with reserved seats couldn't 


reach them. Trains were delayed by 
crowds of desperate passengers 
trying to get on or off. Why not more 
carriages? I’ve made inquiries. This 
isn't the companys fault. To save 
money, the Department for 
Transport (which is to say the 
Treasury) has ordered them to scrap 
their 125 fleet. They're restricted now 
to cramped four and five-car trains: 
screamingly inadequate. 
London-based civil servants don't 
much use cross-country services, so 
they dont care. For anyone who 
thinks nationalising our railways is the 
answer, this serves as a warning. 
Rail companies need more 
autonomy, not less. HM Treasury 


doesn't like railways. Never has. \ 


Saving face 


onday began with a swim 
M and a vigorous towel- 
dry of my hair. My 
partner being away, I 
missed breakfast, dressed 
and got straight down to 
work writing a column. 
Absorbed in this, I missed 
lunch too. I happened ) 
to notice it was 4pm, 
leapt up and packed 
hurriedly for the London 
train. It was pure, lucky 
coincidence that I caught | 
sight of my reflection in 
the kitchen window. My 
shock of still unbrushed 


hair stood almost on end. I looked 
like Ken Dodd on a bad hair day. 

Situation rectified, thank heavens, 
or I'd be exposed to comment on the 
station platform. But the problem is 
this: for days, sometimes, I never look 
in a mirror. It’s not modesty. It’s vanity. 
Inside, I'm a leaping spring lamb, but 
in the mirror I’d see a crumpled, 
grouchy-looking codger, corners of 
his mouth turned down. There’ a 
tear-jerking Oscar Wilde story about 
a misshapen dwarf in a forest, found 
and adopted by a beautiful princess 
as a grotesque curiosity, like a pug. In 
her palace he encounters his first 
mirror. It all dawns on him. His 

heart breaks and he dies. 


? Troubled waters 


any years ago, at a party 
conference in 


Birmingham with its 
wonderful, well-tended 
network of canals, a 
volunteer talked me 
into signing up for a 
small, regular 

| contribution to the 
charity on to which the 
government had 
offloaded its 
responsibilities for 
maintaining Britain's 
| incredible waterways. Ever 
since, I’ve followed the 
work of that brilliantly run 
charity, the Canal & River 


Trust. In government ownership our 
canals had been heading for ruin (see 
Treasury, above). Today, though, a 
huge amount is being done to repair, 
restore and maintain. Most of the 
cost comes from donors and fees 
from boat owners, but government 
contributes a quarter. Ministers have 
just announced a decision to cut this 
contribution by freezing it for a 
decade, as inflation eats into its 
value. The trust is in despair. Walk 
by a canal, as I so often do. Write to 
your MP. 


Bad faith 


had to do a double-take. 
[icis of Canterbury: Cut 

university funding if students 
insulted That was the headline in my 
Friday Times. Dr Welby was speaking 
at a synagogue and the insults he had 
in mind were antisemitic. For good 
measure, the prelate mentioned anti- 
trans insults too. And this from the 
leader of a church that tells gays we 
are sinners in the eyes of God, refuses 
to ordain would-be priests in same-sex 
relationships and bans gay marriages 
in its churches. What is it in the 
definition of "insulting" that doesn't 
apply here? How un-self-aware is it 
possible for an archbishop to be? 

I grow weary of Anglican leaders 
wringing their hands and telling you 
it's difficult. It isn't. So here, Dr 
Welby, is an insult of my own. This is 
cowardly. 


Secret blacklists 
have no place in a 
modern democracy 
Dan Kaszeta 


was barred from a government- 
sponsored international 
conference on chemical weapons, 
held in London in May, on the 
grounds that I had criticised the 
government and/or officials on social 
media. I am an internationally 
recognised chemical weapons expert. 
Being banned like this was bad for my 
career. It was also bad for democracy. 

I fought this decision on several 
fronts. MPs and peers helped, as did 
media coverage in this newspaper 
and elsewhere. We also raised money 
for a judicial review, asking a judge 
to rule that the ban was unlawful. 
Even the threat of legal action has 
brought results. The government has 
acknowledged it acted wrongfully 
and the Defence Science and 
Technology Laboratory, which hosted 
the conference, has apologised to me. 

That is vindication for me. 
Apologies to other victims of 
blacklisting would be even better. But 
underlying problems remain 
unaddressed. Secret blacklists are 
indefensible in a modern democracy. 
The fact that a policy was applied to 
me in error does not address the 
issue that they exist. The 
government has agreed to review the 
two policies that I and my legal team 
managed to uncover, and we hope 
this yields meaningful change. 

The "evidence" against me was my 
Twitter account. Trawling someone's 
social media accounts and evaluating 
them for political beliefs is an act of 
"special category personal data 
processing" that privacy and data 
protection laws rightly restrict. 

Many other questions remain 
unanswered. Why were the 
governments initial answers so 
misleading? Does this kind of secret, 
unaccountable vetting mean officials 
are breaking their legal obligations, 
under the civil service code, to deal 
with private citizens fairly and 
impartially? 

More fundamentally, how are such 
guidelines lawful? Even if narrowly 
applied to specific categories of 
government events, they still infringe 
free speech and freedom of belief. 
The government is required to 
evaluate whether their policies affect 
people protected under the Equality 
Act. Did they? 

In my case, it appears the policies 
were not followed and I was 
subjected to some sort of informal 
screening. How much of this goes 
on? I was seemingly blacklisted 
because officials thought a policy 
existed but — as was admitted to my 
legal team — did not apply it 
formally. 

This kind of guesswork is the 
hallmark of totalitarian regimes. We 
have moved on from the days when 
Henry Ils knights murdered Thomas 
Becket because they thought the 
king would approve. We are not 
done yet. 


Dan Kaszeta is an associate fellow at 
the Royal United Services Institute 
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West Country is suffering from Tory neglect 


The regions uei masks a forgotten electorate lagging behind the rest of the nation in education and social mobility 


Alice 
Thomson 


@ALICETTIMES 


ts July and the cars, caravans, 

surf boards, wetsuits and 

Dryrobes are wending their way 

down the A303 past Stonehenge 

or creeping along the M5 
towards Somerset, Devon and 
Cornwall. When you think about the 
West Country, it’s sandcastles, cream 
teas, scrumpy, retirement bungalows, 
Lorna Doone, Arthurian myths and 
buddleia. Anything but poverty. No 
one sees the southwest as a problem. 
It’s a holiday destination, with its 
moors and tors, high hedges, clifftop 
views and villages with names like 
Huish Champflower. 

Politicians buy ice creams on the 
seafront for the cameras, pose at 
Glastonbury or, in George Osborne’ 
case, hold their wedding in a stunning 
14th-century church in Bruton with 
cocktails round the pool at the 
immaculate Newt hotel. But they 
rarely talk about the peninsula. Britain 
is carved into the north-south divide, 
red wall voters, blue-rinse Tunbridge 
Wells, northern powerhouse and 
London. The wild west is the 
forgotten electorate. Since Pitt the 


elder and Palmerston, the West 
Country has produced few senior 
politicians to give it heft and profile 
in Westminster. Boris Johnson quickly 
escaped his childhood Exmoor valley. 

At next week’s by-election in 
Somerton and Frome, caused by the 
Tory MP David Warburtons cocaine 
use, even Sarah Dyke, the Liberal 
Democrat candidate tipped to win, 
was flummoxed when asked about 
poverty. Questioned on a political 
podcast about deprivation in the area, 
she stalled, saying she had drunk her 
coffee too fast, before adding: "That's 
a subject I don't know about.” 

That's the problem. Few seem to 
know the southwest has the worst 
educational outcomes for 
disadvantaged young people in the 


Few politicians have 
emerged since Pitt the 
Elder and Palmerston 


country. “I blame the beaches,” says 
Karl Tucker, chairman of one of the 
biggest employers, Yeo Valley. “It’s 
hard to look past the sandy stretches.” 
The West Country is the perfect 
haven to holiday or retire. Devon 
and Cornwall have the third-lowest 
crime rates of the 43 police forces in 
England and Wales while the highest 
levels of happiness are in St Ives. It’s 
a contented place for many, which is 


why house prices have soared, 
boosted by the influx of second 
home-owners. Their only grumble is 
the occasional week of rain or the 
sewage pumped on to the beaches. 

But the 5.6 million who work in 
the region often feel abandoned. 
They are rarely mentioned in the 
governments levelling-up agenda, 
yet by the age of 11 the children of 
the southwest are the furthest 
behind of any English region, with 
only 37 per cent of children from 
disadvantaged backgrounds 
reaching expected levels in reading, 
writing and maths. Fewer children 
than in any other region go on to 
higher-level apprenticeships or 
university. Instead, young adults are 
more likely to be in unskilled work 
than their peers elsewhere. In the 
constituency of Bridgwater and 
West Somerset, 42 per cent are in 
unskilled employment compared 
with 28 per cent nationally. 

Last year I was asked to join the 
South West Social Mobility 
Commission, which brings together 
major employers, charities and 
public services with the University of 
Exeter. It was a 17-year-old girl called 
Bella Dash who convinced me of the 
need for change. Bella and her 
mother had been made homeless in 
Devon on three occasions by the 
time she was nine and she still 
couldn't read or write as she 
struggled to attend classes. Now she 


is working as a cleaner but in 
lockdown, when given a computer by 
her school, she decided to teach 
herself GCSEs, discovered learning 
and excelled in her exams. In 
October she is taking up a place at 
Oxford to read geography. “Not all 
my friends want to become 
professors, but I don't feel many of us 
are being given a chance to be 
anything other than hospitality and 
care staff or farm workers,” she said. 
One of the biggest blocks on 


Bus routes have been 
eviscerated and trains 
are often cancelled 


aspiration is transport. School 
absenteeism has increased since the 
pandemic to 79 per cent, the highest 
in the country, but attendance has 
been a problem for years as pupils 
struggle to reach their schools when 
bus routes have been eviscerated and 
trains are often cancelled. Transport 
investment stands at £308 a head 
compared with a national average of 
£474. Students living in Dulverton, 
on Exmoor, face a 12-hour day to 
reach their nearest higher-education 
college. Pupils run the daily risk of 
missed connections. The dropout 
rate at sixth form is 27 per cent. The 
area needs more accessible colleges 
and more inducement to get there. 


Under-18s in London and other cities 
don't have to pay for their bus fare. 
They shouldn't have to here. 

Another issue is the lack of high- 
speed broadband, except in Johnsons 
Exmoor holiday cottage where a 
crack team of engineers laid 
expensive cabling. Every rural child 
needs a connection for remote 
learning. The University of Exeter 
has developed a tutoring project for 
undergraduates to help hone the 
basic writing skills of 12-year-olds. 
Every pupil showed an improvement 
in accuracy. Students were given 
credits and gained teaching 
experience; pupils said it boosted 
their confidence and allowed them to 
hear about campus life. "It's a win- 
win,” says Lee Elliot Major, 
professor of social mobility at the 
university. 

Change can happen, but the Tories' 
neglect of their far-flung shires shows 
in the polls. They lost Tiverton in a 
by-election last year and they're about 
to lose Somerton and Frome. If the 
general election was held tomorrow, 
newly drawn constituencies such as 
Plymouth Moor View would be won 
by Labour with a huge swing. 
Electorally the West Country is up 
for grabs — neither Labour nor the 
Lib Dems are loved — but politicians 
of all parties need to concentrate on 
rolling out policy change, not just 
beach towels, in this idyllic but 
unequal land. 
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Prayer problems 


Sir, Your report “‘Our Father’ is 
problematic for abused children” 
(news, Jul 8) troubles me. For 
generations the church use of 

the term has served to remind us of 
the expectations and responsibilities 
of those who become fathers: to care 
for their children and to support 
their mothers, with whom they 
share one of lifes most important 
responsibilities. We need to impress 
this more firmly than ever on men 
who may become fathers, even if 
this is at the expense of the feelings 
of those who have been harmed 

by their fathers, otherwise more 
children may well come to be 
neglected or harmed. 

Peter Inson 

East Mersea, Essex 


Sir, It seems that our archbishops are 
vainly trying to catch up with 

Mary Baker Eddy, the I9th-century 
founder of Christian Science. She 
routinely addressed the Almighty 

as Father-Mother God, and in 
night-time prayers in our house when 
the children were small so did they. 
Rosemary Macgillivray 

Westbury, Wilts 


Sir, Removing the masculinisation of 
God is easy. The Reform Synagogues 
did it years ago. The word Eternal 
instead of Lord is now in all our 
prayer books. So are our foremothers. 
Praying to “God of Abraham" has 
become "God of Abraham and 
Sarah". Replacing "Our Father" 

with "Eternal God" will unsettle 
many, as did our changes at first, 

but 30 years on it seems only sensible 
and sensitive. 

Barry Hyman 

Bushey Heath, Herts 


Rail staff initiative 


Sir, Spot on, Libby Purves (comment, 
Jul 10). When the line from London 
to Devon was blocked by a landslide I 
decided to travel as far south as the 
train would take me, Salisbury, and 
look for a hotel. I asked a rail worker 
on the platform if there was any 
chance of getting home that night. He 
directed me to a colleague and 
eventually I, and one other passenger, 
rode splendidly to Devon in a taxi, 
paid for by South Western Railway. 
The staff used their organising skills 
and initiative and I'm sure got great 
satisfaction from helping. They just 
need to be on the platform not behind 
a desk that you can't access once 
you've gone through the barrier. 
Hilary Bradt 

Seaton, Devon 


Corrections and 
clarifications 
complaints 


(ps0) Regulated 
about editorial 


content seriously. We are committed to 
abiding by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (“IPSO”) rules 
and regulations and the Editors’ Code of 
Practice that IPSO enforces. 

Requests for corrections or 
clarifications should be sent by email to 
feedback@thetimes.co.uk or by post to 
Feedback, The Times, 1 London Bridge 
Street, London SEI 9GF 


The Times takes 


What the ‘age of migration’ means for Britain 


Sir, William Hague’s article (“Even 
right wingers know we need 
migrants”, comment, Jul 11) contains 
much good sense but overlooks the 
need for much wider public 


whatever is proposed: how many 
people we need; the skills they have; 
how to house, feed and provide water 
to them; what it means for our 
ecology and our climate change goals; 
the impact on the prospects of our 
settled population. 

Over the past 20 years the public 
has been presented with a series of 
faits accomplis, the news that last 
year net migration reached 606,000 
being the most recent. No wonder 
polarisation has taken root and 
polling reveals that population 
pressure is of concern to some 
two thirds of our fellow citizens. 

To counter this we have to provide 
a forum for an open, transparent, 
evidence-based discussion of the 
inevitable trade-offs. My private 
members bill introduced last year 
proposing an Office for Demographic 
Change, along the lines of the Office 
for Budget Responsibility, would have 
done just that. 

Lord Hodgson of Astley Abbotts 
House of Lords 


: Sir, William Hague offers 

: immigration as the answer to an 

: ageing and under-skilled/motivated 
: population. However, like all Ponzi 
: schemes, it is unsustainable, as the 
consultation about the implications of : 
: the longer-term problems. Migrants 

: also become old and dependent, and 

: forever increasing our overall 

: numbers adds to the problems of 

: crowding and lack of infrastructure. 

: Sustainable solutions to our problems 
: will never be found while we opt for 

: the short-term fix of immigration. 

: Duncan Heenan 

: Kington, Worcs 


short-term solution only magnifies 


: Sir, William Hague says that he has 

: sympathy with the government's 

: approach to the criminal gangs 

: fuelling the illegal crossings of the 

: Channel, despite the various 

: difficulties involved in deporting 

: refugees to Rwanda; and he invites 

: suggestions from critics of this policy 
: as to what should be done instead. 

: With all the resources at its disposal, 
: surely there should be a way in which 
: the government can pursue the 

: criminal gangs themselves, rather 

: than their victims. 

: Roderic Pearson 

: Surbiton, Surrey 


: Sir, Quite apart from the £6 million a 
: day of taxpayers’ money being spent 
: on housing migrants, we now learn 

: that an additional £500,000 a day is 
: being spent on a “buffer” of 5,000 

: extra rooms (news, Jul 11). This is a 

: significant number of hotel rooms to 
: remove from the market and has 

: meant that the cost of staying in 

: those hotels which are still available 
: has increased. Recent trips to 

: several UK cities would suggest 

: that room rates are up by 35 to 

: 40 per cent, another burden for 

: taxpayers to shoulder. 

: Max Ingram 

: Emneth, Norfolk 


: Sir, The order to make a child migrant 
: centre bland by painting over Disney 

: murals has cause some pointed 

: debate. As a fiscal conservative I am 

: more concerned about the waste of 

: public money. In the face of a cost of 

: living crisis and the highest burden of 
: state spending in a generation, rather 
: than government belt-tightening we 

: find a “magic money tree” to pay for a 
: team to administer whitewash. 

: Perhaps a saga more worthy of a 

: Hogarth cartoon than a Disney one. 

: Paul V Green 

: Hawkhurst, Kent 


High street hopes 


Sir, It was sobering to read Richard 
Morrisons summary (Times2, Jul 7) of 
the thousands of community 
buildings which have closed their 
doors in recent years, many of them 
historic sites which have stood at the 
heart of communities for generations, 
from pubs to cinemas. 

High streets are among these places 
facing challenges, but theirs isn't 
always a story of sorry decline. 
Through our high streets heritage 
action zones programme we're 
working hard to revive more than 
60 historic high streets across 
England. We do not consider this a 
straightforward task, but using and 
enhancing an areas special heritage is 
a proven way of boosting economic 
revival. We're also bringing people 
back to high streets with cultural 
events because their future depends 
on more than shopping trips. It's fun 
and vibrant but at its core is a serious 
message: we humans need places and 
spaces to come together, interact, 
experience art and culture, complain 
about the weather, shop, eat and work. 

With the right kind of attention 
and funding, we know our historic 


high streets can be those places again. 
Duncan Wilson 
CEO, Historic England 


Rewriting Macbeth 


Sir, The idea that the Porter scene 
from Macbeth should be rewritten 
(news, Jul 11) reminds me of a 
conversation one parents' evening 
when I was an English teacher. 
"Everything you teach is so dark and 
gloomy. Can't you find something on 
the syllabus with a bit of joy?" the 
parent pleaded. If the potential for 
rewrites were to be extended, it could 
ensure that neither Romeo nor Juliet 
need die and could live happily ever 
after; Macbeth could see the error of 
his ways and return to the path of 
righteousness; and Lear could learn to 
value and love all of his daughters. 
Simply writing this makes me feel so 
much better, so imagine the impact 
on the mental health of the nation's 
youth, their parents and teachers. 
Tim Kerin 

London E7 


Sir, There were no trigger warnings 
(news, Jul 5; letters, Jul 6, 7 & 10) on a 
school outing to see Macbeth at the 


Roundhouse, London, in the 1960s. At 
the end of the play Macbeth’s severed 
head was thrust on to a spike and 
blood gushed out. I thought it was 
thrilling. I hope none of my classmates 
was traumatised. Our teacher certainly 
never offered any counselling. 
Amanda Gotham 

Cambridge 


Inspire pupils first 


Sir, I fully endorse Sam Byers’s 
comments on the importance of the 
arts and humanities to any healthy 
society ("Save writing course, university 
urged", news, Jul 10) and share the 
concern about university redundancies 
and the falling popularity of these 
subjects among undergraduates. The 
threat to the University of East 
Anglias creative writing course (letter, 
Jul 10) is just a symptom of this. The 
problem begins in secondary schools: 
the curriculum is dull and traditional. 
Inspire GCSE students with engaging 
content — in literature, in humanities, 
in languages — and you will transform 
uptake in the sixth form and 
consequently at undergraduate level. 
Julian Metcalf 

Head, Dartford Grammar School 


SAILORS WHO 
DESERT THEIR 
SHIPS 


FROM THE TIMES JULY 12, 1923 


A start was made today in the legal 
proceedings against the men who, it 
is alleged, deserted from British 
ships in New York and joined the 
crew of the giant liner Leviathan, 
which reached Southampton 
yesterday. Twenty-two summonses 
against British crew members have 
been received by Southampton 
police and if they are not obeyed, 
arrest warrants will be issued. They 
have been prepared at the instance 
of the Cunard Company, and other 
companies will soon follow their 
example. It is probable, too, that this 
is only a first instalment. The reason 


: why the number is so small is the 

: difficulty of identifying particular 

: deserters as being off the Leviathan. 
: The crew of this liner is 90 per cent 

: British, and there are about 200 men 
: on board who may have left British 

: liners at New York after having signed : 
: on for the round voyage. In recent 

: months British companies have been 
: seriously hampered by the increasing 
: number of desertions in America. An 
: official of the Cunard Line said that 

: during the last four months they had 
: had more than 600 desertions, and 

: altogether it is estimated that during 
: that time the British Transatlantic 

: companies have lost more than 1,000 
: men by desertion. There is always a 

: certain amount of desertion, but it 

: has never reached such proportions. 

: The Cunard Line were entitled to 

: apply for a warrant for the arrest of 

: the men, who could be summarily 

: punished, but a warrant could not be 
: put into action on the vessel, which is 
: technically American territory. If the 


: summons proves unavailing, more 
: drastic measures will be taken. The 
: law on the matter is clear and 

: involves some unusual penalties. 

: Under the Merchant Shipping Act 
: of 1894 a deserter is, in the first 


place, liable to forfeit all the goods 


: heleaves aboard and the wages he 

: has earned. If the desertion takes 

: place abroad, he may be made to 

: pay the wages he may earn in any 

: other ship until his return to the UK 
: "to satisfy any excess of wages paid 
: to any substitute engaged in his 

: place at a higher rate" and also, 

: "except in the UK he shall be liable 
: to imprisonment for any period not 
: exceeding 12 weeks, with or without 
: hard labour" The companies intend 
: to ask for the enforcement of these 
: monetary penalties, and they hope 

: that an example like this may have 

: the desired effect. 


: THETIMES.CO.UK/ARCHIVE 


Anyone for tennis? 


Sir, Breaking the pm Wimbledon 
curfew to finish the show matches is 
not the answer (news & sport, Jul 11). 
It is far too London-centric as it 
presupposes everyone can get 
home after midnight. I find it 
equally galling to miss the end of 

a great match because I have to 
leave to travel home, as for the 
match to be suspended. 

Katharine Long 

Debenture holder, Sevenoaks, Kent 


Sir, Start play earlier. Wimbledon is a 
sporting event showcasing the best in 
their sport. The players deserve a 
schedule that allows them to play at 
their best and we as spectators 
deserve to see them in peak form. 
Change is needed if this tournament 
is to remain the ultimate grand slam. 
Fiona Torrilla 

East Grinstead, W Sussex 


Sir, There is an easy answer to the 
debacle of disrupted schedules: in the 
name of equality let the men play the 
best of three sets like the women. 
Margaret Jackson 

Hindhead, Surrey 


Silent movie sequel 


Sir, Giles Coren (notebook, Jul 4) 
and your correspondent (letter, Jul 11) 
highlight the challenges of noisy 
young cinema audiences. Some 
years ago I managed to get my 
daughter's birthday party of very 
vocal ten-year-olds into our local 
cinema only to be confronted by an 
attendant who asked their age. I 
realised that it was a Cert 12 film. 
Quick as a flash one bright spark 
said: “But we were premature.” 

The attendant acknowledged a 
scoreless draw and ushered them in 
on strict condition of total silence. 
Ian Elliott 
Belfast 


Finding one's voice 


Sir, I am not sure why we are being 
asked to adopt this newly invented 
term “oracy” for what was until quite 
recently known as "speaking and 
listening" or, more traditionally, 
“rhetoric” (news, Jul 11). The English 
dictionary is already twice as thick as 
the French version. 

Chris Hall 

Falmouth, Cornwall 


Sir, The proposal to teach oracy 
in schools shows how things have 
changed. When I was young back 
in the early 1930s we were told 
that children should be seen but 
not heard. 

David Sheppard 

Christchurch, Dorset 


Sir, I remember when oracy first 
made an appearance on the English 
curriculum 30 or 40 years ago. One 
of my pupils remarked laconically: 
“Amazing, isn't it? They spend years 
making you shut up and then expect 
you to speak out.” 

Jane Whiter 

Old Basing, Hants 


Sir, Sir Keir Starmer’s proposal to 
encourage oracy in young people 

is entirely laudable. Perhaps his 
next project should be to encourage 
auracy (the willingness to listen) 

in politicians. 

Ian Ferguson 
Stratford-upon-Avon, Warks 


Letters to The Times must be exclusive 
and may be edited. Please include a full 
address and daytime telephone number. 
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Leading articles 


Daily Universal Register 


UK: Legal challenge begins at the High Court 
in London to stop migrants being housed on 
the former RAF site and Dambusters home 
at Scampton, Lincolnshire. 


Nature notes 


_ Scarborough is 
perhaps best 
associated with 

$ sand, cricket and 
fish and chips. But 
recently those 
enjoying a donkey 
ride might have also experienced one of 
Britain's wildest animals. A northern minke 
whale was seen in the North Sea. Though 
small in cetacean terms, minkes grow up to 
35ft long and weigh more than 8 tonnes. 
Following summer shoals of sprats and 
mackerel, minke are often seen in Yorkshire 
waters, but what made this sighting extra 
special was the fact that the minke was 
breaching — using its large tail (or fluke) to 
propel itself clean out of the water. Whales 
breach to communicate with each other. The 
splashing sounds can travel over 100km. 
JONATHAN TULLOCH 


Birthdays today 


Malala Yousafzai, 
pictured, education 
activist, the youngest 
person to win a Nobel 
prize (2014), 26; Peter 
Addyman, founder, 
Jorvik Viking Centre, 
\ York, president, York 
Civic Trust (2015-19), 84; Prof Simon 
Blackburn, philosopher, writer, Mirror, 
Mirror (2014), and broadcaster, 79; Irina 
Bokova, director-general, Unesco (2009-17), 
71; Ben Burtt, film-maker, best effects and 
sound-effects editing Oscars for E.T. the 
Extra- Terrestrial (1982) and Indiana Jones 
and the Last Crusade (1989), 75; Thomas 
Campbell, art historian, chief executive, Fine 
Arts Museums of San Francisco, 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York 
(2009-17), 61; Julio César Chávez, boxer, six- 
time world champion in three weight 
divisions, 61; André Cox, the 20th general of 
the Salvation Army (2013-18), 69; Annabel 
Croft, tennis player, former British No 1, 
sports pundit, 57; Sir Gareth Edwards, rugby 
union player, Wales scrum half (1967-78), 76; 
George Freeman, Conservative MP for Mid 
Norfolk, science, research and innovation 
minister, 56; Anna Friel, actress, Marcella 
(2016-20), 47; Prof Timothy Garton Ash, 
historian and writer, Homelands: A Personal 
History of Europe (2023), 68; Richard 
Herring, comedian, 56; Lionel Jospin, prime 
minister of France (1997-2002), 86; Cheryl 
Ladd, actress, Charlies Angels (1977-81), 72; 
Sir John Lewis, chairman, Photo-Me 
International, Attingham Trust (1990-2020), 
83; Walter Murch, film-maker, best sound 
Oscars for Apocalypse Now (1979) and The 
English Patient (1996), 80; Jeremy O'Grady, 
founding editor and editor-in-chief, The 
Week, 70; Gaby Roslin, television presenter, 
The Big Breakfast (1992-96), 59; Graham 
Seed, actor, best known as Nigel Pargetter in 
The Archers, 73; Luke Shaw, footballer, 
Manchester United and England, 28; 
Baroness (Joanna) Shields, minister for 
internet safety and security (2015-17), 61; 
King Lavaka Tupou VI of Tonga, 64; 


On this day 


In 1957 the US surgeon-general Leroy E 
Burney revealed the Public Health Service's 
findings of a direct causal relationship 
between smoking and lung cancer. 


The last word 


“Wherever there is anything to be done, 
there Providence is sure to direct my steps.” 
Horatio Nelson, letter to his wife, Frances 
(August 1796) 


Nato Lake 


President Putin hoped his invasion of Ukraine would result in "less Nato” — 
but Sweden's admission to the alliance means he is getting more of it in the Baltic 


Sweden has a long history of neutrality. It last 
fought a set-piece war in 1814 (a brief affair against 
Norway) and avoided direct involvement in both 
world wars. But the Nordic kingdom guards its 
territorial integrity jealously with capable armed 
forces which belie a population of only 10.4 mil- 
lion. Now, this policy of non-alignment, which 
survived 45 years ofthe Cold War, is coming to an 
end. The most powerful military alliance in his- 
tory is about to become even more so with the 
announcement of Sweden forthcoming acces- 
sion to the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation. 
This expansion of Nato, announced ahead of its 
summit in Vilnius, follows the admission of previ- 
ously neutral Finland in April and represents 
another significant advance for the cause of col- 
lective security in Europe, as well as another head- 
ache for an increasingly isolated Russia. Sweden's 
membership will strengthen the alliance’s sparsely 
populated northern flank, providing new over- 
land links to previously isolated members Norway 
and Finland, and making Russia's naval and air 
bases on the Kola Peninsula in the Arctic more 
vulnerable to conventional strikes in a limited 
conflict. And it will transform the Baltic into a 
Nato lake, leaving Russia with only two short 
stretches of coastline, around St Petersburg and 


the isolated enclave of Kaliningrad, in a sea domi- 
nated by its western rival. The Nato members most 
vulnerable to Russian attack, the Baltic states of 
Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania, will also be re- 
assured by the proximity of an effective new ally 
that can watch their backs in the air and at sea. In 
addition to the advanced American-made Patriot 
air defence system, capable of intercepting ballis- 
tic and cruise missiles and aircraft, Sweden also 
maintains a refined intelligence-gathering capa- 
bility born in the era when the situation was re- 
versed and the Warsaw Pact controlled much of 
the Baltic coastline. 

For President Putin, meanwhile, Sweden sid- 
ing with Nato represents yet another damaging 
setback, another unintended consequence of his 
reckless invasion of Ukraine. Nato already enjoys 
overwhelming superiority over Russia in terms of 
its collective defence budget — some $1.028 tril- 
lion (thanks to a two-thirds contribution by the 
United States) compared with maybe $66 billion 
— and it will soon have another wealthy country 
to add to its 31 members. The pro-Nato stance 
adopted by Swedes and Finns is directly attributa- 
ble to Russian aggression against its weaker neigh- 
bour to the south. Of course, the Kremlin tried to 
play the bully with the two Nordic countries, 


threatening “serious military and political conse- 
quences” if they abandoned neutrality. Sensibly, 
these crude attempts at blackmail were ignored. 

Sweden's admission to Nato is significant in 
another regard: it marks a warming in the alli- 
ance’s relationship with its wayward but vital 
southern member, Turkey. Stockholm’s applica- 
tion to join the alliance was placed in jeopardy 
earlier this year when President Erdogan of 
Turkey threatened to veto it on the grounds that 
Sweden was giving refuge to Kurdish terrorists. 
This hardline stance played well during Erdogan's 
spring re-election campaign and has reaped re- 
sults, with tougher Swedish anti-terror laws tar- 
geting Kurdish groups. 

For Swedes, admission to the Nato club cannot 
come soon enough. A Pew Research Center sur- 
vey shows Swedens attitude to Russia to be in a 
class of its own with 98 per cent of its people hold- 
ing a negative view. Jens Stoltenberg, Nato's secre- 
tary-general, has said that President Putin invad- 
ed Ukraine because he wanted "less Nato". With 
Swedish membership he is getting a whole lot 
morein his Balticand Arctic backyards. There will 
be another country with a flag of blue and gold 
looking at Sweden’s entry with envious eyes. 
Ukraine needs a security guarantee of its own. 


Careless Complacency 
Greater political honesty is needed to fix the deepening problem of social care 


The 75th birthday of the NHS passed last week in 
a mood of anxiety about the services future. It is 
notable, however, that no date of comparable sig- 
nificance even exists to be commemorated when 
it comes to the National Health Service's dysfunc- 
tional, less-loved sibling: social care. If anything, it 
may soon be appropriate to observe an altogether 
more depressing passage of time: the many years 
that both major political parties have spent, both 
in government and opposition, promising to cure 
the sector's long-term ills while failing to produce 
anything like a solution equal to the challenge of 
placing adult social care on a sustainable and 
humane footing. 

It is common to hear complaints that certain 
subjects — the NHS, foremost — have become 
political footballs. But worse than this is when, 
faced with a problem of significant scale and com- 
plexity, both parties contrive to kick an issue per- 
manently into touch, as has been the fate of social 
care. Such collective political inaction is under- 
standable, if not excusable. Neither major party 
has been willing to accept the cost involved in fix- 
ing the system, or the challenge of selling an alter- 


native to the public. Theresa May, the last prime 
minister to approach voters over the issue, re- 
ceived a kicking in the 2017 election, her solution 
lambasted as a “dementia tax”. The electorate is 
still waiting for a plan on social care that presents 
clear options on how to fund it. This may well in- 
volve payments in addition to tax for some, based 
on means testing. If so, this should be stated clearly 
and honestly. 

These contrasting attitudes to healthcare and 
social care presuppose an operational separation 
between the two services which in practice does 
not exist. An inadequate social care system inevi- 
tably displaces its problems onto a public health 
system often ill-equipped to deal with them. Ac- 
cording to research by Age UK, reported in The 
Times yesterday, more than 850,000 annual hos- 
pital admissions among the over-65s might be 
avoided were better community care available. 
Over the past decade, A&E visits by the over-80s 
have increased by 40 per cent. This is an additional 
pressure on a health service already struggling 
with a waiting list of 74 million, one in ten posts 
sitting vacant, and the recent disruption of strikes; 


but it is also bad for the elderly patients. Once ad- 
mitted to hospital, those over 75 tend to stay longer 
and are prone to re-admission. One in six return 
within a month of being discharged. 

Social care provision should aspire to more than 
confining the elderly to hospital for the remainder 
of their lives. Often they do not need to be there. 
An estimated 1.6 million people over 65 require 
more help with daily activities like eating and 
dressing. Such needs should be met outside hospi- 
tal settings, alleviating pressure on the health- 
care system and prolonging the patient’s auto- 
nomy. Between 2015 and 2020, however, the num- 
ber of nursing posts in social care fell by 24 per 
cent, with many nurses leaving for higher pay in 
the private sector. The pressure of an ageing popu- 
lation means the shortfall between nurses and 
patients will only worsen, if unaddressed; over the 
past decade, the proportion of the population aged 
over 65 has risen from 16 to 19 per cent. A greater 
degree of political honesty about the cost of meet- 
ing this growing challenge is required, both for the 
sake of public sector efficiency and the treatment 
of those who need, or will need, such care. 


Nigella Bites 


Britains favourite cook has decreed that dinner parties are a bore 


He was very excited. It wasn’t often that he was 
invited to the home of a famous cook for dinner. 
True, the instruction that “we'll all be in our py- 
jamas" had been a bit unexpected, but not unexcit- 
ing in itself. He’d seen the cook in her pyjamas, on 
her TV show, when she'd raid the fridge at mid- 
night for trifle. His own, though, weren't quite that 
nice. For one thing, they weren't satin. 

The food, though, was unexpected. The other 
guests, in their pyjamas, seemed confused, too. 

“For a starter,” she said, “a delicacy!” 

He poked in the bowl. 

“It’s ...” he said. “It’s a Twiglet.” 


“Yes,” said the cook. “I prepared them myself.” 

“You bake your own Twiglets?” he asked. 

“Oh no!” she said. “I just opened the packet!” 

After the Twiglets there was Monster Munch. 
Then some Scotch eggs, which the cook said she 
had “sourced from a delightful little man around 
the corner” but which said “Tesco” on the packet. 

“Well, yes,” explained the famous cook. “He 
works in the garage.” 

For a while, everybody just looked at each other. 

“Look, Nigella,’ he said, eventually. “I don't 
mean to sound ungrateful. But you’re supposed to 
be one of our top cooks! A byword for luxurious 


home cuisine. Yet here we are, having what is 
essentially a picnic for intensely working-class 
toddlers from the 1970s.” 

The famous cook clapped her hands. 

“Isn't it marvellous?” she said. “Dinner parties 
are such a bore. Chopping the onions. And all the 
washing up! Speaking of which, our main course 
should be here any moment. From Deliveroo.” 

“Go on?” he said. 

“Chicken McNuggets!” she beamed. 

“Mmm,” he said, weakly. “Lukewarm nuggets.” 

"Dont be silly!” she said. "We'll pop them in the 
mickrowahvey!” 
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Killer ‘uses Strava 
to shoot Russian 
sub commander 


Marc Bennetts 


It was early morning when Stanislav 
Rzhitsky, a Russian submarine com- 
mander accused of war crimes in 
Ukraine, jogged through parkland 
close to a sports centre in Krasnodar, a 
city in southern Russia. It would be the 
last run of his life. 

An assassin dressed all in black fired 
repeatedly, hitting Rzhitsky four times 
in the chest and the back, according to 
local media. Rzhitsky, 42, died on the 
spot. The ambush bore all the hall- 
marks of a professional hit. 

The assassin is likely to have tracked 
Rzhitsky through the Strava jogging 
app, according to Baza, an independent 
Russian media outlet that is known for 
its sources within the security services. 
"He constantly uploaded his runs ... 
and he almost always ran along the 
same route,” it said. “Largely thanks to 
this, it would not have been difficult for 
his killer to choose a convenient point 
for reprisal.” 

Strava suspended its services in Bela- 
rus and Russia over the war in May last 


A pistol found by police investigating 
the killing of Stanislav Rzhitsky, right 


year but many people in both countries 
continue to use it via VPN, or virtual 
private network, technology, which is 
easily available and disguises an inter- 
net user’s location. 

Rzhitsky was a second-rank captain 
in the Russian navy and commanded 
the Krasnodar submarine, which is in 
service with Russia’s Black Sea fleet. 
The submarine is said to have fired the 
Kalibr cruise missiles that killed 27 
people, including children, in the city of 
Vinnytsia in central Ukraine last July. 

He was also deputy head of the mili- 
tary mobilisation department in Kras- 
nodar. His assassination took place 
early on Monday but was not immedi- 
ately reported by Russian police. 

Yesterday evening, a man was ar- 
rested and charged with Rzhitsky’s 
murder. Video published by investiga- 
tors showed armed officers bursting 
into a house and seizing the alleged 
gunman, who was wearing only his 
underpants. The suspect identified 
himself as Stanislav Denisov . He told 
officers that he was born in Ukraine 
and Russian media said he was 64. 


App revealed 
military bases 


Lara Wildenberg 


Fitness-tracking apps first became 
a source of security concern when 
Strava inadvertently revealed the 
perimeters of foreign military 
bases in 2018. The San Francisco- 
based service published a heat map 
showing its users’ most popular 
exercise routes around the world. 

It lit up regular routes in places 
that otherwise had a conspicuous 
lack of Strava activity, thus giving 
an idea of the location and layout 
of military bases in countries such 
as Syria and Afghanistan. 

The app uses GPS co-ordinates 
from phones or wearable fitness 
devices to track athletes’ exercises 
and compare their performances 
with others. Strava, which has 
95 million users, updates its global 
heat map each month so users 
can zoom in for street-level 
details. Users can hide 
their activity from the 
heat map by marking 
their exercise as visible 
to “only you” or opting 
out in their privacy 
settings. 

An investigation by 
the Israeli open-source 
intelligence group 
FakeReporter in June 
last year claimed to show 
that unidentified operatives 
were using the app to track 
security personnel working at 
secure bases in Israel. 

In August last year, The Times 
found that Royal Navy personnel 
at Faslane were also inadvertently 
revealing personal information. 
The naval base near Glasgow, 
home to Britain’s Trident nuclear 
deterrent, had several saved 
routes on Strava, including one 
titled “Race to the home of the UK 
submarine service” and another 
titled “RM BFT”, meaning Royal 
Marines basic fitness test. The 
publically available speed rankings 
had the potential to reveal officers’ 
names and addresses and details 
of when they were on board 
nuclear submarines. 


Mash, a media outlet based Moscow, 
identified him as a former head of 
Ukraine’ national karate federation. It 
said that he had lived in Bucha, the 
town near Kyiv where Russian soldiers 
killed and tortured civilians last year. 

The GUR, the Ukrainian military in- 
telligence service, published a slick on- 


line video showing its forces engaged in 
combat operations. “The time for retri- 
bution has come,’ it said. “GUR is work- 
ing.” It also said that the Russian naval 
captain had been “eliminated” and pro- 
vided a detailed account of the attack. 

“Due to heavy rain, the park was de- 
serted, so there are no witnesses who 
could provide details or recognise the 
attacker,” it said. Local weather records 
indicate, however, that the weather was 
sunny and fine on the morning of the 
shooting. Rzhitsky’s watch and head- 
phones were found at the scene, sug- 
gesting that robbery was not a motive. 

Kyrylo Budanov, head of the GUR, 
insisted that Ukraine had played no 
role in the assassination. “The roots of 
what happened yesterday in Russia 
must be sought in the Russian Federa- 
tion itself, where internal protest 
against the war is growing,” he said. It is 
common for Ukrainian officials to cele- 
brate attacks in Russia while stopping 
just short of claiming responsibility. 

Yet as doubts emerged about Rzhit- 
sky’s role in the war, the Ukrainian 
armed forces claimed that he had been 

assassinated by 
Kremlin agents 
after refusing 
to take part in 
further 
attacks 
following 
the strike 
on Vin- 
nytsia. “It 
is obvious 
that he 
1939 À was elimi- 
, // nated by his 
own side for 
refusing to con- 
tinue to carry out 
orders" the military 
said, without giving evidence. 

Friends and family said that Rzhitsky 
could not have been involved in the 
Vinnytsia strike, claiming he had 
handed in his resignation from the mili- 
tary in December 2021, shortly before 
Russia invaded Ukraine. They added, 
however, that he had continued to 
serve at a base in Russian-occupied 
Crimea until August of last year, when 
his resignation was accepted and he 
took up a position with the city admin- 
istration in Krasnodar. 

Rzhitsky’s address and personal de- 
tails had been uploaded to Myrotvorets 
(Peacemaker), an unofficial Ukrainian 
website that lists people who are said to 
be enemies of the country. The word 
“Liquidated” was stamped across his 
photograph on the website yesterday. 

Moscow has accused Ukraine of 
being behind bombs that killed Vladlen 
Tatarsky, a pro-war blogger, and Darya 
Dugina, the daughter of a nationalist 
ideologue. Budanov neither confirmed 
nor denied Ukraine’ involvement. 
Invasion leaves Putin facing more Nato 
in the Baltic, leading article, page 23 
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housands of 

Israeli 

protesters 

turned out 

yesterday, 
blocking motorways 
and thronging the 
main airport in 
response to a vote 
passed just after 
midnight that severely 
limited the powers of 
the Supreme Court 
(Anshel Pfeffer 
writes). 

More than 15,000 
people assembled at 
Ben Gurion airport 
near Tel Aviv and 
some clashed with the 
police while trying to 
cut off access to the 
main terminal. 

Demonstrators who 
had called for an anti- 
government “day of 
disruption” grappled 
with police when 


officers tried to move 
them to a smaller 
terminal. Some had 
arrived with luggage, 
pretending to be 
passengers and 
entering departures, 
where they began 
singing the national 
anthem before they 
were removed. 

Many in the crowd 
outside the airport 
wore ear defenders as 
they chanted and used 
drums, vuvuzelas and 
loudspeakers. About 
84,000 passengers 
were due to use the 
airport on 500 flights 
yesterday. The protests 
began at 6am, when 
hundreds of people, 
many belonging to a 
group of reserve 
officers in the army, 
set up a tent camp on 
a motorway north of 


Tel Aviv. They hung a 
banner on a bridge, 
reading: “No Entrance 
to Dictatorship.” 
Other groups began to 
block motorways 
leading to Jerusalem, 
Tel Aviv and Haifa as 
police moved in using 
water cannon. 

Last night 75 
protesters had been 
arrested and 15 were 
injured and being 
treated in hospital. 

One protest took 
place outside the 
Supreme Court in 
Jerusalem, where 
protesters blocked the 
road to the prime 
minister’s office and 
were pushed back by 
mounted police. 

Hundreds of reserve 
officers have signed 
petitions refusing to 
turn up for duty. 

The legal bill, passed 
in its first 
parliamentary reading 
by the votes of the 
coalition of the prime 
minister, Binyamin 
Netanyahu, eliminates 
the authority of the 
Supreme Court to veto 
the government. The 
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law's opponents claim 
that it will drastically 
hobble judicial review 
and leave the state 
with untrammelled 
powers, a prospect 
that has led to months 
of demonstrations. 
Netanyahu responded 
before the debate that 
"correcting the 
reasonableness 
argument is not the 
end of the democracy; 
it is strengthening the 
democracy". 


The 64-56 vote in 
the Knesset is just the 
first reading and there 
is the possibility that 
changes will be made 
before it becomes law. 
The opposition 
leaders, Yair Lapid and 
Benny Gantz, want 
emergency talks with 
the government on 
constitutional 
changes. The coalition 
began trying six 
months ago to pass a 
series of laws aimed at 


There were dozens of arrests as 
demonstrators clashed with police on 
a day of disruption in Tel Aviv, top and 
centre, and in Jerusalem, above 


weakening the 
Supreme Court, which 
were met by protests 
and threats by 
technology companies 
to leave the country. 
Netanyahu said in 
March that he was 
“suspending” the 
process before talks 
with the opposition, 
which were held under 
the auspices of 
President Herzog, but 
the talks broke down 
last month and the 
government restarted 
the legislation. 
Among the critics of 
the reforms include 
300 reservists who 
work in cyberwarfare 
units of the military 
and security services 
who said they would 
not turn up for duty. 
Among those 
outside the Supreme 
Court was Danny 
Daniel, 68, an activist 
and former director of 
the largest culture 
centre in Jerusalem. 
He was there “out of 
massive concern for 
the future of Israel 
and of my family, my 
five grandchildren". 


Bidens four-letter 
temper tantrums 
leave staff shaken 


David Charter Washington 


President Biden is so prone to angry 
outbursts behind the scenes that some 
White House staff are now afraid to 
face him alone. 

Biden, 80, has long been known for 
showing flashes of temper in public but 
past and present White House staff say 
that, in private, he is quick to swear and 
shoutatthem despite his general image 
as a consensus-builder. 

Two authors who have interviewed 
numerous staff say that the US presi- 
dent's anger tends to flare up when he 
senses condescension or feels boxed in 
and "there are no good options" from 
the issue under discussion. 

Presidential temper tantrums are 
nothing new. Bill Clinton was known 
for blowing up and Donald Trump 
reportedly screamed at White House 
lawyers, but Biden publicly warned 
staff on his first day in office that he 
would "fire you on the spot" if they 
treated colleagues with “disrespect”. 

Biden's tendency to snap at reporters 
who ask questions he does not like may 
also help explain why he has held fewer 
press conferences than all but two pres- 
idents — Richard Nixon and Ronald 
Reagan — in the past 100 years. 

"Behind closed doors, Biden has such 
a quick-trigger temper that some aides 
try to avoid meeting alone with him. 
Some take a colleague, almost as a 
shield against a solo blast,” wrote Alex 
Thompson, a reporter for Axios. 

"The presidents admonitions in- 
clude: ‘God dammit, how the f*** don't 
you know this?" ‘Don't f***ing bullshit 
me! and ‘Get the f*** out of here!’ 
according to current and former Biden 
aides who have witnessed and been on 
the receiving end of such outbursts.” 

Thompson, who is writing a book 
about the Biden presidency, told The 
Times that no one was immune from 
the outbursts. “There is occasionally a 
menacing and humiliating tone to his 
diatribes," he said. "It's not just junior 
staff, people do bring in reinforcements 


in anticipation of those because they do 
come with some frequency.” 

Biden is well aware that he is prone to 
losing his temper, sometimes blaming it 
on his Irish roots. Thompson believes 
he has built up a loyal coterie of long- 
serving staff despite this because some 
of these people “made the calculation 
that his virtues outweigh his faults". 

There was a glimpse of the profanity 
Biden saves for private moments when 
hewascaughtona "hot mic" in January 
last year calling Peter Doocy, a reporter 
with Fox News, a "stupid son of a bitch". 

NBC News has reported how inter- 
national allies can be on the receiving 
end. In a phone call in June last year 
with President Zelensky to set out the 
latest $1 billion of US funding, Biden 
"lost his temper" when the Ukrainian 
president "started listing all the addi- 
tional help he needed and wasn't get- 
ting". Biden was heard to say in a raised 
voice that the American people were 
being generous, his administration was 
working hard to help Ukraine and 
Zelensky could show more gratitude. 

"[ts the worst kept secret in Wash- 
ington that Joe does have a temper," 
said Chris Whipple, author of The Fight 
of His Life: Inside Joe Bidens White 
House. But both authors rejected sug- 
gestions Bidens temper was noticeably 
worsening with age, pointing to exam- 
ples of outbursts throughout his career. 

In Lucky, the story of Bidens 2020 
campaign told by Jonathan Allen and 
Amie Parnes, Biden’s moods are blamed 
for slow and poor decision-making: 
“Biden's temper, and his willingness to 
unleash it in small group settings, was 
one reason the people closest to him of- 
ten avoided pushing him too hard to 
change his ways or take a particular 
course of action,” they wrote. “Meetings 
often ended with no clear outcome.” 

Some Republicans seized on the reve- 
lations to suggest the White House pro- 
moted them to improve the president's 
image. Donald Trump Jrtweeted: "That 
story was so obviously placed & written 
to make it sound like Biden isn't suffer- 
ing from late stage dementia." 


‘Chinese agent’ think tank 
director goes on the run 


Will Pavia New York 


A director of a Washington think tank 
has gone on the run after he was 
charged with acting as an unregistered 
agent of China by seeking to recruit one 
of Donald Trumps advisers to promote 
policies favourableto the country, pros- 
ecutors in New York have said. 

Gal Luft, 57, an American and Israeli 
citizen and the co-director of the Insti- 
tute for the Analysis of Global Security, 
was arrested in Cyprus in February on 
eight charges set out in a sealed indict- 
ment now made public, including mak- 
ing false statements to federal agents. 

Luft, who fled after being released on 


bail during extradition proceedings, 
has denied the charges and accused 
prosecutors of seeking to "bury" him 
after he offered damaging information 
about the Biden family in a video he re- 
leased last week to the New York Post. 
The indictment alleges that Luft 
agreed to work on behalf of a former of- 
ficial of the Hong Kong government, 
who was the head of a group called 
CEFC, based in Hong Kong and Virgin- 
ia. Luft agreed, among other things, "to 
recruit and ‘educate’ " a senior figure in 
Washington, who would then make 
statements "in the interest of China”. 
Luft said he had fled because he did 
not believe he would receive a fair trial. 
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Lava erupted from a fissure on Mount Fagradalsfjall, near Reykjavik, after intense earthquake activity. Icelandic officials reported no threat to life 


Meteor theft threatens to blow 
US defence deal to smithereens 


Richard Lloyd Parry Port Moresby 


The government of Papua New Guinea 
is under pressure to abandon a security 
agreement with the US after an Amer- 
ican research team working off its coast 
"stole" fragments of a mysterious inter- 
stellar meteor from the sea bed. 

The leader of the opposition, Joseph 
Lelang, is demanding that a team led by 
the Harvard University astrophysicist 
Professor Avi Loeb return the pieces of 
the meteor that plunged into the sea in 
2014 off the remote Manus Island. 

In a statement to be made today, and 
obtained by The Times, he saysthat the 
incident undermines trust in Ameri- 
cans. It comes at a time when the US is 
trying to strengthen its security links 
with the country to counter the grow- 
ing influence of China in the Pacific. 

“What the US citizens were doing 
was illegal from the start, including 
stealing the artefacts from our shores,” 
said Lelang. He called for Papua New 


Guinea (PNG) to abandon the Defence 
Co-operation Agreement, signed in 
May in Port Moresby by Antony 
Blinken, the US secretary of state, if the 
US “fail to heed our call and protests". 

"How can we trust the United States 
if they treat us like this?" he asked. “If 
the United States government does not 
do anything then terminate the [secur- 
ity] agreement” 

He added: "The ink has not yet dried 
and already the US citizens are disre- 
specting our people, our country and 
constitution ... We expect nothing less 
than the return of what was stolen from 
us and for those thieves to be held 
accountable." 

Loeb announced last month that his 
team had recovered fragments of IMI, a 
meteor that he believes could be the 
remnants of a spacecraft created by an 
alien civilisation. He is analysing 50 ti- 
ny metallic beads, or "spherules", be- 
lieved to be from the meteor. Even if 
they turn out not to be the remains of 
an alien space craft — a theory that 
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du 
many other scientists doubt — they 
represent the first material believed to 
come from outside Earth’s solar system. 
But PNG’s National Research Agency, 
which licenses foreign researchers, ac- 
cuses the scientists of sidestepping the 
procedures. The members of the team 
applied for, but never received, a Ma- 
rine Science Research permit. They en- 
tered the country on business visas, not 
the kind reserved for scientists. 
According to Rob McCallum, an 
ocean explorer and the leader ofthe ex- 
pedition, approval was received from 


Coral Sea 


the PNG cabinet, although who gave 
this has not been made clear. Two cab- 
inet members have said they know of 
no such discussion. 

Stanis Hulahau, the chief migration 
officer, said that the scientists could 
face criminal charges for removing 
"rare objects" without notifying the 
state authorities. 

The row comes at an awkward time 
for the US and PNG governments, 
which are facing opposition to the 
security deal. It lays the basis for future 
defence deals between the two coun- 
tries, which would give the US *unim- 
peded access" to military bases, includ- 
ing one in Manus, and would exempt 
US personnel from criminal prosecu- 
tion and taxes in PNG. 

It also opens the way for US aircraft, 
including spy planes, to land in PNG 
and for the "staging and deploying of 
forces and materiel". It comes in re- 
sponse to Chinese military threats 
against Taiwan, and the seizure of 
islands in the South China Sea. 


Fresh fears over Chinas expansion in South Pacific 


Bernard Lagan Sydney 


The leaders of China and the Solomon 
Islands have pledged to expand their 
security co-operation, boosting a 
relationship that has created alarm 
over Beijing’s growing presence in the 
South Pacific. 

A meeting in Beijing on Monday 
between the islands’ prime minister, 
Manasseh Sogavare, President Xi and 
Li Qiang, the Chinese prime minister, 
prompted Australia to demand that the 


islands and China immediately make 
their new agreements public. 

"Solomon Islands and China should 
provide transparency of their inten- 
tions to Australia and the region ... so 
the Pacific family can collectively 
consider the implications for our 
shared security” a spokesman for 
Australias foreign minister, Penny 
Wong, said. 

The Solomon Islands, a nation of 
about 700,000, 1,200 miles northeast of 
Australia, is at the forefront of Beijing's 
campaign to expand its presence and 


influence in the South Pacific. Sogava- 
res government switched official re- 
cognition in 2019 to Beijing from Tai- 
wan, the island democracy claimed by 
China as part of its territory. 
“Solomon Islands, sir, has a lot to 
learn from Chinas development 
experience,” Sogavare told Li during a 
formal welcome on Monday. 
Describing the countries as "trust- 
worthy friends", Xi said ties between 
the two have set a "good example of 
solidarity and co-operation" between 
countries of differentsizes and between 


developing nations. The islands signed 
a secret security agreement with Bei- 
jing in March last year that, according 
to a leaked draft, offered Chinese mili- 
tary forces access to the South Pacific 
nation, alarming Australia and the US, 
which have since increased their aid 
efforts within the Solomons. In the 
fresh agreements signed on Monday, 
the leaders agreed to a deal on police 
co-operation. The pact was among nine 
new deals including an agreement on a 
"Sports Technical Assistance Project" 
for this year's Pacific Games. 


Hong Kong 
police raid 
activist's 
family home 


Catherine Philp 
Diplomatic Correspondent 


Hong Kong police have raided the 
family home of Nathan Law, the exiled 
pro-democracy activist, and taken his 
parents and brother in for questioning 
as a campaign against alleged 
“fugitives” continues. 

The pro-Chinese authorities issued a 
HK$I million (£100,000) bounty last 
week for information leading to the 
capture of Law and seven others 
accused of breaking the territory's 
draconian national security law. 

Law, 29, is one of three democracy 
activists who settled in Britain after 
fleeing Hong Kong to avoid arrests 
under the law that prohibited dissent 
against China after months of 
pro-democracy protests. 

Officers from the National Security 
Department (NSD) brought in Law’s 
parents and elder brother for question- 
ing. Policethreatened to formalisetheir 
questioning as arrests. À spokesman 
said thethree were "suspected of assist- 
ing persons wanted by police to con- 
tinue commit acts and engage in activi- 
ties that endanger national security”. 

Law said: *I can firmly declare that 
the involved parties have no financial 
connection with me, and my work is 
totally unrelated to them. The idea of 
'getting assistance from them' is com- 
pletely absurd." 

The authorities announced warrants 
last week and offered bounties on the 
eight activists now based abroad, 
accusing them of subversion, foreign 
collusion and other crimes. The eight 
activists are split between Britain, the 
US and Australia, all of which have 


™ Nathan Law is one 
1 of three activists 
who settled in 


condemned an intimidation tactic by 
the former British territory. 

Law and the two other British-based 
activists, Christopher Mung and Finn 
Lau, expressed concern that the 
authorities might target their families 
to pressure them or force them to 
return. Law said in 2020 that he was no 
longer in contact with his family. 

James Cleverly, the foreign secretary, 
vowed to do everything needed to en- 
sure their safety, prompting Beijing to 
accuse Britain of sheltering terrorists. 

Law, granted asylum in Britain in 
2021, said after the bounties were an- 
nounced that Hong Kong abused the 
conceptofnational security to suppress 
dissident voices. Lau expressed fears 
the bounty could incentivise their ab- 
duction by agents working for Beijing. 

China has previously kidnapped 
Uighur activists overseas and returned 
them to the country for incarceration. 

Beijingimposed the national security 
law on Hong Kong in 2020 after 
months of sometimes violent pro-de- 
mocracy protests, prompting western 
countries to cancel extradition treaties. 

The action was called outrageous by 
Alicia Kearns, chairwoman of the Com- 
mons foreign affairs select committee. 
“Clearly an attempt to lure Nathan Law 
to return to Hong Kong so he can be 
silenced in Hong Kong prisons; she 
tweeted. “The UK should have called in 
the CPP Ambassador last week when a 
bounty was put on Nathans head.” 
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Conservative rival dominates Sanchez in Spanish TV debate 


Spain 
David Sharrock Madrid 


The only debate that will take place 
between the leaders of Spains two 
biggest political parties before the gen- 
eral election ended in a victory for the 
conservative leader of the opposition. 

Pedro Sánchez, the Socialist prime 
minister, and his rival Alberto Núñez 
Feijóo, leader ofthe conservative Popu- 
lar Party, debated for an hour and 40 
minutes on television. Yesterday not 


one newspaper or media outlet across 
the political spectrum gave Sánchez a 
positive review of his performance. 

El País, a daily that supports the 
Socialists, described it as a "disastrous 
night" for Sánchez, saying that he was 
"generally uncomfortable". The colum- 
nist Carlos Cue wrote: "Sánchez at no 
time seemed to be the [prime minister], 
but rather the aspirant” who was “over- 
whelmed by a Feijóo completely differ- 
ent to the one that had been seen for 
months in the Senate, where he barely 


managedto getthe measure of Sanchez 
in several exchanges." 

El Diario, a left-leaning website, said 
Feijoo appeared “more forceful” than 
his rival. “Feijoo managed to intimidate 
a restless Sanchez,” agreed El Confi- 
dencial, a centrist online newspaper. 

Polls show the conservatives winning 
on July 23, but falling short of a majority 
and relying on the far-right Vox Party 
to form a government. Sanchez called 
the snap election after bad results in 
May’s regional and municipal elections 


— gambling on a strategy that portrays 
the choice facing Spain as between him 
or a return to Franco-era politics. 

But Sanchez will also require the 
support of minor parties including 
communists and regional parties seek- 
ing independence to achieve victory. 

Both leaders tried to portray the 
other as a prisoner of extremists. In an 
attempt to sway Vox voters and disen- 
chanted socialist supporters, Feijéo 
said: “I will not be a [prime minister] 
who lies.” He promised “a political 


change” if he can earn enough votes to 
govern alone. 

Sanchez defended his “equality poli- 
tics” and warned what a government 
involving Vox would mean, saying: 
“What is at stake is whether Spain con- 
tinues advancing as it has done during 
these last 40 years or you place us, Mr 
Feijóo, in a sinister time tunnel in which 
who knows where we will end up.” 

Sanchez is normally regarded as an 
engaging speaker, while Feijoo has a 
tendency to put his foot in his mouth. 


Reprieve for 
‘colonialist’ 
Bismarck 


Germany 
David Crossland Berlin 


He was the Iron Chancellor who forged 
a nation but according to critics cast a 
dark colonialist shadow over Ger- 
many’s history. 

However, a 34m (112ft) statue of Otto 
von Bismarck in Hamburg has won a 
reprieve after the city rejected pro- 
posals to “disrupt” the monument with 
art installations aimed at highlighting 
his role in imperial expansion. A 
judging panel said none of eight short- 
listed designs was practical. 

The Bismarck monument, unveiled 
in 1906, has been restored in a three- 
year refurbishment costing about 
€9 million, without any commentary 
added on his part in colonialism. Bis- 
marck united Germany under Prussian 
rule and it took partin the “scramble for 
Africa", building the 19th century’s third 
biggest empire, after Britain and 
France. Hamburg merchants funded 
the statue in gratitude for his decision 
to place their trading posts in Africa and 
elsewhere under the Reichs protection. 

The chancellors legacy has come 
under renewed criticism since the 
Black Lives Matter movement emerged 
and his monument has been vandal- 
ised, echoing protests in Britain over 
statues of slave traders. 

Hamburgs centre-left government 
invited ideas for an "artistic interven- 
tion”. But Christina Weiss, who chaired 
the judging panel said the shortlisted 
ideas "would have been immensely 
hard to realise". 

Hamburg's conservative opposition 
criticised the contest that cost €27,000. 
"The effort of a jury to decolonise 
Hamburg" was a “waste of taxpayers' 
money", said Dennis Thering, chair- 
man of the Christian Democratic 
Union group in the Hamburg assembly. 
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Cost of riot 
damage put 
at €650m 


France 
David Chazan Paris 


Rioting in French cities over the past 
two weeks has left a trail of destruction 
costing €650 million, according to 
insurers. The cost was calculated from 
11,300 insurance claims already filed 
and is expected to rise. 

The violence began on June 27 after 
the fatal shooting by police of Nahel 
Merzouk, a 17-year-old French-Algeri- 
an. Rioters used social media to co-or- 
dinate attacks on public buildings that 
they saw as symbols of the state. 

Bruno Le Maire, the finance minister, 
said about 1,000 shops had been looted 
and nearly 400 bank branches attacked 
and vandalised. Nearly 6,000 cars and 
buses were burnt and more than 1,100 
buildings set on fire or damaged, in- 
cluding police stations, schools, and 
town halls. France Assureurs, the insur- 
ers’ federation, said claims by business- 
es and local authorities made up 90 per 
cent of the cost so far. 

This follows millions of euros of dam- 
age caused by demonstrations against 
President Macron’s pension reforms, 
and vandalism during the yellow-vest 
protests of 2018 and 2019 is estimated to 
have cost €200 million. 

As France faces anger from the 
young in deprived areas over police vio- 
lence, Claire Hédon, the human rights 
ombudswoman, has called for an end to 
identity checks that she says encourage 
racial profiling. Black and Arab youths 
are 20 times more likely to be stopped. 

The government, however, has re- 
jected UN accusations of “racism and 
discrimination in law enforcement”, 
and right-wing parties want harsher 
punishments for rioters. Police arrested 
more than 3,700 people during the un- 
rest, nearly a third of whom were mi- 
nors. Some 400 people have been jailed. 


New twist in missing Vatican g 


Italy 
Tom Kington Rome 


The disappearance of a Rome teenager 
40 years ago, for which the mafia, papal 
officials and even terrorists have been 
blamed, has taken a further twist as 
leaked Vatican documents cast suspi- 
cion on the girls uncle. 

Emanuela Orlandi, a daughter of a 
Vatican employee, vanished aged 15 on 
her way home from a music lesson in 
1983, prompting decades of investiga- 
tions and theories, which were ana- 
lysed last year in a Netflix docu- 
mentary, Vatican Girl: The Disappear- 
ance of Emanuela Orlandi. 

Wild claims have included that she 
was snatched by a mafia gang that was 


owed money by priests, killed to cover 
up sex abuse at the Vatican or kid- 
napped by terrorists trying to win the 
release of Mehmet Ali Agca, the Turk 
jailed for trying to assassinate Pope 
John Paul II in 1981. 

The newly leaked documents cast 
suspicion on a figure closer to home: 
Emanuela’s uncle, Mario Meneguzzi, 
who has since died. Among them is a 
letter written three months after Ema- 
nuela’s disappearance by Agostino Cas- 
aroli, the Vatican cardinal secretary of 
state, to a priest who acted as a spiritual 
adviser to the Orlandi family. 

Casaroli asks the priest to confirm a 
story that he had heard about Mene- 
guzzi sexually abusing Emanuelas old- 
er sister, Natalina. The priest wrote: 


"Yes, it's true. Natalina was subject to 
unhealthy attention from the uncle. 
She was terrified when she told me. She 
was told to keep it quiet otherwise she 
would have lost her job at the parlia- 
ment where Meneguzzi, who 
managed the café, had got 
her work.” 

La7, the Italian televi- 
sion channel that pub- 
lished the letter, point- 
ed out that an artist’s 
sketch of a man seen 
picking up Emanuela 
in a car the day she 
vanished strongly re- 


Emanuela Orlandi had 
been at a music lesson 


sembled Meneguzzi. Meneguzzi had 
said that he received anonymous 
phone calls from people claiming to 
have kidnapped Emanuela, which 
helped to fuel conspiracy theories 
about her disappearance. 

Emanuela’s brother, Pietro 
Orlandi, condemned 
what he called “mud 
slinging” by the Italian 
media. “I am angry, fu- 
rious,” said Orlandi, 
who has long claimed 
that there was Vatican 
involvement in his sis- 
ter’s fate. Ata press con- 
ference yesterday, Nata- 
lina Orlandi said her uncle 
had made “verbal advances” 


irl case 


but never physically abused her, while 
Pietro said it had been proven that Me- 
neguzzi was not in Rome on the day 
Emanuela vanished. 

The documents were part of a batch 
handed to magistrates by Alessandro 
Diddi, a Vatican prosecutor who said he 
was keen to get to the bottom of the 
mystery after years of Vatican reticence. 

Pietro Orlandi said the leaking of the 
letter was a “dirty trick”, adding: ^I don't 
know who, but someone in the Vatican 
did this because they want to shift the 
attention from inside the Vatican to 
outside.” 

Laura Sgro, the family’s lawyer, said 
police had investigated Meneguzzi 
years ago but found no proof he was in- 
volved. 
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Bone-fide fantastic beasts go on sale 


SOTHEBY'S; ALAMY 
f; 


Will Pavia New York 


During its lifetime 83 million years 
ago, the pteranodon specimen now 
referred to as Horus was an 
enormous flying reptile that went 
gliding over the sea that stretched 
between the Rockies and the 
Appalachian mountains, hunting for 
fish. 

Its skeleton now soars on bony 
wings that span 20ft over the third 
floor of a gallery of Sotheby's in 
Manhattan, where it is expected to 
sell for up to $6 million this month. 

The price tag reflects its great 
rarity. "The bones are very fragile, 
and they are hollow, which allowed it 
to fly, so when they get fossilised they 
are almost paper thin,’ said 
Cassandra Hatton, a specialist at the 
auction house in sales related to 
science, standing beneath the winged 
skeleton as it hung from the ceiling. 
“It’s rare to find a specimen of this size 
and quality of preservation." 

The skeleton has a huge mouth, 
with a sharp, pointed beak and an 
extraordinary curving crest on its 
head that it may have used to steer in 
flight. Its neck is long and leads to a 
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rib cage that is roughly the size and 
shape of a large watermelon, from 
which branch the enormous, graceful 
wings. At the end of its legs are 
enormousfeet with long, splayed toes 
that may have been joined by 
webbing. 

It will go on sale alongside a 
plesiosaur that was found in 
Gloucestershire in the early Nineties 
and is estimated to be worth up to 
$800,000. The skeleton of this 
aquatic creature, with a long snaking 
neck and giant bony flippers, was 
hung in an adjoining gallery, lit with 
five spotlights as if it were a 
Modigliani sculpture. 

The pteranodon was found in a 
chalk outcrop on the Smoky Hill 
River, in northwest Kansas, land that 
was by the seaside during the late 
cretaceous period. The site has 
yielded the fossils of prehistoric fish 


and of pterosaurs, a close relative of 
dinosaurs and an early pioneer of 
powered flight. The 20ft wingspan of 
this one, found in 2002, means it was 
almost certainly a male, though it is 
hard to be completely sure without 
the creatures soft tissue, Hatton said. 
"They lived in roosts,” she said. The 
females, which were smaller, lived 
together in large harems, she said. 

Hatton declined to disclose the 
seller, but she said meticulous checks 
had been performed on the paper- 
work to determine its provenance 
and that it was a single specimen and 
not a composite of several, which 
would command a lower price. 

"| want to see the GPS of where it 
was found. I want the land deed;" she 
said. She also asks for a "site map", 
showing where each piece of the 
fossil was found and that they are 
from a single pterosaur. Skeletons 


The pteranodon bones found in 
Kansas and an artist's impression of 
how it would have looked 83 million 
years ago. It is expected to fetch up 
to $6 million at the Sotheby's sale 


considered in the trade to be 
relatively complete are those in 
which it is possible to infer nearly the 
entire skeleton from the bones that 
are found. 

In the case of the pteranodon “one 
of the wings is complete", Hatton 
said. The left wing was then 3D-print- 
ed. The same goes for parts of the 
spine and the rib cage. The 
magnificent crest is inferred from 
what is known of the species. 

The plesiosaur skeleton may be the 
most complete specimen ever found, 
Hatton said. It is nicknamed “Nessie” 
because the species was thought to be 
the inspiration for the Loch Ness 
monster, even though “the lake bed of 
Loch Ness was formed far, far after 
this creature died”. 

Both skeletons showed the 
potential for prehistoric creatures to 
feed into mythology. Pteranodons, 
when they were first discovered, 
looked rather like dragons, Hatton 
said. Both made their New York 
debut before a host of photographers. 
“Crazy right?” said one, nodding at 
the plesiosaur. “Imagine being in the 
woods and coming across this thing. 
Come on!” 

Hatton said that the plesiosaur 
must have lived in a river, hunting 
fish. Pointing at its head, which was 
about the size and shape of a rugby 
ball but with a gaping jaw filled with 
small pointy teeth, she said: “It 
wouldn't swallow you whole but it 
could rip your calf off.” 

She expected that both specimens 
would either become part of a 
museum collection or be loaned to 
one by the buyer. 

Collectors of such pieces are 
“people who have never lost their 
childlike wonder about the world”, 
she said. When “I go into their homes, 
or their corporate offices” with a new 
skeleton, “they are jumping up and 
down with excitement”. 
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Crocodile attacks 
prompt call for cull 


the territory has stories where croco- 
diles have been more aggressive ... 
and when you havea bigger crocodile 
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first time in half a century after a 
series of attacks on tourists in Austra- 
lia’s remote Northern Territory. 

Natasha Fyles, the chief minister of 
the territory, which is almost six 
times bigger than the UK, said there 
had been a steep increase in the 
crocodile population since culling 
was halted in 1971, with numbers 
rising from about 3,000 to an esti- 
mated 100,000. 

“I think it's time for us to consider: 
do we need to go back to culling, 
considering that significant increase 
in the crocodile population and the 
impact it’s having not only on tourism 
and visitors, but locals,” Fyles said. 

Rangers tracked down and killed 
an 8ft male saltwater crocodile that 
attacked a 67-year-old man swim- 
ming at Wangi Falls, a tourist spot less 
than 50 miles from Darwin. The 
swimming area will remain closed 
until surveys confirm there are no 
other crocodiles. Fyles described 
Mondays attack as "extremely 
scary”, adding: “I think everyone in 


population, there is more chance that 
they will interact with humans.” 

Taneka Starr, a detective from 
Tasmania who was on holiday with 
her family, said that about 80 people 
were swimming at Wangi Falls when 
the attack happened. “He [the victim] 
saw the croc and warned another 
man which diverted the croc back to 
him,” Starr said. “People on the view- 
ing platform were screaming at us to 
get out of the water. [It was] terrifying. 

“We formed a circle to make sure 
we all made it out of the water safely 
as a group, especially the children. 
We then saw that a man had suffered 
injuries to his arm and together my 
sisters and I provided first aid.” 

In May a publican from north 
Queensland, Kevin Darmody, 65, 
was mauled to death by two croco- 
diles while fishing from a river bank. 

The last fatal crocodile attack in 
the Northern Territory was in 2018, 
though there have been a series of 
maulingsthat some crocodile experts 
have attributed to the animals push- 
ing into the outskirts of Darwin. 


walked free from prison in California 
after serving 53 years of a life sen- 
tencefor her part in a double murder. 

Leslie Van Houten, 73, was 19 when 
she and other members of the so- 
called Manson family broke into the 
home of Leno LaBianca and his wife, 
Rosemary, in Los Angeles on August 
10,1969. The LaBiancas were stabbed 
dozens of times. Members of the 
Manson cult had murdered the ac- 
tress Sharon Tate the previous night. 

Van Houten was released to 
"parole supervision”, the California 
Department of Corrections and 
Rehabilitation said. 

Gavin Newsom, the state's gover- 
nor, had announced that he would 
not fight a state appeals court ruling 
that Van Houten should be granted 
parole. The parole board said that 
Van Houten, who originally faced a 
death sentence, had "shown extraor- 
dinary rehabilitative efforts". 

Van Houtens supporters have long 
argued that at the time of the killings 
she was under the spell of Manson, 
who died aged 83 in 2017. 
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RBS debt chaser used voice-changing software to mimic customers 


James Hurley 


A Royal Bank of Scotland supplier used 
voice-changing software to steal the 
personal information of bank custom- 
ers and help the lender chase debts, the 
UK's data regulator found. 

Michael Isaacs routinely contacted 
organisations such as GP surgeries, 
utility companies and councils pre- 
tending to be RBS customers so that he 
could record personal information to 


pass to the lender, the Information 
Commissioner's Office (ICO) said. 

Isaacs, 79, is a director of Datasearch 
Services (DSS), which was used by RBS 
to locate people who owed money to 
the bank and to determine their assets 
and ability to repay the debts. 

The commissioners office said it had 
received a complaint from the bank in 
February 2016 “with concerns about 
the contents of reports it had received 
from DSS”. The regulator found that 


Isaacs ^would use voice-changing soft- 
ware to impersonate other people and 
to cover his tracks" after passing secur- 
ity questions. “Isaacs would then record 
personal information such as monthly 
direct debits, bank account details and 
outstanding mortgages to build up an 
in-depth profile of a person for RBS. 
This level of detail was wholly outside 
of the remit and agreement with RBS,” 
the commissioner said. 

The bank indicated that, in agree- 


ment with the regulator, it had not noti- 
fied any of the affected customers and 
that the commissioner was comfort- 
able with the lender's conduct. 

Banks and other financial firms are 
supposed to be careful about ensuring 
that tracing agents do not engage in 
illegal or unethical practices on their 
behalf. 

The regulator has long had concerns 
about tracing agents' operations and 
told The Timesthat it was "looking into 


the methods and techniques used by 
tracing agents to collect and use 
people's personal information". 

In 2018 Woodgate and Clark, an 
insurance firm, and two senior figures 
connected with the company, were 
given record fines for using private 
detectives to illegally obtain the private 
banking records of a businessman. 

It is feared that similar abuses have 
often gone unpunished. The regulator 
Continued on page 31 


CMA calls 
truce with 
Microsoft 


Case halted after US judge backs Activision deal 


Callum Jones, Katie Prescott 


A truce has been declared in court pro- 
ceedings between Microsoft and the 
UK’s competition watchdog as they at- 
tempt to reach an agreement over the 
software giant's $69 billion takeover of 
Activision Blizzard. 

The surprise pause was announced 
after a federal judge in the United 
States ruled that Microsoft could push 
ahead with the Activision deal, leaving 
Britain as the last remaining market 
where it cannot proceed. 

The Competition and Markets 
Authority (CMA) decided in April to 
block the deal and a date was set for 
Microsoft to challenge it at the Compe- 
tition Appeals Tribunal at the end of 
this month. At the time Brad Smith, 
Microsofts president, described the 
CMAS decision as an "outlier" and said 
itmadethe UK a worse placeto do busi- 
ness after the EU approved the deal, 
with some conditions in place. 

Yesterday, however, the CMA an- 
nounced a stay in the proceedings after 
a judge in San Francisco rejected a 
request from Americas top antitrust 
watchdog to impose a preliminary in- 
junction on the Activision deal. Micro- 
soft expressed the hope that "other 
jurisdictions" would work with it in a 
"timely" fashion following the decision. 

A spokeswoman for the CMA said 
yesterday: “We stand ready to consider 
any proposals from Microsoft to re- 
structure the transaction in a way that 
would address the concerns set out in 
our final report." 

The US Federal Trade Commission 
(FTC) had argued that the takeover 


threatened to substantially reduce 
competition and potentially restrict ac- 
cess to games such as Activision's 
blockbuster Call of Duty franchise. 
However, Judge Jacqueline Scott Cor- 
ley ruled: “To the contrary, the record 
evidence points to more consumer 
access to Call of Duty and other Activi- 
sion content. The motion for a prelimi- 
nary injunction is therefore denied." 

Injunctions are generally issued 
when a judge believes the plaintiff is 
likely to prevail in the case. After losing 
a similar injunction request on a sepa- 
rate acquisition this year, the FTC 
abandoned its effort to stop a deal by 
the Facebook owner, Meta Platforms. 

During its legal showdown with the 
FTC, Microsoft pushed back against 
claims by Sony, which owns PlaySta- 
tion, the main rival to Microsoft's Xbox 
console, that it could make Call of Duty 
exclusive to Xbox or lessen the game's 
popularity on PlayStation by stealth, 
for example by weakening its quality on 
the console. 

Shares in Activision closed up 10 per 
cent, or $8.29, at $90.99 in New York 
last night while Microsoft stock, which 
initially slipped, ended 02 per cent, or 
64 cents, higher at $332.47. 

In an email to staff Bobby Kotick, 
chief executive of Activision, said: ^We 
stand ready to work with UK regulators 
to address any remaining concerns so 
our merger can quickly close.” 

The FTC said it was "disappointed in 
this outcome given the clear threat this 
merger poses to open competition in 
cloud gaming, subscription services 
and consoles”. It pledged to announce 
its next step in the coming days. 


s y Aree 
Sosandar looks 
good in black 


KEN MCKAY/ITV/SHUTTERSTOCK 


Sosandar, the British fashion brand 
worn by celebrities including Fearne 
Cotton, has achieved its first year of 
profit, making £1.6 million before tax. 


Soaring wages 
push pound to 
15-month high 
against dollar 


Callum Jones 
US Business Correspondent 


Sterling hit a 15-month peak against the 
dollar yesterday as a record rise in 
wages bolstered expectations of higher 
interest rates for longer. 

The pound rose as high as $1.2913, its 
highest level since April last year. Up 
0.6 per cent on the day, it has now risen 
6.6 per cent againstthe greenback since 
the turn of the year. 

The Office for National Statistics 
said that average pay increased by 
73 per cent in the three months to May, 
ahead of expectations, in the latest indi- 
cator that inflation is providing stickier 
in Britain than in other leading eco- 
nomies. Sterling has become the best- 
performing major currency against the 
dollar this year, as traders bet that the 
Bank of England will raise rates higher 
than other central banks. 

As of yesterday, markets were pricing 
in a 74 per cent chance of a 50 basis- 
point increase next month, according 
to futures data, up from 66 per cent 
before the ONS release. 

While higher rates usually support 
currencies in the short term, analysts 
have cautioned that the pound may 
eventually weaken in the face of pres- 
sure on economic growth. Sterling's 
recent rise has also been supported by a 
decline in the dollar against leading 
currencies, to a two-month low, after 
officials at the Federal Reserve indicat- 
ed that the central bank may be nearing 
the end of its tightening cycle. 

The Fed is expected by traders to 
raise rates by 25 basis points at its next 
policy meeting this month. Wall Street 
will closely scrutinise today’s US con- 
sumer price index for June as investors 
attempt to gauge the next steps of poli- 
cymakers. Economists expect a signifi- 
cant moderation in the headline read- 
ing, to an annual rate of about 3.1 per 
cent, down from 4 per cent in May. 

The FTSE 100 closed marginally 
higher, up 0.12 per cent, or 8.73 points, at 
Continued on page 32 
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Need to know 


Rishi Sunak has backed plans 
le lift a ban on building homes 
on tens of thousands of 
properties. Natural England, the 
environment watchdog, has forced 
more than 70 councils to block 
developments of up to 120,000 
new homes because of concerns 
about the potential additional 
pollution of local rivers. Page 2 


voted overwhelmingly to 

accept a deal to end a long- 
running dispute over pay, jobs and 
conditions. It included a 10 per 
cent salary increase and a one-off 
lump sum of £500. Page 2 


p Royal Mail workers have 


building society, has warned 

that rising mortgage rates are 
near a “tipping point" beyond 
which switching to an interest- 
only deal will not soften the blow 
for households. Page 16 


3 Nationwide, Britain biggest 


declared in court proceedings 

between Microsoft and the 
UK's competition watchdog as 
they attempt to reach an 
agreement over the software 
company’s $69 billion takeover of 
Activision Blizzard. A federal judge 
in the United States has approved 
the deal, leaving Britain as the last 
remaining market where it cannot 
proceed. Page 29 


| A temporary truce has been 


Scotland supplier used voice 

changing software to steal 
personal information of bank 
customers to help the lender chase 
debts, the UK's data regulator 
found. Page 29 


5 A former Royal Bank of 


against the dollar as a record 

rise in wages bolstered 
expectations of higher interest 
rates for longer. UK wages rose 
73per cent in the three months to 
May. Economists had forecast a 
dip to 71 per cent from 72 per cent 
last month. Pages 29, 32 


6 Sterling hit a 15-month peak 


heating and cooking in up to 

2,000 homes in Cheshire have 
been scrapped after opposition 
from residents. Cadent, the gas 
network company, and British 
Gas, the household energy 
supplier, hoped to convert part of 
Whitby in Ellesmere Port into a 
world-first "hydrogen village". 


7 Plans to use hydrogen for 


Centrica has finalised an 

$8billion agreement to buy 

liquefied natural gas from a 
new floating production facility in 
the Gulf of Mexico. The British 
Gas owner will buy about 14 LNG 
cargos per year from Delfin 
Midstream’s deepwater port. The 
million tonnes would be enough to 
heat 5 per cent of UK homes. 


agency has said she would be 

“astonished” if artificial 
intelligence were not being used to 
report some news stories, such as 
financial results, by the end of the 
year. Sue Brooks said it was vital 
that there was “always a human in 
the loop” to ensure total accuracy. 
Page 32 


Tens of thousands of so- 
called “zombie” 
companies will fall prey to 


rising interest rates and inflation 
in the coming months, according 
to the boss of Begbies Traynor, the 
insolvency specialist. Page 37 


O The head of Reuters news 


‘Hydrogen 

village’ plan 

snuffed out 
y residents 


Emily Gosden Energy Editor 


Plans to use hydrogen for heating and 
cooking in up to 2,000 homes in Chesh- 
ire have been scrapped after opposition 
from residents. 

Cadent, the gas network company, 
and British Gas, the household energy 
supplier, hopedto convert part of Whit- 
by in Ellesmere Port into a world-first 
"hydrogen village" trial as they attempt 
to provethatthe clean-burning fuel can 
be used as a replacement for planet- 
warming natural gas. 

Whitby was one of two proposed 
locations for the trial, along with a 
Northern Gas Networks (NGN) project 
in Redcar, North Yorkshire. Lord Cal- 
lanan, the energy minister, said: "After 
listening to the views of residents, it's 
clear that there is no strong local 
support." He said that "discussions with 
NGN re Redcar are ongoing" and the 
next steps would be announced shortly. 

The scrapping of the Whitby trial is 
the latest setback for proponents of 
hydrogen for home heating amid signs 
that the government is cooling on the 
idea. Grant Shapps, the energy security 
secretary, told Politico last month that 
he had come into the role thinking that 
"one day hydrogen will fuel homes" but 
now believed it was “unlikely to be the 
way forward", although the govern- 
ment still planned to carry out trials. 

In addition to the proposed Redcar 
hydrogen village trial, the gas network 
company SGN is planning a smaller 
trial to supply green hydrogen to up to 
300 homes in Fife in Scotland, a project 
that has already suffered delays. 

More than 80 per cent of British 
homes use boilers that burn natural gas, 
causing climate change. Decarbonising 
home heating is crucial to achieving 
Britain’s net zero goals but the best way 
to do it is the subject of fierce debate. 

Proponents of hydrogen for home 
heating include the gas network com- 
panies that hope to convert their exist- 
ing pipelines to carry hydrogen, secur- 


ing the future of their assets. Cadent is 
Britain's biggest gas distribution pipe- 
line operator, while its partner British 
Gas is Britains biggest household 
energy supplier and has a significant 
boiler servicing and repair business. 

Critics say that heat pumps powered 
by renewable electricity offer a much 
more efficient solution to decarbonis- 
ing home heating and the Climate 
Change Committee has warned that it 
would be "impractical to produce 
enough hydrogen to usein every home. 

Opponents of the Whitby trial had 
raised concerns about the safety of 
using hydrogen. There was also anger 
at the companies' initial proposals to 
cut off the natural gas supplies to all 
2,000 homes in the proposed trial area 
asthey converted the existing pipelines 
for hydrogen, offering heat pumps, 
electric boilers or panel radiators to 
those who did not want to take part. 

In March the companies said those 
households that did not want to take 
part would retain gas boilers and it 
would lay a new pipe network to supply 
them while continuing to convert the 
existing network to carry hydrogen. 

A spokesman for Cadent said: “We 
believe strongly in the role that hydro- 
gen can play alongside other technolo- 
gies and energy sources in reaching net 
zero. While Whitby wont be the loca- 
tion for the trial, the information we 
have gained over the last 12 months will 
still play an invaluable role in shaping 
how the UK heats its homes and busi- 
nesses in the future.” 

Juliet Phillips, senior policy adviser at 
E3G, the climate change think tank, 
said: “Hydrogen will have an important 
role to play in decarbonising certain 
sectors of the economy, but there is in- 
creasing consensus that its deployment 
for domestic heat represents an ineffi- 
cient use of this green fuel." 

A spokesman for NGN said: "We 
continue to work closely with the gov- 
ernment on our demonstration of hy- 
drogen for home heating." 
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Centrica agrees 
$8bn deal to 
buy gas from US 


entrica has 
finalised an 
$8 billion 
agreement to 
purchase 
liquefied natural gas 
from a new floating 
production facility in 
the Gulf of Mexico 
(Emily Gosden writes). 

The British Gas 
owner will buy about 
14 LNG cargos per year 
from Delfin 
Midstream’s deepwater 
port, 40 nautical miles 
off the coast of 
Louisiana. 

The million tonnes 
of LNG per year would 
be enough to heat 
5 per cent of UK 
homes and Centrica 
said it intended to 
bring the gas to 
Britain, although it has 
the rights to sell it 
globally. 

The sale and 
purchase agreement 
with Delfin follows a 
heads of agreement 
signed in August last 
year, at which stage 
the much-delayed 
project was expected to 
take a final investment 
decision later that year 
and start exporting in 
2026. Delfin is working 
on a final investment 
decision and no gas is 
due to be exported 
until 2027. 

Centrica said that as 
a foundation customer 


of the project, its 
agreement “underpins 
investment in the next 
wave of incremental 
LNG supply from the 
us”. 

Chris O’Shea, the 
Centrica chief 
executive, said: 
“Natural gas is an 
essential transition fuel 
in the move to net zero 
and securing 
international 
agreements such as 
this are vital to the 
UK's energy security.” 

Dudley Poston, chief 
executive of Delfin, 
said: “We continue to 
move towards a final 
investment decision 
and bring this 
important project 
forward, becoming a 
partner to countries 
like the UK as it 
continues to make 
progress bolstering 
national energy 
security and driving 
down prices with 
clean, reliable LNG." 

Centrica is a 
FTSE 100 energy group 
that posted record 
adjusted profits of 
£3.3 billion last year. It 
is best known for 
running Britain's 
biggest household 
energy supplier, British 
Gas, which has about 
75 million customers. 
It also has a North Sea 
gas business, operates 


IN THE 
PIPELINE 


the Rough gas storage 
site, has a 20 per cent 
stake in Britain's 
nuclear plants and 
runs a significant 
energy marketing and 
trading business. 
Supplies of LNG — 
gas chilled to liquid 
form for transport by 
tanker — have become 
increasingly important 
over the past year after 
Russia curtailed 
pipeline gas supplies to 
Europe in retaliation 
for western sanctions 
imposed following its 
invasion of Ukraine. 
Gas prices surged to 
all-time highs of more 


Womens lawyers target Odey funds 


Ben Martin Banking Editor 


The City regulator has been urged to 
ensure that Odey Asset Management 
retains assets in the event that the 
hedge fund has to cover any redress to 
women who allege they were sexually 
assaulted by the firms founder. 

Jill Greenfield, a lawyer representing 
two women who claim they were as- 
saulted by Crispin Odey, has written to 
the Financial Conduct Authority to ask 
the watchdog to ringfence funds that 
might be needed if litigation results in 
damages being awarded. 

The women instructed Greenfield to 
pursue civil claims against Odey, 64, 
and his firm. Her request to the FCA, 
first reported by the Financial Times, is 
a further twist in the turmoil around 
the tycoon and the firm he founded. 


The FCA confirmed it had received 
Greenfield's letter and would respond. 

Odey and his hedge fund group be- 
came embroiled in controversy last 
month after a string of women accused 
the financier of misconduct. 

Odey has denied the allegations. But 
the Mayfair-based group, which he set 
up in 1991, took the extraordinary step 
of ousting him in an attempt to contain 
the fallout from the scandal. 

However, this failed to stop banks, 
which provided prime broking services 
to the firm, and clients from abandon- 
ing the hedge fund. 

This has severely disrupted the busi- 
ness, which is breaking itself up after its 
ability to function was impaired by the 
exodus. The break-up involves trans- 
ferring funds, as well as the managers 
who run the portfolios, to rival firms. 


City minister 


Last month the FCA revealed that 
Odey Asset Management and its sister 
group Odey Wealth Management had 
voluntarily agreed restrictions with the 
regulator concerning the movement of 
cash and assets. These measures re- 
quire the firms to seek the watchdog's 
approval before undertaking transac- 
tions that fall outside the ordinary 
course of business or exceed £20,000. 

The dismantling of Odey Asset Man- 
agement marks arapid downfallfor one 
ofthebest-known hedgefund groups in 
London, while Odey himself was one of 
Britains most prominent investors. 

In 2021 Odey was cleared by a judge 
of indecent assault over an incident 
that was alleged to have taken place in 
1998. Since then other claims about his 
conduct were reported in 2021 and last 
year but he denied the allegations. 


defends reform 


Ben Martin Banking Editor 


The City minister has insisted the gov- 
ernment is not on a “deregulatory tear" 
a day after the Treasury unveiled 
another set of reforms designed to 
boost Britains financial services indus- 
try and bolster the wider economy. 

Andrew Griffith, told The Times: *I 
don't think we're putting too much risk 
inthe system." He said the government 
was "resetting the pendulum in a very 
central position" to strike “a better bal- 
ance" between financial stability and 
high-quality regulation. 

"These are balanced, thoughtful re- 
views that are being consulted on and 
worked with the industry,” he said. 

The government is revamping rules 
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UK gas production, imports and exports 


Gigawatt hours (GWh) 


Domestic production 


Breakdown of LNG imports by country 
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Pipeline imports from Norway 


LNG imports 

| 277,833 
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Exports 


259,364 


Source: gov.uk 


than ten times usual 
levels last summer, 
although they have 
now receded closer to 
pre-crisis levels. 

Last year Britain's 
LNG imports rose by 
74 per cent to a record 
high, which was partly 
driven by cargos being 
unloaded at UK LNG 
terminals and then 
transported by pipeline 
to Europe, which had 
insufficient import 
terminals of its own to 


Britain's biggest 
supplier for the 
previous 13 years. 
Centrica said that it 
was "investing heavily 
to future-proof the 
UK's energy supply and 
address one of the 
underlying causes of 
the energy crisis", 
highlighting its deal 
with Equinor last 
summer to increase 
the volumes of 
pipeline gas it FN 
imports from À 
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Chris O'Shea 
says natural 
gas is vital 
for the UK 
to achieve 
energy 
security 


meet demand. Norway. 

America provided At the end of 

about half of Britain's last month 

LNG, overtaking Centrica 4 Hi 
Qatar, which had been | announced that it | 


on the City partly in an effort to defend 
London’s status as a financial hub, 
which is threatened by competition 
from rivals including New York and 
Amsterdam. 

Jeremy Hunt, the chancellor, used 
his first speech at the annual Mansion 
House dinner on Monday night to an- 
nounce changes designed to unlock 
capital in pension funds and improve 
the international competitiveness of 
the London stock market. 

Last December he set out his so- 
called Edinburgh reforms, aimed at 
cutting red tape in the City. The chan- 
cellor is also pushing ahead with a 
relaxation of insurance regulations, 
known as Solvency II, introduced when 
Britain was a member of the EU. 

Some of the changes being intro- 
duced have led to warnings that rules 
are being loosened too far. Regulations 
in financial services were tightened 
after 2007-09 to reduce the risk of 
another crash. 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 29 


said it did not know how many custom- 
ers were affected by Isaacs’s activities 
but indicated that all 166 “trace reports” 
by him that it had seen contained un- 
lawfully obtained personal data. 

There is no suggestion RBS knew of 
Isaacs’ actions before it reported him to 
the commissioner. However, the bank 
did not answer a series of questions, in- 
cluding when it first engaged Isaacs and 
how many customer files DSS handled. 

William Wragg MP, co-chairman of 
the all party parliamentary group on 
fair business banking, said the ICO’s 
“staggering” statement “raises more 
questions than it answers”. 

“How much illegally obtained data 
does RBS still hold? What due diligence 
are RBS carrying out on the investiga- 
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was almost doubling 
the capacity of the 
Rough gas storage 
facility, which it 
partially reopened last 
October. 

Centrica is seeking 
to emphasise its role 
in delivering 
energy security as 
it braces for a 
political row 
when it is 

expected to 
\ report record 
» half-year 
profits for its 
British Gas 
supply 
business later 
this month. 


Voice-change debt chaser 


tors they contract? These are all perti- 
nent questions and the relative silence 
from RBS begs a further question: how 
widespread are these practices in our 
financial services sector?” 

A spokeswoman for NatWest, RBS's 
owner, said: “Since bringing these 
potential breaches to the ICO’s atten- 
tion, we have fully co-operated with the 
investigation. We are pleased that this 
case has now been resolved.” 

In February Isaacs pleaded guilty to 
six charges of unlawfully obtaining per- 
sonal data. Last month at Kingston-up- 
on-Thames crown court, he was 
ordered to pay back £38,000 under a 
confiscation order after “benefiting 
from his criminal conduct”. He was also 
fined £10,560 plus £15,000 court costs. 

Isaacs and DSS could not be reached 
for comment. 


Bailey puts us all in 


a sticky situation s 


he governor of the Bank of 
England seems ever more 
intent in lodging himself 
up a gum tree. Speaking at 
the Mansion House this 
week Andrew Bailey confessed that 
inflation is proving to be “more 
sticky” than he had predicted 
because of the strength of the 
labour market. He indicated that 
galloping wage inflation is the single 
key metric for his monetary policy 
interest rate-setting committee. 

Right on cue and providing a 
post-Mansion House hangover, 
ONS figures revealed that UK 
wages are rising at the fastest since 
records began at the start of this 
century and discounting the wild 
swings of the pandemic. The 73 per 
cent jump was above forecasts and 
contributing to the official rate of 
inflation at 8.7 per cent — 
perversely leaving the lucky 
recipients of such average wage 
rises still firmly out of pocket in real 
terms. 

So to take the governor at his 
word — or at least his strong 
indication — that’s another hike in 
the base rate nailed on in three 
weeks’ time from the 5 per cent it 
was raised to last month. 

Writing in these pages this week 
Simon French, the esteemed City 
economist, made the point that the 
governor is looking tin-eared to the 
impact in the real world of his fight 
against inflation, and that there may 
be merit in understanding why the 
Fed put a halt to its rate increases as 
there needs to be time to assess the 
natural lag in their effects on the 
economy. 

In a dispatch from the real world 
yesterday, mortgage lenders quizzed 
by MPs gave an update on the 
impact of rate rises on the millions 
of householders whose fixed-rate 
deals end within the next 18 months. 

Those coming off fixed rates in 
the first half of this year have seen 
their monthly payments rise by 
about £235 on average. That's 
£2,800 a year. With mortgage rates 
currently on offer at between 5.5 per 
cent and 6.5 per cent, MPs were told 
homeowners coming off a rate of 
2.3 per cent would see an increase in 
monthly payments of £350. That's 
£4,200 a year. As the lady from the 
Skipton Building Society told them: 
“Over the next six months we 
expect to see more customers with 
financial stress.” 

The Australian idiom “like a 
possum up a gum tree” tells us that 
marsupials seeking refuge from 
predators may find the adhesive 
leaves of the eucalyptus a stickier 
situation. The governor appears 
intent on the gum tree gambit. As it 
happens possums have another 
means of avoiding conflict, that is to 
play dead. There are always lessons 
to be learnt from nature. 


Flame goes out 


hitby in Cheshire, hitherto 
W known for being part 

of the sprawl of Ellesmere 
Port that is home to the much- 
diminished Vauxhall automotive 
factory, has foregone its shot at 
history to become the first 
community in the UK’s great energy 
transition experiment to be fuelled 


by hydrogen. The residents have 
said they don't want to. 

This can be taken as a serious 
setback to the so-called hydrogen 
economy that many see as the 
future of a net zero Britain, or 
simply as a knockback for hydrogen 
as a domestic fuel, for after industry 
and transportation usage, we simply 
won't produce enough of it. 

Either way this is not a good look 
for a country that has to embrace 
hydrogen as part of the net zero 
mix. If we want decarbonised 
energy-intensive industries like steel 
or chemicals, hydrogen is the only 
obvious solution. Ditto the heaviest 
goods vehicles, for which batteries 
will only provide a sub-optimal 
result. 

In reality, the decision not to go 
ahead is the cry of a community on 
The Wirral that was mucked about 
in a botched demonstration project 
by Cadent, the energy company. 

Not helping all this is Grant 
Shapps who is in his fourth different 
Cabinet job in less than a year. 
When he came into the newly 
created role of energy security 
secretary five months ago, he was of 
the opinion that hydrogen-heated 
homes were the future. He has now 
changed his mind. No substitute for 
clarity of policy and leadership. 


Runway success 


he long wait at Heathrow is 
| finally coming to an end. Not 
in the departure lounges or on 
the tarmac or for fellow passengers 
to get their quart-sized carry-on 
luggage into the pint-pot overheads. 
But in the return to aviation 
normality. 

The number of passengers going 
through Heathrow' terminals in the 
last two months is at 98 per cent of 
pre-pandemic levels. If it weren't for 
the slow return of Far Eastern 
routes impacted by the longtail of 
Covid-19 in China and combat in 
the airspace above Ukraine and 
Russia, Heathrow would be back at 
pre-pandemic par. Depending on 
which pessimistic forecasts we 
listened to, that is between one and 
two years earlier than expected. 

The Heathrow recovery coincides 
with the end of the airport 
blathering on about how much 
more money it needs to charge 
passengers because of the expected 
shortfall in air travel. In its row with 
its regulator on the issue, it could be 
construed that Heathrow was being 
a little economic with the actualité. 
Perhaps best to say that it is just not 
very good at forecasting. 


Demolished hopes 


B lessed are the brickmakers, for 


they can show us the clay to 

economic recovery. 
Unfortunately, our top two 
producers, Ibstock and Forterra, are 
languishing close to all-time lows 
since their floats around eight years 
ago. We used to talk of building 
300,000 homes a year. Last year we 
got to 215,000. This year? It could be 
as few as 130,000. An inconvenient 
home truth. 


robert.lea@thetimes.co.uk 
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Pay rises continue at record pace 


Helen Cahill 


UK wages rose at a record pace in the 
three months to May, increasing expec- 
tations that the Bank of England will 
increase interest rates further. 

Average pay rose by a larger than 
expected 73 per cent, data from the 
Office for National Statistics showed. 
Economists had forecast a dip to 71 per 
cent from 72 per cent last month. 

The ONS said that growth in wages 
was the same as last month, which was 
the fastest in nearly two years, and the 
joint highest since records began in 
2001. In real terms, pay fell by 1.2 per 
cent in thethree months to May thanks 
to inflation, which at 8.7 per cent is well 
above the Bank of England’s target rate 
of 2 per cent. 

The unemployment rate in the three 
months increased by 0.2 percentage 
points to 4 per cent, driven by people 
unemployed for up to 12 months. This 
was abovethe expectations of a reading 
of 3.8 per cent. The employment rate 
rose 0.2 percentage points to 76 per 
cent, higher than the previous quarter 
but lower than before the pandemic. 

Darren Morgan, ONS director of 
economic statistics, said: "Total em- 
ployment grew in the latest three 
months while the number of people 
actively looking for work also in- 
creased, both driven by men rejoining 
the labour market. 

"Pay excluding bonuses has again 
risen at record levels in cash terms. Due 
to high inflation, however, the real 
value of weekly earnings are still falling, 
although now at its slowest rate since 
the end of 2021^ 

Andrew Bailey, the Bank governor, 
and Jeremy Hunt, the chancellor, 
called for wage restraint in speeches at 
the annual Mansion House dinner on 
Monday, saying pay settlements made 
it harder to bring down inflation. 

The government will decide later this 
month whether to increase public sec- 
tor pay by about 6 per cent. Hunt said 
that the government would make “re- 
sponsible decisions on public finances, 
including public sector pay”. 

The Bank has warned that inflation is 
taking longer to fall that it anticipated. 
Despite the fall in energy prices, which 
pushed inflation above II per cent last 
year, food inflation has remained high. 
This has added to pressure for higher 
wages to cope with the cost of living. 

Bailey said in his speech that increas- 
es in wages and prices were "not con- 
sistent with the inflation target" and 
said food prices were likely to fall as 


lower commodity prices fed through to 
supermarkets. 

The labour market has defied the 
pressure from rising interest rates, with 
unemployment close to record lows 
and companies complaining a shortage 
of workers has helped to drive up wages. 

The UK has suffered from worker 
shortages caused in part by Brexit and 
health problems forcing people out of 
the jobs market. This trend of falling 
labour force participation has begun to 
reverse as more students have begun 
looking for work in recent months. 

The data showed job vacancies 
dropped by 85,000 in the April to June 
period to 1,034,000. 

Hunt said yesterday: "Our jobs 
market is strong with unemployment 
low by historical standards. But we still 
have around one million job vacancies, 
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pushing up inflation even further. Our 
labour market reforms — including 
expanding free childcare next year — 
will help to build the high-wage, high- 
growth, low-inflation economy we all 
want to see.” 

Ashley Webb, an economist at Capi- 
tal Economics, said: “The labour 
market became less tight in May and 
there are some signs of momentum in 
wage growth slowing a bit. But with 
wage growth still well above the levels 
consistent with the 2 per cent inflation 
target, this won't ease the Bank of En- 
glands inflation fears significantly” 

Jane Gratton, head of people policy 
at the British Chambers of Commerce, 
said: “We remain concerned about the 
persistent tightness in the labour 
market, adding to the costs and difficul- 
ties facing businesses." 


21 22 23 24 


Data: ONS/Haver Analytics/Barclays Research 


Sterling hits 15-month high 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 29 


7,282.52. In New York last night, the 
S&P 500 closed up 0.7 per cent and the 
Dow Jones industrial average rose by 
0.9 per cent. 

Yields on ten-year UK government 
bonds — a key economic bellwether — 
rose last week above the peak reached 
last autumn, during the fallout from Liz 
Truss’s mini-budget, to hit their highest 
levels since 2008. They were largely 
unmoved yesterday, at 4.6 per cent. 
Yields move inversely to bond prices. 

In a note to clients this week, strat- 
egists at JPMorgan Chase cited Bank of 
England research that signalled that 


inflation expectations among business- 
es remained "very high". 

“We continue to adopt a very cau- 
tious approach to UK rate markets 
given wethink terminal rate valuations 
are hard to anchor until we see clear 
signsthat domestic-generated inflation 
is moderating and core inflation/wage 
data are consistently surprising to the 
downside,” the strategists said. 

Unexpectedly stubborn levels of 
inflation have prompted investors to 
re-evaluatetheir expectations for inter- 
est rates. Typical rates on two-year 
fixed mortgage deals are already at 
6.66 per cent, the highest since August 
2008, according to Moneyfacts. 


AI will write news soon, Reuters claims 


Katie Prescott 


The head of Reuters has said she would 
be "astonished" if artificial intelligence 
were not being used to report some 
news stories, such as financial results, 
by the end of the year. 

Speaking to The Times as the news 
agency introduced a slew of AI features 
to its services, Sue Brooks said it was 
vital that there was "always a human in 
the loop" to ensure total accuracy. 

Admitting it was her "gut speaking" 
when she said AI would be writing 
some news within six months, she 
added: “But I would be astonished if not. 
We're experimenting the whole time. 
We'rereviewingthe wholetime. We are 
talking about guidelines and guidance 
and oversight by editorial people and 
complete transparency for anything 
that does involve AL" 

AI would create a "golden age" of 
news, she said “because it's freeing up 
brain power to be creative and putting 


allthesetools in yourtoolboxto start up 
to creating really magical experiences 
for readers." 

Reuters news content will now have 
automated time-coded transcripts, 
translation of many languages into 
English and identification of public 
figures so that journalists can pinpoint 
what they need quickly. It will form 
part of the Reuters Connect service, 
whichis used by newsrooms around the 
world with more than 600,000 videos, 
six livestreams and 23 million pictures 
made available from its journalists. 

It already uses AI to translate some 
financial news into different languages 
which Brooks said "has taken two or 
three years to develop the models until 
we were satisfied that they were accu- 
rate enough". 

"The one thing our 3,000 customers 
have in common is that what they need 
from us is speed,” Brooks said. 

The company has been using AI in 
some forms for a while, but this update 


makes the rollout more widespread. 
“We've had some degree of facial recog- 
nition for a while and some degree of 
shot listing [detailing what happens ina 
video] and transcriptions,” she said. 
“This is putting it against continuously 
rolling news so whereas previously it 
would take 24 hours for it to get proc- 
essed, this is almost real time.” 

Founded in 1851 by Paul Julius Reuter 
in London, the news agency started 
using carrier pigeons to fly stock prices 
between Aachen and Brussels. It is one 
of the world’s leading news organisa- 
tions and operates under strict princi- 
ples to safeguard the independence of 
its reporting. 

In May Steve Hasker, chief executive 
of Thomson Reuters, the parent com- 
pany of Reuters News, said it planned to 
spend about $100 million a year on arti- 
ficial intelligence and expects to see 
generative AI incorporated into its 
main products in the second half of this 
year. 


Watchdog warns of market 
risks from unchecked tech 


Katie Prescott 
Technology Business Editor 


The boss of the financial regulator has 
warned that artificial intelligence in the 
City could lead to “imbalances and risks 
that affect the integrity, price discovery, 
transparency and fairness of markets if 
unleashed unfettered”. 

Nikhil Rathi, chief executive of the 
Financial Conduct Authority, said the 
FCA was determined to see AI offer 
“opportunity” with the right checks and 
balances but cautioned that it could “af- 
fect our markets in ways and at a scale 
not seen before”. 

Rathi warned about the potential im- 
pact of misinformation, such as a 
market shock caused by a fake image of 
an explosion at the Pentagon, and auto- 
mation, pointing to a doubling of intra- 
day volatility compared with during the 


2008 financial crisis. However, he laud- 
ed Al's potential to boost productivity 
and lower prices for consumers. 

The FCA is grappling with the best 
way to deal with the AI boom, as many 
City companies are already integrating 
the technology into their systems. Pro- 
fessional services firms are looking at 
how it can perform basic tasks such as 
creating initial drafts of documents. 

KPMG, one of the Big Four account- 
ancy firms, announced a multibillion- 
dollar tie-up with Microsoft last night 
to expand its AI capabilities in audit, tax 
and advisory services. Bill Thomas, 
global chairman and chief executive of 
KPMG International which employs 
265,000 people, said it “is embracing 
the future, and we believe that AI is key 
to unlocking sustainable growth in a 
way that will build a better future for 
our people, our clients and society”. 
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Comment Business 


David Smith 


Fewer workers and low productivity 
need urgent fixes. One could be AI 


The latest official 
labour market 
statistics show a 
softening, except 
where it matters 
most to the Bank of England. Thus, 
vacancies have fallen for the 12th 
month in a row and the 
unemployment rate is up to 4 per 
cent. But regular pay growth is a 
chunky 73 per cent, and shows no sign 
of calming down, and will have the 
hawks at the Bank sharpening their 
talons for further interest rate hikes. 

Businesses, meanwhile, are still 
struggling with labour shortages, 
which are helping to drive pay higher. 
“Wage costs remain very acute for 
employers across all sectors of the 
economy as businesses struggle to 
find talent in a market that still has 
more than 200,000 more vacancies 
than before the pandemic,” said Kitty 
Ussher, chief economist at the 
Institute of Directors. 

The British Chambers of 
Commerce is “concerned about the 
persistent tightness in the labour 
market, adding to the costs and 
difficulties facing businesses”, while 
the CBI repeated its call for a review 
of the shortage occupations list, to 
allow migrant workers to fill the gaps 
where they are most acute. 

I have unwelcome news for 
businesses, however. While all hope 
that the unusual state of the labour 
market is temporary, a new analysis 
suggests that worker scarcity may be 
with us for many years to come. 

The analysis, to be published 
shortly by the Institute for 
Employment Studies (IES), as part of 
its Commission on the Future of 
Employment Support, sponsored by 
the abrdn Financial Fairness Trust, 
suggests there was a golden age of 
employment growth in the first 20 
years of this century. 

In the 2000-2020 period, 
employment grew by an 
average of more than 250,000 
a year for “working-age” 
people, plus another 
50,000 a year for the 
over-65s, which was 
exceptional. 

So, in 20 years from 
the start of 2000, the 
number of people in 
employment rose 


People working and * 
retiring later won't be 1, 
enough to fill shortages 


from just over 27 million to 33 million. 
This increase of nearly 6 million was 
far stronger than the 2.1 million in the 
previous 20 years. 

Over the 20 years from 2020, the 
IES analysis says, employment 
growth among 20-64-year-olds will 
be barely a quarter of the previous 20. 
Employment growth will struggle to 
reach 70,000 a year in the 20-64 age 
group, though the total would rise to 
more than 100,000 if employment 
growth among over-65s persists. In 
the first three years of this new era, 
since early 2020, there was no overall 
growth in employment at all. 

What has changed to leave the 
prospective size of the workforce over 
the next 20 years many millions 
smaller than if the previous trend had 
continued? Covid and Brexit are 
factors, just as the opening up of the 
UK labour market to the new eastern 
European members of the EU in 2004 
was a factor before. Non-EU 
immigration is compensating, though 
not fully, for the loss of EU workers. 

Mainly, though, it is a result of 
demographic changes. Most baby 
boomers are now of normal 
retirement age, and even their 
children are approaching the age 
when employment tails off rapidly. 
Employment rates are higher for 
people from their mid-20s to mid-50s 
but then drop. 

At the other end of the scale, very 
low birth rates mean the supply of 
future workers will be more limited 
than in the past. The *unmistakeable 
trend", says the report, is a decline in 
the population aged under 30. 

What will the prospect of 

permanently slower 
workforce growth mean for 
the future? Government 
policy, including the 
improved childcare 
support announced by 
Jeremy Hunt a few 
months ago, will help 
%» but not prevent this 
from happening. 
“Tn future, with 
a larger and older 
population and 
weaker 
\ employment 
A growth, we're 
going to 
have to get a 
lot better at 
raising 
f participation 
among those 


outside the labour market and in 
boosting productivity," says Tony 
Wilson, director of the IES. 

These changes will mean an 
increase in the number of older 
people relative to those of working 
age. Thirty years ago, there were four 
people aged 20-64 for every one of 65 
or over. By 2060 there will only be 
two. Even allowing for some blurring 
around the edges as people retire and 
work later, this shift is guaranteed. 

How will business respond?. 
Productivity, a regular concern of 
mine, looks to be going from bad to 
worse. New official figures show that 
output per hour worked has fallen by 
0.6 per cent over the past year, its 
worst performance since 2013. Output 
per worker has fallen by 0.9 per cent 
over the same period, its worst since 
2009. Neither measure has shown 
growth since before the pandemic. 

A lot of people think that 
productivity must be dragged down 
by the public sector. Sometimes that 
is true, but not recently. Public service 
productivity in the first quarter was 
up by 0.9 per cent on a year earlier. 
After falling in 2020, it rose by 73 per 
cent in 2021 and 17 per cent last year. 

For the private sector, the key 
question is whether worker scarcity 
prompts a rise in business investment. 
It rose by 3.3 per cent in the first 
quarter, as firms took advantage of the 
so-called “super-deduction” against 
corporation tax and is now above pre- 
pandemic levels. This may, however, 
have been a flash in the pan, and the 
UK needs to break out of a situation 
in which business investment averages 
10 per cent of gross domestic product, 
compared with a 14 per cent average 
for competitors. 

There is plenty of scope for such 
investment, most notably in artificial 
intelligence, which could replace 
some of the tasks carried out by 
scarce labour and, indeed, is already 
doing so. At one time AI was feared 
because of worries that it would 
create mass unemployment. Now it 
could provide an opportunity for 
businesses to cope in an era where 
workers are less plentiful, and to 
boost productivity. It 
could be a win-win. 

The question, as 
always, is whether it 
will be. 


David Smith is Economics Editor of 
The Sunday Times 
david.smith @sunday-times.co.uk 
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don't do dinner parties 


Katie Prescott 


Imperial academics put 
flagging tech industries 
under the microscope 


ook at the history of 

Taiwan's semiconductor 

industry and you'll find its 

success is no accident. The 

Taiwan Semiconductor 
Manufacturing Company, which 
does what it says on the tin, was 
planned, commissioned even, by its 
own government. 

If you turn to an equivalent in the 
UK, the semiconductor group Arm, 
architect of some of the world's most 
important chips, it had a far more 
chaotic trajectory. Starting with 12 
individuals working from a village 
barn whose first meeting was in the 
local pub, it seemed to become a 
tech behemoth partly by luck and 
happenstance. Examine its history 
more closely, however, as James 
Ashton has done in The Everything 
Blueprint, serialised in The Times, 
and there are signs it was spurred on 
by a strategy: to bring computers 


“While the UK has key 
priorities in tech, look 
around the world and 
industrial policy is back 
with a vengeance’ 


into every UK family home through 
the BBC Micro, manufactured by 
Acorn Computers in Cambridge. 
Arm was a spin-out of Acorn. 

With an election looming there 
are growing calls from across the 
technology sector for more of an 
industry game plan, more BBC 
Micro-esque projects. We dumped 
the industrial strategy in 2021, now 
we want it back. The latest rallying 
cry came last week from that centre 
of engineering excellence, Imperial 
College, looking at three sectors in 
which the UK had traditionally 
excelled. It said starkly: “The UK is 
faced with a dramatic slowdown in 
its rate of economic growth, which 
is largely due to the declining rate of 
innovation and competitiveness of 
key sectors of the economy". 

On a hot July morning academics 
from the business school and 
engineering faculty gathered to 
launch initial reports about the state 
of telecommunications, biopharma 
and medical technology. They said 
that their analysis would help inform 
any future industrial strategy, and 
that "turbocharging tech would 
increase global competitiveness in a 


painful economic climate". Drifting 
in through the large windows 
looking out over the grand museums 
of Exhibition Road were the strained 
sounds of placard-bearing teachers 
protesting over pay, as one by one 
experts told the small audience what 
was hampering their industries. The 
reasons are, of course, complex and 
nuanced, but there were some 
common threads. 

One was the decline of the UK's 
manufacturing sector. In 
biopharma, volumes are down 29 
per cent since 2009, with the loss of 
7,000 jobs because of falling sales 
margins and the cost of getting the 
right regulatory certificates for 
older plants. This is reflected in the 
trade balance, which has dropped 
noticeably: the UK's ranking has 
fallen from fourth in 2010 to 98th in 
2020. Another concern for the tech 
businesses interviewed was how 
changing regulations after Brexit 
created red tape. In medtech, for 
example, devices that were certified 
under EU rules now have to be 
rechecked under the UK Conformity 
Assessed mark. Overall, the 
academics said, the sectors offered 
amazing economic opportunities, 
with the right nurturing or "targeted 
policy interventions". 

While the UK has earmarked key 
growth sectors and priorities in tech, 
look around the world and industrial 
policy is back with a vengeance. The 
chips acts in America and Europe, 
the US Inflation Reduction Act and 
the EU's Net Zero Industry Act, are 
examples, offering mega subsidies 
and tax breaks. Just this week China 
announced the introduction of 
restrictions of exports on some 
critical metals used in the 
manufacture of, among other things, 
semiconductors. The UK's own 
semiconductor strategy was a bit of 
a damp squib, more a set of 
aspirations with no significant 
funding. TechUK, the trade body, 
recently bemoaned the lack of a 
long-term plan for the industry, 
warning there is a “risk of the UK 
falling behind" in this global race. 

Imperial, a world-leading 
university with a rich engineering 
history, is forever name-checked as 
one of the UK's centres of 
technological excellence. We should 
all sit up and listen. 


Katie Prescott is Technology Business 
Editor of The Times 
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A reboot for net zero 


In the latest of our interviews in association with SSE, discover WWF's visionary journey to pave the 
way for a greener, more sustainable world by encouraging broader cooperation, even between rivals 


tis four years since the UK 

embarked on its journey to 

achieve net zero carbon 

emissions by 2050, and while 
we have identified many of the key 
targets, progress in actually tackling 
them needs to speed up - sharpish. 
That is the message conveyed by 
the environmental campaigning 
group World Wide Fund for Nature 
(WWE), whose chief executive, 
Tanya Steele, warns: “We are living 
ina warming world, and net zero 
has been a powerful commitment 
from the UK. But alarm bells are 
sounding in terms of the policies 
and actions that are backing up that 
commitment. We made some early 
wins on renewables, but even that 
job is nowhere near done yet." 

Since the UK's bold initial move, 
many other major nations have 
followed suit and 90 per cent of the 
world's GDP is now committed to 
Zero carbon targets. But Steele says 
that we risk going from leader to 
laggard on climate change - and 
missing out on the associated green 
business revolution - unless we can 
bring the UK's efforts back to the 
level of those early days. “I look to 
the government not just to make 
commitments, but to act on them 
and put credible plans in place that 
demonstrate the steps it is going to 
take, and give the private sector 
some assurance around its own 
net zero investments." 

So the rollout of renewable energy 
infrastructure needs to accelerate. 
SSE is one of the leaders, investing 
arecord £2.8 billion in the past year. 
But leadership is also required to 
take net zero beyond the so-called 
"easy wins" of low-carbon energy 


and electric cars. We must delve 
into fertile new ground, such 
as the food we eat and how it is 
farmed, processed and cooked. 
Diet may not be the first thing 
that springs to mind when it 
comes to cutting out carbon 
emissions, but Steele says its 
role in climate change needs 
to be better understood. For 
example, simply preparing a 
single portion of the nation's 
favourite meal - chicken tikka 
masala - produces the equivalent of 
some 2kg of CO,, the same as boiling 
a kettle for a cup of tea 89 times over, 
according to a WWF report. "The 
amount of carbon that is locked up in 
the soil beneath our feet is huge; it is 
so important. But intensive farming 
disrupts the soil, so some of that 
carbon ends up in the atmosphere." 
Agriculture also contributes 
inadvertently to deforestation in 
regions such as South America, 
she points out, because land is 
cleared for the intensive cultivation 
of soya beans, which are then 
shipped all over the world to feed 
farm animals. “However, if that land 
were stewarded properly, yields 
could be tripled, and there would be 
no need for further deforestation." 
Innovations such as low and 
no-till farming can minimise 
this disruption to the soil, while 
introducing herbal leys (a mix of 
grasses, herbs and legumes) into 
farmers' existing crop rotation 
cycles can lock up even more carbon 
in the soil, enhance biodiversity and 
improve soil health at the same time. 
While many customer-facing 
businesses have committed to 
their own net zero targets and are 


Pastures new: WWF CEO 
Tanya Steele says we need 
to look at fresh ways to 
tackle intensive farming 


reporting publicly on progress, 
weaning the entire farming sector 
off current subsidy models that 
prioritise yield over sustainability 
will take collaboration and 
concerted action. WWF has 
been working to promote just 
that, using its status as an 
independent NGO to bring 
arch rivals together in the 
name of saving the planet. 
“We have convened six major 
UK supermarkets - Tesco, Lidl, 
Sainsbury's, Marks & Spencer, 
Waitrose and the Co-op - which 
have signed up to work with 
WWF on our ambition to halve 
the environmental impact of UK 
shopping baskets by the end of 
the decade,” says Steele. 
Itis a model for joint action 
that she believes could be applied 
across other sectors, too. "They 
are competitors, so they have to do 
this in a very careful way - there 
is some oversight from a competition 
lawyer. But there are some great 
opportunities for collaboration, 
and we need more of these kinds 
of cross-sectoral initiatives." 
Ultimately, she adds, we need 
to move to a world where carbon 
emissions and the environmental 
impact of businesses are fully priced 
in the financial system, rather than 
being parked on one side and called 
"externalities", as they have been 
in the past. "If you are a bank or an 
insurance company, do you really 
want to carry all that risk? This 
is something the financial sector 
is looking long and hard at." 
So in the future, environmentally 
responsible businesses might find 
that their insurance premiums are 


The amount of 
carbon that is 
locked up in the 
soil beneath our 
feet is huge; it 
is so important 


lower or their bank loans are more 
affordable due to being perceived 
as lower risk. 

Because while the threats 
posed by climate change are real, 
tackling them should be a positive 
for society. It does not, as some 
naysayers would have it, mean 
living in a world where centuries 
of economic progress have gone 
into reverse. “There is always 
this fear that we are going to lose 
lots of jobs,” Steele says, “but the 
balance is that this is more about 
creating jobs, and better-paid ones, 
too. We just have to pick up the 
pace and turn it into a really big 
opportunity for growth in the 
industries of the future.” 


RIGHT ACTIONS, RIGHT NOW 


SSE recently laid out plans to 
invest up to £40 billion across the 
next decade in low-carbon energy 
infrastructure. In the past year 
alone, the group has invested a 
record £2.8 billion - more than 

it made in profits — to reach key 
milestones on the road to a net 
zero future. These include: 


- First power at Seagreen, the 
world's deepest tethered 
offshore wind farm 


* Continuing to build Dogger Bank, 
which will be the world's largest 
offshore wind farm 


+ Laying the majority of a 
260km subsea cable that will 
connect Shetland, the UK's 
windiest region, to the country's 
electricity grid for the first time 


* Commissioning Keadby 2, one 
of the world's most efficient 
gas power plants 


e Beginning exploratory work 
on the pumped hydro storage 
scheme Coire Glas, which is 
set to double the UK's existing 
electricity storage capacity 


Find out more at sse.com 
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Actuaries at 
war over race 
and bullying 
allegations 


Alex Ralph 
Chief Business Correspondent 


The body regulating actuaries is 
embroiled in a governance and 
racism crisis following attempts by 
its former president to rejoin its 
governing council despite an 
independent investigation having 
foundthat he bullied its chief exec- 
utive. 

An investigation commissioned 
by the Institute and Faculty of 
Actuaries, a royal charter body 
that represents and regulates more 
than 30,000 members, upheld a 
formal grievance last year that Tan 
Suee Chieh, its former president, 
had bullied Stephen Mann, its 
chief executive, The Times has 
learnt. A series of reforms were 
recommended, including a gov- 
ernance review. 

However, there is outrage and 
disgust that the institutes nomina- 
tions committee recently deemed 
Tan, an industry veteran and 
former boss of Prudentialin Singa- 
pore, fit and proper to stand for re- 
election to its council, despite the 
findings of the investigation. 

The nominations committee 
members include Kalpana Shah, 
the institutes president-elect 
and a non-executive of Just 
Group, the FTSE 250 finan- 
cial services group. 

The unrest is said to have 
created paralysis at the insti- 
tute and has led to the insti- 
tutes annual meeting being 
delayed from June until Sep- 
tember and the ap- 
pointment of an ex- 
ternal PR firm. 

Mann, a senior 
industry figure and 
former director of 
the Aviva Life 
business, was 
among those to 
have raised 
concerns at the 
nominations 


committees  deci- 


sion. He declined to comment. 

Contacted about the dispute, 
Tan said the allegations are “total- 
ly unfounded" and claimed they 
stemmed from “inbuilt cultural 
and racial biases in the IFoA which 
go to the heart of the problems of 
the organisation”. He said he had 
therefore “taken the difficult deci- 
sion to withdraw my candidacy”. 

There were concerns that Tan’s 
election would force resignations 
and that the institute would have 
been seen to condone bullying. 

The institute is a professional 
body for the education, develop- 
ment and regulation of actuaries 
based in the UK and international- 
ly. It was formed through the 
merger of the Institute of Actua- 
ries in England and the Faculty of 
Actuaries in Scotland in 2010. Its 
role includes setting disciplinary 
standards for its members, admin- 
istering professional standards and 
ensuring the public has confidence 
in the work of actuaries. 

Mann raised a formal grievance 
in the spring of last year against the 
institute, alleging numerous 
counts of bullying and inappropri- 
ate behaviour by Tan, who was the 
institute's first Asian president and 
was on the presidential team 
between June 2019 and June 
last year. The behaviour alle- 
gedly included intimidatory 
behaviour and threats to 
jobs. 

The institute appointed 
Stephen Sidebottom, the 
chairman of the Insti- 
tute of Risk Man- 
agement, to con- 
duct an inde- 
pendent 
investigation, 
which upheld the 
grievance in 
August and made a 
series of recommen- 
dations. Governance 
reforms were agreed 
last month. 

The institute wrote 


= 


a letter of apology to Mann and 
agreed to his requests for protec- 
tions to stop it happening again. 

In May, Tan submitted his nomi- 
nation for the institute’s council 
election. The institute’s nomina- 
tions committee deemed him fit 
and proper to stand after its deci- 
sion that month was challenged 
and retaken in June. 

Three members of the nomina- 
tions committee excused them- 
selves from the decision, with two 
of them having given evidence to 
Sidebottoms investigation. 

There were concerns that Tan's 
return could lead to a watering 
down of the reforms if members 
voted for his election. 

Tan said he supported the gov- 
ernance reforms but rejected the 
findings of the Sidebottom report, 
which he said was conducted in 
“secrecy and without the right for 
me to reply”. 

“No grievances have ever been 
put to me directly, the report did 


Tesla to sell electricity in Britain 


Callum Jones 
US Business Correspondent 


Tesla is preparing to shake up the 
British energy market by launch- 
ing a retail provider and selling 
electricity to households. 

Elon Musk’s electric carmaker, 
which also has an energy business, 
is seeking an executive to lead its 
drive into the UK. 

The head of operations for Tesla 
Electric will take charge of trying 
to obtain a supply licence and pre- 
pare the business for a “commer- 
cial launch of a retail electricity 
product in the UK”, according to a 
job advert. 

Teslas energy generation and 
storage business includes both 
solar panels and stationary batter- 


ies. The group initially launched its 
Tesla Electric retail energy busi- 
ness on an invitation-only basis 
late last year in some markets in 
Texas, home to its headquarters. 

Tesla Electric, available to own- 
ers of its Powerwall home batter- 
ies, has been pitched as a buffer 
against peak prices. It sells electri- 
city to customers and sells back 
their excess electricity to the grid 
when prices are high. 

The advert for an executive to 
lead the unit’s British arm, first re- 
ported by The Daily Telegraph, 
made clear that the successful 
candidate would have “operational 
responsibility for our retail electri- 
city activities in the UK”. 

“This includes responsibility for 
managing our market entry, and 


building out the team, systems and 
processes needed to start opera- 
tions,” according to the job des- 
cription. 

Shares in Tesla were broadly flat 
in New York yesterday, up 18 cents, 
or 0.1 per cent, at $269.79. 

Separately, it was reported that 
plans for a glass-walled building 
near Tesla’s gigafactory in Austin, 
Texas, had been described inside 
the company as a house for Musk, 
its chief executive. Tesla board 
members investigated whether 
company resources had been mis- 
used and if Musk, himself, had a 
role, according to The Wall Street 
Journal, which cited sources with 
knowledge of the situation. 

Tesla did not respond to an invi- 
tation for comment. 


not name me, so the accusations 
are baseless and without any 
grounding. I co-operated willingly 
with Mr Sidebottom because I was 
led to believe the purpose ofthe re- 
port was to improve the govern- 
ance of the IFoA.” 

Tan claimed “difference in cul- 
tures and ways of working has led 
to these allegations” and that he 
would have to “wait for the right 
time to address the entrenched 
issues of executive and manage- 
ment capture that reinforce the 
cultural bias in the IFoA". 

A spokeswoman for the institute 
said it "treats allegations of any be- 
haviour inconsistent with its 
values, including allegations of 
bullying, very seriously". 

"In August 2022, following an in- 
dependent investigation, a griev- 
ance made by an employee to the 
IFoA in relation to the behaviour 
of a senior IFoA volunteer was up- 
held. The management board of 
the IFoA accepted in full the find- 


BUSINESS BRIEFING 


With profit warnings 
flashing more frequently, 
inflation stubbornly high 

and commodity prices 
and markets see-sawing, 
having the latest 
information to hand 
has never been more 
important. Get the latest 
news and market reaction 
by 8am, and analysis at 
12.30pm, direct by email 
from the Business Editor, 
Richard Fletcher, and the 
Business News Editor, 
Martin Strydom. 
Sign up at 
home.thetimes.co.uk/myNews 


Tan Suee Chieh, 
former president 
of the Institute and 
Faculty of 
Actuaries, denied 
bullying Stephen 
Mann, below left. 
Below, the body’s 
offices in Holborn, 
central London 


ings of the investigation and issued 
an apology to the employee con- 
cerned. The work of implementing 
the recommendations made to the 
IFoA by the investigator is nearing 
completion. Most significantly, 
following a further independent 
review, in June 2023 council ap- 
proved significant changes to the 
IFoA’s governance, which it has 
begun to implement.” 
Thespokeswoman said the insti- 
tute was “satisfied that appropri- 
ately robust and fair processes 
were followed in relation to its 
council elections, including the 
process followed by its nomina- 
tions committee”, but added that 
“the limitations in its rules and 
procedures which have been high- 
lighted by this case will be ad- 
dressed as part of the forthcoming 
governance changes”. 
She said the institute 
"strongly refutes any allega- 
tions that the grievance in- 
vestigation did not follow 
fair and appropriate pro- 
cess. "The IFoA also 
strongly refutes any sug- 
gestion that the griev- 
ance or investigation 
were in any way driven by 
cultural or racial differen- 


Shah, the president-elect, 
referred a request for comment 
to the institute. 
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Business 


High borrowing 
costs threaten to 
kill ‘zombie firms’ 


Helen Cahill 


Tens of thousands of so-called “zom- 
bie” companies will fall prey to rising 
interest rates and inflation in the com- 
ing months, according to the boss of 
Begbies Traynor. 

Ric Traynor, executive chairman of 
the insolvency specialist, predicted that 
highly indebted companies that have 
only managed to cling on thanks to 
cheap borrowing costs will fail over the 
next 18 months. 

“We used to have cheap money and a 
benign environment, but the world has 
changed pretty dramatically over the 
course of the past six months,” he said. 

“We are talking in many instances 
about relatively small companies, so 
there will be a big volume but the 
knock-on impact on employment isn't 
as marked. But certainly the volumes 
are into the tens of thousands. And 
what normally happens is those that 
are not strong enough to survive go to 
the wall and those businesses which are 
more efficient pick up that slack. 

"Ultimately that is better for the eco- 
nomy than having businesses that plod 
along and can’t afford to invest and 
grow." 

Begbies Traynor, based in Manches- 
ter, tends to perform strongly in eco- 
nomic downturns. It reported an 11 per 
cent increase in revenue to £121.8 mil- 
lion for the year ended April 30. Reve- 
nues from insolvency appointments in- 
creased to £71 million as the group ben- 
efited from a “significant increase" in 
higher-value cases. Adjusted profit 
before tax rose by 16 per cent from 
£178 million to £207 million. 


Company insolvencies have jumped 
to the highest levels since monthly 
records began as businesses reckon 
with rising interest rates and inflation. 
Data from the Insolvency Service 
showed that the number of companies 
declared insolventin May rose by 40 per 
cent on the year to 2,552. Construction 
and retail were the hardest-hit sectors. 

Begbies rewarded shareholders with 
an increase to its dividend for the sixth 
year in a row, raising the total for the 
year by 9 per cent from 3.5p to 3.8p. 

Traynor said the company had dou- 
bledits revenues overthe past five years 
on the back of acquisitions. The group 
has purchased the property finance 
specialist Mantra Capital and char- 
tered surveyors Budworth Hardcastle, 
Mark Jenkinson & Son and Banks, 
Long & Co. Traynor said the groups 
balance sheet and cashflow would be 
able to support continued growth 
through further investments in the 
company and through acquisitions. 

He added: “We have a proven growth 
strategy which, over the five-year 
period between 2019 and 2023, has 
doubled revenue and tripled adjusted 
profit before tax, from a combination of 
organic growth and acquisitions. This 
growth has been delivered across insol- 
vency and our full range of advisory 
and transactional services." 
© H&T, Britain's largest pawnbroker, 
has also performed well in recent 
months, with gross lending up 22 per 
centto £128 million in the six months to 
June 30. It said demand for traditional 
pledge lending, where customers 
deposit valuables as collateral for loans, 
was at record levels. 


SIM Group 
agrees £42m 
pensions deal 


Rudd return 
shows intent 
at Intuitive 


Dominic Walsh 


The pensions administrator STM 
Group has agreed to the key terms of a 
£416 million cash takeover by Edi 
Truell's Pension Superfund Capital at a 
big premium to Mondays closing price 
of 2//p. 

In a stock exchange announcement, 
STM said the offer had been pitched at 
70p a share. The shares responded by 
jumping 20p to 477p. However, the 
company said discussions were "at a 
very early stage” and there could be “no 
certainty that any offer will ultimately 
be made for the company”. 

STM Group confirmed to Pension 
Superfund Capital that if a firm offer 
were made it would *be minded to 
recommend it unanimously to its 
shareholders". Thesuitor hasuntil close 
of play on August 8 to act. 

STM made its namethrough acquisi- 
tions of Sipp books (self-invested per- 
sonal pensions), including a deal last 
year to buy Mercers assets for £3.3 mil- 
lion and a takeover of Carey Pensions’ 
assets in 2018. According to Sky News, 
Pension Superfund Capital is among a 
number of parties interested in making 
an offer for the company. 

Truell's fund aims to provide a com- 
plete solution to pension savers and re- 
cently had an injection of capital to pre- 
pare for several pension risk transfers. 


Ben Martin 


The City grandee who made his name 
by turning Williams into a giant indus- 
trial conglomerate in the 1980s is mak- 
ingareturntothe London stock market. 

Sir Nigel Rudd, 76, has been named as 
the next chairman of Intuitive Invest- 
ments Group, an Aim-listed trust that 
backs companies in the life sciences in- 
dustry. His appointment is subject to 
Intuitive completing its planned move 
from Aim to the specialist fund seg- 
ment of London’s main market,expect- 
ed to take place next month. 

Rudd, has chaired big listed and pri- 
vate companies but is not on the board 
ofa London-quoted business. He trans- 
formed a near-bankrupt foundry into 
the FTSE 100-listed group Williams, 
which was later demerged into Chubb 
and Kidde. 

He has chaired Heathrow airport, 
Meggitt, Signature Aviation, the former 
London-listed private jet services group 
that was also recently taken over, and 
Alliance Boots. 

Julian Baines, the outgoing chairman 
of Intuitive, said: *It is a testament to 
our ambition that we have been able to 
attract someone of Sir Nigels calibre 
and experience.” 

Intuitive is valued at about £4.3 mil- 
lion by investors. The shares closed ‘4p, 
or 10 per cent, higher at 5/2p. 


- t ey 


High and dry The cost of moving di sel from Rotterdam's oil trading hub to a key point on the Rhine in Germany has risen 
11 per cent to €46 (£39) a tonne, according to data compiled by Insights Global, as low water levels restrict barge volumes 
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Business Markets 


Tempus 


Buy, sell or hold: today’s best share tips 


Builder has the tools to bounce back 


REDROW 


Cash on balance 
sheet £107m 


Discount to net 
asset val 34% 


his column avoided 

Redrow, the housebuilder, 

back in February given the 

gloominess surrounding the 

property market. It was a 
good call, with the shares having lost 
a fifth of their value since then. 

Most of that damage has come in 
the past six weeks, reflecting the 
jump in interest rate forecasts and 
the effect on mortgage affordability. 

The expectation had been that, by 
now, the housebuilders would be 
through the worst of the downturn 
and that buyers’ confidence would be 
on its way back towards something 
like “normal”. It has not played out 
like that and so the obvious move 
would be to steer clear of Redrow for 
a while still. Yet the share price slide 
could, for those brave enough to look 
through the near-term uncertainty, 
present an opportunity. 

Redrow’s share price is now a third 
below its book value, according to 
analysis from Peel Hunt, implying 
the market thinks the land it holds 
and the houses it is building are not 
worth anywhere near what they 
once were. Even if that were true at 
this moment, it is hard to make the 
case that land and home values will 
be worth less in five years’ time. As 
Mark Twain said: “Buy land — 
they’re not making it any more.” 

Aside from Crest Nicholson, of the 
volume housebuilders Redrow 


DRAX 
Adjusted ebitda Subsidies 
(2022) £731m received £617m 


ick, tock. It’s now less than four 
| years until the subsidies that 
have sustained Drax's Yorkshire 
biomass plant run out, putting the 
fate of Britains biggest power station 
and the FTSE 250 energy group into 
focus (Emily Gosden writes). 

Drax received £617 million of 
subsidies for burning biomass last 
year, underpinning adjusted earnings 
of £731 million. 

Despite efforts to reduce costs, 
increases in the price of biomass may 
render the plant unviable when these 
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price presents an opportunity 


screens as the cheapest on the "share 
price to net asset value" metric, 
despite analysts' belief that it is 
among the least likely to have to 
write down the value of its assets. A 
big worry for investors is the chaos 
that went on in the property market 
in the global financial crisis 15 years 
ago. Developers, in desperate need of 
cash, were selling their houses at any 
price. But they do not need to repeat 
that during the downturn, with 


payments end in March 2027. Drax 
hoped to win government backing 
for its £2 billion project to convert 
the plant to bioenergy with carbon 
capture and storage (Beccs) by 2027, 
securing new subsidies just as the 
existing payments run out. 

But ministers have gone slow on 
that, prioritising carbon capture 
elsewhere and pushing Drax's 
potential Beccs start date back to 
2030. The government is discussing 
"bridging" arrangements to tide 
Drax over, but the Climate Change 
Committee — while supportive of 
Beccs — has said that unabated 
biomass plants "should not be given 
extended contracts to operate at high 
load factors beyond 2027". 
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balance sheets and debt levels much 
healthier than they were back then. 

As of the end of January Redrow 
still had £107 million of cash on its 
balance sheet, less than half what it 
had a year earlier but that was before 
it bought back £100 million of its 
shares. Management have already 
said that they are not buying new 
land, which should further help to 
preserve cash, and even during this 
downturn Redrow is still expected to 
turn a profit in the coming year. 

The consensus in the City is that 
Redrow will generate an underlying 
pre-tax profit of £367 million for the 
year just gone, which ran until the 
end of June. Profits will fall to about 
£208 million in its 2023-24 year. The 


Ed Miliband, the shadow climate 
secretary, has indicated that Labour 
would review subsidies for biomass 
amid continued controversy, and an 
Ofgem investigation, into Drax’s 
sustainability credentials. 

The delay to Drax’s Beccs project 
at least has a silver lining for 
investors: it's using £50 million of 
cancelled capital spending to help 
fund a £150 million share buyback 
programme this year. 

And the Yorkshire plant, while the 
core of Drax’s business, is not its only 
asset or opportunity. In Britain it 
operates the Cruachan pumped 
hydro plant and is hoping to expand 
it, although this, too, is subject to 
government backing. 


fall will reflect a drop in output to 
match the lower levels of demand, 
with prices, so far at least, holding up 
much better than some had feared. 
That was evidenced in the latest data 
from Halifax, the mortgage lender, 
which last week said that new-build 
house prices remained 1.9 per cent 
above where they were this time last 
year. By contrast, values of older 
homes fell by 3.5 per cent on average. 

Distress among big developers and 
homeowners is yet to show, which is 
probably part of the reason why 
prices are firmer than predicted. 
Unlike during the 2008 crisis, banks 
are still providing loans, they are just 
more expensive to service. That 
should matter less for Redrow, which 
builds bigger houses and sells them 
to second or third movers, or people 
looking to downsize. Its buyers tend 
to require smaller mortgages, if they 
need them at all. Last year 33 per 
cent of its sales were to cash buyers. 
If all else fails Redrow has its 
superior product offering to fall back 
on. Ask the bosses of any of its rivals 
which developer builds the best 
homes and most will have Redrow at 
the top or somewhere close. 

Backing Redrow, or any of the 
housebuilders, is a risky strategy in 
the present environment. In the 
near-term should inflation, and so 
interest rates, come down quicker 
than feared, Aynsley Lammin, an 
analyst at Investec, would expect to 
see a near-term "significant 
re-rating”. The shares' sharp discount 
to book value underpins the longer- 
term investment case. 


Bigger opportunities lie across the 
pond where incentives under the 
Inflation Reduction Act are making 
the development of Beccs plants 
more attractive. Drax is working on a 
pipeline of projects in America and 
has inspired the City with ambitious 
plans to invest as much as $4 billion 
developing two of them this decade. 

However, with the future of its big 
asset back at home still in doubt, it 
could be a rocky few years ahead. 


Hold 
Uncertainty over future 


of biggest asset 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Heathrow numbers fly 


Heathrow passenger numbers are 
close to returning to levels last 
seen before the pandemic. The 
airport latest figures show that 
seven million passengers used its 
terminals last month, just 3 per 
cent below the total in June 2019. 
Passenger numbers reached 6.7 
million in May. Heathrow said 
transatlantic travel was driving 
the pick-up, with US visitors 
travelling home at the end of last 
month for Fourth of July 
celebrations. Heathrow is 
predicting that its total number 
for this year will be between 

70 million and 78 million. 


Holmes’ jail term cut 


Elizabeth Holmes, the founder of 
the failed blood-testing company 
Theranos, has had her sentence 
for fraud reduced by two years. 
Holmes, 39, began her Il-year 
prison term in Texas in May but 
the Federal Bureau of Prisons 
said her projected release date 
was now December 29, 2032. 

She founded Theranos in 2003 
with a promise to revolutionise 
healthcare with technology that 
it said required a just few drops of 
blood to conduct dozens of 
medical tests. It closed in 2018. 


KPMG in Microsoft deal 


Microsoft and KPMG last night 
announced a multi-billion 
expansion of their relationship 
across areas including workforce 
modernisation, safe and secure 
development, and use of artificial 
intelligence solutions for clients, 
industries and society. The 
agreement includes a KPMG 
commitment in Microsoft cloud 
and Azure OpenAI services over 
the next five years that will 
unlock potential growth for 
KPMG of more than $12 billion, 
the two companies said. 


Restaurant revolt 


One of the activist investors 
targeting The Restaurant Group 
has called for the chairman to 
resign over what it claims are 
corporate governance failures. 
Irenic Capital Management 
claimed that Ken Hanna, 70, 
chairman of the Wagamama and 
Frankie & Benny’s operator, had 
displayed "partiality" against 
certain shareholders by refusing 
to appoint a non-executive 
director from the "activist 
community". Shares in TRG fell 
by 0.7 per cent, or ‘Ap, to 38p. 
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Markets Business 


Kingspan 
reigns over 
Americas 


ingspan's 

shares 

enjoyed 

their best 

single day 
rise in 14 years as it 
told investors that it 
expected to report 
record half-year 
profits. 

The Irish building 
materials maker told 
the City that trading 
profit for the first six 
months of the year 
would be in the region 
of €435 million, slightly 
ahead of the same 


Lib 


, goma ` 
N 


and 9 per cent up on 
previous guidance. 
In a trading update 
Kingspan said its 
performance within 
the Americas outpaced 
activity in Europe. 
“The demand for data 
applications remains 
strong with artificial 
intelligence projects an 
emerging feature. The 
residential sector 
worldwide is subdued 
in a higher interest- 
rate environment 
although the 
underlying need for 
housing appears strong 
in most markets,” the 
company said. 
However, it is 
“positioned 
favourably” as it enters 
the third quarter and 


KINGSPAN 


development agenda is 
“encouraging”. 

Kingspan was 
founded in Cavan, 
Ireland, in 1965 by 
Eugene Murtagh, 
whose son, Gene, now 
runs the business. It 
employs more than 
22,000 people in over 
80 countries, including 
Australia, above, and 
last year had revenues 
of €8.3 billion. 

In April the group 
said it would seek to 
cancel its London 
listing and move to a 
single listing in Dublin 
as share trading in the 
UK was negligible. 
Shareholders vote on 
the plans next week. 

Kingspan' shares 
closed 16 per cent 


British Land's good day at 


the office defies doubters 


Jessica Newman Market report 


ts understandable why investors 
have steered clear of commercial 
property stocks given how hard 
the sector has been hit from high 
inflation, rising interest rates 
and uncertainties around the full 
return to the office. But British Land’s 
first-quarter trading update seemed 
to alleviate some fears yesterday after 
Simon Carter, the groups boss, said it 
had “continued to see strong 
operational momentum" despite 
macroeconomic uncertainties. 

The FTSE 250 company, which was 
recently demoted from London's 
senior index, leased 552,000 sq ft of 
space across its portfolio in the first 
quarter, 11 per cent ahead of its 
estimated rental value, and has 
another 1.2 million sq ft of its 
portfolio under offer. British Land, 


Wall Street report 


Indices rose for a second day helped 
by gains in financial shares, as 
investors awaited today's key report 
on inflation and the start of the 
earnings season on Friday. The Dow 
Jones industrial average rose 317.02 
points, or 0.9 per cent, to 34,261.42. 


whose portfolio was valued at 
£]3billion at the end of March, also 
said it was progressing with its life 
Sciences strategy with planning being 
received at two additional sites, 
while retail parks continued to “the 
winning retail format". 

Despite the positive update analysts 
at Shore Capital are concerned that 
British Land’s exposure to City offices 
means it is likely to underperform in 
the event of a further markdown in 
valuations. Investors appeared to 


RETAIL 


Ashley switched on to Currys 


ike Ashley's 
Frasers Group 
has taken a 


further stake in 
Currys, prompting 
shares to spark in the 
electricals retailer. 
The retail group 
told the City yesterday 
that it had increased 
its stake from 10.4 per 
cent to 11.1 per cent as 
part of its "strategic 


t 


Currys’ electrical sales 
struck the right note 


chief executive of 
Currys, said last week 
there were a “number 
of avenues” that the 
two businesses were 
exploring. “It is a 
potentially interesting 
partnership,” he said. 
Frasers Group has 
been on an 
acquisition spree in 
recent weeks, 
snapping up bigger 


/ | 


investment” in the 
business. Shares in 
Currys increased by 
lp, or 2.8 per cent, 
to 51’4p on the news, 
while shares in 
Frasers were up 5p, or 
0.7 per cent, to 7004p. 
The Sports Direct 
and Lillywhites owner 
previously told 
investors that it was a 


during the pandemic 


“valuable opportunity” 
to expand its presence 
in the electricals 
sector and enhance 
the relationship 
between Currys and 
Frasers’ online 
discount retailer, 
Studio Retail. 

Alex Baldock, 52, 


stakes in the online 
fashion brands Asos 
and Boohoo. 

It recently became 
the second-largest 
shareholder in AO 
World, a rival to 
Currys, following its 
acquisition of a 
22.2 per cent interest 
in the Bolton-based 
business. 


pound. Shares in Rentokil Initial, the 
pest control-to-hygiene company, 
dipped 10p, or 1.7 per cent, to 590/p; 
ConvaTec, the medical devices firm, 
was off 3/4p, or 1.6 per cent, to 196%p; 
and AstraZeneca, the drugs group, 
shed 98p, or 1 per cent, to £100.82. 
Dowlais Group, the engineering 
firm spun out of Melrose Industries 
this year, was under heavy selling 
pressure after analysts at Citigroup 
issued a "sell" note. As a result the 
stock was one of the biggest casualties 


measures in China gave metal prices 
a boost, making mining stocks 
attractive. Fresnillo moved up 10p, or 
17 per cent, to 6134p; Rio Tinto 
added 785p, or 1.6 per cent, to £49.47; 
and Anglo American was marked up 
35p, or 1.6 per cent, to £22.29. 

RHI Magnesitas shares lit up 146p, 
Or 5.4 per cent, to £2828 after Ignite 
Luxembourg Holdings Sarl said its 
offer to buy 29.9 per cent of the 
refractory products maker's shares 
had received valid acceptances for 


period a year earlier its pipeline and higher at €66.30. disregard the broker's concerns, among the mid-cap constituents, about 19.5 per cent of the groups 
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Obituaries 


Captain John Kelly 


Influential naval aviator who distinguished himself in Borneo and had a profound impact on the outcome of the Falklands conflict 


Flying under the trajectory of British 
gunfire, Captain John Kelly watched 
the shells fall on Argentine positions 
around the capital of the Falkland 
Islands while his helicopter helped 
to keep the batteries supplied with 
ammunition. 

As second in command — or execu- 
tive officer — ofthe amphibious assault 
ship HMS Fearless, Kelly was in the air 
only as a last resort. He had not flown 
on operations for more than ten years, 
but the ships helicopter squadron was 
short of pilots and Kelly volunteered. 

Forthree days heflew with 846 Naval 
Air Squadron as co-pilot of a Sea King 
as the battle for Stanley reached its cli- 
max in June 1982. 

His role in the final days of the con- 
flict — two months after the Argentini- 
ans had invaded the British territory in 
the South Atlantic — was only one of 
several ways in which Kelly influenced 
the outcome of events in the Falklands. 

As a staff officer with the directorate 
of naval operational requirements at 
the Ministry of Defence in the mid- 
1970s, he helped to persuade the de- 
signers to change the specifications for 
the aircraft carrier HMS Invincible. In- 
stead of a flat deck, the ship was built 
with a ski jump, which improved the 
performance of its Harrier jump-jets: 
the more efficient take-off allowed 
them to carry more weapons and fly 
further. The Harrier would provide the 


He persuaded designers 
to give Invincible a ski 
jump for its Harrier jets 


air cover crucial to victory in the Falk- 
lands. 

In 1981, as executive officer of Fear- 
less, he helped to persuade John Nott, 
the defence secretary, to reverse a deci- 
sion to scrap the navy’s amphibious 
assault ships. Nott visited Fearless and 
was sufficiently impressed to change 
his mind. Without them, Britain would 
not have been able to retake the islands. 

After the invasion, Kelly received a 
signal in the early hours of April 3 or- 
dering the ship to prepare for war. He 
had been scheduled to take up another 
post, and had less than half a crew 
because most were on leave after duties 
in Norway and the Caribbean. How- 
ever, he calmly organised the provision 
of stores and ammunition — and the 
rebricking of one boiler — with Fear- 
less sailing in haste on April 6. The ship 
would become the command centre for 
the British landings. 

According to Rear-Admiral Jeremy 
Larken, the captain of Fearless at that 
time, Kelly helped to create a ship that 
“was both efficient and happy” and 
“notably successful in meeting the most 
unusual demands placed upon her”. 

He described Kelly, a committed 
Christian, as a “tough man”. He had a 
“well developed sense of emotional 
intelligence” and “a great way with 
people; a great way with sailors. He was 
hugely influential without anyone 
knowing he was there”. 

In an audio history recorded for the 
Imperial War Museum (IWM) in 2016, 
Kelly described the fierce air attacks on 
British ships in San Carlos Water — 
“the navy had been taking it on the chin 


Kelly co-piloted a Falklands Sea King. Top, being shaved on HMS Fearless while 
“crossing the line” south in 1982. He led Wessex helicopters in Borneo in the Sixties 


for five days and lost several ships" — 
as well as the tension as they waited for 
decisive moves on land. 

The descriptions of his helicopter 
sorties are vivid. He flew four hours of 
operations on June 10 after being re- 
called as a pilot; seven hours on the 
second day; and nine hours, one in 
darkness, on June 12 as the British 
assaults went in on the mountains 
around Stanley. 

"| can remember picking up ammu- 
nition forthe gun batteries, and moving 
it forward,” said Kelly. “We just threw 
out the rule book, putting as many 
shells, physically, as we could get in the 
net, never mind the weight, with the 
helicopter staggering off sideways, until 
it got transitional lift ... and then event- 
ually got going.” 

Kelly had started flying in 1960 after 
graduating from the naval college in 
Dartmouth and serving in a frigate and 
a minesweeper. He trained on jets but 
switched to helicopters. “It was the best 
decision I made,” he said, “because I 
joined the helicopter world at the 


beginning of the Sixties just as it was 
about to mushroom.” 

He completed his commando flying 
training in 1962 and worked with the 
SAS in the Brecon Beacons. He then 
served with 848 squadron in the com- 
mando carrier HMS Bulwark, which 
sailed for the Far East after its pilots had 
helped to tag elephants in Kenya. 

In the spring of 1965 he was posted to 
Borneo, part of the former British 
colony of Malaysia, where an armed 
insurgency, supported by Russia and 
China, was being directed from Jakarta. 
The three-year conflict is known as the 
“Indonesia Confrontation”. 

A young lieutenant, Kelly was one of 
25 mostly inexperienced pilots serving 
with 848 who embarked in the aircraft 
carrier HMS Albion off the Cornish 
coast. He later led a flight of four Wess- 
ex helicopters deep into the Borneo 
jungle, commanding the detachment 
from a forward base at Nanga Gaat. The 
crews were nicknamed the “Junglies”. 

One of his former pilots, Captain Iain 
Mackenzie, said: “He led by example 


| 


and quickly moulded an efficient team 
that operated in the most demanding 
and hazardous conditions — high tem- 
peratures, humidity and frequent fierce 
tropical storms. 

“His pilots had to fly hundreds of 
miles over dense jungle using the most 
elementary of maps without navigation 
aids, flying troops and supplies in and 
out of small, tight clearings hacked out 
of the jungle.” 

Years later, Kelly told the IWM: “It 
was the greatest adventure of my life, 
earning the Queen’s shilling, flying 
around Borneo, doing something I 
never imagined I would do. It was 
unique for me.” 

Kelly was appointed MBE for his 
"outstanding leadership" in Borneo, 
and was later awarded the OBE for his 
service in the Falklands. 

Among his many roles after return- 
ing from Borneo, Kelly commanded 
846 and 847 squadrons in Britain and 
Malaysia, and was dispatched to the 
Ganges Delta to undertake flood relief 
work. He was promoted in 1973 and 
took command of the frigate HMS 
Llandaff. 

On one occasion, his ship was 
moored in Mombasa when a Russian 
destroyer came into port with an admi- 
ral on board. As the senior British offi- 
cer, Kelly called on his Cold War adver- 
sary and talked to him through an in- 
terpreter. 

Kelly said: *He 
told me that, ‘In my 
navy, anybody can 
become an admiral, 
you only have to 
work hard and have 
ability. So I looked 
him in the eye and 
said the same was 
true in my navy. My 
grandfather was a 
coal miner, my 
father was a school 
master and I’m in 
command of one of 
Her Majesty’s ships i 
— his jaw dropped. He couldn't believe 
that the captain of a ship in a capitalist 
country could have had such a humble 
background.” 

After leaving the frigate, he took a fel- 
lowship in international studies at 
Cambridge before serving as a staff offi- 
cer in Whitehall. On return from the 
Falklands, he was promoted and posted 
to Supreme Headquarters Allied Pow- 
ers Europe in Belgium. He later held 
several influential positions at the Min- 
istry of Defence, including director of 
naval security. 

John Stuart Kelly was born in Shef- 


field in 1938, the son of John and Anne 
Kelly, who also had a daughter, Patricia. 
While both parents were teachers, his 
father was an accomplished footballer 
who had been presented to Hitler dur- 
ing a tour of Germany. He returned to 
Britain convinced there would be war. 

Indeed, John was fortunate to survive 
childhood because of the conflict his 
father predicted. A German incendiary 
bomb hit the family home in Sheffield 
and fell through Johns cot. His father 
smothered the device with sand. 

The family moved regularly, living in 
North Yorkshire, Leicestershire and 
Buckinghamshire. After passing his 11- 
plus, John attended the Royal Gram- 
mar School in High Wycombe, where 
he excelled at maths and physics, cap- 
tained the Ist XV and was head of 
house. 

He married Sue Watson, a dancer, in 
1966 after meeting her while on a flying 
course in North Yorkshire and follow- 
ing her career, driving to shows across 
Europe. After their marriage, she 
became a dance teacher. 

The couple had three children: Jer- 
emy and Oliver, who pursued careers in 
finance, and Sophie, who works in fash- 
ion. When his wife suffered a stroke in 
recent years, Kelly dedicated himselfto 
her recovery. She survives him along 
with their children. 

They created a home in the village of 
Martin, Hampshire, where Kelly was 
church treasurer and played a leading 
role in the local British Legion. He 
enjoyed watching sport and loved 
classical music. He had a passion for 
classic cars — he drove his daughter to 
her wedding in a 1962 Alvis TD21 — 
and maps. 

According to his son Jeremy, "He 
loved planning family holidays and 
plotting our best route on a map laid out 
on the kitchen table. Typically, when 
his high level of enthusiasm was not 
met by the rest of the family, he would 
defend his diligent planning with the 
wonderful phrase, "Time in reconnais- 
sance is seldom wasted’. Once the 
much-planned odyssey actually 
started, the family 
would then inevita- 
bly hear his other fa- 
vourite phrase, ‘A 
plan is a basis for 
change, as a last- 
minute variation was 
thrown in.” 

He also retained a 
passion for HMS 
Fearless. In 2007, he 
watched as the ship 
was towed out of 
Portsmouth Har- 
bour to the breakers’ 

—- yard. “It was a very 
emotional day,” he said. Fifteen years 
later, on the 40th anniversary of the 
Falklands conflict, he led the produc- 
tion of an anthology celebrating the 
ships contribution to the British victory. 

Recalling those events, Larken, his 
former captain, said: "As my key 'alter- 
ego’, John Kelly never failed to raise and 
discuss issues, not least when he reck- 
oned I had got it wrong, but I don't re- 
call us ever failing to reach agreement.” 


Captain John Kelly, OBE, naval officer, 
was born on April 16, 1938. He died of 
skin cancer on June 19, 2023, aged 85 
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Graham Knuttel 


Idiosyncratic Irish artist who depicted the colourful cast of the Celtic Tiger era and eschewed a career in Hollywood 


As an artist Graham Knuttel hated his 
"Celtic Tiger" label. However, his dis- 
taste for what he called the “money wal- 
lahs" did not hinder his receiving regular 
commissions from Ireland rich, among 
them the bankers he regularly vilified. 
The more he showed his public oppro- 
brium for the new Irish moneyed class, 
the more swiftly the private commis- 
sions seemed to come his way. 

A devotee of the novels of Flann 
O'Brien, he was fond of quoting the 
authors definition of banking as “the 
world's second oldest profession but not 
half as respectable as the oldest". Knut- 
tel described Ireland financial crisis in 
2008 as "the inevitable consequence of 
idiot bankers throwing money around 
like snuff at a wake". 

His large colourful canvasses often 
cruelly pilloried Ireland's new rich in 
unflattering, angular, sinister poses, 
sometimes depicting them as gangsters 
with their molls, lurking redundantly 
but always menacingly in the back- 
ground. He reserved his particular ire 
for politicians — he painted them as 
pantomime characters or Rabelaisian 
versions of Mr Punch. 

American, not Irish patronage, would 
earn him an international reputation as 
“portraitist to the stars”, another label he 
despised. He spent a brief period in 
Hollywood in the 1990s but quickly tired 
of it. Sylvester Stallone’s invitation and 
his being a cousin of Cary Grant meant 
he enjoyed an access-all-areas pass to 
the social life of Los Angeles. Yet Knuttel 
soon became disillusioned with the fick- 
le denizens of the film studios. He found 
many of his clients “pushy”, and others 
the good-looking Dubliner dismissed as 
“overly demanding, not least in the area 
of the bedchamber”. 

Rejecting the financial temptations of 
LA, he returned to Ireland and set up his 
studio in a large Georgian house in cen- 
tral Dublin, painstakingly rescued from 
aruinous state. Its proximity to the city’s 
seedy nightlife delighted him. From 
there he made frequent excursions to 
nearby raffish drinking clubs, often 
bringing home the remnants of hard- 
core drinkers in the early hours. How- 
ever, by 6.30am, the house was cleared 
of revellers and Knuttel would go to his 
studio to paint, remaining undisturbed, 
as he told anyone who sought to 
interrupt him, “until the Angelus bell 
sounds at 6pm”. 
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Knuttel with his tapestry St Thérèse de Lisieux. Frightening experiences with his grandmother inspired some of his works 


His portfolio of portraits of the fa- 
mous, including Frank Sinatra, Robert 
De Niro, Sylvester Stallone and Peter 
O'"Toole, combined with the accessibili- 
ty of his work to a non-academic audi- 
ence, attracted a certain amount of 
snobbery and condemnation from the 
more conservative art establishment. 
He cared nothing for their opinions. 

Graham Knuttel was born in Dublin 
in 1954, the third of three children of 
Frederick Knuttel and his wife Marga- 
ret (née) Westley. They arrived in Ire- 
land from Bedford in 1947. His father 
came from a German Jewish family 
who had settled in England after the 
Great War. Frederick was a lifelong 
atheist with an absolute antipathy to- 
wards clergymen and nuns; Graham's 
mother was a Unitarian from North- 
ampton who enjoyed singing in the 
local church choir, much to her hus- 
band's annoyance. Frederick had a dis- 
tinguished career with the RAF, which 
did not endear him to the postwar 
mood of Eamon de Valera’s Catholic 
rural Eden and staunchly republican 


Ireland. Graham was educated at one 
of Dublins most prestigious private 
schools, Sandford Park. Apart from an 
interest in art lessons and the guidance 
of a sympathetic English master, his 
timeatthe school could best be charac- 
terised as near-permanent truancy. 
After graduating from the Dün Lao- 
ghaire College of Art, he briefly became 
a butler to an Anglo-Irish family in Co 
Wicklow. His efforts were so disastrous 
that he refused to visit Co Wicklow for 
years after his dismissal. He then turned 
to sculpture, and his metal and papier- 
mâché heads and mobiles began attract- 
ing art collectors' attention in Dublin. 
Women were central to Knuttel' life 
but not, he claimed, to his art. “I find my- 
self happily and frequently at the mercy 
of beautiful women;" he once told a 
friend, “but I don’t particularly want to 
live with them.” Yet his work is filled with 
female figures; lusty Botticelli types, 
greedy Celtic Tiger handbag-wielding 
harridans with voluminous hair. “Lips so 
apt for deeds of passion, hair to stifle a 
mans breath" was the line he borrowed 


from WH Auden to describe these 
omnipresent Medusas. 

Terrifying experiences with his 
grandmother later inspired some of his 
works. She regularly locked him in his 
father’s cavernous wardrobe when he 
was four. “She cackled like an old witch 
and clawed at the back of my neck with 
her long fingernails,” he recalled. He de- 
picted her as a malevolent Judy in a dark 
portrait, which, to his delight, hung for 
many years outside the gentlemen’ lav- 
atory ina fashionable Dublin restaurant. 

At 26, he had a daughter, Kate, with 
the sculptor Anna Mcleod. A ten-year 
relationship with Rachel Strong fol- 
lowed. She, herself a talented painter, 
featured in many ofhis gentler but dark- 
er portraits of the 1980s; the paintings 
caught the sense of isolation she felt 
through her addiction to heroin. Knuttel 
stood by her through her imprisonment 
for drug-related offences. He loved her 
until she died in 2003. By then, she was 
clean of the drug, but her addiction 
ruined her body, health and beauty. 

His next relationship surprised many 


of his friends. Gayle Killilea was the 
granddaughter of a founding member 
of De Valeras Fianna Fail Party. 
Blonde, vivacious, and a gossip colum- 
nist for an Irish Sunday newspaper, she 
was the antithesis of his earlier girl- 
friends. She and Knuttel were regulars 
in the cocktail bar of the Shelbourne 
Hotel, a hangout for the Celtic Tiger set. 
It was described by a local wag "as a 
place where women with a past met 
men with no future". Their three-year 
relationship ended amicably. 

Like many artists, Knuttel had an 
uneasy relationship with alcohol. After 
a drinking bout with John Hurt and 
Lord Snowdon, he declared Snowdon a 
hero because he "poured claret by the 
pint" at eleven o'clock in the morning. 
Challenged to drink two Tremblement 
de Terre and stay upright, he drank six. 
Thelethal fin-de-siécle French concoc- 
tion was favoured by the artist Tou- 
louse-Lautrec. The traditional recipe is 
equal parts gin, cognac and absinthe. 
Toulouse-Lautrec insisted on adding a 
glass of claret to the mix. When asked 
how he felt after quaffing it in such 
quantity, Knuttel responded, "I don't 
know what it did for Lautrec, but the 
ground hasn't quaked for me yet." 

He fiercely protected his work, and 
when imitators began selling copies of 
his prints, he turned successfully to the 
courts, though he shied away from the 
publicity this brought. “I’m a very pri- 
vate man. I wouldn't say I like opening 
my kimono in public. I may appear a ter- 
rible cynic and a bit of a bastard, but it's 
just a pose to disguise crippling shyness." 

A man with a nuanced cast of mind, 
Knuttel was well-read, especially in the 
German literary masters from whom 
he received great comfort in his later, 
less hectic years. His health began to 
fail last year, and he received a kidney 
transplant from his wife, Ruth Mathers, 
whom he had married in 2012. Ruth 
survives him together with his daugh- 
ter Kate. Knuttel also received a liver 
transplant. He described his situation 
inamessageto a friend as "surviving on 
vast quantities of steroids, bloated like 
Elvis, peeing like a donkey, and, like 
Mandy Rice-Davies, l'm on a slow 
decline towards respectability”. 


Graham Knuttel, artist, was born on 
March 10, 1954. He died after a long 
period of illness on May 27, 2023, aged 69 


Bob Fernley 


Formula One executive who spent a decade running the Force India team and became a prominent character in the sport 


When the controversial Indian billion- 
aire Vijay Mallya sent a text to say he 
had bought a Formula One team, Bob 
Fernleys answer was succinct. 
"Couldn't be more pleased for you.” 
What Fernley did not know was that 
Mallya expected him to run the team. 

Known as Spyker, the team was the 
worst in Formula One: it had no points, 
no money and no hope but Fernley 
threw himself into the job, renaming 
the team Force India and immediately 
firing all the team's most senior execu- 
tives to find himself sitting on a floor of 
empty offices. Each day was a battle 
between stringent finances and the 
competition with Formula Ones rich- 
est teams, which swept up most of the 
sports prize money, leaving the lesser 
squads fighting over scraps. 

Fernley learnt how tight things were 
financially when he arrived at the 2010 
Belgian Grand Prix to find the team’s ga- 
rages locked by bailiffs demanding pay- 
ment of a £90,000 bill from a German 
supplier. In the middle of the Ardennes 
Forest at the Spa-Francorchamps track, 
with only hours until the racing com- 


menced, Fernley turned to Bernie Ec- 
clestone, renowned as Formula Ones 
ringmaster and chief executive, for help. 
Ecclestone called in the grand prix orga- 
nisers, who went around each turnstile 
collecting the ticket money. They 
brought it back and Ecclestone 
and Fernley counted out the 
cash and handed it over to 7 
the bailiffs, who duly T 
unlocked the garage. 


In due course, ELA 
MX 


Fernley guided 
Force India to its By 
first pole position 
within two years of ipii, 
taking over in 2008, 
and by 2016,theteam 
was the "best of the = 
rest”, in fourth position ‘ = 
in the league table of con- ^, © 
structors behind outfits with 
budgets as much as three times great- 
er and ahead of legendary racing 
names such as McLaren and Williams. 
By then, Fernley was not only a team 
leader but a vigorous campaigner 
against what he saw as the iniquitous 


distribution of the sports income. In 
spite of the sometimes very public 
spats, Fernley remained respected and 
much liked throughout the paddock. 
Robert George Fernley thought of 
himself as an underdog, naming his 
autobiography Racing Against the 
Odds, because he was born in 
a flat over a shoe shop in 
the centre of Stockport 
in 1953. Within a few 
months, his family 
had moved into a 
council house and 
Fernley was showing 
WIN promise as a teenage 
& / footballer, interesting 
4 Manchester United 
y / among others. His true 
passion, though, was cars 
and he started his working 
life as a mechanical engineer 
before becoming a car salesman, soon 
owning his own showroom. (He would 
later help to finance engineering schol- 
arships at the National Centre for 
Motorsport for those from similar back- 
grounds to his.) 


Two chance meetings changed his 
life: Bobby Howlings, an ex-racing driver 
once thought to have been the getaway 
driver at the Great Train Robbery, con- 
vinced him to start a partnership buying 
and selling Formula One cars. Then in 
October, 1981, Mallya, heir to the King- 
fisher business fortune, arrived in Brit- 
ain wanting a Formula One cartoracein 
India. He took a 1978 Ensign from Fern- 
ley’s showroom and then insisted Fern- 
ley organise his team to race in India. 
They won every race they entered. 

The success in India ran in parallel 
with Fernley’s race programme at home 
in Britain, where he steered Jim Craw- 
ford to the 1982 British Formula One 
Championship, also in one of Fernley's 
Ensign cars. But Fernley was ambitious 
for more and a year later set off for the 
USA, competing first in CanAm before 
progressing to the Championship Auto 
Racing Teams (CART) series and the 
Indianapolis 500. 

Once the sponsor money for racing 
in America ran out, Fernley returned to 
the UK to become a travelling entre- 
preneur, setting up fish farms in Den- 


mark, selling carbon fibre to the Chi- 
nese, building a superyacht and run- 
ning a hotel chain in the USA before 
owning a stately home, Bush Hall, near 
Hatfield, which he ran as a hotel; it was 
frequented by Dame Barbara Cartland. 
After selling Bush Hall, Fernley 
bought an apartment in Bangkok with 
his wife, Audrey, whom he married in 
1992. She survives him with his daugh- 
ter Lisa Marie, a physiotherapist, and his 
stepsons Mark, a company director, and 
Robert, a restaurateur and consultant. 
He would split his time between Thai- 
land and Hertfordshire — until the fate- 
ful call from Mallya. There followed a 
turbulent decade in Formula One. 
Even after Mallya sold Force India in 
2018, Fernley was called back by McLar- 
ento make an attempt on the Indianap- 
olis 500. It was aless than happy experi- 
ence, with Fernando Alonso unable to 
qualify for the race, and it signalled 
Fernley's last hurrah in motor racing. 


Bob Fernley, motor racing executive, was 
born on January 7, 1953. He died of 
bladder cancer on June 30, 2023, aged 70 
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Law Report 


No claim for financial relief against deceased 
former spouses estate following foreign divorce 


Supreme Court 

Published July 12, 2023 

Unger and another (in substitution 
for Hasan) v Ul-Hasan (deceased) 
and another 

Before Lord Hodge, Lord Hamblen, Lord 
Leggatt, Lord Burrows and Lord Stephens 


[2023] UKSC 22 
Judgment June 28, 2023 


The power ofa court in England 
and Wales to order financial re- 
lief after an overseas divorce 
could only be exercised as 
between living parties to a 
former marriage. Where, there- 
fore, a man against whom such 
proceedings had been instigated 
died before the claim could be 
adjudicated upon, his former 
wife could not continue the 
claim against his estate. 

The Supreme Court so held in 
dismissing a “leapfrog” appeal 
brought, pursuant to leave 
granted under section 13 of the 
Administration of Justice Act 
1969, by Nafisa Hasan (the wife) 
against the order of Mr Justice 
Mostyn ([2022] Fam 1) by which 
he refused to allow her claim 
against her former husband, 
Mahmud Ul-Hasan (the hus- 
band), under Part III ofthe Mat- 
rimonial and Family Proceed- 
ings Act 1984, to be continued 
against his estate following 
his death. 

Before the hearing of the ap- 
peal before the Supreme Court 
the wife also died and her per- 
sonal representatives, Adeela 
Unger and Richard de Unger, 
were substituted as appellants. 

Michael Horton KC, Greg 
Williams and Srishti Suresh for 
the appellants; Tim Amos KC, 
Andrzej Bojarski and Joe 
Rainer (all acting pro bono) for 
the husband'À executor, Lamya 
Al Shaibah. 


LORD STEPHENS, with 
whom Lord Hodge, Lord Ham- 
blen and Lord Burrows agreed, 
said that the first issue in the ap- 
peal was whether on the true 
construction of the Matrimoni- 
al and Family Proceedings Act 
1984 (the1984 Act) read with the 
Matrimonial Causes Act 1973 
(the 1973 Act), the power of a 
court in England and Wales to 
order financial relief after an 
overseas divorce could only be 
exercised as between living 
parties to a former marriage. 

If the court did have the 
power to order financial relief 
despite the death of one of the 
parties to the marriage, then the 
second issue was whether a 
claim for financial relief under 
the 1984 Act was a cause of 
action which survived against 
the estate of a deceased spouse 
under section l(l) of the Law 
Reform (Miscellaneous Provi- 
sions) Act 1934. 

The appeal concerned a wife's 
application under section 12(1) 
of the 1984 Act for financial re- 
lief in England and Wales after 
an overseas divorce in Pakistan. 
On such an application, under 
Part III and pursuant to section 
17 of the 1984 Act, the court 
could make any one or more of 
the orders which it could make 
under Part II of the 1973 Act if a 
decree of divorce in respect of 
the marriage had been granted 
in England and Wales. 

That meantthe court was able 
to make orders including any of 
the financial provision orders 
mentioned in section 23(1) of 
the 1973 Act or any of the 
property adjustment orders 
mentioned in section 24(1) of 
that Act. 

Some three weeks prior to the 


final hearing to determine the 
wife's application, the husband, 
then aged 81 and domiciled in 
Pakistan, died in Dubai. 

As the husband had not died 
domiciled in England and 
Wales, it was not open to the 
wife to apply to the court under 
the Inheritance (Provision for 
Family and Dependants) Act 
1975 on the ground that the 
disposition of the husband's 
estate effected by his will or the 
law relating to intestacy was not 
such as to make reasonable 
financial provision for her. 

Accordingly, the only route 
for the wife to obtain financial 
relief in England and Wales was 
pursuant to the unadjudicated 
Part III claim under the 1984 
Act. That route would only be 
open to her if her claim survived 
the death of the husband and 
could be continued against his 
estate under section I(1) of the 
Law Reform (Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Act 1934. 

Hence the issue for the court 
was whether, where one of the 
parties to an application under 
Part III for financial relief had 
died, further proceedings could 
or could not be taken. 

Toarriveatthetrue construc- 
tion of the relevant statutory 
provisions in the appeal, it was 
appropriate to consider the legal 
context consisting of relevant 
judicial decisions at the time at 
which the 1973 and 1984 Acts 
were passed, together with the 
legal context when the Inherit- 
ance (Provision for Family and 
Dependants) Act 1975 was 
passed. 

Judicial decisions since the 
mid-I9th century had consist- 
ently construed matrimonial 
legislation as creating personal 
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rights and obligations which 
ended with the death of a party 
tothe marriage and could not be 
pursued against the deceased's 
estate. 

Parliament was presumed to 
have knowledge of that estab- 
lished orthodox understanding 
when enacting the 1973 and 
1984 Acts. 

Thatorthodox understanding 
was also to be found in the provi- 
sions which parliament had en- 
acted in the Inheritance (Provi- 
sion for Family and Depend- 
ants) Act 1975. Section 14(1) of 
that Act made special inherit- 
ance provision for a former 
spouse prevented from obtain- 
ing a share of the family assets in 
matrimonial proceedings by the 
death of the other spouse. 

Special provision was re- 
quired because, in accordance 
with the orthodox understand- 
ing, the supervening death of 
the other spouse would prevent 
a court making an order for fi- 
nancial provision in matrimoni- 
al proceedings brought or 
continued against the estate of a 
deceased spouse. 

Finally, his Lordship carried 
out a textual analysis of the 
words which parliament had 
chosen when enacting the 1984 
and 1973 Acts, which also led to 
the conclusion that where one 
of the parties to an application 
under Part III ofthe 1984 Act for 
financial relief had died, further 
proceedings could not be taken 
as the relief was purely personal 
relief available only during the 
joint lives of the parties to the 
marriage. 

It followed that the appel- 
lant's submission that a party to 
a marriage could continue a 
claim under the 1984 Act read 


with the 1973 Act, despite the 
death of the other party to the 
marriage, would be a major re- 
forminvolving radical changeto 
long-established principles. 

Furthermore, the reform 
would involve questions of 
policy including its impact on 
the law of succession and 
potentially also on the law of 
insolvency. Although there 
might be a case for reform that 
was a matter for parliament. It 
was not for the courts to distort 
the meaning of the words of the 
relevant statutes to achieve such 
a radical reform. 

Accordingly, on the true con- 
struction of the statutory provi- 
sions in the 1984 Act and the 
1973 Act where one of the par- 
tiesto an application under Part 
III of the 1984 Act for financial 
relief had died further proceed- 
ings could not be taken. The 
power of a court in England and 
Wales to order financial relief 
after an overseas divorce could 
only be exercised as between liv- 
ing parties to a former marriage. 

As,ontheirtrue construction, 
the statutory provisions in the 
1984 Act and the 1973 Act 
created personal rights and obli- 
gations which could only be ad- 
judicated between living parties, 
the issue as to whether a claim 
for financial relief under the 
1984 Act was a cause of action 
which survived against the es- 
tate of a deceased spouse under 
section 1(1) of the 1934 Act did 
not arise for determination. 

Lord Leggatt, with whom 
Lord Hodge, Lord Hamblen and 
Lord Burrows also agreed, deliv- 
ered a concurring judgment. 

Solicitors: Dawson Cornwell; 
Expatriate Law (acting pro 
bono). 
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Buckingham Palace 

llth July, 2023 

The King held an Investiture at 
Windsor Castle this morning. 

Mrs Justice Dias, Mrs Justice Hill, 
Mrs Justice Morgan and Mrs Justice 
Stacey were received by The King at 
Windsor Castle this afternoon upon 
their appointment as Justices of the 
High Court when His Majesty 
invested them with the Insignia of 
Dames Commander of the Most 
Excellent Order of the British 
Empire. 

Mr Justice Bennathan, Mr Justice 
Bright, Mr Justice Constable, Mr 
Justice Fowler, Mr Justice Kinney, 
Mr Justice Rajah, Mr Justice 
Richards, Mr Justice Smith and Mr 
Justice Sweeting were received by 
The King upon their appointment as 
Justices of the High Court when His 
Majesty conferred upon them the 
honour of Knighthood and invested 
them with the Insignia of Knights 
Bachelor. 

Captain Jiwan Prasad Gurung, 
The Royal Gurkha Rifles, and 
Captain Narendradhoj Gurung, 
Queens Gurkha Engineers (The 
King's Gurkha Orderly Officers) 
were received by The King when His 
Majesty invested them with the 
Insignia of Members of the Royal 
Victorian Order. Colonel David 


Robinson (Colonel, Brigade of 
Gurkhas) was present. 

The Queen, Patron, this 
afternoon held a Reception to mark 
the Fifteenth Anniversary of First 
Story at Clarence House. 


St James's Palace 

llth July, 2023 

The Princess Royal, Royal Patron, 
Hft, this morning visited Flintshire 
Adult Day Care Centre, Hwb Cyfle, 
Chester Road West, Queensferry, 
Deeside, and was received by His 
Majesty s Lord-Lieutenant of Clwyd 
(Mr Henry Fetherstonhaugh). 

Her Royal Highness, Patron, this 
afternoon visited their Headquarters 
of the British Association for 
Shooting and Conservation at 
Marford Mill, Rossett, Wrexham, 
Clwyd. 


Kensington Palace 

llth July, 2023 

The Duke of Gloucester this 
morning attended the Great 
Yorkshire Show, Railway Road, 
Great Yorkshire, Showground, 
Harrogate, and was received by 
His Majesty's Lord-Lieutenant of 
North Yorkshire (Mrs Johanna 
Ropner). 

His Royal Highness, Patron, 
Cathedrals in Pilgrimage, afterwards 
visited Ripon Cathedral, Ripon. 

The Duke of Gloucester this 
evening attended a Dinner at the 
Merchant Adventurers' Hall, 
Fossgate, York. 

The Duchess of Gloucester, 
President, Royal Academy of Music, 
this morning attended the 
Graduation Ceremony at 
Freemasons' Hall, 60 Great Queen 
Street, London WC2. 
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HAVE | not commanded you? Be strong 
and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not 
be discouraged, for the LORD your God 
will be with you wherever you go. 
Joshua 1.9 (NIV) 


Bible verses are provided by the 
Bible Society 


BIRKBY on 3rd July 2023 to Vicky (née 
Elliott) and Dominic, a daughter, Millie 
Victoria Eleanor, sister to Mary. 


BRETT on 28th May 2023 to Judith (née 
Templeman) and Graham, a son, Adam 
John Christian, brother to James. 

Deo gratias. 


GOLDSMITH Deirdre (née Stafford) 
Aged 82, peacefully at home on 1st July, 
after a marvellous life which ended with a 
long and distressing illness, endured with 
courage, serenity and humour. Deeply 
loved and loving wife for 52 years of Alick, 
mother of Lucinda and Crispin, 
grandmother of Hannah, Joseph, Allegra, 
Orlando and Rafferty, and friend to many. 
Funeral at St Saviour's Church, Dry Hill 
Park Road, Tonbridge, TN10 1BJ at 
10.30am on Thursday 27th July. No 
flowers. Donations if desired to 
Sightsavers at 
deirdregoldsmithneestafford.muchloved. 
com 


HOUSE Patrick Dennis on 7th July 2023, 
aged 93, much-loved husband, father and 
grandfather. 


JONES susan (Sue) (née Cox) passed 
away peacefully on 30th June 2023, aged 
86. Greatly loved and adored sister, wife, 
mother, grandmother and friend. All 
welcome to join the family for a celebration 
of Sue's life on Friday 21st July at 10am at 
St Mary & St Gabriel Church, South Harting, 
GU31 5QB and afterwards at Durford Mill 
House. Family flowers only. Donations, if 
desired, to Hampshire & loW Air 
Ambulance, or The Rosemary Foundation 
by cheque to the charities c/o Michael 
Miller, 27a High Street, Petersfield, Hants 
GU32 3JR. Alternatively online to 
www.memorygiving.com/susanjones1 


PINTO Marigold Jennifer (née Levison) 
died on 30th June 2023, aged 90, hugely 
loved and missed mother of Susanne, 
Amanda, Francesca and Timothy, 
grandmother to William, Charlotte, Jessica, 
Sophie, Darcey, Oliver, Sabrina and Zée, 
sister to Nicholas and friend and inspiration 
to so many people. Funeral at Golders 
Green Crematorium, 2pm, 19th July 2023. 
No flowers please but donations to 
Sense.org.uk 
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Legal Notices 


IN PARLIAMENT 
HOUSE OF COMMONS 
SESSION 2022-23 


HIGH SPEED RAIL (CREWE - MANCHESTER) BILL 
ADDITIONAL PROVISION 2 
AND NOTICE OF SUPPLEMENTARY ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION 


NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that it is intended that the Select Committee of the House of 
Commons which is considering this Bill should consider certain amendments to the Bill 
for the following amongst other purposes:— 


I. 


Amendments to authorise revised proposals for the construction of works, a 
general description of the nature of which is set out below, to authorise the 
acquisition or use of lands and to undertake the diversion of a specified 
overhead electric line in the County of Cheshire and in the districts and parishes 
mentioned below: 
Borough of Cheshire East- 
Parish of Leighton 
* Land required for highway works 
Parish of Warmingham 
* Arealignment of Warmingham Road (Work No. 1/13B) 
Town of Sandbach 
* Temporary realignment of the A534 Old Mill Road and the A534 Congleton 
Road (Work No. 1/13C) 
Town of Middlewich 
e Land required in relation to highway works to the A533 Leadsmithy Street 
Parish of Tabley Superior 
e A realignment of the M6 Motorway junction 19 northbound offslip (Work 
No. 1/93A) 
e Land required for highway works 
Parishes of Mere, High Legh, Millington and Agden 
e Land required in connection with utility works 
Diversions of gas mains (Works Nos. 1/96, 1/107 and 1/110) 
Parish of Mere 
e An access road (Work No. 1/108A) 
Parishes of Mere and Millington 
e Land required for highway works 
Parish of Millington 
* Atemporary realignment of the A556 (Work No. 1/132B) 
e An access road (Work No. 1/132C) 
e Land required for an access road (Work No. 1/1334) 
Parishes of Little Bollington, Rostherne and Ashley 
* Land required for overhead line diversions and associated works 
Parish of Rostherne 
* Land required for highway works 
* Land required for an access road (Work No. 1/134) 
Parish of Ashley 
* Land required for highway works, drainage, access and environmental 
mitigation 
* Access roads (Works Nos. 1/142D and 2/2) 
* Land required in connection with a diversion of a watercourse (Work No. 
1/143) 
Land required in connection with the realignment of Mobberley Road (Work 
No. 1/144) 
* Widenings of the M56 motorway ( Works Nos. 2/2A and 2/2B) 
* Narrowings of the River Bollin (Works Nos. 2/2D and 2/2E) 
Parish of Tatton 
* Land required for environmental mitigation 
Parish of Mobberley 
e Land required for environmental mitigation 
Town of Wilmslow 
* Arealignment of Mobberley Road (Work No. 2/2C) 
Borough of Cheshire West & Chester - 
Parish of Byley 
* Temporary realignments of the A530 Croxton Lane and King Street and the 
A530 King Street (Works Nos. 1/46A and 1/46B) 
Parish of Lostock Gralam 
e A realignment of the A559 Manchester Road and the A559 Hall Lane (Work 
No. 1/73A) 
* Land required for highway works 
Parish of Lach Dennis 
* Land required for utility works and access 
Borough of Cheshire East, Parish of Ashley, Greater Manchester, 
Metropolitan Borough of Trafford, Parish of Ringway, City of Manchester - 
A realignment of the M56 Motorway and Junction 6 of that Motorway including 
slip roads and land associated with those works (Works Nos. 2/5A, 2/5B, 2/5C, 
2/5E, 2/5F, 2/5H, 2/51, 2/5J, 2/5K, 2/9C, 2/9E, 2/9F, 2/9G, 2/9H, 2/9L and 2/9M) 


Borough of Warrington- 
Parish of Lymm 
e A realignment of the M6 Motorway junction 20A northbound onslip (Work 
No. 1/111E) 

Parishes of Lymm and Appleton 

Land required for highway works 

Greater Manchester, Metropolitan Borough of Trafford- 

Narrowings of the River Bollin (Works Nos. 2/2D and 2/2E) 
A realignment of Sunbank Lane and Chapel Lane (Work No. 2/6D) 
Access roads (Works Nos. 2/5G, 2/6H, 2/11A, 2/18D, 2/18E, 2/18F) 
Inclusion of a tunnel in a railway (Work No. 2/1) 
Amended roads (Works Nos. 2/10 and 2/11) 
Additional land for environmental mitigation, drainage and utility works 
Realignments of Timperley Brook (Works Nos. 2/14A and 2/14B) 
A Tramroad (Work No. 2/16A) 
A realignment of Thorley Lane (Work No. 2/18) 
Parish of Dunham Massey- 
e Land required for overhead line diversions 
Greater Manchester, City of Manchester- 
e Land required for highway works, utility works, drainage and access 
* A realigned railway in tunnel (Works Nos. 2/1A and 2/1B) including a shaft 
(The Hollies) and additional land at Birchfields Road 
A diversion of a watercourse (Work No. 2/18H) 
Access roads (Works Nos. 2/19B, 2/19C, 2/26C, 2/26D, 2/34A and 2/34B) 
A realignment of Rondin Road (Work No. 2/204) 
A realignment of the A635 Ashton Old Road (Work No. 2/20B) 
An amended railway (Work No. 2/25) 
Land required for working sites 
A realignment of Heyrod Street and Portugal Street East 
An amendment to the realignment of Travis Street and North Western Street 
(Work No. 2/40) 
Greater Manchester, City of Manchester, Parish of Ringway- 
Access roads (Works Nos. 2/5D, 2/6E, 2/6F, 2/6G, 2/9K) 
A realignment of Sunbank Lane and Chapel Lane (Work No. 2/6D) 
Inclusion of a tunnel in a railway (Work No. 2/1) 
A realignment of Runger Lane (Work No. 2/91) 
A realignment of Avro Way (Work No. 2/9J) 
A Tramroad (Work No. 2/164) 
A realignment of Runger Lane and Thorley Lane (Work No. 2/18G) 
A realignment of Thorley Lane (Work No. 2/18) 
* Land required for highway works 
Dumfries and Galloway- 
* Additional land for access, drainage and utility works 

In connection with the construction of the tramroad referred to and generally 

described in paragraph 1, the gauge to be adopted is 1,435 millimetres and 

the motive power to be employed is electrical energy, or in emergency or for 
maintenance, diesel power or other means. 

In connection with the construction of the works specified in 1 above, provision 

for the stopping up or diversion of the public footpaths specified in Schedule 1 

to this notice. 

The proposed amendments would confer powers authorising the alteration or 

disturbance of the surface of streets or roads in connection with the construction 

of an underground railway. The roads or streets which may be affected by the 
exercise of the power are described in Schedule 2 to this notice. The powers 
are proposed to be exercised primarily in order to provide a power supply for 
the construction of that part of the proposed railway in the City of Manchester 

(Works Nos. 2/1A and 2/1B in the Bill) which would be in tunnel but also in 

relation to utility works on Greenbrow Road, Firbank Road, Simonsway, M56 

Motorway Junction 3A Southbound On-slip and the A560 Altrincham Road in 

connection with the construction of that tunnel. The powers may be exercised in 

relation to those roads and the roads and streets described in Schedule 2 to the 
extent that they are within Act limits. 

The lands which may be acquired or used includes part of the Bridgewater 

Canal tow path in the County of Cheshire, Borough of Cheshire East, Parish of 

Millington being 100 m?. 

Amendments to make provision about — 

(a) (applications for permits under the Environmental Permitting Regulations 
2016 for landfill sites within (i) Act limits, or (ii) a zone specified by a high 
speed rail safeguarding direction, and 

(b) the surrender of existing permits under those regulations in relation to landfill 
sites within land acquired under the powers of the Bill. 


Legal Notices 


AND NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN THAT as from 10 July 2023 Plans and Sections, with a 
Book of Reference to those Plans, relating to the proposed Amendments will be available 
for public inspection at the offices and libraries referred to in Parts | and Il of Schedule 3 
to this Notice. 


As from 10 July 2023 an Environmental Statement relating to the Amendments (ES) and 
Supplementary Environmental Statement (SES) together with a Non-Technical Summary 
(NTS) will also be available for public inspection at each of the offices mentioned in Part 
| of Schedule 3 and in addition to inspection, for sale at those offices indicated with a “*” 
in that part of that schedule. 


As from 10 July 2023 an Environmental Statement relating to the Amendments (ES) and 
Supplementary Environmental Statement (SES) together with a Non-Technical Summary 
(NTS) will also be available for public inspection at each of the libraries mentioned in Part 
Il of Schedule 3 to this notice and for inspection at the following office: High Speed Two 
(HS2) Limited, 7th Floor, Albany House, 96-98 Petty France, London, SW1H 9EA, Tel: 
08081 434 434, Email: hs2enquiries@hs2.org.uk. 


As from 10 July 2023 copies of the proposed Amendments together with copies of the 
Bill will be available for public inspection at each of the offices and libraries mentioned in 
Parts | and Il of Schedule 3 to this notice and for inspection at the following office: High 
Speed Two (HS2) Limited, 7th Floor, Albany House, 96-98 Petty France, London, SW1H 
9EA, Tel: 08081 434 434, Email: hs2enquiries@hs2.org.uk. 


Copies of the ES, SES and NTS and copies of the proposed Amendments together 
with copies of the Bill are available for sale from High Speed Two (HS2) Limited, 7th 
Floor, Albany House, 96-98 Petty France, London, SW1H 9EA, Tel: 08081 434 434, 
Email: hs2enquiries@hs2.org.uk, www.gov.uk/hs2, https://www.hs2-bill-documents- 
onlineshop.org.uk/additionalprovision2/ and as from 10 July 2023, for inspection and 
sale at Eversheds Sutherland (International) LLP, Capital Square, 58 Morrison Street, 
Edinburgh EH3 8BP. 


The proposed Amendments and the Bill are available on the UK Parliament's website at 
www.parliament.uk. The Plans and Sections, ES, SES and NTS are available at https:// 
www.gov.uk/government/collections/hs2-phase-2b-high-speed-rail-crewe-manchester- 
additional-provision-2. Specialist technical reports relating to the ES and SES are also 
available on that website. 


Please note, while every effort is made to ensure material at deposit locations is publicly 
available, there may be occasions beyond the control of HS2 Ltd when deposit locations 
have to close temporarily and at short notice. Information about the arrangements 
currently in place for the inspection of the documents at deposit locations can be checked 
at: 


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/where-to-view-the-hs2-phase-2b-crewe- 
manchester-additional-provision-2-and-supplementary-environmental-statement-2. All 
documentation relating to the Crewe — Manchester Additional Provision 2 can be found 
online at: https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/hs2-phase-2b-high-speed-rail- 


crewe-manchester-additional-provision-2. Should you have any difficulty accessing 
the material, please contact the HS2 Helpdesk at: Email: hs2enquiries@hs2.org.uk, Tel: 


08081 434 434 who will arrange for printed or electronic copies to be sent to you. 


Any person who wishes to make comments on the ES and SES should send them to 
the Secretary of State for Transport either by post to: FREEPOST HS2 AP2, by email to: 
HS2AP2@ipsos.com or online at https://ipsos.uk/HS2AP2 on or before 11:45 pm on 
31 August 2023. Further information can be found on the consultation website: https:// 
www.gov.uk/government/consultations/high-speed-rail-crewe-manchester-additional- 
provision-2-environmental-statement-and-supplementary-environmental-statement-2- 
consultation. 


Please note: if you wish to send your response by recorded delivery or special 
delivery, please telephone the HS2 Ltd Helpdesk on 08081 434 434 or email 
hs2enquiries@hs2.org.uk to arrange this. 


Anyone wishing to send comments should note that responses will be published on a 
publicly-accessible website in due course, but the names, addresses and signatures of 
individuals will not be published. As it is not possible for the substance of responses to 
be checked to ascertain whether they contain other personal data, you should not include 
information in your response that could identify you unless you are content for it to be 
made public. 


If you do not want any of your response to be published you should clearly mark it as 
"Confidential" in the "subject" of the email or at the top of your letter. However please 
note the following two paragraphs. 


If you want the information you provide to be treated as confidential, you should be 
aware that all information provided in response to this consultation, including personal 
information, may be subject to disclosure in accordance with access to information 
regimes (these are primarily the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA), the Environmental 
Information Regulations 2004, the Data Protection Act 2018 and the UK GDPR). Under 
the FOIA, there is a statutory Code of Practice with which public authorities must comply 
and which deals, amongst other things, with confidentiality obligations. In view of this it 
would be helpful if you could explain in your response why you regard the information you 
have provided as confidential. If a request for disclosure of the information you provide 
is received full account will be taken of your explanation, but no assurance can be given 
that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances. An automatic confidentiality 
disclaimer generated by your IT system will not, of itself, be regarded as binding on the 
Department for Transport or High Speed Two (HS2) Limited. 


Please note that all responses received, whether marked Confidential or not, will be 
passed on in full to the Houses of Parliament and their appointed Assessor, who will 
analyse the responses and make a report to Parliament. That report will not contain your 
personal data. 


The Department for Transport and High Speed Two (HS2) Limited are jointly responsible 
for looking after the personal data that you provide in your response to this consultation, 
which is being carried out by us in the exercise of our official authority as public bodies. 
To find out more about how we will use your personal data, what your rights are and how 
to contact our data protection officers, go to https://www.gov.uk/hs2-phase2b-crewe- 
manchester to see our Personal Information Notice. 


Submitting comments to the Secretary of State does not affect the entitlement of persons 
to make objections to the proposed Amendments by submitting a petition to the House 
of Commons referred to below. 


The Bill has been introduced in the House of Commons as a public Bill. Objection to the 
proposed Amendments may be made by submitting a petition against them in person 
at the Private Bill Office of the House of Commons, Westminster, London SW1P 0AA, 
online through the Select Committee website at https://committees.parliament.uk/ 
committee/597/high-speed-rail-crewe-manchester-bill-select-committee-commons/, by 
post to the Private Bill Office, House of Commons, Westminster, London SW1P OAA or 
e-mail to prbohoc@parliament.uk. If you wish to submit your petition in person, please 
contact the Private Bill Office of the House of Commons to arrange this (tel:020 7219 
3250, email: prbohoc@parliament.uk). 


In accordance with Private Business Standing Order 171B (4), the Chairman of Ways 
and Means has decided that any such Petition must be submitted before 5 pm on 
15 August 2023. 


In the House of Lords, objection to the Bill may be made by submitting a Petition against 
it in the Office of the Clerk of the Parliaments within a period decided by the Chairman of 
Committees which is not less than 25 days after the Bill receives its first reading in that 
House. 


The House of Commons and the House of Lords may make copies of any petitions they 
receive public, and exchange any personal information contained therein, which will be 
shared with the Promotor of the Bill. 


Information about the deposit of such Petitions may be obtained from either the Private 
Bill Office, House of Commons (tel:020 7219 3250, email: prbohoc@parliament.uk, 
www.parliament.uk/bills), the Office of the Clerk of the Parliaments, House of Lords (tel: 
020 7219 3231, email: hiprivatebills@parliament.uk, www.parliament.uk/bills), or from 
the undermentioned Parliamentary Agents (tel: 020 7593 5000, https://www.gov.uk/ 
government/collections/hs2-phase-2b-high-speed-rail-crewe-manchester-additional- 
provision-2). 

DATED 5 July 2023 

DEPARTMENT FOR TRANSPORT, Great Minster House, 33 Horseferry Road, London 
SW1P 4DR. 

Winckworth Sherwood LLP 
Parliamentary Agents 
Minerva House 

5 Montague Close 


London SE1 9BB 


Eversheds Sutherland (International) LLP 
Parliamentary Agents 

One Wood Street 

London EC2V 7WS 


SCHEDULE 1 
Footpath or bridleway to be nes 
stopped up or diverted 
County of Cheshire, Borough 
of Cheshire East, Parish of Footpath Millington 1/1 Temporary 
Footpath Millington 2/1 Temporary 
Footpath Sandbach 11/2 Temporary 
Town of Sandbach 


Millington 

Parish of Little Bollington Footpath Little Bollington 6/1 Temporary 
Footpath Little Bollington 7/1 Temporary 
Footpath Little Bollington 8/1 Temporary 
Footpath Little Bollington 8/2 Temporary 
Footpath Little Bollington 8/4 Temporary 
Footpath Little Bollington 13/1 Temporary 


Parish of Rostherne Footpath Rostherne 9/1 


Parish of Ashley Footpath Ashley 1/2 Temporary 
Footpath Ashley 2/1 Temporary 
Footpath Ashley 2/3 Temporary 
Footpath Ashley 3/1 Temporary 
Footpath Ashley 6/1 Temporary 
Footpath Ashley 20/1 Temporary 
Footpath Ashley 10/1 Temporary 
Footpath Ashley 11/1 Temporary 
Footpath Ashley 11/2 Temporary 


Town of Wilmslow Footpath Wilmslow 126/1 


Borough of Cheshire West Footpath Lostock Gralam 8/1 Temporary 
& Chester, Parish of Lostock Footpath Lostock Gralam 7/1 Temporary 
Gralam Footpath Lostock Gralam 7/2 Temporary 
Footpath Lostock Gralam 7/3 Temporary 
Footpath Lostock Gralam 8/3 Temporary 
Footpath Lostock Gralam 8/2 Temporary 


Footpath 260 

Footpath not on definitive map 
(Footpath 260) along footbridge 
over M56 Motorway 

Footpath 139 

Footpaths not on definitive map (on 
Replacement Sheet No. 2-19 of the 
deposited plans) 


City of Manchester Temporary 


Temporary 


Temporary 
Permanent 


Legal Notices 


EE anime] 
stopped up or diverted 

Parish of Ringway Footpath 11 (RINGWAY) Permanent 

Footpath 12 (RINGWAY) 
Footpath 13 (RINGWAY) 
Footpath 14 (RINGWAY) 
Footpath 15 (RINGWAY) 
Footpath 10 (RINGWAY) 
Footpath 8 (RINGWAY) 
Footpath 7 (RINGWAY) 
Footpath 9 (RINGWAY) 
Footpath Hale 13 
Footpath Hale 16 
Footpath Hale 11a 
Footpath Hale 12 
Footpath Hale 14 


Permanent 
Temporary 
Temporary 
Temporary 
Temporary 
Temporary 
Temporary 
Temporary 


Metropolitan Borough of Permanent 


Trafford Permanent 
Temporary 
Temporary 


Temporary 


SCHEDULE 2 
Greater Manchester, City of Manchester- 


Enterprise Way, Hucklow Avenue, Greenbow Road, Firbank Road, Simonsway, the M56 
Motorway, the M56 Motorway Junction 3A Southbound On-slip road, the A560 Altrincham 
Road, Greenwood Road, the M56 Motorway Junction 3A, the A5145 Barlow Moor Road, 
Northern Grove, Burton Road, access road off the A5145 Barlow Moor Road, Anthony 
Close, Viaduct Street, Rondin Road and the A635 Ashton Old Road. 


SCHEDULE 3 
PART I 


Officers with whom the Plans and Sections, Book of Reference, Environmental Statement 
relating to the Amendments, Supplementary Environmental Statement and Non-Technical 
Summary and proposed Amendments together with a copy of the Bill have been 
deposited for inspection. Those offices where the Additional Provision, Environmental 
Statement relating to the Amendments, Supplementary Environmental Statement and 
Non-Technical Summary are also available for sale are indicated by a “*”. 


In Cheshire East - 


*Business Intelligence Manager - Research and Consultation, Cheshire East Council, 
Westfields, Middlewich Road, Sandbach, CW11 1HZ 


Parish Councillor, Warmingham Parish Council, Hill Farm, Hall Lane, Warmingham, 
Sandbach, CW11 3QU 


Parish Clerk, Leighton, Minshull Vernon and Woolstanwood Parish Council, 2 Fuller Drive, 
Wistaston, Crewe, CW2 6GU 


Town Clerk, Middlewich Town Council, The Town Hall, Victoria Buildings, Lewin Street, 
Middlewich, CW10 9AS 


Parish Clerk, Tabley Parish Council, The Community Centre, Manchester, M31 4FL 
Parish Clerk, Mere Parish Council, 9 Siddall Street, Northwich, CW9 7AF 


Parish Clerk, High Legh Parish Council, High Legh Village Hall, West Lane, High Legh, 
Knutsford, WA16 6LR 


Parish Clerk, Little Bollington with Agden Community Council, 25 High Field, Altrincham, 
WA14 4TW 


Parish Clerk, Millington and Rostherne and Tatton Parish Council, The Community Centre, 
Partington, Manchester, M31 4FL 


Parish Clerk, Ashley Parish Council, St Elizabeth’s Church and Community Centre, Ashley 
Road, Ashley, Altrincham, WA14 3QE 


Parish Clerk, Mobberley Parish Council, The Rajar Building, Town Lane, Mobberley, 
Knutsford, WA16 7ER 


Town of Wilmslow, c/o Library Manager, Wilmslow Library, South Drive, Wilmslow, 
Cheshire, SK9 1NW 


Chief Officer, Sandbach Town Council, Sandbach Town Hall, High Street, Sandbach, 
CW11 1AX 


In Cheshire West and Chester - 


*Locality Librarian, Cheshire West & Chester Council, The Portal, Wellington Road, 
Ellesmere Port, CH65 OBA 


Byley Parish Meeting, c/o John Beecroft, Lilac Cottage, Byley, Middlewich, CW10 9NL 


Parish Clerk, Lach Dennis Parish Council, c/o Sandiway Library, Mere Lane, Cuddington, 
Northwich, CW8 2NS 


Parish Clerk, Lostock Gralam Parish Council, c/o Sandiway Library, Mere Lane, 
Cuddington, Northwich, CW8 2NS 


In Trafford — 


*Strategic Planning, Trafford Council, Trafford Town Hall, Talbot Road, Manchester, M32 
OTH 


Councillor, Parish of Dunham Massey, 34 Woodhouse Lane, Dunham Massey, WA14 5SE 


In Manchester - 


*Legal and Democratic Services, Manchester City Council, c/o FM Reception Ground 
Floor, Town Hall Extension, Lloyd Street, Manchester, M2 5DB 


Parish Councillor, Ringway Parish Council, Keepers Lodge, Altrincham, WA15 8UQ 


In Warrington - 


*Customer Contact Centre, Warrington Borough Council, 1 Time Square, Warrington, 
WA1 2NT 


Parish Clerk, Parish of Appleton, c/o Stockton Heath Library, Alexandra Park, Alexandra 
Road, Warrington, WA4 2AN 


Parish Clerk, Lymm Parish Council, 9 Birchfield Road, Lymm WA13 9HL 


In Dumfries & Galloway — 


*Dumfries and Galloway Council, DG Customer Services, Gretna Central Avenue, Gretna, 
DG16 5AQ 


Secretary, Community Council Area of Springfield and Gretna Green, Dildawn, Glasgow 
Road, Gretna Green, DG16 5DU 


Treasurer, Community Council Area of Kirkpatrick Fleming and District, Victoria Hall, 
Kirkpatrick Fleming, Lockerbie, DG11 3AU 


PART II 


Libraries where the Plans and Sections, Book of Reference, Environmental 
Statement relating to the Amendments, Supplementary Environmental 
Statement and Non-Technical Summary and proposed Amendments together 
with a copy of the Bill have been deposited for public inspection. 


Crewe Library, Crewe Lifestyle Centre, Moss Square, Crewe, CW1 2BB 
Sandbach Library, The Commons, Sandbach, CW11 1FJ 

Nantwich Library, Beam Street, Nantwich, CW5 5LY 

Knutsford Library, Toft Road, Knutsford, WA16 OPG 

Holmes Chapel Library, London Road, Holmes Chapel, Crewe, CW4 7AP 
Middlewich Library, Lewin Street, Middlewich, CW10 9AS 

Winsford Library, High Street, Winsford, CW7 2AS 

Sandiway Library, Mere Lane, Cuddington, Northwich, CW8 2NS 
Frodsham Library, Princeway, Frodsham, WA6 6RX 

Helsby Library, Lower Robin Hood Lane, Helsby, Frodsham, WA6 OBW 
Partington Library, 91 Central Road, Partington, Manchester, M31 4FY 
Altrincham Library, 2 Pott Street, Altrincham, WA14 1AH 

Abraham Moss Library, Crescent Road, Crumpsall, Manchester, M8 5UF 


Arcadia Library and Leisure Centre, Yew Tree Avenue, Levenshulme, Manchester, M19 
3PH 


Avenue Library and Learning Centre, Victoria Avenue East, Blackley, Manchester, M9 
6HW 


Barlow Moor Community Library, 23 Merseybank Avenue, Chorlton, Manchester, M21 
7NT 


Beswick Library, 60 Grey Mare Lane, Beswick, Manchester, M11 3DS 
Brooklands Library, Moor Road, Wythenshawe, Manchester, M23 9BP 


Burnage Library, Activity & Information Hub, Burnage Lane, Burnage, Manchester, M19 
1EW 


Central Library, St Peters Square, City Centre, Manchester, M2 5PD 

Chorlton Library, Manchester Road, Chorlton-cum-Hardy, Manchester, M21 9PN 
Didsbury Library, 692 Wilmslow Road, Manchester, M20 2DN 

Fallowfield Community Library, The Place at Platt Lane, Manchester, M14 7FB 
Forum Library Wythenshawe, Forum Square, Wythenshawe, Manchester, M22 5RX 
Gorton Library, Garratt Way, Gorton, Manchester, M18 8HE 


Hulme High Street Library, Library & Leisure Centre, Hulme High Street, Manchester M15 
5NN 


Longsight Library and Learning Centre, 519 Stockport Road, Longsight, Manchester, 
M12 4NE 


Miles Platting Community Library, Victoria Mill Community Centre, Lower Vickers Street, 
Miles Platting, Manchester, M40 7LJ 


Moss Side Powerhouse Library, 140 Raby Street, Manchester, M14 4SL 
New Moston Community Library, Nuthurst Road, Manchester, M40 3PJ 
Newton Heath Library, Old Church Street, Manchester, M40 2JB 

North City Library, Rochdale Road, Harpurhey, Manchester, M9 4AF 


Northenden Community Library, Parkway Green House, 460 Palatine Road, Northenden, 
Manchester, M22 4DJ 


Withington Library, 410 Wilmslow Road, Manchester, M20 3BN 

Birchwood Library, Brock Road, Birchwood, Warrington, WA3 7PT 

Wilmslow Library, South Drive, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 1NW 

Lymm Library, Davies Way (off Brookfield Road), Warrington, WA13 OQW 
Stockton Heath Library, Alexandra Park, Alexandra Road, Warrington, WA4 2AN 
Gretna Green Library, Central Avenue, Gretna, DG16 5AQ 


FARAH PREMIUM COMFORT 


Amazing value [— "E E Due 
for money! 


Luxury 
you can afford 


NOT upto £55 


« 1 
WAIST SIZES DISCREET | 


32-54" 'AUTO-EXPAND' M 


WAISTBAND! 
LEGLENGTHS | | 


2729,31, 
33" 


*p&p 


¢ FARAH PREMIUM 
COMFORT STRETCH TROUSERS 


Farah have taken their most popular formal trouser and 
made it even better with the addition of a discreet self- 
adjusting waistband for super comfort fit. This discreet 
hidden side elastication moves with you providing 
supreme comfort with room to breathe. We call them 
PREMIUM offering all the style and good looks of traditional 
FARAH quality tailoring with comfort plus. Tailored in the 
usual high grade polyester renowned for its hard wear, 
good looks and easy care properties being machine 
washable and easy to iron. 

Classic straight leg sharp crease styling. 
Two side pockets and one back pocket. 
Available in colours: 

Airforce, Taupe, Grey, Biscuit, Navy 
or Black | 
All available in leg lengths L— 
27, 295 31, 33" 


AIRFORCE . 


Chums Ltd., (Dept. T2823), 


WAIST SIZES WAS Now P.O. Box 50, Prescot, Merseyside L34 9GX 
maar [eg £32 Please send me item(s) indicated PLEASE USE BLOCK LETTERS 
E E UT EAU ITEM NUMBER| COLOUR | WAIST | LEG | QTY PRICE 
40" 42" 44" 46" 48"| £50 | £37 
50" 52" 54" £55 | £37 
Order MT214 
Order MT214 Farah Stretch Waistband Trouser. _ Sub Total 
Order AA007 Leather Belt UK mainland P&P £5.95 
enclose Cheques / PO's Highlands & Islands P&P £700 
made payable to Chums for £ TOTAL E 
Please write your address (inc. post code) on reverse E 
of cheque or charge my MasterCard/Visa/Maestro Account No. É 
E [visa (es) (PLEASE TICK), DEBIT MY A/C, NUMBER AS SHOWN BELOW z 
5 
www.chums.co.uk/offers : 
and enter media code: T2823 I MESES En Le 
IMPORTANT! YOU MUST ENTER MEDIA CODE ON OUR T wide with 
WEBSITE TO BENEFIT FROM THIS PROMOTIONAL OFFER smart buckle & Title Forename 


neat edge stitching Surname 


t3 Our friendly UK Customer Service Staff BE Size: 
=) KE are waiting to take your order. Call Now! KE 32/34, 36/38, Address 


40/42, 44/46, 
; A : 48/50, 52/54 Post Code 
\ Order 
Calls cost 13 pence per minute, plus your network access charge. - - — AA007 le epnong 
We think you'd enjoy some of the latest products and selected offers by post from other trusted retailers, charities, 


Send to: Chums Ltd (Dept. T2823), P.0. Box 50, 
finance, travel, FMCG and utility companies. If you would prefer not to receive these by post, please tick this box L1. 


Prescot, Merseyside L34 9GX Chums offer you Hm "Satisfaction Tolearn more about our trusted partners and how we use your data, see our privacy 
T : policy at www.chums.co.uk/privacy or ask for a copy when you call us. From MEDIA 
a adap sisou want an ec up ein eee ean tnt 12029 


M57 Junction 4, off School Lane, Unity Grove, Knowsley Business Park, Liverpool, L34 9AR. Goods usually delivered within 7 days. customer. If you would prefer not to receive these, please tick this box C1 


Email 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURI 


FOCUS ON | BEDSORE COMPENSATION CLAIMS 


ALAN CURTIS 
SOLICITORS 


& 


Bedsores: The silent yet avoidable epidemic in hospitals and 
nursing homes — get the compensation you deserve today! 


F YOU or a loved one have suf- 

fered from bedsores during a stay 

in a hospital or nursing home, you 
could be entitled to compensation. 
Here's why... 

Bedsores, also known as pressure ul- 
cers or pressure sores, are skin injuries 
that occur when prolonged pressure 
on certain areas of the body restricts 
blood flow. 


PREVENTABLE INJURY 

They typically develop in individuals 
who are immobile or have limited mo- 
bility, such as those confined to a bed 
or wheelchair. 

With proper nursing care, including 
regular repositioning, appropriate sup- 
port surfaces, and diligent skin inspec- 
tion, bedsores are largely avoidable. 

Timely interventions, such as keep- 
ing the skin clean and moisturized, 
promoting good nutrition, and ad- 
dressing any underlying medical con- 
ditions, can significantly reduce the 
risk of bedsore developincht 


EXPERIENCED HELP VITAL 

To make a claim you need a law firm 
which understands the critical role 
that pr oe nursing care plays in pre- 
venting bedsores. 

At Alan Curtis Solicitors you will 
find an expert team with over 25 years 
of expertise in helping people secure 
the compensation they deserve for 
bedsore injuries. 

The firm handles all the legal as- 


@ Seek 'no-win, no-fee' 
compensation for 
preventable bedsore 
injuries in hospitals and 
nursing homes 


@ Even if the victim is 
deceased, in England & 
Wales you can claim for 
bed sore injuries within 
the last 3 years 


@ Protect your rights and 
claim the compensation 
you deserve to send a 
message that negligence 
will not be tolerated 


pects on your behalf, and keeps you 
informed throughout the process. 


WHY CHOOSE ALAN CURTIS? 
Here are four key reasons to choose 
Alan Curtis Solicitors for your bedsore 
claim: 
Bl Your claim is our priority: We pri- 
oritise your best interests and work 
tirelessly to maximise the compensa- 
tion you are entitled to. 
= Personalised service: Dealing with 
re procedures can be complex, but 
an Curtis Solicitors make it simple 
for you. Our dedicated legal team will 


Alan Curtis Solicitors specialise in personal injury and clinical injury 
matters. With over 25 years experience, our ‘no win no fee’ approach 
has recovered hundreds of thousands of pounds in compensation with 
damages reaching well in excess of £1million. We work with specialist 
medical and legal consultants to guarantee you the best advice available. If 
you or someone you know has suffered with bed sores, call 0800 065 4333 
for a free, no obligation chat, or email alan@alancurtissolicitors.com 


guide you every step of the way and en- 
sure you have a clear understanding of 
our claim. 

No win, no fee guarantee: You on 
pay legal fees if your case is nul 
We provide transparency regardin 
the expected timeframe, fees involved, 


"A complicated matter needing specialist legal knowledge" 


One way to uncover the truth 
about how a firm operates 

is to cast an eye over the 
independent online reviews. 
Here's one recent 
testimonial which 
confirms Alan 

1 Curtis Solicitors do 
all they can to give 
their customers 
get the best 
legal advice 
available. 


Genuine client 


B 


"| instructed Alan after 

a bedsore injury that my 
grandma suffered with, after 
being admitted to our local 
hospital. | found out about 
Alan through an advertisement 
and | chose him because he 

is a specialist in legal matters 
involving medical injuries 
which relate to hospitals and 
care homes. | found Alan very 
helpful, | could always contact 
him at any time. Everything 


was always explained to me 
throughout the case. | was 
pleased with the outcome and 
the compensation received. 
It was a complicated matter 
which required specialist 
legal knowledge. | would 
certainly recommend Alan to 
anyone that has suffered an 
injury that was avoidable and 
unnecessary. It does not cost 
anything to get in touch." 
Verfied online review 


and the potential amount of compen- 
sation you can claim. This way, you 
can make an informed decision from 
the start. 

Bl Pursuing the best outcome for you: 
Compensation is calculated based on 
the severity of your bedsore injuries 
and the financial losses you have in- 
curred. At Alan Curtis Solicitors, we 
strive to secure fair compensation for 
both past and future losses you may 
experience. 


IT COSTS NOTHING TO CLAIM 
To discuss your bedsore claim, call the 
friendly, expert team at Alan Curtis 
Solicitors now on 0800 065 4333 or 
fill out the quick form online at www. 
alancurtissolicitors.com. 

There's no obligation when you 
reach out to discover the potential val- 
ue of your specific claim. You could be 
taking your first step to reclaiming the 
financial stability which is rightfully 
yours. 


No win, no fee... 
how it works 


If you worry that making a 
claim could leave you out 
of pocket, rest assured 

— you pay nothing if your 
claim fails. Deductions 

are only made from your 
compensation if your claim 
succeeds. You will receive 
a minimum of 75% of any 
damages recovered. There 
is no further contribution 
towards costs, regardless 
of legal fees incurred. 

At Alan Curtis Solicitors 
we do absolutely all that 
we can to avoid you being 
impacted financially 
because of your accident 
or injury. 

Recovering from an 
injury can be costly, too. 
We can support you in 
recovering additional 
losses such as treatment 
costs, consultation fees 
and other out-of-pocket 
expenses. 

We believe that you 
should not be left under 
financial pressure as a 
result of an injury which 
wasn't your fault. 

We have measures in 
place to protect you from 
any hidden costs and 
charges, so there won't be 
any nasty surprises along 
the way. 

Call 0800 065 4333 for 
free and impartial advice 
or fill-in the form at www. 
alancurtissolicitors.com. 
We'll be happy to answer 
your questions and help 
you understand whether 
you can make a claim. 


"| never knew I could claim 
compensation for bedsores 


even after a bereavement...” 


BEDSORES, or pressure sores, are injuries 
to the skin and underlying tissue, usually from 
prolonged pressure on the skin. 

Bedsores are usually suffered on the heels, 
lower back and sacrum area. These can often 
be caused whilst in care and most should 


have been avoided. 


0800 0654 333 


We are a trusted firm of solicitors 
with over 25 years' experience. We have 
successfully claimed hundreds of thousands of 
pounds in damages for the victims of bedsore 
injuries and their families. 

To discover more, contact 
Alan Curtis Solicitors now. 


Email: alan@alancurtissolicitors.com 
or visit www.alancurtissolicitors.com 


Alan Curtis Solicitors is authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority. SRA Reg No. 815754. Company Reg No. 1310996 


6 6 The service you 
provided was 
second to none from 
the first contact to the 
last. Extremely pleased 
with the outcome and 
would recommend 
you unreservedly." 


Mrs Davies, Swansea 


CONTACT 
US FOR YOUR 


FREE 


CONSULTATION 
TODAY 


MEDICAL LAW SPECIALISTS 


ALAN CURTIS 
S SOLICITORS 
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Who doesn't The comfortable) 
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ri n n 4 
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THEN YOU'LL 


LOVE THIS! 


The Bestselling VITAL LEG STIMULATOR 


A revitalising 
treat for legs 
and feet in only 
minutes a day 


Imagine placing your feet on a leather mat to replicate the 
soothing effects of a foot massage. Imagine, too, if that same mat 
could deliver gentle muscle-easing vibrations to your lower limbs 
and give you that 'Aaaahh' feeling you get when you free your feet 
from your shoes at the end of the day. Well, imagine no more... 


Sales of the Vital Leg Stimulator 
have exploded in the UK and for 
good reason. This simple leather 
mat delivers a deep and thorough 
foot massage just like a professional 
acupuncture treatment from the 

comfort of your own home! 

The Vital Leg Stimulator 


is designed to intuitively detect the 
acupuncture points on the soles of 
your feet. The mat delivers pain-free 
stimulation to these ancient nerve- 
centres', which may help tone the 
cells and firm the skin of your lower 
legs and feet. Yet that's not all... 

By stimulating leg muscles with 


} | t HOW VITAL LEG BRINGS RELIEF 


tried, tested and totally safe EMS 
pulse technology, Vital Leg is popular 
with those who live a sedentary 
lifestyle — whether by choice or due 
to mobility issues. By ‘reactivating’ 
under-utilised legs and feet, Vital 
Leg may help to soothe common 
aches and strains in the lower limbs. 

And it's easy to use, too. Simply 
place your feet on the leather mat, 
choose your treatment setting and let 
Vital Leg work its magic! 

PLUS: Save £40 when you order 
today quoting code G12TIVL. 


WHY PAY MORE? 


shoes 
coming offatithe 
end of the day! 


REMOVABLE 
CONTROL UNIT 

°6 programmes 

*10 strength levels 

*15 minute cycle 

*Turn unit off / on 
and increase / 
decrease power 
of treatment 


VITAL LEG IS HUGELY POPULAR WITH 


PENSIONERS; THOSE WHO LEAD A SEDENTARY LIFESTYLE; 
REGULAR WEARERS OF HEELS OR TIGHT-FITTING FOOTWEAR; 
WALKERS AND HIKERS; RUNNERS; CYCLISTS AND MORE... 


WHY IS VITAL LEG SO EFFECTIVE? 


| Made from a soft comfortable 

material covered with easy-to- 
clean leather. Vital Leg is so quiet 
it can be used while watching TV, 
reading, working or relaxing. 


. . . . : : : : The Vital Leg unit is based on the widely acknowledged ancient method of acupuncture - 
! Vital Leg uses Electrical Muscle Stimulation (EMS), a tried Me offers Mec using pressure points on the soles of your feet which correspond to your body's organs. 
and tested protocol using low-frequency impulses to elicit value for money. With other The Vital Leg mat delivers instant physiotherapy for your feet in the form of a relaxing 
gentle muscle contractions which stimulate your motor devices retailing for 3-figure massage to stimulate the acupuncture points, release tension and lessen fatigue. 
neurons. By combining the healing power of EMS sums, Vital Leg is yours today PRESSURE POINTS = p PRESSURE POINTS 
technology with the ancient knowledge of for a fraction of the price of LEFT FOOT (C | (RE Aa RIGHT FOOT 
acupuncture points, Vital Leg delivers i : Ww LN Leo | 
up rep , g those big name brands. e Brain fe) » ^ i 
wide-ranging care for legs and feet. Tok fei 2 E e Liver 
ái : e Stomach 
SIX TREATMENT MODES — PLUS — System ) Ø | ; e Pancreas 
10 LEVELS OF INTENSITY e Heart ^ 1 e Bladder 
* Arteries - | p- e Gall 
@ 2 © SER VS) is Bladder 
e Lungs | 3 
AUTOMATIC | | MASSAGE | | KNEADING || Kid g 1 * Adrenal 
Slow average Gradual hard Downward * Aldneys \ Glands 
men Coe m | «Spleen | " | e Pituitary 
Your vital organs Glands 
| O N | Y £3 9 9 9 are replicated via Sle 
D pressure points on yes 
PRESS TAPPING | | BLENDING WHEN YOU ORDER DIRECT TODAY! EDI UM. = ==> * Ears 
Continuous ‘Continuous. noU eral USUAL PRICE £39.95 This item should not be used by people who are: 
pressure) | short taps settings * Fitted with an electronic implant such as a pacemaker or AICD 
* Being treated for, or have the symptoms of, a deep vein thrombosis (DVT) 
28-DAY RISK-FREE 100% * Pregnant. If unsure, please consult a doctor before use. 
MONEY BACK GUARANTEE SCAN ME 
— TO ORDER NOW BY PHONE — — OR ORDER QUICKLY & EASILY ONLINE — 


CALL 0871 075 2635 


If you are not completely satisfied or if 
the results do not meet your expectations, 
we will reimburse you fully without quibbling 
upon simple written request. 


CALLS COST 13P PER MINUTE PLUS YOUR PHONE COMPANY'S ACCESS CHARGE 


Please send completed coupon to: WELLFORM LIMITED, 


OFFER CODE G12TIVL 


www.vitalegs.co.uk 


E [E] 
Or post the coupon below to Wellform Ltd, DRMG House, Cremers Road, Sittingbourne, Kent, ME10 3US 


Dept G12TIVL, DRMG House, Cremers Rd, Sittingbourne, Kent ME10 3US | enclose a cheque/PO made payable to WELLFORM LIMITED 
Delivery to mainland UK as standard : " Or charge my credit / debit card account no. Start Date Exp Date CSV 
Delivery to Northern Ireland, Channel Islands, Highlands and Scottish Islands costs an additional £6 
v/ |CODE ITEM RRP | PRICE | SAVING |QTY| SUBTOTAL 
H66185 1 x Vital Leg Foot Mat £79.99 | £39.99 SAVE £40 
Z2H66185 | 2 x Vital Leg Foot Mats £169.98 | £69.98 SAVE £90 Name 
DIK HL ` EPIS , = ADU DU Address 
[VÍ | STANDARD 7 WORKING DAY DELIVERY £4.99 
Northern Ireland, Channel Islands, Highlands and Scottish Islands + £6.00 P&P Postcode 
hear from usin ths way please tick the relevant boxe Pot L] Emart Tetsghone Iovi we titre; ORDER TOTAL £ , 
some of the latest products and selected offers by post from other trusted retailers, charities, finance, travel, FMCG and Email e9 
utility companies. If you would prefer not to receive these by post, please tick this box L To learn more about our trusted 
Brvacypliy Mawa llermaect co uk, Our standard deve te maitand cots ut £49 dat upto ring days Delivery te Norte land Chanel lands la and Scatti band We l l fo rm 


costs an additional £6. Customers have 28 days from receipt of goods to approve purchase. Customer Services: 0203 455 0498. Calls to 0871 numbers are charged 13p per minute plus network extras, Wellform 
Ltd. Registered Number 07914179, DRMG House, Cremers Road, Sittingbourne, Kent, ME10 3US. If you have a medical history (diabetes, heart disease, prostheses), consider consulting your doctor. 
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Weather 


; ; Weather Eye 
Today Showers or longer spells of rain, turning heavy and thundery at times. Max 21C (7OF), min 5C (41F) Paul Fa. 

Around Britain Five days ahead Windspeed Seastate AN Orkney Shetland 
ie EU um pc=partly cloudy Unsettled and at times Gan Calm a 

ju=dull, f=fair, fg=fog, h=hail, m=mist, r=rain, . m 

sh=showers, sl-sleet, sn=snow, s=sun, t=thunder blustery with showers PS Slight 

*=previous day **=data not available or longer spells of rain, Temperature AA Moderate 

i = h i Q3 (degrees OQ. SAN Rough 
Temp C Rainmm Sun hr* eavy at times (23) (deg 
midday yesterday ja hrs to 5pm yesterday Tomorrow - 
Aberdeen 17 12.6 4 Flood alerts and warnings 
Aberporth 15 26 Sunny spells and a scattering of : 
showers across the British Isles, heavy At 17:00 on Tuesday there were no 

Anglesey 17 3.8 at times in northern Britain. Warm in flood alerts or warnings in England, 
Aviemore 15 104 southern Britain wi with mainly isolated Wales or Scotland. 
Barnstaple E ta showers. Fw For further information and updates uly so far has been a big 
et d 2 Max 23¢, min 5 in England visit flood-warning- letdown. Temperatures 


information.service.gov.uk, for Wales 
naturalresources.wales/flooding and 
for Scotland SEPA.org.uk 


Birmingham 17 
Bournemouth — 20 


hovering around average — 


NORI with it rainy over much of the 


oe — ue SEA UK — and the sun has largely 
Camborne 18 156 gone missing under grey skies. "It's 
T Tj. pa u 13 degrees and pouring here in the 
Eskdalemuir 16 i y* Cotswolds. I’m about to light the 
Glasgow 1 us N — M " j woodburner,” read one tweet on 
Hu k 00 ATLANTIC = MA © Londonderry — July 4. "Climate-change 

Ipswich - 22 0.0 M headbangers panicking about a few 


Isle of Man I 


, A Y E fe. a 
wae [^ c S eBelfast > 


Friday “A00 hot days last month can calm down: 


A manenaezmaennenenezmazsenennnezmmzmanz 
m 
S 
ES 


i 19 : : 
fae of Wut 13 a Cloudy and blustery with outbreaks of Mo Ga) July is busy offsetting June.” 
4 7 = rain over Ireland and western Britain. j But el h in th ld 
Keswick 17 160 — ** Dry and sunny at first in eastern. NA y^. e ut elsewhere in the wor! 
Kinloss 16 6.6 65 Britain but a cloudy later with ee x ; temperatures are climbing. On July 
Leeds m7 B2 NE the risk of rain. ’ "TA y AR AS 00€ h 
Leik 14 06 15 Max 24C, min x a AS S Manchester Hull 8 the South Pole reached minus 
Leuchars 18 130 50 » a c yay UE. O a i9. e 31.9C (minus 25.4F), by far the 
Lincoln Hm a) 56 a; RH 90. IRISH x e^ highest temperature ever recorded 
Liverpool 19 P 34 e 00 - SA c ` e Sheffield gnes p » : 
London mA € 0.8 pu Dublin © Ke gum CE C23 there in July, and 8.7C was registered 
Lyneham ee m f 00 QE at Vernadsky on the Antarctic 
M HB 2 MW 0.0 f (9 | | she buy Nottingham ee gn Peninsula, a record for Antarctica in 
MilfordHaven 17 — C | 126 tee f E July. On July 6 the temperature in 
Le L1. y S , d S e € — eu Adrar, Algeria, did not fall below 
CES DR RE CN UNE a a 1 ex Epsum <8 Cambridge 39.6C, making it the hottest night 
exo a Kj i ° TS Oxford e Pt e) ever recorded in Africa. Much of 
Plymouth E M mm a © southern and western Europe is 
Portland 18 E 30 d dL cn 00 "ian : 
i ; Saturday l CELTIC y roasting in a heatwave, along with 
pares E . 1 Re Rather cloudy with outbreaks of h - Jh s * Bri London : 
Shoreham 2 S us ain SR UIN AE du DA jed Ne SEA c 72 y a P Se swathes of north Africa, Canada, the 
Shrewsbury — 18 C DET scattered heavy and thundery showers Mf © > 49) V ` US, Mexico, Asia and Australia. This 
Snowdonia 15 R 122 PES elsewhere. t. z LR d 00 AT ARE P ; 2 » 
Southend m © 00 98 Max 23C, min8C "3 ^ NO 5 follows the world’s hottest June on 
South Uist 15 C 10 * 20 pomon e. à vu AA. record, and a record for the lowest 
Stornoway — £ = — y ^$ ` dn extent of Antarctic sea ice. And the 
Whitehaven 16 R rs -€ LA CHANNEL © World Meteorological Organisation 
Wick z e «d AS: " (Cs has announced that the world has 
sokon XD JA provisionally just had its hottest 
BOLA Y f i A ; k, 3 
The worid A 223 2y AS @ General situation: Dry and sunny in with showery rain, heavy at times. Cen Highland, Moray Firth, Aberdeen, week on record. 
à - y YT S RS M eastern England at first, otherwise it Fresh to strong west or northwesterly Argyll, NW Scotland: Cloud and rain Ocean temperatures down to 
EDGE DIS Me os GIGS mae YS 700 th Ys will be a day of sunshine and showers winds, but light and variable winds in the morning, turning sunny with 2,000m (6,561ft) have hit record 
li 31 S Madei 26 PC AS Ga E i ; ; 
Alicante I Madeira — " ^ AZ) across the British Isles. over Shetland. Maximum 14C (57P), showers during the afternoon. Light highs. In fact, the temperatures have 
msterdam adri 00 SE Eng, E Anglia, E Mids, London, minimum 10C (50F). to moderate westerly wind. Maximum been rising higher almost every vear 
REL. me Z: Edinburgh and Dundee, Borders, E Eng, Cen S Eng, W Mids, Cen N Eng, NE Eng, 17C (63F), minimum 5C (41F). : g ng yy 
NEM dE a ENTE Channel Is: Dry with sunny spells in Glasgow, SW Scotland: Mainly dry SW Eng, NW Eng, Wales, Lake District, since 2000. Nearly 90 per cent of the 
Bangkok — ** ** Melbourne — 16 Gundhilieaxta ettari ditas the morning but cloud increasing to with sunny spells a first but cloud : Republic of Ireland, N Ireland, loM: energy trapped by greenhouse gases 
Barbados — 29 PC Mexico City 25 T across England, Wales, Ireland and ring the risk of an afternoon shower. soon increasing to bring a scattering of Sunny spells and a scattering of is stored in the oceans, but the 
ce AC DH 31 southern Scotland. Rather cloudy and Moderate to fresh southwesterly wind. showers, heavy and thundery at times. showers, heavy and thundery at oceans have been storing even more 
Belling === Milan 2S northern Scotland, heavy at times, Maximum 21C (70F), minimum Light to moderate westerly wind. times. Moderate westerly wind, fresh f th : 2000 ft 
Beirut 3) S Mombasa 29 PC Max 226, ming. 2% 8C (46F). Maximum 20C (68F), minimum near the coast. Maximum 20C (68F), of that energy since alter a run 
Belgrade 32 5 Montreal 21 c eH ; NE Scotland, N Isles: Rather cloudy 8C (46F). minimum 7C (45F). of three successive bouts of La Niña 
Berlin à a F Moscow 2 : 7. í in the eastern Pacific. During La 
ermuda iumbal " "I - ] = . 
Bordeaux 2 B Munich aS Tides Noon today S5 Niña tropical seas across the 
Brussels 28 S Nairobi 26 Tidal predictions. Equator in the eastern Pacific turn 
Bucharest — 30 PC Naples — 32 5 eser cooler, and so world temperatures 
Budapest 30 S NewOrleans 33 PC Today Ht Ht A 5 5 
Buenos Aires 15 PC New York Aberdeen 0940 37 2234 35 usually dip. But now the P. acific IS 
Cairo 33 PC Nice Avonmouth 03:00 1L0 1528 106 10b8 flipping from La Niña to El Niño as 
Eum a 2 LE Belfast 0717 32 2003 30 the eastern Pacific turns warmer and 
anberra slo Cardiff 0246 102 1511 98 1 
Cape Town 16 S. Paris ERE o heat rises from the deep ocean to the 
Chicago 29 PC Perth Dei 0724 56 1941 57 surface. That extra heat will turn the 
Copenhagen A E Prague- : Monday Dublin 0632 48 1921 46 atmosphere even warmer and lead to 
ES END Ra s Dry with sunny spells at first in. ELE oe x ae T a rise in global temperatures, and so 
Dubai 41 S Rio de Janeiro 25 PC eas ern arain HIE COMO increasing Greenoc : : : : there are fears that a world annual 
Dubin FC Rath Ss (7 0c E 0753 35 2009 33 vu SA) temperature record willbe brok 
Faro 27 S Rome aS elsewhere, nea in 5 Holyhead 0632 4.9 1923 46 Warm front saia ee jdn iL roc 
Florence — 35 S SanFrancisco 17 PC Hull 0227 62 1435 65 Ocludedfront.a A. this year or in 2024. 
Frankfurt — 32 5 Santiago — 15 S Leith 1058 48 2337 47 Trough a 
Geneva 33 PC SáoPauo 20 B Liverpool 0713 81 1955 77 z 
Gibraltar 32 S Seoul E Z London Bridge 09:59 64 22:21 64 ic ci " i ir 
Helsinki 21 B Seychelles 25 5H Lowestoft 0616 22 1746 24 nid wane d man ae kn Ata i pee Speak dir ectly to one 
Hong Kong * ** Singapore pun Milford Haven 02:05 58 1439 55 OW pressure centred over $ à Belfast -25.04- > » 
Honolulu 30 PC St Petersburg 17 PC Morecambe 0727 80 2009 76 Shetland will push an occluded Warmest: Cavendish, tan 222% of our forecasters on 
Istanbul 27 PC Stockholm 21 5 Newhaven 0713 55 1944 57 front southwards across Coldest: Cairnwell, 7.9C Cardiff 21:56-04:40 09065 77767 5 
Jerusalem — 32 PC Sydney TS NENTS 0104 60 1327 57 Scotland bringing thick cloud Wettest: Threave, Exeter 21:54-04:46 
Johannesburg 9 S Tel Aviv 22 TC dI Ils of Kirkcudbrightshire, 32.2mm 22604: 
i 30 5 Oban 0205 31 1432 29 pus! INI EPEN Ef ram; Sunniest: Jersey, 123hrs* Glasgow 22:26-04:20 . 
Kuala Lumpur ** ` Tenerife T Penzance CG Ne M eastwards , d Liverpool 22:06-04:29 8am to 5pm daily (calls are charged 
: : over the rest of Britain an Sun and moon London 21:44-04:28 
Lanzarote — 31 S Vancouver 18 PC portsmouth D = ae = Ireland bringing a scattering For Greenwich Eden PATET at £1.55 plus network extras) 
Las Palmas 29 PC Venice 30 $5 The Ti th : > of showers between the sunny — Sun rises: 04.57 Newcastle 22:10-04:15 
Lima 21 S Vienna 29 S e limes weather page Southampton 06:32 38 1908 40 s Sun sets: 21.14 n : i LR 
Hes We W 7 PC A ided b Skansen 0209 79 1438 76 spells. Turning drier tomorrow Moon rises: 00.55 Norwich 21:44-04:17 TN. 
isbon arsaw Is provided by : : : : with a ridge of high pressure Moon sets: 16.41 Penzance 21:59-04:56 ) 
REA EC Den ÆT &) WeatherQuest XE 1157 48 = = building from the Atlantic New moon: July 17 Sheffield 22:00-04:24 x 
Luxor 36 5 Zurich 33:008 av u Weymouth 0222 15 1511 15 i : mls 
weatherquest.co.uk 
4 tarting in vibrant Osaka, you'll explore Japan's main island, Honshu, ending up 18 DAYS FROM 
TIMES Travel Offers 2024 \ Samer the bright lights and sky-scraping towers of capital Tokyo. £7 19 0 
Earlybird En route you'll see and experience the very best of what Japan has to offer: learn 9 
Sale Save about the history of Kyoto, the charms of ancient Nara; and Hiroshima, where you'll be per person 


£400pp^ ableto reflect on the tragic events of the past whilst discovering the city's bright future. 


Expect plenty of traditional Japanese experiences, from a tea ceremony to washi paper 
making and, depending on your departure date, a sumo wrestling tournament. When 
booking this tour with Times Expert Traveller, you will get an exclusive sushi-making 
experience and a complimentary hotel night with breakfast and dinner included before 
your tour. 


P à 
“Prices listed are based on two sharing a twin/double room. Single supplement on request. Flights on holidays booked more 
than 11 months in advance may be subject to supplements when airline fares are published. “Offer applies to bookings 
confirmed between 1 and 31 July 2023 only. Offer applies to selected 2024 departures. Operated by and subject to the booking 
conditions of Wendy Wu, ABTA W7994 ATOL 6639, a company wholly independent of News UK. 


Departures | September 2023 to November 2024 SBABTA © | Our Trusted — 2% wendy Wu Tours 


Partner 


Travel with confidence 


THE TIMES | Wednesday July 12 2023 


53 


Sport 


Double century for rising star 


HARRY TRUMP/GETTY IMAGES 


LV= County Championship 


Elgan Alderman 


James Rew became the fourth- 
youngest batsman to have scored a 
double century in the County Champi- 
onship, helping Somerset to 500 all out 
against Hampshire at Taunton. 

The 19-year-old wicketkeeper, one of 
the highest-rated youngsters in domes- 
tic cricket, came to the crease at 41 for 
four on day one and was the last man 
out for 221 off 310 balls. Rew scored his 
maiden first-class hundred last sum- 
mer and has added five more this 
season, making him the leading runs- 
corer in Division One with 952. His 
career average is 56.13 in his 17th match. 

Dom Sibley had just turned 18 when 
he compiled a double hundred for 
Surrey against Yorkshire in 2013. David 
Sales and Sam Hain are the only others 
younger than Rew to have passed 200 
in the championship. In the pre- 
championship era, WG Grace was 
younger than Sibley when he scored his 
first first-class double hundred, for 
England against Surrey in 1866. Rew 
turns 20 in January, giving him five 
rounds after this match to set the record 
for most championship hundreds by a 
teenager. Century No6 took him past 
Hain and Ben Stokes and level with 
Dan Lawrence. 

Rew’s first-class debut came for the 
County Select XI against India in 2021. 
He was in the England Under-19 team 


Somerset batsman Rew now has six hundreds and will not turn 20 until January 


that lost in the World Cup final in 2022, 
top scoring with 95. 

After Somerset elected to bat, the top 
order fell to Kyle Abbott inside 13 overs. 
Rew rebuilt with Kasey Aldridge, (88) 
and Dom Bess (54) before adding 108 
for the final wicket with Shoaib Bashir, 
also 19. Rew’s innings is notable for the 


quality of attack it came against: Keith 
Barker and Mohammad Abbas — who 
were wicketless — and Abbott and 
Liam Dawson — with four-fors — were 
not able to dismiss him, though James 
Vince was. Jack Brooks dismissed Joe 
Weatherley with the first ball of Hamp- 
shire’s reply. They closed on 58 for two. 


Borthwick: Training in 
40C sharpens our minds 


Rugby union 


Adam Hathaway Verona 


Steve Borthwick is conditioning his 
England squad to manage the physical 
and mental pressure of playing in a 
World Cup by getting them to train in 
the stifling heat and humidity of 
Verona. 

The 4]-man squad arrived in Italy on 
Sunday and have been put through 
their paces at a local rugby club in 40C 
heat, which will be far more extreme 
than anything they will experience in 
France at the World Cup in October. 

Ollie Lawrence, the Bath centre, is on 
the trip but not part of the training 
party as he recovers from a knee injury 
that Borthwick expects to have cleared 
up by the second warm-up game, 
against Wales at Twickenham on 
August 12. 

"You've got to be physically equipped 
for the toughest situations in a game,” 
Borthwick, 43, said after a training ses- 
sion watched by Damiano Tommasi, 
the mayor of Verona and a former 
Queens Park Rangers midfielder. 

“There are extreme moments within 
a game and Test matches are so tight. 
So if you are not conditioned for those 
extreme moments, those are the ones 
which can make or break you. 

“If you are conditioned better than 
the opposition for those moments, you 


get the crucial score in a game. When 
you train in the heat, and I’ve seen it 
and experienced it as a player, you have 
to think clearly under a different type of 
pressure. We are challenging the 
players to think in the situations we give 
them when they’re in the physical and 
emotional strain of training in the heat. 

"Ive said to the players that we're 
here to develop physically, we’re here to 
develop the way we think and we're 
here to develop tactically.” 

The squad will return to their regular 
base in Surrey next week, and Borth- 
wick revealed that the decision to opt 
for heat over altitude was decided with 
Aled Walters, the England head of 
strength and conditioning, who worked 
with Borthwick at Leicester Tigers and 
South Africa during their victorious 
2019 World Cup campaign. 

“Aled and I had a big discussion,” 
Borthwick said. “We had one camp out- 
side of England and we had to decide 
whether we had heat or altitude, and we 
chose heat. He coached a team in 2019 
who were very, very fit. They were con- 
ditioned brilliantly. 

“IT know he has been impressed by the 
players’ attitude. The person who led 
the England conditioning programme 
in 2019 was Tom Tombleson who is as- 
sisting Aled now. I have trust in those 
two guys there, that they understand 
how to prepare a team.” 


Results and scoreboards 


Wimbledon 


Seeds in brackets British players in blue 


Men: Singles: Quarter-finals (2) N Djokovic 
(Serbia) bt (7) A Rublev (Russ) 4-6, 6-1, 6-4, 6-3; 
(8) J Sinner (It) bt R Safiullin (Russ) 6-4, 3-6, 
6-2, 6-2. Doubles: Third round (15) M 
Granollers (Sp) and F Zeballos (Bol) bt R 
Galloway (US) and L Harris (SA) 7-6 (7-5), 7-6 
(8-6); (DW Koolhof (Neth) and N Skupski (GB) 
bt M Purcell (Aus) and J Thompson (Aus) 6-3, 
7-6 (7-3); A Behar (Uru) and A Pavlasek (Cz) bt 
(9) N Mektic (Cro) and M Pavic (Cro) 6-4, 3-6, 
7-5; T Griekspoor (Neth) and B Stevens (Neth) 
bt (16) M Melo (Br) and J Peers (Aus) 7-5, 6-4; 
N Lammons (US) and J Withrow (US) bt (12) S 
Gille (Bel) and J Vliegen (Bel) 6-3, 6-4; (6) R 
Bopanna (India) and M Ebden (Aus) bt D Pel 
(Neth) and R Stalder (US) 7-5, 4-6, 7-6 (10-5); 
(10) K Krawietz (Ger) and T Pütz (Ger) bt (5) S 
González (Mex) and E Roger-Vasselin (Fr) 6- 
4, 3-6, 6-3; (13) J Murray (GB) and M Venus 
(NZ) bt (4) H Nys (Monaco) and J Zielinski 
(Pol) 6-4, 6-3. Women: Singles: Quarter- 
finals E Svitolina (Ukr) bt (1) |Swiatek (Pol) 7-5, 
6-7 (5-7), 6-2; M Vondrousova (Cz) bt (4) J 
Pegula (US) 6-4, 2-6, 6-4. Doubles: Third 
round M Bouzkova (Cz) and S Sorribes 
Tormo (Sp) bt A Bondar (Hun) and G Minnen 
(Bel) 6-3, 3-6, 6-3; (3) S Hunter (Aus) and E 
Mertens (Bel) wo M Kolodziejova (Cz) and M 
Vondrousova (Cz); L Siegemund (Ger) and V 
Zvonareva (Russ) bt (2) C Gauff (US) and J 
Pegula (US) 6-3, 6-3. Quarter-finals (16) C 
Dolehide (US) and Zhang Shuai (China) bt O 
Kalashnikova (Geo) and | Shymanovich 
(Bela) 6-4, 6-1; Hsieh Su-wei (Taiwan) and B 
Zahlavova Strycova (Cz) bt C Garcia (Fr) and 
L Stefani (Br) 7-6 (7-5), 6-4. Mixed doubles: 
Quarter-finals M Middelkoop (Neth) and A 
Sutjiadi (Indo) bt M Arevalo (El Salvador) and 
M Kostyuk (Ukr) 7-5, 7-6 (7-5); J Vliegen (Bel) 
and Xu Yifan (China) bt | Dodig (Cro) and L 
Chan (Taiwan) 7-6 (7-4), 6-2; (7) M Pavic (Cro) 
and L Kichenok (Ukr) bt N Mahut (Fr) and A 
Danilina (Kaz) 6-3, 6-4; J O'Mara (GB) and O 
Nicholls (GB) bt (5) M Ebden (Aus) and E 
Perez (Aus) 7-5, 7-5. Boys: Singles: Second 
round (9) D Blanch (US) bt V Frydrych (GB) 
6-7 (6-8), 6-3, 6-3; H Searle (GB) bt M Dhamne 
(India) 6-1, 6-4; (3) Zhou Yi (China) bt H 
Jefferson (GB) 4-6, 6-3, 7-6 (10-7); A Ghibaudo 
(Fr) bt J Hrazdil (Cz) 6-4, 5-7, 7-6 (10-8); A Gea 
(Fr) bt (14) F Bondioli (It) 6-4, 6-2; K Bigun (US) 
bt F De Michele (It) 7-5, 6-3; (8) J Fonseca (Br) 
bt C Robertson (GB) 6-1, 6-4; (6) | Radulov 
(Bul) bt M Kriznik (Slovenia) 6-4, 5-7, 6-4; (16) 
A Melero Kretzer (Sp) bt K Rice (Can) 6-4, 6-3; 
L Sciahbasi (It) bt | Parisca (Ven) 4-6, 6-1, 
(5) Y Demin bt F Blaydes (GB) 6-3, 6-0; (2) R 
Pacheco Méndez (Mex) bt M Rottgering 
(Neth) 6-2, 6-2; (11) R Sakamoto (Japan) bt T 
Boogaard (Neth) 7-6 (7-5), 7-6 (7-5); N Budkov 
Kjaer (Nor) bt R Horovitz (US) 6-3, 6-3; (15) T 
Berkieta (Pol) bt K Kang (US) 6-2, 6-2; ( C 
Williams (US) bt S Eriksson (Swe) 6-1, 3-6, 6-4. 
Girls: Doubles: First round (9) R Stoiber (GB) 
and M Xu (GB) bt R Cooling (GB) and H Rylatt 
(GB) 3-6, 6-4, 10-4; H Oluwadare (GB) and M 
Stojsavljevic (GB) bt M Slama (US) and A 
Smejkalova (Cz) 7-5, 6-4; (7) N Bartunkova 
(Cz) and N Vargova (Slovakia) bt R Munk 
Mortensen (Den) and T Rabman (US) 6-2, 6-3; 
(8) E McDonald (GB) and L Moyano (Arg) bt 
Y Konstantinova (Bul) and T Kostovic (Serbia) 
6-4, 6-4; A Harmon (US) and V Ray (US) bt A 
Grechkina (Russ) and G Greco Lucchina (It) 
7-5, 3-6, 10-5; (2) R Jamrichova (Slovakia) and 


F Urgesi (ID bt A Anazagasty-Pursoo (US) and 
M Gae (Rom) 7-6 (7-4), 6-4; T Evans (US) and 
A Hamilton (US) bt F Pace (ID and A 
Teodosescu (It) 6-3, 7-5; (5) H Kinoshita 
(Japan) and S Saito (Japan) bt R Dencheva 
(Bul) and A Murthy (US) 6-4, 6-3; H Klugman 
(GB) and I Lacy (GB) bt E Jones (Aus) and E 
Milic (Slovenia) 6-4, 6-2; (3) S Ishii Japan) and 
E Koike (Japan) bt C Mester (Rom) and S 
Zhiyenbayeva (Ger) 7-5, 6-1; (6) W Sonobe 
(Japan) and T Valentova (Cz) bt A Korneeva 
(Russ) and T Preston (Aus) 7-5, 2-6, 14-12. 


Cricket 


LV= County Championship 

Division One: Kent v Warwickshire 
Canterbury (second day of four): Kent, with 
nine second-innings wickets in hand, are 323 
runs behind Warwickshire 

Kent First Innings 171 (G Stewart 50; 
O J Hannon-Dalby 4 for 56) 

Second Innings 


T S Muyeye b Rushworth oO 
B G Compton not out 17 
J L Denly not out 29 
Extras (b 1, nb 8) 9 
Total (1 wkt, 14 overs) 55 


Fall of wicket 1-0. 

Bowling Rushworth 5-1-19-1; Hannon-Dalby 
5-1-14-0; Brookes 3-0-14-0; Yates 1-0-7-0. 
Warwickshire First Innings (overnight 155-2) 


R M Yates not out 228 
S R Hain c Cox b Singh 32 
J G Bethell c Singh b Leaning 31 
E G Barnard c Cox b Leaning [9] 
G J Maxwell c Cox b Quinn 81 
1M G K Burgess c Finch b Quinn 42 
H J H Brookes not out 52 
Extras (b 7, Ib 3, w 2, nb 4) 16 


Total (7 wkts dec, 133 overs) 549 
CRushworth and O JHannon-Dalby did not bat. 
Fall of wickets 1-69, 2-107, 3-174, 4-225, 5-225, 
6-349, 7-457. 

Bowling Singh 25-5-83-1; Stewart 18-2-70-0; 
Evison 12-2-73-1; Quinn 24-7-72-2; Qadri 
36-3-148-1; Denly 4-0-23-0; Leaning 14-2-70-2. 
Umpires M Newell and | D Blackwell. 
Lancashire v Essex 

Blackpool (second day of four): Lancashire, 
with nine first-innings wickets in hand, are 
245 runs behind Essex 

Essex First Innings (overnight 12-1) 


AN Cook c Jennings b Williams 11 
*T Westley c Jones b Williams 135 
D W Lawrence c Bohannon b Bailey 1 
M J J Critchley c Salt b Williams 13 


P I Walter c Blatherwick b De Grandhomme 76 


S R Harmer b Bailey 24 
TW EL Buttleman Ibw b Bailey 2 
D A J Bracewell c Vilas b Bailey oO 
S J Cook Ibw b Bailey 5 
J A Porter not out Oo 
Extras (Ib 5, nb 10) 15 
Total (92.2 overs) 282 


Fall of wickets 1-0, 2-20, 3-21, 4-55, 5-210, 
6-275, 7-275, 8-275, 9-281. 

Bowling Bailey 22.2-7-59-6; Williams 24-3-71- 
3; Blatherwick 16-2-67-0; De Grandhomme 
18-4-45-1; Hartley 12-0-35-0. 

Lancashire First Innings 


L W P Wells b Porter o 
*K K Jennings not out 13 
J J Bohannon not out 20 
Extras (Ib 4) 4 
Total (1 wkt, 14 overs) 37 


D J Vilas, R P Jones, tP D Salt, C de 
Grandhomme, T Hartley, J M Blatherwick, 
T E Bailey and W S A Williams to bat. 

Fall of wicket 1-4. 

Bowling Porter 4-1-12-1; Cook 5-2-5-0; Harmer 
3-0-11-0; Bracewell 2-0-5-0. 

Umpires P J Hartley and S J O'Shaughnessy. 
Middlesex v Northamptonshire 


Northwood (second day of four): 
Northamptonshire, with eight second- 
innings wickets in hand, are three runs 
behind Middlesex 

Northamptonshire First Innings 219 
Second Innings 


RS Vasconcelos b Higgins 22 
E N Gay not out 21 
J Broad c Simpson b Higgins 5 
S M Whiteman not out 6 
Extras (Ib 1) 1 
Total (2 wkts, 25 overs) 55 


Fall of wickets 1-28, 2-44. 

Bowling  Roland-Jones  7-2-15-0; Helm 
6-1-21-0; Higgins 7-2-11-2; Bamber 5-2-7-0. 
Middlesex First Innings (overnight 23-0) 


M D Stoneman b White 51 
E R Bamber b Sanderson LU 
S D Robson c McManus b White 28 
P J Malan c Gay b Sanderson 15 
M D E Holden Ibw b Keogh 4 
1J A Simpson c McManus b Taylor 1 
R F Higgins not out 64 
J M De Caires Ibw b Keogh 10 
S S Eskinazi c Gay b Taylor 8 
*T S Roland-Jones Ibw b Sanderson 16 
T G Helm st McManus b Keogh 5 
Extras (b 6, Ib 11, w 2, nb 8) 27 
Total (73.2 overs) 277 


Fall of wickets 1-43, 2-103, 3-110, 4-122, 5-127, 
6-191, 7-215, 8-230, 9-270. 

Bowling Sanderson  20-3-77-3; White 
19-4-59-2; Taylor 16-3-62-2; Procter 3-1-10-0; 
Keogh 15.2-2-52-3. 

Umpires T Lungley and P R Pollard. 
Somerset v Hampshire 

Taunton (second day of four): Hampshire, 


with eight first-innings wickets in hand, are 
442 runs behind Somerset 


Somerset First Innings (overnight 196-5) 


tJ EK Rew Ibw b Vince 221 
K L Aldridge c Brown b Dawson 88 
D M Bess c Brown b Dawson 54 
A R J Ogborne Ibw b Dawson 2 
J A Brooks Ibw b Dawson 12 
S Bashir not out 44 
Extras (b 4, Ib 3, w 3, nb 12) 22 


Total (120.1 overs) 500 
Fall of wickets 1-26, 2-36, 3-41, 4-41, 5-80, 
6-268, 7-362, 8-374, 9-392. 

Bowling Barker 17-2-83-0; Abbas 23-2-98-0; 
Abbott 20-4-56-4; Dawson 38-6-118-4; Fuller 
16-0-95-0; Organ 4-0-29-0; Vince 2.1-0-14-1. 
Hampshire First Innings 


J J Weatherley b Brooks oO 
F S Middleton c Umeed b Aldridge 24 
NRT Gubbins not out 13 
*J M Vince not out Ti 
Extras (b 4, Ib 4, nb 2) 10 
Total (2 wkts, 15 overs) 58 


+B C Brown, L A Dawson, F S Organ, J K Fuller, 
K H D Barker, K J Abbott and M Abbas to bat. 
Fall of wickets 1-O, 2-39. 

Bowling Brooks 6-2-20-1; Ogborne 5-1-13-0; 
Aldridge 4-0-17-1. 

Umpires J D Middlebrook and R J Warren. 


Surrey v Nottinghamshire 

Kia Oval (second day of four): 
Nottinghamshire, with five first-innings 
wickets in hand, are 107 runs behind Surrey 
Surrey First Innings (overnight 339-8) 


J Overton not out 30 
TE Lawes c Moores b James 4 
D J Worrall c Hutton b James (0) 
Extras (lb 13, w 1, nb 8) 22 
Total (99.2 overs) 355 


Fall of wickets 1-0, 2-66, 3-67, 4-70, 5-130, 
6-207, 7-304, 8-323, 9-355. 

Bowling Hutton 16.5-3-63-2; Ball 5-0-24-0; 
Paterson 26-4-95-2; James 24.4-5-74-6; 
Harrison 19.5-1-55-0; Montgomery 7-0-31-0. 
Nottinghamshire First Innings 


B T Slater c Latham b Abbott 14 
*H Hameed c Sibley b Worrall 67 
W A Young not out 106 
JM Clarke c Latham b Overton 15 
M Montgomery b Jacks 11 
1T J Moores c Latham b Overton 6 
B A Hutton not out ie} 
Extras (b 8, Ib 9, nb 12) 29 


Total (5 wkts, 78 overs) 248 
L W James, C G Harrison, J T Ball and 
D Paterson to bat. 

Fall of wickets 1-27, 2-161, 3-186, 4-227, 5-246. 
Bowling Worrall 18-6-41-1; Abbott 19-5-55-1; 
Clark 14-3-43-0; Lawes 10-0-42-0; Overton 
12-2-41-2; Jacks 5-0-9-1. 

Umpires R J Bailey and N J Llong. 
Division Two 

Durham v Gloucestershire 
Chester-le-Street (second day of four): 
Durham, with two first-innings wickets in 
hand, are 117 runs ahead of Gloucestershire 


Gloucestershire First Innings 


(overnight 280-6) 

Z G Khan b Raine 34 
J Shaw c Robinson b Carse 16 
M D Taylor c Robinson b Carse (0) 
Z Akhter not out 1 
D C Goodman Ibw b Raine ie} 
Extras (b 4, Ib 6, nb 14) 24 
Total (80.3 overs) 316 


Fall of wickets 1-23, 2-89, 3-170, 4-200, 5-256, 
6-261, 7-302, 8-302, 9-316. 

Bowling Raine 20.3-3-67-2; Potts 17-3-69-2; 
Pretorius 16-1-64-1; Carse 11-0-44-2; Parkinson 
15-3-59-3; Borthwick 1-0-3-0. 

Durham First Innings 


A Z Lees Ibw b Taylor 195 
M A Jones Ibw b Shaw 4 
*S G Borthwick c sub b Shaw 23 
D G Bedingham c Taylor b Goodman 10 
1O G Robinson c and b Goodman 7 
G Clark c Dent b Charlesworth 82 
B A Carse not out 60 
B A Raine c Bracey b Taylor ie) 
M Pretorius b Goodman 39 
M J Potts not out (0) 
Extras (lb 7, w 2, nb 4) 13 
Total (8 wkts, 91 overs) 433 


M W Parkinson to bat. 

Fall of wickets 1-10, 2-77, 3-101, 4-109, 5-304, 
6-359, 7-359, 8-432. 

Bowling Taylor 15-1-54-2; Shaw 16-2-84-2; 
Akhter 16-1-74-0; Khan 17-0-80-0; Goodman 
15-1-69-3; Price 8-0-41-0; Charlesworth 
3-0-23-1; Dent 1-0-1-0. 

Umpires N A Mallender and G D Lloyd. 


Glamorgan v Leicestershire 

Sophia Gardens (second day of four: 
Glamorgan have scored 54 for one wicket 
against Leicestershire 

Glamorgan First Innings 


Z Ul-Hassan not out 32 
*D L Lloyd b Salisbury 6 
S A Northeast not out 15 
Extras (Ib 1) 1 
Total (1 wkt, 17 overs) 54 


K S Carlson, W T Root, tC B Cooke, T van der 
Gugten, M G Neser, J A R Harris, M J Swepson 
and J P Mcllroy to bat. 

Fall of wicket 1-10. 

Bowling Wright 6-1-18-O; Salisbury 6-3-20-1; 
Scriven 4-0-14-0; Parkinson 1-0-1-0. 
Leicestershire R K Patel, S G Budinger, 
*L J Hill, C N Ackermann, tP S P Handscomb, 
P W A Mulder, L Kimber, T A R Scriven, 
C J C Wright, C F Parkinson, M E T Salisbury. 
Umpires P K Baldwin and J Shantry. 
Sussex v Derbyshire 

Hove (second day of four): Derbyshire, with 


seven first-innings wickets in hand, are 190 
runs behind Sussex 


Sussex First Innings (overnight 376-7) 


F J Hudson-Prentice not out 63 
A Karvelas c Dal b Scrimshaw 9 
J J Carson c Madsen b Scrimshaw Oo 
HB Shipley c Dal b Scrimshaw 15 
Extras (Ib 9, nb 18) 27 


Total (101.2 overs) 402 
Fall of wickets 1-150, 2-173, 3-190, 4-245, 
5-291, 6-306, 7-338, 8-380, 9-380. 

Bowling Lakmal 25-2-110-2; Conners 18-2-90- 
O; Dal 9-1-41-0; Thomson 27-5-70-3; Reece 
6-0-33-0; Scrimshaw 16.2-3-49-5. 
Derbyshire First Innings 


HRC Came c Ibrahim b Shipley 12 
L M Reece c Alsop b Shipley 23 
+B D Guest not out 80 
W L Madsen c Karvelas b Carson 51 
*J L du Plooy not out 32 
Extras (b 4, Ib 2, nb 8) 14 
Total (3 wkts, 60 overs) 212 


H Ali, AK Dal, A T Thomson, G L S Scrimshaw, 
S Conners and R A S Lakmal to bat. 

Fall of wickets 1-12, 2-61, 3-142. 

Bowling Shipley  11-3-64-2;  Karvelas 
12-4-30-0; McAndrew 11-1-43-0; Hudson- 
Prentice 13-3-33-0; Carson 5-0-16-1; Haines 
8-2-20-0. 

Umpires S Shanmugam and M H A Syed. 
Worcestershire v Yorkshire 
Worcester (second day of four): 
Worcestershire, with eight first-innings 
wickets in hand, are 361 runs behind Yorkshire 
Yorkshire First Innings (overnight 154-0) 


A Lyth Ibw b Gibbon 79 
F J Bean Ibw b Finch 135 
JH Wharton Ibw b Waite 18 
R D Rickelton c Roderick b Waite 6 
G CH Hill c Roderick b Baker 53 
*tJ A Tattersall Ibw b Finch 16 
ML Revis c Waite b Finch 31 
M D Fisher c Roderick b Finch 2 
B O Coad c Haynes b Gibbon 41 
MT Steketee b Finch 3 
D T Moriarty not out 1 
Extras (b 1, Ib 5, nb 16) 22 


Total (92.1 overs) 407 


Fall of wickets 1-177, 2-222, 3-234, 4-275,5-315, 
6-327, 7-330, 8-399, 9-406. 


Bowling Leach 22-4-76-0; Gibbon 20-1-101-2; 
Waite 17-2-49-2; Finch 17.1-0-100-5; Baker 
15-0-72-1; Libby 1-0-3-0. 

Worcestershire First Innings 


TG H Roderick c Bean b Fisher 4 
*J D Libby c Wharton b Coad 9 
A Ali not out 14 
J A Haynes not out 12 
Extras (Ib 3, nb 4) 7 
Total (2 wkts, 13 overs) 46 


A J Hose, E J Pollock, M J Waite, J Leach, 
J O Baker, A W Finch and B J Gibbon to bat. 
Fall of wickets 1-11, 2-15. 

Bowling Coad 5-2-9-1; Fisher 6-1-26-1; Revis 
2-0-8-0. 

Umpires D J Millns and C M Watts. 
Cycling 

Tour de France 

Leading positions: Stage 10 (Vulcania to 
Issoire, 167.2km): 1, P Bilbao (Sp, Bahrain 
Victorious) 3hr 52min 34sec; 2, G 
Zimmermann (Ger, Intermarché-Circus- 
Wanty); 3, B O'Connor (Aus, AG2R-Citroén); 4, 
K Neilands (Lat, Israel-Premier Tech); 5, E 
Chaves (Col, EF Education-EasyPost) allsame 
time; 6, A Pedrero (Sp, Movistar) at 3sec 
behind; 7, M Skjelmose (Den, Lidl-Trek) 27; 8, 
M Kwiatkowski (Pol, INEOS Grenadiers) same 
time; 9, W Barguil (Fr, Team Ark a-Samsic) 
30; 10, J Alaphilippe (Fr, Soudal-Quick-Step) 
32. Overall 1, J Vingegaard (Den, Jumbo- 
Visma) 42:33:13; 2, T Pogacar (Slovenia, UAE 
Team Emirates) at 17sec; 3, J Hindley (Aus, 
BORA-hansgrohe) 2:40; 4, C Rodriguez (Sp, 
INEOS Grenadiers) 4:22; 5, Bilbao 4:34; 6, A 
Yates (GB, UAE Team Emirates) 4:39; 7, S 
Yates (GB, Jayco-AlUla) 4:44; 8, T Pidcock (GB, 
INEOS Grenadiers) 5:26; 9, D Gaudu (Fr, 
Groupama-FDJ) 6:01; 10, S Kuss (US, Jumbo- 
Visma) 6:45. Points 1, J Philipsen (Bel, Alpecin- 
Deceuninck) 260; 2, B Coquard (Fr, Cofidis) 
149; 3, M Pedersen (Den, Lidl-Trek) 143; 4, W 
van Aert (Bel, Jumbo-Visma) 112; 5, Pogacar 
85. King of the mountains 1, N Powless (US, 
EF Education-EasyPost) 46pts; 2, F Gall 
(Austria, AG2R-Citroén) 28; 3, T Johannessen 
(Nor, Uno-X) 26; 4, R Guerreiro (Por, Movistar) 
22;5, M Woods (Can, Israel-Premier Tech) 20. 


Football 


Champions League: First qualifying round, 
first leg Ballkani 2 Ludogorets Razgrad O; 
Hamrun Spartans O Maccabi Haifa 4; KI 
Klaksvik O Ferencvaros O; Lincoln Red Imps 1 
Qarabag 2; Olimpija Ljubljana 2 Valmiera 1; 
Partizani Tirana 1 BATE Borisov 1; Rakow 
Czestochowa 1 Flora Tallinn O; Shamrock 
Rovers O Breidablik 1; Urartu O Zrinjski 
Mostar 1; Zalgiris Vilnius O Struga O. 


Fixtures 


Cricket 


Women's Ashes: First Vitality ODI: Bristol 
England v Australia (1.0). 


Football 


Champions League: First qualifying 
round, first leg Hacken v The New Saints 
(6.0); HJK Helsinki v Larne (5.0). 


Europa Conference League: First 
qualifying round, first leg Dudelange v 
St Patrick's Athletic (6.30). 
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Sport 


Semenya earns legal 
victory over Swiss 


Athletics 
Matt Lawton 
Chief Sports Correspondent 


World Athletics has said that rules 
introduced to protect fair competition 
in the female category will remain in 
place despite the European Court of 
Human Rights ruling that Caster 
Semenya had been treated unfairly by 
the Swiss legal system. 

Semenya, a double Olympic cham- 
pion over 800m, has been unable to 
compete as she refuses to comply with 
World Athletics regulations that force 
her to take testosterone-reducing 
medication because she was born with 
differences of sexual development 
(DSD). The 32-year-old filed a case 
against the government of Switzerland 
for not protecting her rights when she 
was contesting the DSD rules through 
the Swiss courts. 

Under regulations introduced in 
2018, athletes with DSD were allowed 
to compete in track events between 
400m and the mile only if they 
underwent treatment to suppress 
testosterone. Since March, rules 
brought in by World Athletics require 
any relevant athletes to reduce their 
testosterone levels below a limit of 
25nmol/Lfor a minimum of 24 months 
to compete internationally in the 
female category in any event. 

Semenya had twice tried and failed to 
overturn the rules; first at the Court of 
Arbitration for Sport (CAS) and then 
the Swiss Supreme Court three years 
ago. The South Africans appeal was not 
against World Athletics but the Swiss 
government, with the ECHR conclud- 
ingthat Semenya had not been protect- 
ed from being discriminated against 
when the Swiss Supreme Court refused 
to overturn a decision by the CAS to 
uphold the World Athletics rules. 


The ECHR found that Semenya’s 
rights under Article 14 of the European 
Convention on Human Rights, which 
concerns discrimination, had been 
violated by Switzerland. The Swiss state 
was also found to have violated Article 
13 in not providing Semenya effective 
remedy against discrimination. 

An ECHR statement read: "The 
court found in particular that the appli- 
cant had not been afforded sufficient 
institutional and procedural safeguards 
in Switzerland to allow her to have her 
complaints examined effectively, espe- 
cially since her complaints concerned 
substantiated and credible claims of 
discrimination as a result of her 
increased testosterone level caused by 
differences of sex development." 

However, the statement added: “The 
court was unable to determine whether 
the DSD regulations, as applied in the 
applicants case, could be considered 
a measure that was objective and 
proportionate to the aim pursued." 

It is hard to see this as a victory for 
Semenya against her sport because the 
ECHR does not have jurisdiction over 
the World Athletics rules and its 
decision will not suddenly lead to 
Semenya returning to competition. 

The seven-strong ECHR panel was 
split 4-3 in favour of Semenya, with 
World Athletics noting how it was 
"deeply divided" and stating that it will 
ask the Swiss government to refer the 
case to the ECHR’s grand chamber for 
a "final and definitive decision". 

A World Athletics statement read: 
“We remain of the view that the DSD 
regulations are a necessary, reasonable 
and proportionate means of protecting 
fair competition in the female category 
as the Court of Arbitration for Sport 
and Swiss Federal Tribunal both found, 
after a detailed and expert assessment 
of the evidence.” 
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that would have forced her to undergo treatment to suppress her testosterone 


Ricciardo 
returns with 
Alpha Tauri 


Formula One 
Alasdair Reid 


Daniel Ricciardo, the veteran 
Australian driver who was dropped by 
McLaren at the end of last season, will 
make a shock return with Alpha Tauri 
after Nyck de Vries was dumped. 

Ricciardo has lined up in 232 grands 
prix since his F1 debut in 20H, clocking 
up eight victories in that time. He has 
driven for a number of teams, but has a 
particularly strong link to the Red Bull 
stable, in which Alpha Tauri — 
previously known as Toro Rosso — is 
the junior team. 

The 34-year-old failed to impress 
with McLaren after joining from 
Renault at the start of the 2021 season. 
He did win one race that year — the 
Italian Grand Prix at Monza — but was 
consistently outperformed by his team- 
mate, Lando Norris. His performances 
in 2022 were even less noteworthy as he 
failed to score points in 14 of the 
seasons 22 races and was released from 
his contract at the year's end. 

Red Bull brought Ricciardo back on 
board as their main test driver at the 
start of this year. There had been 
speculation that he could replace 
Sergio Pérez as understudy to Max Ver- 
stappen after a number of unimpressive 
outings by the Mexican, especially in 
qualifying. However, Ricciardos return 
will be at the expense of De Vries. 

The 28-year-old has failed to finish 
higher than I2th during the ten races of 
his debut season in Formula One. 

Alpha Tauri are bottom of the Fl 
constructors standings, with only two 
points — both of them provided by 
their other driver, Yuki Tsunoda. 
Ricciardo will make his return at the 
Hungarian Grand Prix on July 23. 


A victory inspired by team-mates death 


David Walsh 


Issoire 


In the Centre de Press a temperature 
gauge says 38C. This is in the Laura 
Flessel sports hall in Issoire. In T-shirts 
soaked in perspiration we tap on our 
keyboards without complaint because 
on this of all days, we know there are 
worse things in life. Today was for Gino 
Mäder. Last month, Mäder, 26, went to 
the Tour de Suisse and never came 
home. He had talked enthusiastically of 
one day riding the Tour de France. 

He crashed on a mountain descent 
during the fifth stage of the Swiss race 
and died at a hospital in Chur the next 
day. As well as a talented and successful 
rider, Máder was a loved member ofthe 
Bahrain Victorious team. Caring about 
the melting glaciers, deforestation and 
the other impacts of climate change, he 
wasnt your common pro athlete. 

Once, when racing in Bilbao, Mäder 
came across an abandoned dog. He 
stopped, made friends and brought the 
dog back to his home in Zürich where 
he and his girlfriend would take care of 
him. They named the dog Pello, after 
Ginos team-mate Pello Bilbao, and 
learnt that whatever had happened in 
thepast, Pello didn'tliketo beleft alone. 

On Mondays rest day, Bilbao 
himself, a 33-year-old pro bike rider, 


looked through the profile of Tuesday's 
10th stage and reckoned it was going to 
beone ofthose frantic days at the Tour. 
So often, the stages through the Massif 
Central are the most brutal. Intense 
heat, heavy roads that sap your 
strength and one hill after another. 

Five ofthe climbs were categorised, a 
further seven weren't. Between them 
they made the 167 kilometres from 
Vulcania to Issoire, a journey through 
hell, though it's hard to imagine hell 
being any hotter. This was the stage 
Bilbao targeted, the one he thought he 
could win and dedicate to the memory 
of his friend. 

He's always been a good bike rider, 
Bilbao. Strong climber, skilful descend- 
er and blessed with good speed in the 
finish. The Tour doesn't always reward 
the deserving but here it did. Bilbao 
won the stage and through his perform- 
ance, told us how he felt about Mader. A 
victory borne out of tragedy and friend- 
ship and delivered in some style. 

It was our good fortune that Bilbao 
could so lucidly explain the course of a 
crazily uncontrolled stage, he could 
havea drone flying just 25 metres above 
the peloton. He said they’d talked about 
this stage on the rest day and his team- 
mates turned up with the right attitude. 

“We were expecting a hard day’s 
racing and at a critical moment early in 
the race, we had five riders in the first 
20. There was Matej (Mohoric), Fred 
(Wright), Mikel (Landa), Bau (Phil 
Bauhaus) and Jack (Haig). Every one of 
us was trying to go. Then came a point 
where I could see the guys from Jumbo 


Stage 11 Today 


Clermont-Ferrand - Moulins 179.8km 
Start: 1.05pm, Expected finish: 5.19pm 


Clermont- Moulins 
Ferrand 
Céte de Céte de la 
\Chaptuzat-Haut Croix Blanche 
490m 457m 
Côte du Lapeyrouse À 
Mercurol 516m 
457m 
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needed a break to go away. That was my 
opportunity, my chance to go. I knew it 
was going to be difficult but I decided to 
go when everybody was on the limit." 

Through the first 40 kilometres, the 
race raged. Given the heat and the big 
mountains still to come, it was compel- 
ling madness. With so much speed and 
the undulating roads, the peloton soon 
splintered and Tadej Pogacar’s team- 
mates upped the tempo even more 
when they found Jonas Vingegaard 
with just one equipier for support. 

In his yellow jersey, Vingegaard sped 
into Pogaçars slipstream; not a 
reunion, just one moment of 


something that had never been 
interrupted. 

Vingegaard and his Jumbo mates 
were happy to see Bilbao and his fellow 
13 breakaways disappear. Can we all just 
settle down now? Not really because as 
the escapees built a two-minute lead, 
the Ineos team leaders thought that if 
that lead increased any more, Bilbao 
would leapfrog over Tom Pidcock and 
Carlos Rodriguez into fourth place. 

It was a difficult one for Ineos as they 
had Michal Kwiatkowski in the break 
and as well as protecting their two 
general classification (GC) men, they 
are also desperate to win a stage. They 
rode for a time at the front, doing 
enough to limit the breakaways’ lead. 

All the while, Bilbao looked search- 
ingly at his fellow breakaways. The 
Latvian Krists Neilands, he thought, 
was the strongest of the group. He 
reckoned his best chance would be to 
beat Neilands in the sprint. Perhaps the 
Latvian rider feared this outcome, 
because with 53km to the finish, he 
attacked. 

He rode smoothly away from the 
others, in perfect harmony with his bike 
and turning his pedals in a way that 


seemed effortless. 
The world of 
seeming en- 


chants us but 
out in the hall, 
the real world 


Bilbao points to 
the hashtag 
strideforGino 


does press-ups, awaiting its moment. 
Bilbao was quietly happy that Neilands 
went from so far out. 

"Neilands made an impressive 
attack, Bilabo said. “He was the 
strongest in the group but he spent a lot 
of energy with the wind in his face. In 
the group behind we collaborated in the 
right way. Then in the last three 
kilometres, I knew I was the fastest, so 
I took the control, the responsibility. 
I closed the gap to (Ben) O'Connor. 

"With cold blood I let Zimmerman 
make his sprint and I went on the 
wheel, then it was just full gas for the 
last 200 metres thinking of nothing. I 
crossed the line and I just put out all the 
angerinside of meand remembered the 
reason for this victory" He pointed to 
the "For Gino" printed on his Bahrain 
jersey, ^A special one;" he said. His rage 
was that one so young and so beautiful 
as Mäder should have lost his life. 

Almost three minutes later, the GC 
group rolled into Issoire. Vingegaard 
21st, Pogacar 27th. It was about the fur- 

thest apart they'd been on 

this dog-day afternoon. 
Pogacar said: "The rest 
day seems a long time 
ago.” Side by side, they 
warmed down in their 
cooling vests under a 
/ shelter. As they tried to 
ease the lactate from their 


legs, an onlooker said 
Pogacar looked 
is fresher. The heat 


may be getting 
- to everyone. 
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Racing Sport 


9.00 Handicap (Div Il: £3140: 1m) (9) A A : 
Kempton Park T EAE ANCUS EE Wade ww | Catterick Lingfield Park Yarmouth 
Rob Wright 2 (6) 0-500 GLOBAL WARNING 86 J Butler 7-9-9 GWood | Rob Wright Rob Wright Rob Wright 
6.00 Tequilamockingbird 8.00 Streetstorm i a a NOTAWRAFEQES OOH ee 757 BR c Fallon 2.40 Tenhotfourcrazy 4.40 Barrolo 3.00 Angel Of Antrim 4.30 States 1.45 Prisha 3.50 Mont Vallon 
6.30 Works Of Art (nb) 8.30 Mawkeb AN? Appleby awiinson 3.10 Heroic Angel 5.10 Key Look 3.30 Lady Bryanston 5.05 Lady Of Madonna 2.20 Galileo Glass 4.20 The Spotlight Kid 
7.00 Middle Earth 9.00 Bhubezi 5 (5) 45-53 BHUBEZI 160 (V) P Chamings 5-9-6 F Larson G) 3.40 Just Janet 5.45 Without Delay 4.00 Doddie's Impact — 5.40 Skallywag Bay 2.50 Whoop Whoop 4.55 Sassy Redhead 
7.30 Wholeofthemoon 6 (8) -0023 ETON COLLEGE 30 J Osborne 6-9-4 DavidEgan | 4.10 Cold Henry (nap) Goings cose to firm, firmin places: aw: standard 2:20 Goblet Of Fire 
" + iJ is x "n " P 
Going: standard to slow 7_ (4) 40040 REPARTEE 18 L Carter 6-9-1 P Bradley (3) | Going: good, good to soft in places DATE MEN EC Sky Sports Racin Going: good to firm, good in places 
EHE renee Racing Tv | & (9) 5031 PURPLE POPPY 77 J Fox 5-8-6 Georgia Dobie G) | Draw: no advantage Racing TV : 9 p 9 DIR uen Gan Raci 
Taw: 31-2) JOW Numbers Des seing 9 (7) 06056 LOVE DESTINY 12 (BO M Herrington 6-6-4 F Norton pe 3.00 Handicap (AW) G-Y-0: £4,711: 1m) (12) raw: no advantage y Sports Racing 
6.00 Handicap (£4,187: 1m 3f) (8 runners) 7-2 Purple Poppy, 4-1 Eton College, 5-1 Wizarding, Meng Tian, 8-1 Bhubezi, 240  Fillies' Stakes (2-Y-0: £3,725: 5f) (13) 1 @ 23244 TICKET TO ALASKA 13 C Cox 9-10 P Dobbs 1.45 Fillies' Stakes (£4,320: 1m) (7) 
1 @ 53602 TEQUILAMOCKINGBIRD 23 (CD) C Fellowes 4-10-2 10-1 Global Warning, Motawaafeq, 12-1 Repartee, 16-1 Love Destiny. l9. "BESPOKE CFellones 9:2 PJMcDonald | 57053515 ANGEL OF ANTRIM 25 À Stronge 9-8 BCurtis | 1 (D  0-ONEMOREANDAWAY 248 M Wigham 4-9-7 J Smith 
M Mortensen (7) | Wright choice: Bhubezi came back to form at Chelmsford; | 2 G) 52 MAKE IT EASY 9 Jack Channon 92 CBeasley | 3 (9) 60-00 CEILIDH KING 34 (H) H Morrison 9-8 RHomby | 2 (4) 00 BEACH KITTY 27 W Knight 3-9-2 C Shepherd 
2 (2) 20-41 GENESIUS 22 Sir M Prescott 6102 Morgan Cole Still well treated Dangers Eton College, Meng Tian 3 2) z ET EE K P De Foy 9-2 B Sayette 4 G) 02500 GRAND CENTRAL 11 (B,E) P McEntee 9-7 C Bishop 3 (2) STATE OF HARMONY (T) D & C Kubler 3-9-2 Rossa Ryan 
3 (5) 0231- AFTA PARTY J15 (H,T) Syd Hosie 5-10-0 Kaiya Fraser 403 20 R Fahey 9-2 OisinOrr | 5 (6) 0-000 FLYING PANTHER 20 (HT) T Ward 9-7  TWhelan | 4 (9) OWITHOUT REMORSE 27 J&T Gosden 39-2 L Morris 
4 (3)02050 SILVERSCAPE 51 (W,P,O R Teal 4-9-11 Liam Wright (3) 5 (4) 2 TENHOTFOURCRAZY 14 T Dascombe 9-2 P-L Jamin (3) - 352 ASTRAL SPIRIT 13 XN 
i Bath T : 6 (10) 00523 BILLAKI MOU 15 (V) G Baker 9-7 NCallan | 5 6) 13 Mrs P Sly 3-9-0 S W Kelly 
5 (1) 40032 NASIM 14 (B,H) M Appleby 4-9-9 Shariq Mohd (5) at 6 (9) 42 ANGEL SHARED 26 (H) Steph Hollinshead 9-0 D Fentiman 7 (2) -6040 STAMFORD BLUE 16 R Hannon 9-5 TLeavy (7) 6 0) HAWK JET E Lavelle 3-9-0 S Osborne 
6 (8) 40-10 SAINTE COLETTE 54 (P) H Candy 4-9-7 Olivia Tubb (3) Rob Wright 7 (8) 43 BLUE MOON BABY 13 J J Quinn 9-0 J Hart 8 (8)46633 STINTINO SUNSET 25 (B) J Feilden 9-4 Dylan Hogan 7 (6) 0-2 PRISHA 47 Tom Clover 3-9-0 J Mitchell 
7 (7)05460 PISTOLETTO 33 (P,CD) J Ryan 6-9-5 — Adam Tracey (7) - - 8 9 KELDEO 0 Pears o0 — JP Sullivan | 9 (12) -6015 INTOXICATA 18 (8F,O E Dunlop 9-4 HTurner | 8-11Prisha, 7-2 Astral Spirit, 11-2 Without Remorse, 10-1 State Of Harmony, 
8 (6) 1-453 LEDNIKOV 29 (V,D) | Furtado 5-9-3 Elle-May Croot 6.10 Appreciate 7.40 Sealine 9 (11) 65 LADY BOUQUET 34 P Kirby 9-0 A Mullen EIPEE 20-1 Beach Kitty, 25-1 Hawk Jet, 50-1 Onemoreandaway. 
A J ) 10 (5) 00000 SARATOGA SPIRIT 29 (B) C Hills 9-3 K Stott 
2-1 Genesius, 9-2 Tequilamockingbird, 5-1 Nasim, 6-1 Lednikov, 8-1 Afta 6.40 Queen Of Thrones 8.10 Kracking 10(12) 0503 MISS WOO WOO 11 R Cowell 9-0 B McHugh 11 (1) 40046 REGAL GLORY 36 (O Mrs L Mongan 9-2 W Carson 5 
Party, 10-1 Sainte Colette, 12-1 Silverscape, 16-1 Pistoletto. 7.10 Therehegoes 8.45 Gallimimus 110) MUSICAL DIVA D O'Meara 9-0 DTudhope | 1201) 04033 ATHENE'S KISS 16 (5) A Watson 3-0 H Doyle 2.20 Handicap (£3768: 1m) (15) 
Rob Wright's choice: Tequilamockingbird ran well when a | Going: good, good to firm in places 12 (1) 20 RIVERVIEW LAW 11 G Tuer 9-0 SJames | 77 Intoxicate, 5-1 Regal Glory, 11-2 Billaki Mou, 6-1 Ticket To Alaska, | 1 (9) -6334 HANDEL 11 (P) C Banham 5-10-0 J Haynes 
close second at Wolverhampton Dangers Pistoletto, Nasim Draw: no advantage Sky Sports Racing 13 (6) 2 SMOOTH SILESIE 57 D Loughnane 9-0 — P Mulrennan | 7.1 Stintino Sunset, Angel Of Antrim, 10-1 Athene’s Kiss, 16-1 others. 2 (13) 25626 GALILEO GLASS 9 (V,D) P Evans 4-10-0 — Rossa Ryan 


6.30 Novice Stakes (2-Y-0: £5,346: 6f) (11) 


1 (8) CALL ME THE BREEZE E Walker 9-2 T Marquand 
2 (5) 0 DAMIA 82K P De Foy 9-2 H Davies (3) 
3 (0 IT'S SHOWTIME C Allen 9-2 CFallon 
4 (7  60LOVE YOURS 15 R Beckett 9-2 H Crouch 
5 (0) NASSAU BAY I Furtado 9-2 Elle-May Croot (7) 
6 (6) 30 QUIET AFFAIR 23 (T) Miss A Murphy 9-2 David Egan 
7 (11) RAWAASI S & E Crisford 9-2 A Atzeni 
8 (3) SO OBSESSED M Botti 9-2 Morgan Cole (7) 
9 (2) 6 WORKS OF ART 35 A Balding 9-2 W Buick 
10 (9) ZARIELA S P C Woods 9-2 R Havlin 
1100) 6 ZOUMOON 49 J Ferguson 9-2 J P Spencer 


11-4 Works Of Art, 4-1 Rawaasi, 9-2 Zoumoon, 6-1 Call Me The Breeze, 
10-1 Zariela, Love Yours, 12-1 Quiet Affair, 20-1 others. 

Wright choice: Works Of Art needed the experience when 
sixth here on her debut Dangers Zoumoon, Rawaasi 


7.00 Novice Stakes (£20,616: 1m 3f) (7) 


1 (5)  6INKAMAN 54 A King 3-9-7 A Atzeni 
2 (2) KERRY MOON A King 3-9-7 J Crowley 
3 (D 2 LION’S PRIDE 64 J & T Gosden 3-9-7 R Havlin 
4 (3)  2MIDDLE EARTH 25 J & T Gosden 3-9-7 CFallon 
5 (6 > STAR TURN 40 A King 3-9-7 C Hutchinson 
6 (2) 32-6 THE GOAT 25 A Balding 3-9-7 W Buick 
7 (4) 240 MAMAN JOON 20 R Hannon 3-9-2 Doubtful 


Evens Lion's Pride, 2-1 Middle Earth, 5-1 The Goat, 16-1 Kerry Moon, 
20-1 Inkaman, 50-1 Star Turn. 

Wright choice: Middle Earth was a good second at Sandown 
Park; he can see off his stablemate Danger Lion's Pride 


730 Handicap (£7,731: 2m) (8) 


1 (8) 05130 FIRST EMPEROR 18 (T,CD) J Ryan 4-9-9 R Havlin 


610 Handicap (£3,245: 1m 5f) (11) 
1 (5) 00004 DIRHAM EMIRATI 14 (T,V) G L Moore 5-9-11 T P Queally 


2 (3) 26144 JENNY REN 74 Sarah Hollinshead 8-9-7 W Cox 
3 (2) 42-13 HIDDEN PEARL 15 (C) J Berry 7-9-6 Gina Mangan (3) 
4 (8) -0643 LAILAH 13 J Fanshawe 4-9-5 B Loughnane (3) 
5 (1) /006- APPRECIATE J36 (T) M Harris 5-9-3 K Shoemark 


6 (10) 3142/ STREET JESTER 632 (CD) W G M Turner 9-9-3 L Keniry 
7 (4)00024 URBAN FOREST 23 (B) E De Giles 5-9-1 D Probert 
8 (7)00250 THE RESDEV WAY 16 (BF,D) M Hammond 10-9-0 
A Voikhansky (5) 
9 (6)000/0 EAUX DE VIE 49 S Kirk 5-9-0 J Watson 
10 (9) 52346 CAPE CORNWALL ROSE 8 (H) Sir M Todd 4-9-0 D O'Neill 
11(11) 00-00 TOPOFTHETRIFLE 44 Mrs R Ford 4-9-0 
Elisha Whittington (5) 
100-30 Hidden Pearl, 4-1 Jenny Ren, 9-2 Lailah, 6-1 Appreciate, 8-1 Dirham 
Emirati, 10-1 Street Jester, Urban Forest, 12-1 Cape Cornwall Rose. 


6.40 Handicap (3-Y-0: £3,245: 5f) (9) 


1 (6)10402 ALL IN THE HIPS 14 (D) P Evans 9-11 D Probert 
2 (4) 32320 BEAU ROC 18 (P) G Boughey 9-7 B Loughnane (3) 
3 (3) 1-450 DESTINY'S SPIRIT 23 (D) D F Davis 9-6 K Shoemark 
4 (1)66020 KATAR 15 (T) Mrs R Ford 9-6 Rhiain Ingram (3) 
5 (7) 3-066 LADY JANE GREY 11 (D) R Guest 9-4 R Dawson 
6 (9) 063-0 QUEEN OF THRONES 82 C Cox 9-4 J Fahy 
7 (2) 0-636 FRAGRANCE 14 (D) R Harris 9-0 J Watson 
8 (5) 005 AUTUMN LIGHTS 25 P G Murphy 9-0 L Keniry 
9 (8) 51454 MINTANA 96 (P,D) H Evans 8-12 Mollie Phillips (3) 


15-8 All In The Hips, 4-1 Beau Roc, 13-2 Destiny's Spirit, 8-1 Fragrance, 
10-1 Queen Of Thrones, Lady Jane Grey, Mintana, 16-1 Katar, Autumn Lights. 


710 Handicap (£5,234: 5f) (13) 

1 (4) 0-043 ATTY'S EDGE 16 (CD) C Mason 7-9-11 W Cox 
2 (10) 51324 THEREHEGOES 6 (CD) R Brisland 4-9-10 B Loughnane (3) 
3 (5) 03045 DESERT 7 (P) M Saunders 4-9-9 Millie Wonnacott (5) 


2 (7) 10564 LEGENDARY DAY 11 (P,T,D) A Keatley 5-9-7 T Marquand À 
3-0) 030 ZAIN NIGHTS 31 (PH GR Chariton 4-5-7 weBuick | 4 (9 300-0 TILIA CORDATA 38 Steph Holinshead 5-9-8 S M Levey 
A G) 02120 CITIZEN GENERAL 11 (V) E Dunlop 49-4 A Atzeni | 5_(2) 50-00 GLAMOROUS FORCE 72 (CD) R Harris 69-7 D Costello 
5 (5) 0-352 MOTAZZEN 35 (1,V) 6 Baker 5-9-0 PCosgrave | 6 (8) 60035 SUANNI 6 (LCD) Dari Holland 4-9-7 K Shoemark 
6 () 2-413 WHOLEOFTHEMOON 25 (CD) R Hughes 49-0 7_Q) -0345 THANK THE LORD 14 (V,D) S Hodgson 4-9-5 T Ladd 

David Egan | 8 (3) -3413 WE'RE REUNITED 7 (B,BF,CD) M Blake 6-9-5 D Probert 
7 (0) 25-14 MELAKAZ 47 R Stephens 5-9-0 3 Crowley | 9 (3) 02662 FAIR AND SQUARE 7 (B) R Harris 4-9-4 J Watson 
8 (6) 01600 FAIRMAC 17 (B) Charlie Johnston 5:8-13 — FNorton | 1012) 03523 CORONATION COTTAGE 7 (BF,CD) M Saunders 9-9-4 


4-1 Wholeofthemoon, 5-1 Motazzen, Melakaz, 11-2 First Emperor, 
6-1 Legendary Day, Citizen General, 7-1 Zain Nights, 14-1 Fairmac. 

Wright choice: Wholeofthemoon, third at Sandown, will 
relish this stiffer test Dangers First Emperor, Legendary Day 


8.00 Handicap (3-Y-0: £3,140: 1m) (13) 


1 (6) 3550 KANGAROO 36 Tom Clover 9-11 A Atzeni 
2 (9) 3-425 HAZEL BEAR 152 (T) J Osborne 9-11 David Egan 
3 (11) 46-0 TENRAI 28 Miss A Murphy 9-9 F Larson (3) 


4 (10) 30-05 ETERNAL FAME 15 (P) M Murphy & M Keady 9-8 


A Rawlinson 
5 (13) 12225 OBAMA ARMY 13 (V,D) Jack Channon 9-8 G Bass (3) 
6 (3) 0-50 FAST AFFAIR 27 J Fanshawe 9-8 R Havlin 
7 (2) 5040 HILDEGARD 27 (P) A Watson 9-6 H Crouch 
8 (8) 0-025 STREETSTORM 20 (BF) E Dunlop 9-5 T Marquand 


9 (1) -1043 CHALK MOUNTAIN 20 (P,BF) W Kittow 9-5 H Davies (3) 
10(12) -0440 J J STINGLETON 6 (P,CD) D F Davis 9-4 Kaiya Fraser (5) 


11 (7) 45030 ZEBRA STAR 11 (H,P) Miss A Murphy 9-4 G Wood 
12 (4) 60-50 BELIEVE YOU ME 27 H Main 9-4 C Fallon 
13 (5) 04332 DOUBLE DOWN 20 (V) T Ward 9-1 J Crowley 


5-1 Double Down, 11-2 Streetstorm, 6-1 Hazel Bear, Chalk Mountain, Obama 
Army, 12-1 J J Stingleton, Kangaroo, Fast Affair. 

Wright choice: Streetstorm raced too keenly when tried over 
further last time Dangers Chalk Mountain, Double Down 


8.30 Handicap (Div I: £3,140: 1m) (9) 

1 (2)12000 GIVE A LITTLE BACK 23 (BF) S Curran 4-9-10 R Havlin 
(7) 00000 MOAI 28 (P,T,D) | Furtado 5-9-9 Elle-May Croot (7) 
(4) 0-040 EMINENT HIPSTER 29 (P,D) P Chamings 5-9-9 H Crouch 
(9) 65035 MAWKEB 15 (T,V,D) M Appleby 5-9-7 T Marquand 
(1) 0/60- SHOWLAN SPIRIT 404 G Baker 4-9-6 P Cosgrave 
( 
( 
( 


3) 05-10 WELOOF 61 (D) J Butler 9-9-5 G Wood 
5) 01240 DYNAKITE 91 (CD) L Carter 5-9-3 P Bradley (3) 
6) 20646 LOS CAMACHOS 16 (B,C) J Gallagher 8-9-0 
Kaiya Fraser (5) 
9 (8) 00-00 LONG TIME COMIN 127 M Attwater 4-8-4 
Georgia Dobie (3) 
11-4 Give A Little Back, 7-2 Weloof, 5-1 Showlan Spirit, Los Camachos, 7-1 
Dynakite, 8-1 Mawkeb, 16-1 Eminent Hipster, 20-1 Moai, 50-1 Long Time Comin. 
Wright choice: Mawkeb should appreciate this return to the 
all-weather Dangers Give A Little Back, Showlan Spirit 


SNIS SWN 


Blinkered first time: Bath 8.45 Private Bryan. 
Catterick 4.40 Valstar, Cawthornes Gem. 
Lingfield Park 3.00 Stintino Sunset, Saratoga 
Spirit. Yarmouth 2.20 Good Humor. 4.20 Azeezan. 


Gina Mangan (3) 
11(11) 40205 REVERSION 7 (V,D) C Wallis 4-9-0 L Keniry 
12 (9) 0-030 LANDING STRIP 8 M Tregoning 4-9-0 Rhiain Ingram (3) 
13 (2) 00-05 SWISS MAGIC 17 A Wintle 5-9-0 F Marsh 
7-2 We're Reunited, 9-2 Coronation Cottage, 5-1 Therehegoes, 6-1 Fair And 
Square, 8-1 Atty's Edge, 12-1 Desert, 14-1 Thank The Lord, Suanni. 


740 Maiden Stakes (£4104: 1m) (10) 
1 (6) /6205 HOORNBLOWER 43 (BF) D Coakley 4-10-2 K Shoemark 


2 (8) 5344- DARTMAN 256 B Meehan 3-9-7 S M Levey 
3 (9) 4-0 FRANKFREYA 27 (H) R Teal 3-9-7 Mia Nicholls (7) 
4 (4) 4-200 LUNATICK 25 H Morrison 3-9-7 D Probert 
5 (1) 4-056 SEALINE 27 (H) R Varian 3-9-7 R Dawson 
6 (10) 0-0 SMART CHARGER 54 A Carroll 3-9-7 T P Queally 
7 (2) 63 ZARAZA 22 (T,BF) W Haggas 3-9-7 D O'Neill 
8 (7 0-4 CLANDESTINELY 16 A Wintle 3-9-2 F Marsh 
9 (5  4MOONSPIRIT 18 G Boughey 3-9-2 B Loughnane (3) 
10 (3)  55PRETTY PEG 18 R Hannon 3-9-2 S Hitchcott 


11-4 Lunatick, 100-30 Dartman, 4-1 Sealine, 5-1 Zaraza, 6-1 Hoornblower, 10-1 
Moonspirit, 20-1 Pretty Peg, 33-1 Frankfreya, Clandestinely, 66-1 Smart Charger. 


11-4 Tenhotfourcrazy, 7-2 Make It Easy, 11-2 Smooth Silesie, 6-1 Angel 
Shared, 10-1 Riverview Law, 12-1 Miss Woo Woo, Newport Bay, 14-1 others. 


310 Nursery Q-Y-O: £4,004: 5f) (15) 

1 (1 446 LOCHABER 14 (H) K R Burke 9-11 S Feilden (7) 
2 (5) 303 PEACE WALL 30 K P De Foy 9-8 B Sayette 
3 (9) 0246 TEES DOUGE 18 (P) Adrian Nicholls 9-8 B McHugh 
4 (4) 605 HEROIC ANGEL 11 R Fell & S Murray 9-7 W Pyle (7) 
5 (10) 0613 TRAVEL CANDY 26 (BF,D) B Ellison 9-6 B Robinson 
6 (7) 0400 GRECIAN PRINCESS 7 G Tuer 9-6 O Stammers 
7 (13) 003 NAVAL FLIGHT 42 D O'Meara 9-4 D Tudhope 
8 (8) 003 ZAPHEA 28 R Fell & S Murray 9-2 J Hart 
9 (3) 5654 BAZBALL 26 (V) K R Burke 9-1 S James 
10 (6) 000 MISS RAINSTORM 26 T Waggott 9-0 T Eaves 
11(12) 40206 PATASOLA 12 M Hammond 8-13 A Brookes (5) 
12(14) 500 LADY DANDYLION 17 T Easterby 8-11 D Allan 
13(15) 050 HARSWELL STAR 21 R Fell & S Murray 8-10P J McDonald 
14(11) 640 FOXFIELD 21 T Easterby 8-7 D Fentiman 
15 (2) 650 EVOLUIR 26 R Fell & S Murray 8-3 C Hardie 


100-30 Travel Candy, 5-1 Peace Wall, 8-1 Lochaber, Bazball, 10-1 Naval Flight, 
12-1 Heroic Angel, Tees Douge, Zaphea. 


3.40 Handicap (3-Y-0: £4711: 7f) (9) 
1 (5) -2100 HEY LYLA 12 (D) Charlie Johnston 9-10 


J Fanning 


2 (9) 04-10 CREATIVE STYLE 14 (P,D) A Watson 9-10 P Mulrennan 
3 (2) 21-5 POP WORLD 40 (C) M Dods 9-9 C Beasley 
4 (6) 3-326 RENESMEE 28 K P De Foy 9-8 B Sayette 
5 (3) -6222 JUST JANET 18 D O'Meara 9-7 D Tudhope 
6 (7) 140-0 GREYCIOUS ANNA 14 (D) K R Burke 9-6 S James 
7 (8) 21213 PLATINUM GIRL 14 (D) T Easterby 9-4 — S B Kirrane (3) 
8 (4) 333-2 VIXEY 23 C Fairhurst 9-2 JHart 
9 (1) -3202 STAR SOUND 23 K Ryan 9-1 T Eaves 


100-30 Just Janet, 9-2 Vixey, Creative Style, Platinum Girl, 8-1 Star Sound, 
Renesmee, 10-1 Hey Lyla, 16-1 Pop World, 25-1 Greycious Anna. 


410 Handicap (£4,187: 2m) (13) 
1 (3) 06-04 ARABESCATO 25 (D) J Butler 6-9-11 P J McDonald 
2 (12) 40-05 GRIFTER 36 D Brooke 4-9-9 S James 


3 (10) -0020 THE DANCING POET 11 (P.C) B Ellison 7-9-8 B Robinson 


4 (11) 10-66 INFINITI 46 (D) K Frost 10-9-7 W Pyle (7) 
B Sayette 
6 (6) 056-3 SPANTIK 18 R Fell & S Murray 6-9-5 J Hart 


7 (13) 4-013 BONNE VITESSE 21 (D) M Hammond 5-9-4 A Brookes (5) 


8 (2)50346 WHERES THE CRUMPET 18 (P) D Thompson 5-9-4 
P Dennis 


) 
) 
) 
5 (7) 1-322 COLD HENRY 17 (CD) Sara Ender 4-9-6 
) 
) 
) 


3.30 Handicap (AW) (£3,245: 1m 4f) (8) 


1 (5)25235 ISLE OF WOLVES 37 (B) H Bethell 7-10-4 B Curtis 
2 (8) -5335 THIS ONES FOR FRED 17 P Evans 5-9-13 H Doyle 
3 (4)14056 HUSCARI 28 (P.C) J Osborne 4-9-12 N Currie 
4 (3) 40-00 REMEDIUM 86 B J Llewellyn 5-9-11 J Bryan 
5 (6) 0/50- ASCOT DAY 403 (P,D) B J Llewellyn 9-9-11 J Williams (5) 
6 (2) 5360- BAD ATTITUDE J94 (P,D) L Morgan 6-9-4 K O'Neill 
7 (1)03500 KANUHURA 23 Mrs L Mongan 4-9-2 W Carson 
8 (7) 05-66 LADY BRYANSTON 20 (P) R Hughes 3-9-0 G Rooke 


9-4 Isle of Wolves, 3-1 Lady Bryanston, 7-2 Huscari, 5-1 This Ones For Fred, 
10-1 Ascot Day, 20-1 Bad Attitude, 25-1 Remedium, Kanuhura. 


4.00 Novice Stakes (2-Y-0: £3,564: 6f) (12) 


1 () 1DODDIE'SIMPACT 102 C Cox 9-11 P Dobbs 
2 (9) 51 PROFESSOR TICKLE 29 (D) D Loughnane 9-11 
Laura Pearson (3) 
3 (1) ANOTHER JACK (H) K Jewell 9-4 G Rooke 
4 (10) 3 BATTLEOFBALTIMORE 29 (T) Dylan Cunha 9-4 G Cheyne 
5 (7  44JUSTAHUNCH 23 Darryll Holland 9-4 JF Egan 
6 90 MYSTERIOUS SOUL D F Davis 9-4 K Stott 
7 (4) 041 THE GOOD BISCUIT 4 (D) Jack Channon 9-4 C Bishop 
8 (1) 34 CHERRY HILL 35 D F Davis 8-13 N Callan 
9 (5) 00 DREAM OF KEDA 39 R Cook & J Bridger 8-13 
Rose Dawes (5) 
10 2) EMIRATES ANGEL Alice Haynes 8-13 K O'Neill 
1102) ORANGE ROSETTA L Dace 8-13 A Keeley (3) 
12 (6) TENTATIVELY J Osborne 8-13 N Currie 


3-1 Doddie's Impact, 4-1 Mysterious Soul, 9-2 Professor Tickle, 7-1 The Good 
Biscuit, 8-1 Justahunch, 10-1 Cherry Hill, Battleofbaltimore, Emirates Angel. 


4.30 Nursery QC-Y-O: £3,873: 6f) (12) 


3 (3)04006 COPPER MOUNTAIN 5 (T,V,D) M & D Easterby 4-9-12 
Lewis Chalkley (7) 


4 (7) 00301 GOOD HUMOR 12 (B,T,CD) J Butler 6-9-10 — J Fisher (5) 
5 (1)22645 THOMAS EQUINAS 9 (P) D Ivory 4-9-8 Jefferson Smith 
6 (15) 00032 FNDEESS SEASON 18 (P) P Charalambous & J Clutterbuck 


L Morris 
7 (10) 00663 ADACE 9 (P,D) D Ivory 5-9-5 C Howarth (5) 
8 (4) 00-05 IMPRINT 18 (H,P) M Rimell 4-9-5 S Osborne 
9 (5) 06-51 HITCHED 16 (H,D) D M Simcock 3-9-5 C Shepherd 
10 (6) 0035 BRIGITTE 32 J Fanshawe 3-9-3 R Scott 


11(11) 32400 CLOSENESS 106 (H,T) D & C Kubler 5-9-3 J Mitchell 
12(14) 000-P AMAL 41 J R Jenkins 5-9-3 Sorin Moldoveanu (7) 
13 (8) 00-00 ARTEMISIA GENTILE 57 J R Jenkins 4-9-3 CLee 
14(12) 5-000 HAVECHATMA 34 D Ivory 3-9-2 Jimmy Quinn 
15 (2) 0-002 PRIMROSE MAID 27 (H) C Dunnett 3-8-9 R Ffrench 
100-30 Hitched, 7-2 Good Humor, 6-1 Galileo Glass, 8-1 Handel, Thomas Equinas, 
10-1 Adace, 12-1 Endless Season, 14-1 Imprint, Copper Mountain, Brigitte. 


2.50 Novice Stakes (2-Y-0: £3,672: 5f) (11) 


1 (9) _ 31 HARVANNA 26 (D) KR Burke 9-9 CLee 
2 (8) 0 HORSE WHISPERER 49 (T) C Dwyer 9-2 A Farragher (3) 
3 (6) UNAVAILABLE C Banham 9-2 J Haynes 
4 (4) 442 WHOOP WHOOP 17 (BF) R Beckett 9-2 Rossa Ryan 
5 (10) 00 CALIFORNIA STATE 26 J Butler 9-0 D Keenan 
6 (1) 42 KITTY BENNET 17 E Walker 9-0 S Osborne 
7_() TOMSHALFSISTER R Cowell 9-0 J Mitchell 
8 (5 TOOSHA J Butler 9-0 L Morris 
9 (11) 06 WILLOWBANK 49 (T) C Fellowes 9-0 C Shepherd 
10 (3) 3 TANGLED UP IN BLUE 16 A West 8-12 CBennett 
11 (7) 0 VIA BLANCA 29 (H) Miss A Murphy 8-12 R Scott 


13-8 Whoop Whoop, 5-2 Harvanna, 5-1 Kitty Bennet, 6-1 Tangled Up In Blue, 14-1 
Toosha, 16-1 Tomshalfsister, 20-1 Willowbank, 33-1 Via Blanca, Unavailable. 


9 (9)53232 BAEZ 9 J Goldie 4-9-1 P Mulrennan 


1 (10) 6636 STATES 14 (P) R Hughes 9-10 G Rooke i rk y 
2. (3) 22321 GREY GRAY 30 (O E Dunlop 9-9 H Turner 220. tandicapiDi es einen do) . 
1 (8) 22131 SUN FESTIVAL 8 (P,D) Joseph Parr 5-9-13(5ex) L Morris 
SD: SIDE IMG ORDERS SG A Watson 5 H Doyle | 5 (4) 12404 CALCUTTA DREAM 30 (H,P,D) M & D Easterby 5-9-12 
4 Q2) 442 MEDIATE ALEXANDER 32 C Cox 9-5 R Hornby dd À Farragher (3) 
5 (4) 004 MOREGINPLEASE 43 J Ryan 9-5 N Currie | 3 (9)46162 CRAZY SPIN 44 (T.V) | Furtado 7-9-9 Dale Swift 
6 (8) _060 DIDDY MAN 36 (P) T Dascombe 9-4 LCatton(5) | 4 (1) -0644 HANOVERIAN KING 39 (B) S Pearce 5-9-4 — J Mitchell 
7 (11) 0545 PART TIME BRITAIN 17 P Evans 9-4 B Curtis | 5 (6) 06-64 LA ESPANOLA 20 (T) D Menuisier 3-9-3 ^ Rossa Ryan 
8 (6 545 FOREVER A DIAMOND 35 W Muir & C Grassick 9-4 K Stott | 6 (2) 00000 CAZEVA PRINCESS 12 (P,1,0 M Appleby 6-9-3 C Howarth 
9 (5) 005 LAND OF MAGIC 26 R Cook &JBridger9-3 — KO'Neill | 7 (5) 4-606 CALLEVERYONEUKNOW 20 (H) Miss A Murphy 3-9-2 
10(9) 040 SEVEN ACES 30 R Hannon 9-2 P Dobbs R Kavanagh (7) 
11 (7) 600 LINE OF FIRE 30 B Millman 9-2 T Whelan 8 (3) 00004 ROYAL DESIGN 3 (P,T) P McEntee 3-9-0 C Shepherd 
12 (2) 500 RISING FORCE 41 (V) J Tate 8-12 N Callan | 9 C) 00-55 LITTLE TIGER 30 (P) W Stone 3-9-0 D Keenan 
3-1 Grey Gray, 4-1 Mediate Alexander, 11-2 Defying Orders, 8-1 Forever 10(10) -0541 GOBLET OF FIRE 21 N Tinkler 3-8-12 R Scott 


10 o 00365 TRAILBLAZER 13 (B) A Nicol 4-9-1 P Hanagan À Diamond, Rising Force, 12-1 States, Seven Aces, 16-1 others. 

11 (1) 45032 LORD TORRANAGA 32 (C) P Kirby 8-9-0 G Lee "T 

12 (5) 255-4 JACK YEATS 29 W Coltherd 7-9-0 CBeasley | 2-05 Fillies’ Stakes (£4,104: 71) (6) 

13 (8) 26322 VISITANT 15 (P) D Thompson 10-8-5 PMathers | 1 (2) 6 ELEUTHEROMANIA 82 Sir M Stoute 3-9-2 P Dobbs 

100-30 Cold Henry, 4-1 Baez, 6-1 Lord Torranaga, 13-2 Spantik, 15-2 Visitant, 2 (4) 2402- IVORY MADONNA 289 (BF) R Spencer 3-9-2 H Doyle 

12-1 Bonne Vitesse, Wheres The Crumpet, The Dancing Poet. 3 (0) KUMARI STAR G Baker 3-9-2 N Callan 
r 4 © NIBRAS ANGEL | Mohammed 3-9-2 K Stott 

4.40 Handicap (3-V-0: £4,004: 7f) (8) 5 (5) OPTIMAL SINN M Madgwick 3-9-2 G Rooke 

1 (8) 66-44 GRANNY B 23 J J Quinn 9-11 JHart | 6 (3) 2-426 TIMES EYE 22 (P,BF) R Beckett 3-9-2 R Hornby 

2 (2) 50-26 VALSTAR 62 (B) T Easterby 9-8 S B Kirrane (3) 8-11 Ivory Madonna, 3-1 Time's Eye, 13-2 Eleutheromania, 10-1 Nibras Angel, 

3 (7) 00-12 BARROLO 20 (BF) G Tuer 9-7 S James 20-1 Kumari Star, 50-1 Optimal Sinn. 

4 (5)04000 RED SHIELD 21 W Coltherd 9-6 C Beasley 

5 (3) 0-500 CAWTHORNES GEM 23 (BT) TEasterby 9-6 DAllaa | 5.40 Handicap (£5129: 5f) (7) 

6 (9 2120 CAMACHO STAR £9 K Ryan $3 TEaves | 4 (6) 20244 LIPSINK 12 (V,D) R Cowell 6-9-11 N Callan 

7 (6) 00-0 SECRET JOY 32M & D Easterby 9-2 SGray | 5 (7) 24362 SO SMART 27 (D) P Evans 4-9-11 B Curtis 

8 (1) 0000 SELBY'S JOY 37 T Coyle 8-10 CHardie 


5-4 Barrolo, 4-1 Granny B, 13-2 Camacho Star, 8-1 Secret Joy, Valstar, 


3 (3) 46206 BETWEENTHESTICKS 23 (P,D) Jack Channon 3-9-9 
Rose Dawes (5) 


Evens Sun Festival, 9-2 Goblet Of Fire, 5-1 Crazy Spin, 11-2 Calcutta Dream, 
14-1 Hanoverian King, 16-1 La Espanola, 33-1 Little Tiger, Royal Design. 


3.50 Handicap (Div II: £5,234: 1m 2f) (9) 


1 (8) -0050 FEN TIGER 18 (B) J Feilden 5-9-12 C Bennett 
2 (2) 0-362 FILLYFUDGE 9 Miss A Murphy 4-9-10 L Edmunds 
3 (3) 06326 MILLICENT 14 K Frost 6-9-4 SW Kelly 
4 (1)05666 RUSHMORE 7 C Banham 5-9-3 J Haynes 
5 (5) 0-000 SUNSET IN PARIS J14 J R Jenkins 5-9-3 CLee 
6 (7) -6305 ANGEL OF PEACE 23 (P) E Walker 3-9-2 S Osborne 
7 (4)06625 WHO LOVES YOU BABY 11 (P,BF) J Ryan 3-9-2 D Keenan 
8 (6) 0-003 MONT VALLON 16 (P) S C Williams 3-9-0 — C Shepherd 
9 (9) 0-006 OCEAN RIDGE 38 (H,T) S Durack 3-8-13 J Mitchell 


2-1Fillyfudge, 100-30 Angel Of Peace, 13-2 Who Loves You Baby, 7-1 Millicent, 8-1 
Mont Vallon, Fen Tiger, 10-1 Rushmore, 25-1 Ocean Ridge, 50-1 Sunset In Paris. 


4.20 Handicap (£3,768: 7f) (8) 


14-1 Cawthornes Gem, Red Shield, 33-1 Selby's Joy. 4 (1) 00212 SKALLYWAG BAY 9 (D) R Hannon 3-9-5 PDobbs | 1 (6) -5225 DION BAKER 18 (P) M Wigham 4-10-3 A Farragher (3) 
; . | F DE | 5 (2) -2466 DYNAMITE KATIE 17 G Harris 3-9-3 KO'Neil | 2 (2) 1-000 THE SPOTLIGHT KID 28 (D) D Ivory 410-2 J Smith 
810 Handicap G-Y-0: £3,873: 1m) (7) 510 Handicap (Div I: £4,004: 7f) (10) 6 (4) 54120 DALBY FOREST 118 D) D M Simok 48-13 HTurner | 3 (1) 21222 OKEANOS 12(P,BF,D)|Furtado4-10-1 Dale Swift 
1 (4) 352 BEAUTIFULASALWAYS 22 (T) G Boughey 9-10 1 (5) 0-006 MR TREVOR 5 (D) Mrs A Duffield 5-9-9 DAllan | 7 (5) 4560- JUST THAT LORD 331 (D) R Brisland 10-8-12 — HDoyle | 4 (4) 15-15 ANGLO SAXSON 28 (8F,CD) Patrick Owens 6-9-13 
B Loughnane (3) 2 (8) 62125 MUTANAASEQ 27 (BF,CD) R Carr 8-9-8 JP Sullivan 7-4 Skallywag Bay, 3-1 So Smart, 11-2 Lipsink, 7-1 Betweenthesticks, Dalby T Hammer Hansen 
2 (3) 50-66 NEW DAYRELL 26 (H) W Muir & CGrassick 9-9 R Dawson | 3 (1) 66002 MAGICAL EFFECT 7 (B,CD) R Carr 11-9-7 B Sanderson (3) | Forest, 12-1 Just That Lord, 20-1 Dynamite Katie i 5 (3) 14302 CARIAD 27 (P) G Scott 3-9-6 C Shepherd 
3 (5) 0-43 MIDSUMMER MUSIC 13 R Teal 9-9 SMLevey | 4 (3) -6520 ROUND THE ISLAND 9 (B,CD) Simon Whitaker 1025 — : ' | 6 (7) 50446 AZEEZAN 12 (B) J Butler 3-9-0 L Morris 
4 (1) 3621 KRACKING 13 (H) C Cox 9-9 J Fahy ennis 7 (5) 43026 BRAZEN ARROW 6 (B,H) C Dunnett 5-8-11 — R Ffrench 
5 (7) 4-000 KEY LOOK 19 (P,CD) P Midgley 6-9-3 G Lee À : : 
5 (6) 4-340 ALICE KNYVET 28 (H,T,BF) H & R Charlton 9-8 K Shoemark A 8 (8) 50355 GOOSE ROCK 11 (T) J Ryan 3-8-10 J Mitchell 
6 (7) 42626 OUTRACE 18 (D) R Hannon 9-3 Tyrese Cameron (7) E (10) 41200 AGONYCLITE 13 (BF) B Haslam ua P Mulrennan Course special ists 5-4 Okeanos, 9-2 Anglo Saxson, 6-1 Cariad, 8-1 Dion Baker, Azeezan, 12-1 The 
(6) 04000 RAIN CAP 32 (V,C,D) J Riches 6-9-0 SB Kirrane (3) = : = AEE, 
7 (2)62405 THE JACKLER 6 (B) B Meehan 9-2 D Probert Bath: Trainers J Tickle, 3 winners from Spotlight Kid, 14-1 Brazen Arrow, 25-1 Goose Rock. 
- > - 8 (4) 06030 GINATO 7 (B,C) R Fell & S Murray 5-8-12 J Hart : 
9-4 Kracking, 3-1 Beautifulasalways, 11-2 The Jackler, 13-2 Midsummer 9. (5) 6-005 KING OF EUROPE 7 (T) M & D Easterby 4-8-9 S Gray 9 runners, 33.396; R Varian, 8 from 24, 33.396. 4.55 Handicap (4397. 5) (12) 
+ » n = H ji |o. "ei y : 
Music, 15-2 New Dayrell, Alice Knyvet, 12-1 Outrace. 10 (2) 00000 SIR DOTTI 22 A Crook 6-8-9 T Hardie Jockeys J Fahy, 5 winners from 28 rides, 17.9%; p 


8.45 Handicap (£3,245: 1m 2f) (11) 


1 (9)03-06 AZAMHAN 43 (D) R G Hawker 5-10-0 
Elisha Whittington (5) 


5-2 Magical Effect, 3-1 Mutanaaseq, 8-1 Ginato, Round The Island, Key Look, 
Mr Trevor, 12-1 Agonyclite, King Of Europe. 


5.45 Handicap (Div II: £4,004: 7f) (10) 


Mollie Phillips, 8 from 50, 16%. 


1 (2) 60221 LEVEL UP 6 (V,D) P Evans 4-10-1 O Lewis (7) 


Catterick: Trainers K A Ryan, 11 from 50, 22%; 
B Ellison, 12 from 60, 2096. Jockeys M Winn, 
3 from 11, 27.3%; O Orr, 3 from 12, 25%. 


Kempton Park: Trainers S & E Crisford, 24 from 
107, 22.4%; J & T Gosden, 33 from 156, 21.2%. 
Jockeys Kaiya Fraser, 3 from 9, 33.3%; W Buick, 
54 from 246, 22%. 


2 (8) 62230 KENTUCKY KINGDOM 30 (D) H Evans 7-10-0 D Costello 1 (6) 00003 ASMUND 19 (B,BF,D) D Carroll 6-9-9 Z Wheatley (5) 
3 (3) -1511 GALACTIC GLOW 7 (P,T,CD) J Tickle 6-9-13(5ex) T Fisher 2 (10) 01350 OBEE JO 13 (P,CD) T Easterby 7-9-8 D Allan 
4 (7) 50112 BLUE HERO 25 (H,BF,CD) A Wintle 5-9-12 F Marsh 3 (9) -0021 LIBERTY BREEZE 32 (CD) Simon Whitaker 5-9-6 M Winn 
5 (6) 15534 CITY ESCAPE 95 (B,E,D) M Loughnane 6-9-12 R Dawson 4 (5) 540-0 CABINET MAKER 29 (P) R Menzies 4-9-5 — P Mulrennan 
6 (11) 36-6 RUN AT DAWN 16 (P) N Hawke 4-9-9 T Buckley (3) 5 (7) 000-0 MUSICALITY 53 M Hammond 6-9-3 A Brookes (5) 
7 (1)11021 GALLIMIMUS 8 (P,D) G Boughey 3-9-9(6ex) B Loughnane 6 (8) -4466 WITHOUT DELAY 19 T Waggott 4-9-2 W Pyle (7) 
8 (10) 25223 LHEBAYEB 37 (H,T,BF) V Dartnall 5-9-6 K Shoemark 7 (1) 40-00 DOOMSDAY 58 (V,CD) Liam Bailey 4-9-0 J Hart 
9 (4) 31241 PINK LILY 11 (CD) R Hannon 3-9-5 A Voikhansky (5) 8 (3) -3005 FINAL FRONTIER 19 (H,CD) R Carr 10-8-12 T Eaves 
10 (5) 0-053 SUSANBEQUICK 25 Joe Ponting 4-9-0 L Keniry 9 (2) 60000 MADAM ARKATI 74 C Fairhurst 4-8-10 A Elliott 
11 (2) 0-000 PRIVATE BRYAN 34 (B) E De Giles 4-9-0 D Probert 10 (4) 06506 GENEVIEVE 2 (V) J Goldie 4-8-10 S James 


100-30 Galactic Glow, 4-1 Gallimimus, 9-2 Pink Lily, 11-2 Blue Hero, 
6-1 Lhebayeb, 8-1 City Escape, 16-1 Susanbequick, 20-1 Kentucky Kingdom. 


5-4 Liberty Breeze, 3-1 Asmund, 5-1 Without Delay, Obee Jo, 20-1 Final 
Frontier, 25-1 Cabinet Maker, 33-1 Doomsday, 50-1 others. 


Lingfield Park: Trainers D Cunha, 3 from 10, 3096; 
Sir M Stoute, 18 from 67, 26.9%. Jockeys N Callan, 
11 from 65, 16.9%; N Callan, 11 from 65, 16.9%. 


Yarmouth: Trainers R Beckett, 3 from 9, 33.3%; 
J & T Gosden, 22 from 81, 27.2%. Jockeys 

A Farragher, 4 from 20, 2096; J Mitchell, 

24 from 130, 18.596. 


(3) -4042 REGAL ENVOY 14 (D) W Knight 4-10-0 


(7) -3213 DARK SIDE PRINCE 48 (P,D) Jessica Macey 6-9-12 


2 C Shepherd 
E) 

L Edmunds 
4 
5 


(5) 24650 THISMYDREAM 12 (P,D) M Attwater 4-9-10 D Keenan 


(8) 12424 HAN SOLO BERGER 38 (V,BF,CD) R Cowell 8-9-10 
J Mitchell 


(9) 41150 BANG ON THE BELL 12 (B,CD) J R Jenkins 4-9-10 C Lee 


(6) 32232 MAN ON A MISSION 103 (BF,D) P Charalambous & 
J Clutterbuck 4-9-9 L Morris 


8 (1) 250-6 DIOMED SPIRIT 23 (D) S C Williams 3-9-9 Rossa Ryan 


9 (12) 66600 WATERMELON SUGAR 29 C Banham 4-9-6  J Haynes 
10 (4) 0-315 ALPINE GIRL 23 (BF,D) J Fanshawe 3-9-5 R Scott 
11(11) -2154 SASSY REDHEAD 25 W Stone 3-9-1 A Farragher (3) 


12(10) 00604 GLORY HALLELUJAH 16 (V,D) N Tinkler 4-9-0 A Jary (7) 
100-30 Regal Envoy, 9-2 Man On A Mission, 5-1 Alpine Girl, Level Up, 7-1 Han 
Solo Berger, 10-1 Dark Side Prince, Diomed Spirit, 16-1 others. 


Yesterday’s racing results 


Pontefract 


Going: good 

2.10 (6f) 1, Keep Warm (Billy Garritty, 100-30); 
2, Dan Dee Prince (7-1); 3, Star Of Lazise (15-2). 
9 ran. NR: Time Signature, Havana Prince. 
144, 1441. M & D Easterby. 

2.45 (Im 2f 5yd)1, Star Ahoy (Tom Marquand, 
8-13 fav); 2, Wonderwall (9-1); 3, Iron Lion (3-1). 


4.30 (Im 4f 5yd) 1, Carrigillihy (D Allan, 
100-30 fav); 2, Spritzin’ (9-2); 3, Billy No Mates 
(15-2). 9 ran. Nk, 2141. T D Easterby. 

5.05 (1m 6yd) 1, Lerwick (Callum Rodriguez, 
7-4 fav); 
3, Phoenix Fire (13-2). 7 ran. 2l, 11. E Bethell. 
Placepot: £21.40. 

Quadpot: £7.90. 


Wolverhampton 


2, Paternoster Square (6-1); 


McManoman, 


11 ran. Nk, hd. W J Haggas. 

3.20 (1m 6yd) 1, Dha Leath (P J McDonald, 
9-1); 2, Espressoo (11-1); 3, Purplepay (7-4 fav). 
9 ran. 1l, nk. G P Cromwell. 

3.55 (6f) 1, Kitai (J Fanning, 2-1 fav; Rob 
Wright's nap); 2, It Just Takes Time (5-1); 
3, Earls (15-2). 7 ran. 2441, 11. Charlie Johnston. 


Going: standard 

2.30 (1m 1f 104yd) void race. 

3.05 (1m 1f 104yd) 1, Value Added (W Buick, 
11-8 fav); 2, Queen Regent (4-1); 3, Quantum 
Light (4-1). 10 ran. NR: Looklikewemadeit. 
1I, 6l. R Hughes. 

3.40 (5f 21yd) 1, Spanish Angel (J P Sullivan, 


24 fav); 2, Cuban Grey (10-1); 3, Tathmeen 
(9-1). 8 ran. NR: Captain's Bar, Harry With 
Style, Sabah AI Ward. 341, sh hd. Mrs R Carr. 
4.15 (6f 20yd) 1, Sharp Power (W Buick, 8-11 
fav); 2, Mojeyrr (6-1); 3, Imperial Dream (11-2). 
11 ran. NR: Pedrar, Run Cmc. 11, 1341. R Hughes. 
4.50 (6f 20yd) 1, Show Compassion (Faye 
13-2); 
3, Struck Gold (11-2). 11 ran. NR: Arlecchino's 
Gift, Magic Gem. 1 
5.25 (6f 20yd) 1, Bungle Bay (Joe Leavy, 17-2); 
2, Peachey Carnehan (9-1); 3, Boarhunt (14-1). 
13 ran. Hd, 2341. H J Evans. 

5.55 (7f 36yd) 1, Tea Garden (Christian 
Howarth, 11-2); 2, All Dunn (9-2); 3, Spartakos 
(7-2 fav). 12 ran. Sh hd, 1441. Alex French. 


Placepot: £17.80. 


1/1, hd. M Dods. 


Brighton 


Sh hd, 2441. R Varian. 


Going: good to firm 


2, Yaahobby (6-1); 


Quadpot: £11.80. 


6.00 (5f 60yd) 1, Kodi Dancer (S M Levey, 
9-2); 2, Tilsworth Ony Ta (4-1); 3, Notre Maison 
(11-10 fav). 7 ran. 1,11. M Murphy & M Keady. 
6.30 (6f 210yd) 1, The African Queen 
(N Callan, 11-8 fav); 2, Lady Ava (7-1); 3, Vice 
Captain (3-1). 4 ran. 1341, 11. Charlie Johnston. 
7.00 (im 1f 207yd) 1, Chips And Rice 
(S M Levey, Evens fav); 2, Giovanni Baglione 
(11-2); 3, Mrembo (4-1). 6 ran. NR: Forward 
Flight. 314l, 341. J R Fanshawe. 

7.30 (7f 216yd) 1, Reel Power (T P Queally, 
33-1); 2, Madrinho (10-1); 3, Ceilidh (4-1). 10 ran. 
NR: Plymouth Rock. 241, ns. M McGrath. 
8.00 (6f 210yd) 1, Bonkersinabundance 
(Aidan Keeley, 3-1); 2, Film Star (9-4 fav); 


forward to Kempton Park today. 
Placepot: £414.40. 


Uttoxeter 


3, Spanish Mane (14-1). 7 ran. NR: Storymaker. 


8.30 (5f 215yd) 1, Eight Mile (Billy Loughnane, 
15-2); 2, Imperiousity (5-1); 3, Deep Spirit (33-1). 
7 ran. NR: King Elvis. 21/1, 4341. George Scott. 
Jackpot: Not won. Pool of £5,190.62 carried 


Quadpot: £43.10. 


6.40 (2m 3f 207yd hdle)1, Call Me Tara (Daire 
Davis, 13-8 fav); 2, Walk Of No Shame (7-4); 
3, Autumn Blaze (125-1). 4 ran. NR: Bon Retour, 
Komedy Kicks. 401, 101. F O'Brien. 

710 (2m 7f 70yd hdle) 1, Butler's Brief 
(Nick Scholfield, 3-1); 2, Tango Echo Charlie 
(15-8 fav); 3, Just Sophie (7-2. 5 ran. NR: 
El Kaldoun. 1341, 341. A Ralph. 

7.40 (im 7f 214yd ch) 1, Gambie Tiep (L 
Harrison, 6-5 fav); 2, Lonimoss Bareliere (9-1); 3, 


Going: heavy (soft in places) 


Scholar. 8l, 7l. O Murphy. 


5.35 Qm 4f ch) 1, A Different Kind 
(B S Hughes, 8-11 fav); 2, Silver Sheen (3-1); 
3, Donnie Azoff (3-1). 121, 191. D McCain Jr. 

6.10 (1m 7f 168yd hdle) 1, Liverpool Knight 
(Lewis Stones, 3-1); 2, The Big Jetaway 
(100-30); 3, Star Legend (7-2). 7 ran. NR: Our 


Millies Mite (20-1). 9 ran. NR: Famoso, Gouet Des 
Bruyeres, Twistedfirestarter. 121, 541. B Pauling. 
8.10 (1m 7f 168yd hdle) 1, Rock On Tommy 
(Lewis Stones, 8-1); 2, Coeur Aimant (9-2); 
3, Robber's Bridge (100-30). 8 ran. NR: African 
Sun, Beautiful Surprise, Lightening 
Company, Pot Of Paint. 5l, nk. O Murphy. 

Placepot: £116.60. Quadpot: £17.40. 
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Sport The Ashes 


‘Foakes is top class 
but he has missed 
chances as well 


Are England right to stick with Bairstow? Is it all over 
for Warner? And will Anderson play again? Times | 
cricket writers answer questions posed by subscribers f y 


1.0) Streets 

Do you think Ben Foakes has become 

a better and better keeper the less he 
plays? His fan club seems to think he’s 
infallible. He really isn't and he's made 
plenty of errors when he has played. 

I also think he's very poor on reviews 

— an important skill these days. 


Mike Atherton 

It is usually the way, that a player's 
reputation improves when he is out of 
the team. Foakes is high class but you 
are right, he has missed chances when 
he has played. All wicketkeepers do. 


Elizabeth Ammon 

I actually disagree he’s poor on reviews. 
Or at least hes no worse than Jonny 
Bairstow on them. My issue is not with 
Bairstow keeping but more that he 
doesn't seem to be moving quite right 
because of the injury. There was a 
graphic I saw that shows he hasn't got 
his weight distributed evenly because 
ofthe broken leg. I wonder if the injury 
has an impact. 


Simon Wilde 

You'rerightthat Foakes is not infallible, 
but he is very good. There have been 
some concerns about his batting ability 
against the fastest bowling, but then 
you can say that about a lot of players. 


2. G Jones 

England are rubbish at Lord's, and 
have been since before my dad was 
born. Do we need two Lord's Tests 
every summer when there are 
deserving grounds that miss out on 
big games every year? 


Atherton 

They have been much better at Lord's 
in more recent times. I dont think 
Lord's should have two Tests automati- 
cally, especially if the membership 
behaves as it did last week, and the 
arrival of Cardiff, Durham and South- 
ampton as international grounds, along 
with Somerset/Gloucestershire etc 
adds pressure on the process. However, 
Lord’s one factor is the touring team: 
ask the touring team which is the one 
ground they want to play at and the 
answer would be Lords. 


Ammon 

A large part of it is that touring teams 
really do like to play there. They like the 
opportunity to get their name on the 
honours board, they like the history, the 
prestige, the Long Room and the food. 
But I would only let them have two 
Tests if there are seven Tests in each 
summer which I believe there should be 
(over two series). 


Wilde 

I don’t think England should play fewer 
Tests at Lords because their record 
there is sketchy. Rather, other big 
grounds deserve games and routinely 
one of Leeds, Manchester, Nottingham 
and Birmingham misses out on even 
one Test each year. For the next Ashes 
in 2027 there is not one match in the 
north, no Leeds or Manchester, which 
are both great venues for Aussie Tests. 


3. Chris Gott 

James Anderson may soon be fit to 
return, but is putting him back in the 
team a good idea? Josh Tongue has 
proven to be a more than adequate 
replacement, but should we not also 
be looking for a full-time replacement, 
and have we found him in Tongue? 


Atherton 

Its amazing to me how short-term 
readers’ opinions are. One bad game 
and it’s curtains, one good game and a 
player is a world-beater. Obviously, you 
must recognise when a player needs to 
be replaced, but those decisions need 
careful attention. Two indifferent 
games on slow, flat pitches don't prove 
anything about Anderson. Tongue 
bowled well at Lord's though. 


Ammon 

Ireally would advise against writing off 
Anderson. We've done that before and 
he's come back better. I think they'll 
play him at Old Trafford for his local 
knowledge, the fact that he'll have had 
two weeks off and he'll probably prefer 
the conditions to Edgbaston or Lords. 


Wilde 

England need to pick the best XI to win 
at Old Trafford. They tried planning for 
the future before and realised Stuart 
Broad and Anderson were still the best. 
A lot depends on the pitch: if it's another 
Kryptonite pitch like the first and 
second Tests there won't be much for 
Anderson, but I suspect it won't be. 


4. Douglas Campbell 

What changes would you make to the 
Australia XI at Old Trafford? Should 
Warner go? 


Atherton 

David Warner to play. Mitchell Marsh 
to play. Josh Hazlewood to play for 
Scott Boland. 


Ammon 

They really need to play a spinner but 
Hazlewood in for Boland and I expect 
Marsh will play. I wonder if they will get 
Cameron Green back in somehow. 


Wilde 
Hazlewood for Boland is a no-brainer. 


Bairstow v Foakes 


Wicketkeeping 


53 Tests 20 
100 Innings 38 
204 Dismissals 63 
2.04 Dismissals per inns 1.657 
191 Catches 57 

13 Stumpings 6 

Batting 

93 Tests 20 
165 Innings 36 
5623 Runs 934 
36.51 Average 32.20 
167* High score 1137 

24 Half centuries 4 

12 Centuries 2 


Keep everyone else. Green is a fine 
fielder and slightly better bowler than 
Marsh, but Marsh has to play after his 
runs in Leeds: Green could not have 
played those innings. 


5. J Cole 
What sort of pitches will best suit 
England over the final two games? 


Atherton 

I'd have faith in the team and ask the 
groundsman to prepare the best cricket 
pitch he can. If the players are good 
enough, the best team will win out on 
good surfaces. Headingley was the best 
pitch of the three by far. 


Ammon 
Althoughtheresbeenalotofraininthe 
past couple of weeks, the pitches are 
still pretty dry. But ideally they'll be 
ones that are like Headingley, a good 
pitch that produces good cricket. 


Wilde 

England have lost on pitches that were 
slow, and won onthe onethat had more 
life. Before the series, the thought was 
that if conditions favoured the faster 
bowlers, Australia would do better and 
England's attacking batsmen would 
struggle, but Headingley showed Baz- 
ball batting can have a premium in such 
circumstances. So, two more pitches 
with something for the seamers please. 


6. Anne Davies 

There seems to be a shortage of 
bowlers of real pace at the moment, 
but there must surely be raw talent 
out there at the schools, particularly 
state schools, where cricket may not 
be played. Are there programmes for 
cricket, especially in areas where the 
cost of equipment may be a barrier? 
Atherton 

Its a hugeissue. When I was at primary 
School, cricket was still played in a 
major way in state schools and coach- 
ing was offered free by the local educa- 
tion authority. That does not exist now 
and cricket's cost needs to be tackled. 
Counties must make their pathways 
free and anything that reduces cost of 
time and money to parents is good. 


Ammon 

Chance to Shine run an excellent 
primary school programme but it's not 
really there for talent scouting. The 
clubs need more support to attract 
children. The All Stars and Dynamo 
programmes are a start but talent 
scouting is an issue across the country. 


Wilde 

With cricket in schools so scarce, local 
clubs seem to do the heavy lifting and 
thesevary in quality. An express bowler 
like Mark Wood is rare; English cricket 
has produced very few of his type, 
partly as our climate does not lend itself 
to hard pitches that reward someone 
for bending their back. The ECB does 
run fast-bowling programmes though. 
© To be part of our live Q&As become 
an online subscriber at: https:// 
www.thetimes.co.uk/subscribe/ 


Chris Woakes batting per position 


Postition Matches Innings Total Runs Average Strike Rate High Score 
No6 B 4 105 5 53:29 58 

No7 5 6 281 70.25 68.7 137* 

No8 B2 49 935 22.8 4772 66 

No9 12 17 396 30.46 56.65 61* 


| How his Test batting record compares 


Matches Innings Total Runs Average Strike Rate High Score 
England 
Woakes 46 76 1717 2814 52.60 187 
Wood 29 49 681 17.02 69.27 52 
k Robinson 19 31 352 13.53 55.34 42 
f Anderson 181 253 1,327 9.21 39.75 81 
Broad 165 241 3,640 181 6518 169 
Tongue 2 2 10 66.66 19 
Australia 
Cummins 53 75 1054 16.46 42.24 63 
Starc 80 115 1937 21.52 63.67 99 
Murphy 5 8 10 5511 41 
Boland 10 Ti 6.71 36.43 20 
Lyon 122 153 1,374 12.6 50 47 
Hazlewood 61 73 451 11.56 451 39 


Woakes made a crucial contribution of 32 not out with the bat at Headingley on 


"Wizard' looked done 


Steve James 


The ball was full and very wide from 
Mitchell Starc, and Chris Woakes 
simply could not resist the invitation to 
drive, going after it with the sort of 
abandon that Bazball not only permits 
but positively encourages. 

Thankfully for Woakes and England, 
no contact with the edge of the bat was 
made. Starc smiled, as did Woakes 
while practising the stroke with a good 
deal more control. It was the very first 
ball that Woakes faced on Sunday, with 
his side six wickets down and with 80 
runs still required for a third-Test win 
needed to keep the Ashes series alive. 

At the time into the notebook went 
only one word — “nervy”. Of course 
Woakes was nervy, not only because a 
whole cricketing public was willing him 
to support Harry Brook in a match- 
winning partnership, but because he 
had endured such a torrid time at the 
crease in the first innings. 

It was probably surprise as much as 
anything that led to that windy waft. 
Woakes was doubtless expecting the 
short stuff that had so discomforted 
him in that first knock at Headingley. 

As a result, the Australians gave him 
one off the mark to his sixth ball — not 
some chivalrous gesture from a bygone 
agebutso he could facethe next over in 
which they fancied taking his wicket 
fairly swiftly. And therein lies the moral 


of the Chris Woakes story: do not 
underestimate the “wizard” (a nick- 
name since an England Under-19 tour 
when the squad were playing darts and 
had to give each other names). 

When the Australia captain, Pat 
Cummins, reintroduced himself to the 
attack to pepper Woakes, Australia not 
only sensed victory, but almost expect- 
ed it. Initially, Woakes did little to disa- 
buse them of that notion, two edges 
landing just safely. Was it only a matter 
of time before the seventh wicket? 

Not to Brook, it wasn't. On Sunday 
night, the ECB’s social media team 
posted a lovely video of Brook and 
Woakes sitting on the outfield, discuss- 
ing their partnership of 59, the highest 
of England's second innings. It was a 
wonderfully relaxed and human 
conversation, the sort that could easily 
have taken place with a beer. 

“I knew that they were going to get 
you on strike, so I was trying to get you 
on strike,” Brook said with a smile. 
“I had complete faith in you that you 
would face whatever they had. Even if 
they bowled bumpers to you, I was 
going to get you on strike." 

Woakes usually favours the off side 
but he had the wit to realise that, to 
Cummins in particular, it was prudent 
to move inside the line ofthe ball, how- 
ever unnatural that felt and however 
awkward it looked when twice scoop- 
ing balls over short leg for a single. 


THE TIMES | Wednesday July 12 2023 


2GM 


57 


Sport 


= à 


| Sunday afternoon, and looks set to get 


; k —! 
"o. 


<a ahd Zi E 


the chance to have an impact at Old Trafford after an unchanged squad was named 


BEN WHITLEY/ALAMY 


in Tests - now he's undroppable 


Brook departed with 21 runs still to 
get. "That was a bit stressful because I 
thought he was cruising it, Woakes 
said afterwards. But in Mark Wood, 
Woakes found a willing ally and a great 
friend, as two of the most popular and 
personable cricketers England has ever 
produced racedtheirteam overtheline. 
That Woakes scythed the winning runs 
through the off side was entirely fitting. 

Woakes removed his gloves to 
respectfully shake hands with the op- 
position and umpires, ruffling his hair a 
little as he walked off and tapping his 
bat towards the Western Terrace in ap- 
preciation of their vociferous support. 

It was the most understated of 
celebrations from the mostunderstated 
of cricketers. Woakes knows his place. 
As he said with typical modesty 
when being interviewed by a 
young girl in a social media 
clip from Warwickshire: 
"I'm OK at batting, not 
as good as the proper 
batsmen.” 

As an all-rounder 
it has been Woakes's 
mighty misfortune 
to enjoy a career that 
has coincided with 
that of Ben Stokes and, 


Woakes has bided his 
time but made the most 
of his chance with England x 


asaswing and seam bowler whose skill 
in home conditions is such that he has 
taken 100 Test wickets here at 22.69, 
one that has overlapped with those of 
James Anderson and Stuart Broad. 

Woakes has won two World Cups 
(50-over in 2019 and T20 last year), has 
made a Test century at Lord's (against 
India in 2018) and on Sunday, it was 
easy to think back to another wonder- 
ful match-winning performance with 
the bat, when he and Jos Buttler put on 
139 to win the Test against Pakistan at 
Old Trafford in 2020. 

Woakes does not possess a magnifi- 
cent record against Australia. In 13 
Tests he has taken 33 wickets at 42.27. 
With the bat he has never made a fifty, 
but this all-round contribution of excel- 

lence at Headingley will 
certainly assuage some 
of that disappoint- 

ment. You did 
wonder whether 

he would have 
another oppor- 
tunity against 
anyone in Test 
cricket, let 
alone Australia. 

He is 34 after all 

and his previous 

Test had been so 
long ago that the 
term Bazball had not 
s even been invented. 


When there was that curious episode 
before the first Test of the summer 
against Ireland, with Woakes being put 
up for media duties — which almost al- 
ways means said person is playing — 
before Josh Tongue hit a few batsmen 
in the nets to win the nod from no- 
where, you really did think that was it. 

But Woakes is classically uncom- 
plaining and bided his time. Belatedly 
summoned for Headingley, he found a 
pitch to his liking, one with bounce and 
carry. In the first innings he dismissed 
Marnus Labuschagne, Travis Head and 
Mitchell Marsh. In the second he got rid 
of Usman Khawaja and then, when 
asked to open up in wonderful bowling 
conditions on Saturday, Marsh and 
Alex Carey. There are no rabbits there. 

And then there were those runs. It 
was Duncan Fletcher who first intro- 
duced the idea to English cricket of the 
importance of lower-order runs. Many 
comparisons have already been made 
between this series and 2005, when 
Fletcher was head coach and when he 
put huge faith in the left-arm spinner 
Ashley Giles, as much for his runs at 
No8 as his steady bowling. By the same 
token, having Woakes at No8 at 
Headingley made a huge difference. 

In five Tests at Old Trafford, Woakes 
averages 47 with the bat (including that 
innings of 84 not out with Buttler in 
2020) and 18.47 with the ball. England 
cannot leave him out next week. 


Knight: ODI pressure 
will be on Australia 


Women's Ashes 
Elizabeth Ammon 


Heather Knight insists that all the pres- 
sure is on Australia heading into the 
final stretch of the Women’s Ashes — 
despite her England side knowing that 
one slip-up will cost them the trophy. 

England kept their hopes of regain- 
ing the Ashes alive by winning the T20 
leg of the multi-format series, but they 
will need to win all three one-day 
internationals. 

Knight, the England captain, admit- 
ted that her side are still “the under- 
dogs" before the one-day series which 
begins today in Bristol. 
Australia lead the 
series 6-4 on points 
with two points 
available for each 
ODI and only need 
one win from the 
three-match series to 
retain the Ashes. 

Australia won the one- 
off Test match and then 
the first of the T20s to go 6-0 up 
on points but Knight believes 
that England winning the past 
two matches has shifted the 
pressure on to Australia. 

“We had to win five games on 4 
the trot to win the Ashes, so I A47 
guess the pressure was on us as 
we were massive underdogs at 


Knight and England kept 
their hopes alive with 
a pair of T20 victories 


that point but the pressures all on them 
now. If we can keep doing what we're 
doing, keep ramping up that pressure a 
little bit,” Knight, 32, said. "We're still 
the underdogs in the context of the 
whole series but I feel like the pressure 
is not massively on us". 

It will be a big ask for Knight's team. 
Australia are dominant in the ODI 
format. Since losing in the semi-final of 
the 2017 World Cup, they have played 
45 ODIs and won 43 of them including 
their past 15 in a row. In the past five 
years, India are the only team to have 
beaten them in this format. 

The opening batter Tammy 
Beaumont, 32, returns to the side after 
her double century in the Test match at 
Trent Bridge and fast bowler Lauren 
Filer is set to make her ODI debut after 
impressing on international debut in 
the Test match. Filer, 21, brings 
genuine pace— in excess of /5mph 
— and gets good bounce. 

Knight hopes that the wave 
QM of excitement after the men’s 

Ew Test at Headingley is some- 
thing her team can tap 
into. “It was great to see 

the guys win. I think they 
have actually been quite 
parallel series they obvi- 
ously lost the first two 
games which were very 

close as well," she said. 
All three ODIs are sold out — the 
first time this has happened 
for a womens one-day 

» series in England. 


England stick with Ali at No3 


CONTINUED FROM BACK 


than a year at Headingley, taking six 
wickets and hitting the winning runs. 
The three-wicket victory has fuelled 
belief in the England dressing room 
that they can go on and win the series. 

“It [belief] has always been there,” 
Woakes, 34, said. “In that dressing 
room the beliefis we can win 3-2. dim- 
agine when youre so close to getting 
something the harder it gets and the 
Aussies will be feeling it now. Once you 
get so close to something it’s actually 
hard to get over the line. 

"We've got to turn up in Manchester 
and put in another performance. 
They’rea bloody good side. We're going 
to have to be at our best to beat them 
again. 

“It literally doesn't get any better 
than that [hitting the winning runs], I 
don't think. The feeling of that roar, the 


Western Terrace going mad. Personal- 
ly, in my biased opinion, it would have 
been better if I was doing it in front of 
the Hollies [Stand at Edgbaston] but it is 
special. If you could bottle that up for 
ever and come back to it, you would.” 

Players and coaches from both teams 
are having a week's break, with some 
having gone on short holidays to 
Europe, and they will meet up again in 
Manchester on Sunday. 

Australia are likely to make at least 
one change, with Josh Hazlewood re- 
turning to the side in place of Scott Bo- 
land. Theall-rounder Mitchell Marsh is 
likely to keep his place despite Cameron 
Green returning to full fitness. 


England squad for fourth Ashes Test 

Ben Stokes (capt), Moeen Ali, James 
Anderson, Jonnny Bairstow, Stuart Broad, 
Harry Brook, Zak Crawley, Ben Duckett, Dan 
Lawrence, Ollie Robinson, Joe Root, Josh 
Tongue, Chris Woakes, Mark Wood. 


Fury to take on Ngannou 


Boxing Tyson Fury has announced a 
clash against the mixed martial arts 
fighter Francis Ngannou in a boxing 
contest on October 28 in Saudi 
Arabia — but the Britons WBC 
heavyweight title will not be at stake. 

Fury most recently fought in 
December, stopping Derek Chisora, 
but talks over an undisputed world 
title fight against Oleksandr Usyk 
broke down this year. 

While Usyk defends his WBA, IBF 
and WBO crowns against Daniel 
Dubois next month, his fellow world 
champion will go up against someone 
with no professional boxing record. 

Ngannou built a reputation as a 
formidable puncher in becoming UFC 
heavyweight champion. 

“[He] is supposed to be the hardest 
puncher. Let's see how he reacts when 
he gets hit by the Big GK,” Fury said. 


Royal Birkdale hosts Open 


Golf The 2026 Open Championship 
will be staged at Royal Birkdale, 
tournament organisers announced 
yesterday. 

The Southport venue has hosted 
the Open ten times, with Jordan 
Spieth lifting the Claret Jug on the 
most recent visit in 2017. 

That victory gave the former 
Masters and US Open champion 
Spieth the third leg of a career grand- 
slam and he joined the likes of Peter 
Thomson, Arnold Palmer, Tom 
Watson and Pádraig Harrington in 
winning the Open at Royal Birkdale. 

The 2026 Open, which will be the 
154th Championship, is set to be held 
on July 16-19. 

This years Open gets under way at 
Royal Liverpool next week, with 
Royal Troon hosting in 2024 and 
Royal Portrush in 2025. 
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hen I lived in the Peak District 

one of the chaps down our road, 

Frank, used to shoot magpies in 

the fields at the back of our 

garden. You can do that in 
Derbyshire, during lambing season. Magpies are 
beautiful to us, but they're vicious and cruel. 
They attack defenceless lambs and eat their soft 
tissue, such as the eyes, and tongue. Magpies are 
classified legally as pests, or even vermin. Not so 
appalled by the shooting now, are you? 

Anyway, Frank was a singular sort of chap, as 
we discovered when he put his house on the 
market. He would meet prospective buyers at 
the door, effectively barring entry. “Right,” he'd 
say, "the price of this house is 45 grand. Have 
you got that, because I'm not taking a penny 
less. So don't come in if you're wasting my time.” 
And sometimes, rattled, the viewers would 
scuttle off without getting even a toe across the 
threshold, and Frank could return to decimating 
the magpie population in peace. 

Because there's nothing worse than a time- 
waster. Nothing worse than those couples who 
just enjoy having a nose around homes they 
cant possibly afford, or arrive with the sole 
intention of underbidding, selling the owner 
short. That's what Bayern Munich are doing 
with Harry Kane. They can't afford Harry Kane. 


@A ten-minute red-card review system will 
feature in this year’s Rugby World Cup. 
Obvious acts of foul play, which could be met 
with a red or yellow card, will be considered 
while a player is in the sin-bin. A television 
match official will then decide whether it is a 
lesser offence — in which case the sin-bin will 
suffice — or a red card, with the player then 
unable to return. It’s a very good idea. Then 
again, rugby has always displayed more 
common sense around disciplinary issues than 
football. In fact, most sports have. 


They ve no intention of buying Harry Kane, not 
for what he is truly worth. They are wasting 
everyone's time and Daniel Levy, the Tottenham 
Hotspur chairman, must be quietly furious. 

All this talk of Munich is unsettling Spurs’ 
player, just as preparation for the new season 
begins. For Kane, Bayern represent the chance 
of team honours and his head may be turned. 
For Tottenham and their new head coach, Ange 
Postecoglou, they are nothing but an 
unwelcome distraction, unless serious — 
which they can't be at these prices. 

Bayern’s first offer was £59.58 million, so 
slightly more than Tottenham paid for 
Tanguy Ndombele — a player rated so 
highly that he spent last season out on 
loan — in 2019. They have 
subsequently returned with 
£68.5 million, which is more 
than Manchester United paid 
for Mason Mount, but less 
than they gave Leicester City 
for Harry Maguire. 

For a player of Kane's 
ability, it’s an insult, and 
Bayern must know that too. 
Even if Tottenham spent 
every penny of the transfer 
fee, even if they spent 
£20 million more, where 
would they find a replacement 
at Kane's level? Levy may as 
well let him see out the final 
year of his contract and let 
him go for nothing. Another 
season without a trophy, or 
without European football in 
2024-25, could have a more 
negative impact than any 
positives from Bayerns fee. 

Chelsea got £59.58 million 
from Arsenal for Kai Havertz 
after a rotten season. Kane, 
by contrast, never fails. He 
has scored 216 goals in his 
past 316 Premier League 
appearances, and between 17 
and 30 goals in each of his 
previous nine Premier 
League campaigns. Thomas 
Tuchel, the Bayern head 
coach, is correct in identifying 
him as the player who will 
keep the rest of the 
Bundesliga at arm’s length, 
but the funds that the 
German champions are 
prepared to put 


MARK PAIN/ALAMY 


Kane's value to 
Spurs is far 
below Munich’s 
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derisory offer 


Martin Samuel 


Laughable Bayern 
move for Kane is 
harming Spurs 


The voice of sport 


towards his recruitment are a 

joke. There are reports that 
£120 million is the magic 

number for Kane, which is 
believable given he will have 
one year left on his contract 
when the season begins. Even 
so, he is worth more to 

Tottenham. What player in 

Kane’s class would be willing to 
replace him? Tottenham are 
not in the market for Kylian 
Mbappé, just as they were 

not for Erling Haaland. 

That level of talent is way 

beyond their reach. The 
rest are simply not as good 
as Kane. 

It is possible to buy a 
decent striker, as Newcastle 
United did with Alexander 
Isak, but he is not in Kane’s 
class as yet. Liverpool have spent 


@ David Moyes was given a vision of West 
Ham United’s future on the night the club won 
the Europa Conference League. His name was 
Sofyan Amrabat and he played in the colours 
of Fiorentina. By then, everyone knew Declan 
Rice was going, a fact confirmed by the West 
Ham chairman, David Sullivan, the next day. 
Amrabat, a Morocco international, looked an 
excellent replacement. He is an international 
team-mate of the West Ham centre half Nayef 
Aguerd, and was among the players of the 
tournament at the World Cup last year. Better 
still, he was available for £30 million. 
Whatever fee Rice attracted was going to 
more than cover that. 

West Ham failed to act and now there is 
interest from Manchester United, rekindled 
after January’s transfer window. Rice’s 
replacement looks to be Juventus’s Denis 
Zakaria, who had his chance on loan at 
Chelsea last season but failed to convince. This 
could be quite the opportunity missed. 


roughly £182 million revamping 
their forward line without 
buying a player of Kane’s ability. 
So for Munich to come up with 
a second offer and it still be 
more than a third short of 
what Tottenham consider the 
going rate, isn't negotiation. 
It’s blowing smoke to fool 
their fans. Now Chelsea, 
that would be a different 
matter. It's been the perfect 
destination for Kane for 
years — a club in desperate need of a 
goalscorer with the financial clout to 


pay the going rate. And now, as advertisers 
would say, with added Mauricio Pochettino. 

If Kane were prepared to burn his bridges, 
and Levy prepared for the fans to burn down his 
shiny stadium, it would make sense. Kane 
wouldn't be as guaranteed to win trophies as he 
would at Bayern, but everything about the 
switch would feel right, including the ability to 
meet Tottenhams asking price. Not going to 
happen, though, is it? Leaving Bayern, standing 
on footballs equivalent of Frank’s doorstep in 
the Peak District, brandishing a cool £30,000 for 
his £45,000 house. Their one consolation is that, 
to our knowledge, Levy doesn't own a gun. 


Despite BBC's wish, 
Murray is a one-off 


I didn't bother with Novak Djokovic's 
Wimbledon match against Hubert Hurkacz on 
Sunday. By the time it started it was obvious 
that it wouldn't finish, so what was the point? 
They were going to get in two sets, maximum. 
So, if it was looking like an upset, we could 
watch the conclusion or the come back the next 
day; and if it wasn't, we'd missed nothing — and 
so it proved. Maybe the BBC schedulers aren't 
quite as smart as they think. 

The most amusing aspect of the order-of-play 
wars, however, was the fear that Katie Boulter's 
match with Elena Rybakina would also not 
finish, having started under the lights on 
Saturday at 8.47pm. In the end, far from 
troubling the epilogue, it wouldn't have altered 
the scheduling of News At Ten. Boulter lost 6-1, 
6-1 in 56 minutes, as frequently happens when 
the world No89 plays the world No3. British 
players get built up as if they all have the 
resilience of Andy Murray, as if it's a national 
trait, but that's not the case. He's an exception. 
He wins matches against the odds, draws them 
out when they should long be over. He5 a 
marvel and we may not see his like again for 
many years. We will, however, waste a lot of 
time looking. 


@ Will the whining never stop? Lord 
Goldsmith complains that the actions of the 
House of Commons privileges committee, 
which condemned Boris Johnson over 
partygate, would not meet the exacting 
standards of a court of law. No doubt this is 
true, but it is also the case with the majority of 
industrial tribunals and panels. It is why John 
Terry was not convicted of racism in a 
magistrates' court, but was by a FA panel with 
a lower burden of proof. Mason Greenwood is 
no longer being pursued by the police, but 
may yet be found not to meet the standards of 
Manchester United. Does Goldsmith think 
these must be kangaroo court decisions, too? 


Two brains, no idea 


Rather ironic, isn't it, that so many of the 
Premier League's founders spend their time 
attempting to find solutions for all the trouble 
they have caused? Mark Phillips KC, the 
barrister who played a significant role in setting 
up the Premier League, is now a strong advocate 
of a regulator for football. 

He has written a lengthy article on the 
subject. ^The establishment of an independent 
regulator represents a huge opportunity to put 
the ‘house of football’ in order,” Phillips 
concludes. David Dein, another Premier League 
founder-advocate, was lavish in his praise for 
Phillips in his recent autobiography. “He really 
does have two brains,” Dein wrote. 

Quite. As did Laurel and Hardy. 


@ Every Premier League club that have 
announced their new shirt for the season have 
hiked the price between nine and 14 per cent. 
You know, there is a way out of this... 


Boost for Semenya 


Yesterday's judgment from the European Court 
of Human Rights may eventually allow Caster 
Semenya to run in the women’s 800m again. 
Semenya is female but has a condition that 
means her body naturally produces higher levels 
of testosterone than other women. The court 
ruled that forcing her to lower her testosterone 
constituted discrimination. 

This has always been a complex issue. 
Semenya is running as her natural self but 
clearly extra testosterone affords an advantage. 
Some of her contemporaries felt they were not 
in a fair race when she ran and, after much 
deliberation, World Athletics agreed. It is 
increasingly difficult, however, when some 
sports embrace gender self-identification and 
others welcome into womens events 
transgender athletes who have gone through 
male puberty, to argue that a woman should be 
excluded because she was born differently. 
Semenyas case has grown stronger over time. 
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Stage set for 
mother of all 
comebacks 


Caroline Wozniacki 
Was in good company 
warming up for return 
from her retirement, 
writes Owen Slot 


Ifthe story ofthe day yesterday was all 
about triumphant mothers, then on 
No12 Court was the next chapter in the 
book. 

Elina Svitolina, 28, had been stealing 
the show on Centre Court. Out on 
Nol2, away from the stress and the 
drama and the teeming crowds, Caro- 
line Wozniacki was having a bit of a 
laugh in the ladies' invitation doubles 
event. Though this wasnt really fair, 
was it? 

These invitational events are the 
light entertainment, a chance to spot 
some old favourites and witness how 
well their game has held up in the pro- 
fessional player's afterlife, when lights 
have gone out and the roars have died 
down. 

Some interesting conclusions here: 
Johanna Konta, 32, another new 
mother, hasn't been working too hard 
on her game but seems to have em- 
braced a beautifully carefree approach. 
Laura Robson, meanwhile, still hits 
some mean ground strokes, a reminder 
of how cruel were the injuries and the 
fatethat robbed the 29-year-old ofa full 
career. If only her body could cope with 
the rigours of the game again. 

On the other side of the net from 
Robson was a player who genuinely be- 
lieves that she can handle the profes- 
sional life of the tour again — and this 
was Wozniacki. And this is why it wasn't 
really fair. 

Kim Clijsters clocked this at Roland 
Garros last month, in the “Legends” in- 
vitational section, when she found her- 
self admiring Wozniacki's form. “It was 
pretty obvious that she was at a differ- 
ent level to most of us,” she said. It all 
made sense three weeks later when 
Wozniacki announced that she wasn’t 
in it for the good times and a bit of nos- 
talgia. She was making a full comeback. 

So she was playing in the hit-and-gig- 
gle section yesterday but in three and a 


bit weeks’ time, she'll be playing her 
first professional match in her first pro- 
fessional event for 3/2 years. 

Noone had seen this coming. Wozni- 
acki, 33, retired in January 2020. She 
had been perpetually struggling with 
fitness, plus she wanted to start a family. 
Now, two kids later, she has reassessed. 

When some players reach the end of 
the road and get out of the game, it is 
often with a sense of relief, the happy 
embrace of an escape from the anxie- 
ties and the pressure, the travelling and 
the relentlessness. After baby No2, it 
started to dawn on Wozniacki that she 
felt very different. 

“I started hitting a couple of times a 
week to see how my body felt;" she said. 
“All of a sudden I find myselfhitting it as 
well as I ever have. It kind of went from 
there. I started toying a bit with the 
idea, talked to the family about it and 
everyone thought it was a great idea." 

Wozniacki was talking yesterday at a 
roll-call of the great old faces in these 
invitational events. Much of the talk 
was focussed on her, on the surprise she 
was bringing to the game and on her 
chances of success. 

"After being Nolin the world,” Sania 
Mirza, the former doubles world Nol 
and Indian Nol, said, “I don’t think she's 
going to settle for being 50.” 

Clijsters, one of a very elite group of 
mothers to have won a grand-slam title, 
talked of a sense of "guilt" that many 
working mothers might recognise. 
"Sometimes you haveto leavethe hotel 
room when your baby’s sick,” she said. 
“You don't see that on court.” 

Whatis really exciting here is the im- 
pact that Wozniacki might have on the 
womens game. This is a player who 
held the world Nol spot for 71 weeks. 
How does that look, now, when you are 
33 years old and out of the game for so 
long and when the women’s game has 
started to rebuild around three strong 
dominant players, Iga Swiatek, Elena 
Rybakina and Aryna Sabalenka. 

In Wozniackis brief hiatus, womens 
tennis has become a more high-intensi- 
ty sport. Yet Clijsters can see exactly 
where she could establish herself again: 
"She has such great legs; she can defend 
so well. She can make it tough for a lot 
ofthe harder hitters — the Sabalenkas, 
Rybakinas — who aren't as consistent." 


Wozniacki can see a way too. "There 
are a lot of good players out there,” she 
said. “But I played in an era with the 
greatest of all-time — Serena — and 
she’s not around anymore. So that feels 
good to me at the moment!" 

Serena Williams, 41, a trailblazer in so 
many respects, was another who came 
back on tour as a mother. The difficul- 
ties of bringing a baby on the tour are 
vast, though the game is increasingly 
adapting to make it possible. Another 
former world Nol, Angelique Kerber, 
35, is set to make a return too. 

There are others who will be watch- 
ing Wozniacki’s progress with interest. 
The news broke yesterday that Naomi 
Osaka, 25, another world Nol, had just 


TIMES PHOTOGRAPHER MARC ASPLAND 
Wozniacki 
stood out from 
the other 
mothers she 
shared the 
court with 


vods, "nm 4 
EE ° 


= NPS 


given birth to her first. Last week, the 
same news belonged to Ashleigh Barty, 
27, yet another world Nol. 

We don't know who will be back, but 
just imagine how exciting the women's 
game could be if they all did. The his- 
tory of women’s tennis has a long chap- 
ter about careers that were ended 
because motherhood made that neces- 
sary — yet that doesn't have to be the 
case anymore. 

Svitolina demonstrated yesterday 
what can be achieved. Wozniacki was 
meanwhile having fun on No12 Court, 
but next month the laughing stops. As 
she said herself: “I’m too competitive to 
just show up and not feel like I’m going 
to be one of the best players out there.” 


Mcllroy’s Dubai meeting with Al-Rumayyan revealed 


CONTINUED FROM BACK 


activities, including the 9/11 attack on 
our nation". 

"Todays hearing is about much more 
than the game of golf" subcommittee 
chairman Richard Blumenthal said at 
the hearing. "Its about how a brutal, 
repressive regime can buy influence — 
indeed even take over — a cherished 
American institution simply to cleanse 
its public image. It is also about hypoc- 
risy, how vast sums of money can 
induce individuals and institutions to 
betray their values and supporters, or 
perhaps reveal a lack of values from the 
beginning. It's about other sports and 
institutions that could fall prey, if 
leaders let it be all about the money.” 

Dunne stressed the PGA Tour will 


retain control ofthe new for-profit enti- 
ty, despite Al-Rumayyan being chair- 
man. Jay Monahan, the PGA Tours 
commissioner would serve as its chief 
executive. The documents showed 
Dunne had initially declined to enter 
talks after being emailed on December 
8 by Roger Devlin, a British business- 
man, who wrotethat Al-Rumayyan and 
Amanda Staveley, chief executive of 
PCP Capital Partners, wanted to "help 
find a solution to the issues that divide 
LIV and PGA [Tour]. Devlin also said 
Al-Rumayyan would establish a com- 
pensation fund for players that stayed 
loyaltothe PGA Tour, and revealed the 
PIF governors meeting with Mcllroy. 
"Rory made it clear in accepting the 
meeting he was speaking only for him- 
self, although he believes his views are 


broadly shared by Tiger and other top 
players — he also [emphasised] he was 
seeking no financial gain, he was simply 
trying to unify the game,” Devlin wrote. 

Devlin contacted Dunne again in 
January, warning the “Saudi position is 
hardening”, with the PGA Tour deter- 
mining the PIF was prepared to spend 
another $5billion on LIV. It appears 
that the financial pressure eventually 
caused Dunne to instigate contact with 
Al-Rumayyan in April. Two days after 
an initial meeting in London, PCP Cap- 
ital Partners sent the Tour a slide show 
titled “The Best of Both Worlds’, detail- 
ing proposals for a potential alliance. It 
also suggested LIV players receive 
retrospective world ranking points, 
“unfettered access” to majors, and be- 
come eligible again for the Ryder Cup. 


None of the proposals were included 
in the framework. The PGA Tours at- 
tempts to add a clause stating Norman 
would “cease” working on LIV within a 
month of “the management transition 
to the PGA Tour”, were also not includ- 
ed. However, Price said at the hearing 
“it would make no sense” for Norman 
to stay if the deal goes through. 

The deal remains under discussion, 
with several hurdles to clear, including 
another investigation by the US De- 
partment of Justice Antitrust Division. 
“Looking at the future, you’re not out of 
the woods,” Blumenthal said. "They're 
going to continue to have a bucket full 
of money and are going to continue to 
wield the influence they do, and what- 
ever the good intention and rhetoric is 
now, you still have to reach a deal." 
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Newcastle edge closer 
to signing £35m Barnes 


Football Harvey Barnes's 
potential transfer to Newcastle 
United from Leicester City has 
moved a step closer with the two 
clubs engaging in fresh talks over 
the past 24 hours to conclude a 
deal for the 25-year-old. 

A fee of about £35 million could 
be agreed this week. The 
Leicester winger is Eddie Howe's 
primary target, after the arrival of 
midfielder Sandro Tonali for 
£55 million from AC Milan. 

If the move for Barnes is 
concluded — and the player is 
said to be keen on a switch to St 
James' Park — it is believed that 
Newcastle will have spent their 
net transfer budget for this 
summer. They would then be 
relying on player sales to 
generate further income, because 
of the constraints of Financial 
Fair Play. 

Barnes scored 13 Premier 
League goals last season for a 
Leicester side that were relegated 
on the final day of the season. 
That figure, his age and 
availability have appealed to 
Howe and Newcastle's 
recruitment team. 

Newcastle explored the 
possibility of signing Barnes last 
summer but were put off by 
Leicester's £50 million valuation. 
However, after relegation there is 
an acceptance that the figure will 
have to come down, with a fee in 
the region of £35 million thought 
to be more realistic, although it 
could rise if Barnes is successful 
in the North East. 


Van der Sar still ‘stable’ 


Edwin van der Sar’s agent has 
said his situation is “under 
control” after the former 
Manchester United goalkeeper 
suffered a bleed on the brain 
on Friday (Charlotte Duncker 
writes). 

The 52-year-old was admitted 
to intensive care for treatment 
while on holiday in Croatia. 

“Edwin is still in the intensive 
care unit, but is stable,” his wife 
Annemarie said. “He is not in 
life-threatening danger. We have 
to wait patiently to see how his 
situation will develop.” 


England match moved 


England’s Euro 2024 qualifier 
against Ukraine in September will 
be played in Wroclaw in Poland. 
Gareth Southgate’s men have 
enjoyed a 100 per cent start to 
European Championship 
qualification, with four wins from 
their four group C matches. 
England’s next qualifier is on 
September 9 away to Ukraine, 
who have been forced to host 
matches away from their 
homeland since Russia’s invasion. 
It has been confirmed that the 
match will be held at the 45,000- 
capacity Tarczynski Arena. 


‘Alarming’ rise of abuse 


There were 1,007 reports of 
discriminatory behaviour in 
domestic football last season, 

a figure that the Kick It Out 
organisation described as 
alarming (Martin Hardy writes). 

The anti-discrimination body 
released figures yesterday that 
showed reports of online abuse 
have increased by 279 per cent on 
the previous 12 months. 

Almost half (49.3 per cent) of 
those reports were for racism, in 
both the professional game, at 
grassroots football and on 
social media. 
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Sport Wimbledon 


Svitolina dedicates 
her surprise victory 
to Ukraine soldiers 


Iga Swiatek (Pol, 1) 
Elina Svitolina (Ukr) 


Rick Broadbent 


Sports role as the great distractor was 
laid bare in an emotional Centre Court 
cauldron and post-match interview at 
Wimbledon. A blue and yellow ribbon 
in the loser’s cap, and a feather in the 
Ukrainian winners, tennis moved into 
unusual territory as Elina Svitolina 
surged into the semi-finals. 

Less than nine months after giving 
birth and nearly I7 after Russia invaded 
her homeland, Svitolina made the 
Wimbledon last four for the second 
time by defeating the Polish Nol seed, 
Iga Swiatek, 7-5, 6-7 (5-7), 6-2, in a cor- 
uscating drama. The 28-year-old 
wild card from Odesa lauded 
her opponent-cum-friend 
and then made it clear she 
was doing this for others 
and mothers. Referenc- 
ing the soldiers fighting 
Russian invaders, she 
said: ^I cant thank them 
enough for their bravery, 
for what they are going 


we are here to help them win 
this war” 

Svitolina and Gaél Monfils, the 
French player who said he romanced 
his wife with magic and card tricks, be- 
came parents in October. Remarkably, 
she was back within five months and 
now has the chance to join the 1980 
champion, Evonne Goolagong- 
Cawley, as the only mothers to win 
Wimbledon since the First World War. 

“I think having a child, war, has made 
me a different person,” she said after re- 
vealing she planned to celebrate with a 
beer. “I think war made me stronger. 
Mentally, I don’t take situations as a dis- 
aster. There are worse things in life.” 

The lack of post-match pleasantries 


Svitolina is third woman 
to beat four grand-slam 
winners (V Williams 1R, S 
Kenin 3R, V Azarenka 4R, 
I Swiatek QF) in a 
single major since 

through. All Ukrainians — 1975 


between Ukrainian players and their 
Russian and Belarusian opponents has 
become a thorny issue at Wimbledon. 
Svitolina does not shake hands with 
players from those countries, but that 
has led to confusion. Fans booed 
Belaruss Victoria Azarenka for 
acceding to that stance and raising her 
racket at the end of their match on 
Sunday. Azarenka then said the baffled 
crowd was drunk. 

Wimbledon said they would not be 
letting fans know about the handshake 
protocols, but the potential for a final 
between a Ukrainian and another Bela- 
rusian, Aryna Sabalenka, would take 
womens tennis far beyond its custom- 
ary boundaries. It may seem incongru- 
ous to channel the horrors of war 
through the prism of sport, but Wim- 

bledon will be aware that parti- 
san support could become 
uniquely ugly. “Each time I 


4 play against them, its a 


big motivation and big 
responsibility as well," 
Svitolina said. “It seems 
very close but it's very 
far from this" Indeed, 
she said she will not get 
ahead of herself and 
knows Marketa Vondrous- 
ova, of the Czech Republic, 
will present a new range of challen- 
ges in tomorrow semi-final. 

Nevertheless, events in her home- 
land and at home, where Monfils is 
looking after their daughter, Skai, were 
at the forefront of her mind. "I was 
FaceTiming with her right after the 
match,” she said. "She was really dis- 
tracted with her ice cream, so I was not 
the priority. She is still at this age when 

she doesn't care if I win, if I lose” 
Other children are more engaged 
and she hopes her success can provide 
momentary balm for those in the grip of 
war. "I'm happy I can bring a little hap- 
piness to their life,” she said. “I know 
lots of people back in Ukraine are 


watching. There were so many videos 
on the internet where the kids are 
watching on their phones. That really 
makes my heart melt. l'm just happy I 
could bring a little happiness to the 
people of Ukraine.” If sport is fluff it is 
still important. 

Svitolina's win was odd and dramatic. 
She had looked tentative early on and 
was fading from the first set until she 
won 16 out of 18 points to drag it back 
from the brink via four successive 
games. In the second she was 4-1 up in 
the tie-break but Swiatek, who had 
already saved match points on her way 
to the last eight, dug deep and came up 
with big, brave strokes to the corners. 

Into the third and Svitolina had 
found her rhythm and was testing Swi- 
atek's faith in her forehand. Svitolina 
gained the early break and never 
looked back. Having managed four 
winners in that first set, she ended up 
with 25. Swiatek had more winners but 
far more errors. A four-times grand- 
slam winner at only 22, she is still find- 
ing her feet on grass. 

‘Tm not happy for sure,” Swiatek 
said, conceding her potent forehand 
was a weakness at times. “Maybe that 
wasn't my best performance but Elina 
played really well. I think she played 
with more freedom and more guts." 

Svitolinas gratitude for support for 
the plight of Ukraine extended to Swi- 
atek andthe British public. In turn, Swi- 
atek made it clear that she would like 
Svitolina to win the title on Saturday 
after previous bests ofthe last four here 
and atthe US Open. “She’s coming back 
after becoming a mother and, yeah, I'll 
root for her, especially because we like 
each other as people. I told her at the 
net I hope she wins this tournament." 

Swiatek will surely progress beyond 
the quarter-final stage as she grows old- 
er and wiser. For Svitolina this may be 
her moment. “There's less years in front 
than behind me,” she said. “I have to go 
forit.Idon'thavetimeto lose any more.” 
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Women's singles draw 


Quarter-finals 


I Swiatek (Pol) 1 
E Svitolina (Ukr) 


Semi-finals 
Svitolina 


J Pegula (US) 4 BE 


E Rybakina (Kaz) 3 


M Keys (US) 25 


OFFICIAL BANK 


Barclays Execution Services Limited. Registered in England. Registered No: 1767980. Registered Office: 1 Churchill Place, London E14 5HP. 


Frances Tiafoe 
Barclays tennis 
ambassador 
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and the war in her homeland — have helped put tennis in perspective for her 
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Sport 


Pegula needs magic spark 
family billions cant buy 


Jessica Pegula (US, 4) | 4 | 6 | 4 
Marketa Vondrousova (ca) 6 | 2 | 6 


Alyson Rudd 


This was Jessica Pegula’s sixth grand- 
slam quarter-final and the sixth time 
that the American has failed to progress. 
As the No4 seed, she may reasonably 
have been expected to ease past Marke- 
ta Vondrousova, the world No42, to 
reach the semi-finals. Once again 
though, that magic ingredient, the one 
that gives a competitor a rush of adren- 
aline spiked with brilliance, evaded her. 

It may become one of the sports 
great quests. Pegula is 29 and said she 
would have traded in her inheritance, 
which is worth far more than what any 
tennis stars earn, to win the Wimble- 
don title, but yet again the chance was 
snatched from her grasp. Terry and 
Kim Pegula, her parents, own the Buf- 
falo Bills NFL franchise and are worth, 
through the natural gas and oil indus- 
tries, over $7 billion (£5.41 billion). 

It would be lazy to suggest Pegula 
wobbles under pressure as this was a 
superb contest in which she battled 
back from a first set loss and did nothing 
obviously wrong. If anything, her 
stoicism in the face of her Czech 
opponent's sudden spurts of genius was 
impressive. Vondrousova has a tattoo 
which reads *no rain no flowers" and it 
was prophetic in a sense as the rain 
came and — after the break — she 
blossomed. 

Pegula had no such omen to 4 


=. i 
A crestfallen Pegula has now been 
beaten in six grand-slam quarter-finals 


has her own skincare brand and 
launched a health food restaurant 
chain in 2016, which has since closed. 
Tennis is littered with pushy parents 
and those who regard their offspring as 
a meal ticket. It is littered with players 
whofeela deep visceral desireto win for 
their nation, especially if that nation 
has been through a crisis. Tennis can be 
anescape from poverty or reality. It can 
be all the individual has. Take away the 
racket and there is no plan B. Pegula has 
a plan B whether she wants it or not. 
This was the unluckiest of her 
quarter-final losses and she carried the 
lingering frustration of it 
into her doubles match 
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really know what the answer is. I keep 
putting myself in good positions, but I 
guess its not enough.” She started to 
gather in all those quarter-finals 
appearances after hiring David Witt as 
coach four years ago. Before working 
with Pegula, Witt spent ten years 
coaching Venus Williams and he has 
pushed Pegula to reach the quarter-fi- 
nal stage of the Australian Open three 
times, the French once, the US Open 
once and now Wimbledon. 

Ironically, Pegula had lifted her game 
in the final set and started to really 
think about shot selection. Disappoint- 
ments were not met by petulant swipes 
with her racket that she exhibited in the 
first set but instead by tweaks to allow 
her to do better next time. The Amer- 
ican took a 3-1 lead, pushing home her 
advantage with Vondrousova suddenly 
out of sorts as she tried to trade blows 
with Pegula instead of imposing her 
own varied game. Then the roof was 
closed and the suspension came at the 
perfect moment for the Czech, who 
spoke on the phone to Stepan Simek, 
her husband, who has stayed in Prague 
to look after Frankie, their cat. 

“He just said, ‘Try to fight. You are 
playing good. You are playing great 
match,” Vondrousova said. “Yeah, that 
was it. I mean, I think the break helped 
actually. It was good." 

Pegula, meanwhile, could be seen 
leaning against a wall in the corridor, 
headphones clamped to ears, face etch- 
ed with determination. Sure enough, 
the American held serve for a 4-1 lead, 
delivering the more aggressive tennis. 
We all thought we were about to see 
Pegula reach her first slam semi-final. 

Instead, we witnessed a persuasive 
advert for the womens game. At 4-4 
and deuce they traded 3l shots in a mes- 
meric rally oftop quality, power and in- 
telligence. Pegula had been part of 
something magical but was crestfallen. 
She smiled, though, when asked about 
theremarkable progress of Elina Svito- 
lina, who has reached the last four. 

"Its amazing what she’s done,” Pegu- 
la said. "Its such an incredible story. 
Obviously, her being Ukrainian, having 
ababy, coming back, beating Iga [Swiat- 
ek]. Theres so many dynamics." 

Perhaps that is what Pegula needs to 
break the curse; extra dynamics. 


Your guide to day ten 


Game of the day 


Brit watch 


Seed in danger 


The rematch of last 
year's women’s final 
between Ons Jabeur and 
Elena Rybakina, first on 
Centre Court today, will 
take some beating. But 
the match that follows 
could come to define the 
future of men's tennis. 
The quarter-final clash 
between Carlos Alcaraz, 
below, and Holger Rune 
could be the first of 
many. Alcaraz is the first 
of the two to win a 
grand-slam and has 
the stronger 
pedigree on grass 
after winning 
Queens last 

month. Rune won 
their most recent - 


m 


The wheelchair singles 
gets underway today and 
there is plenty of British 
interest. 

Alfie Hewett, the 
men’s No2 seed, 
right, is looking 
to complete his 
grand-slam set 
at SW19 and 
faces Belgium’s 
Joachim Gérard 


. on No14 
Court. 
> Gordon Reid and 
ks Andy 
v Lapthorne 
will both be 
Va in action on 


that court 
Y earlier in the day 
Æ> while in the 


meeting, though =a women’s Lucy 
Alcaraz retired Shuker faces Aniek 
hurt a set | — van Koot, first up on 
down. € — No15 Court. 


Daniil Medvedev has 
never lost on No1 Court, 
as he was keen to point 
out after winning his 
fourth-round match 
there. He will 
have his work 
cut out for him 
to keep that 
run going 
against SW19's 
— /new darling, 
Christopher 
Eubanks. The big- 
serving American has 
already beaten Cameron 
Norrie and Stefanos 
Tsitsipas and looks a man 
on a mission. 


Today's weather 


vs Cloudy with rain 
* expected in the 
ô late afternoon 


Today’s order of play 


Tlam start unless stated 

Seeds in brackets 

British players in blue 

Centre Court (1.30pm): 

(6) O Jabeur (Tun) v (3) E Rybakina 
(Kaz); (D C Alcaraz (Sp) v 

(6) H Rune (Den). 


No1 Court (1pm): (25) M Keys (US) 
v (2) A Sabalenka (Bela); 

(3) D Medvedev (Russ) v 

C Eubanks (US). 


No2 Court (3) S Hunter (Aus) and 
E Mertens (Bel) v N Bains (GB) and 
M Lumsden (GB); (10) K Krawietz 
(Ger) and T Pütz (Ger) v 

(13) J Murray (GB) and M Venus 
(NZ); M Bouzkova (Cz) and 

S Sorribes Tormo (Sp) v 

L Siegemund (Ger) V Zvonareva 
(Russ); A Petkovic (Ger) and 

M Rybarikova (Slovakia) v 

K Clijsters (Bel) and 

M Hingis (Switz). 


No3 Court N Lammons (US) and 
J Withrow (US) v (15) M Granollers 
(Sp) and H Zeballos (Arg); 

(1) W Koolhof (Neth) and N Skupski 
(GB) v A Behar (Uru) and 

A Pavlasek (C2); (7) M Pavic (Cro) 
and L Kichenok (Ukr) v J O'Mara 
(GB) and O Nicholls (GB); B Bryan 
(US) and M Bryan (US) v A Sá (BD 
and B Soares (Br). 

No4 Court H Searle (GB) v A Gea 
(Fr); N Bartunkova (Cz) v M Xu 
(GB); (13) E Jones (Aus) v 

M Stojsavljevic (GB); winner of 

A Kovackova (Cz) and 


L Samsonova (Cz) v M El Allami 
(Mor) And A El Aouni (Mor) — 

v (9) R Stoiber (GB) and M Xu 
(GB); H Klugman (GB) and I Lacy 
(GB) v (7) N Bartunkova (CZ) and 
N Vargova (Slovakia). 


No5 Court L Sciahbasi (It) v (9) 

D Blanch (US); (7) S Ishii Japan) v 
H Klugman (GB); (11) R Sakamoto 
(Japan) v (8) J Fonseca (Br); 

P Brunclik (Cz) and C Woestendick 
(US) v (6) B Djuric (Serbia) and 

A Gea (Fr); T Evans (US) and 

A Hamilton (US) v (6) W Sonobe 
(Japan) and T Valentova (Cz). 


No6 Court K Bigun (US) v (3) Zhou 
Yi (China); T Preston (Aus) v 

(8) E Koike (Japan); (4) C Williams 
(US) v (16) A Melero Kretzer (Sp); 

F Blaydes (GB) and B Gusic Wan 
(GB) v (7) D Blanch (US) and 

R Horovitz (US); (3) A Melero 
Kretzer (Sp) and R Pacheco 
Méndez (Mex) v F Cavallo (Arg) 
and | Parisca (Ven). 


No7 Court (5) Y Demin v 

A Ghibaudo (Fr); (15) T Berkieta 
(Pol) v (2) R Pacheco Méndez 
(Mex); N Budkov Kjaer (Nor) v 
(6) | Radulov (Bul); (8) T Berkieta 
(Pol) and H Searle (GB) v K Bigun 
(US) and Zhou Yi (China); 

(5) N Budkov Kjaer (Nor) and 

S Eriksson (Swe) v (2) J Fonseca 
(Br) and J Prado Angelo (Bol). 
No8 Court (5) R Jamrichova 
(Slovakia) v R Munk Mortensen 
(Den); (D A Korneeva v G Greco 


Lucchina (It); (8) E McDonald (GB) 
and L Moyano (Arg) v winner of 

| Haddad (GB) and H Read (GB) v 
C Esquiva Banuls (Sp) and M Genis 
Salas (Sp); winner of Z Pawlikowska 
(Pol) and L Taylor (Aus) v 

D Suvirdjonkova (Serbia) and 

V Valdmannova (CZE) — v (2) 

R Jamrichova (Slovakia) and 

F Urgesi (It); (5) H Kinoshita (Japan) 
and S Saito (Japan) v H Oluwadare 
(GB) and M Stojsavljevic (GB). 


No 10 Court Z Pawlikowska (Pol) 
and L Taylor (Aus ) v 

D Suvirdjonkova (Serbia) and 

V Valdmannova (Cz); (1) L Perez 
Alarcon (Per) and K Quevedo (US) 
vRGilheany (Aus) and D Piani 
(GB); P Barbier Gazeu (Fr) and 

V Radjenovic (Serbia) v J Filip (Cz) 
and G Vulpitta (It); winner of 

L Perez Alarcon (Per) and 

K Quevedo (US) v R Gilheany (Aus) 
and D Piani (GB) — v A Harmon 
(US) and V Ray (US); (D Y Demin 
and C Williams (US) v C Caniato (It) 
and F Romano (It). 


No11 Court | Haddad (GB) and 

H Read (GB) v C Esquiva Banuls 
(Sp) and M Genis Salas (Sp); A 
Kovackova (Cz) and L Samsonova 
(C2 v M El Allami (Mor) and A El 
Aouni (Mor); | Ivanova (Bul) and 

M Rowinska (Pol) v E Blackford 
(GB) and G Roach (GB). 

No12 Court F Pace (It) v R Stoiber 
(GB); J Delgado (GB) and J Marray 
(GB) v M Baghdatis (Cyp) and 


X Malisse (Bel); T Griekspoor (Neth) 
and B Stevens (Neth) v (6) 

R Bopanna (India) and M Ebden 
(Aus); J Konta (GB) and S Mirza 
(India) v F Schiavone (It) and 

R Vinci (It). 


No14 Court (1) D De Groot (Neth) v 
K Montjane (SA); (1) N Vink (Neth) v 
A Lapthorne (GB); G Fernández 
(Arg) v G Reid (GB); J Gerard (Bel) v 
(2) A Hewett (GB). 


No15 Court A Van Koot (Neth) v 

L Shuker (GB); M Ohtani (Japan) v 
(2) Y Kamiji Japan); G Slade (GB) v 
H Davidson (Aus); M De La Puente 
(Sp) v R Spaargaren (Neth). 


No17 Court J Griffioen (Neth) v 
Zhu Zhenzhen (China); D Wagner 
(US) v D Ramphadi (SA); R Shaw 
(Can) v (2) S Schroder (Neth); 

(D T Oda (Japan) v T Miki (Japan). 


No18 Court (11.30am): 

M Woodforde (Aus) and 

M Navratilova (US) v T Johansson 
(Swe) and B Schett (Austria); 

M Middelkoop (Neth) and 

A Sutjiadi (Indo) v J Vliegen (Bel) 
and Xu Yifan (China); R Dencheva 
(Bul) v (2) C Ngounoue (US); 

V Frydrych (GB) and P Weir (GB) v 
F Bondioli (It) and F Cina (ID. 


To be arranged (3) S Ishii (Japan) 
and E Koike (Japan) v winner of 

| lvanova (Bul) and M Rowinska 
(Pol) v E Blackford (GB) and 

G Roach (GB); G Rusedski (GB) and 
C Martínez (Sp) v T Enqvist (Swe) 
and A Keothavong (GB). 
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Invincible Djokovic extends 


Stuart Fraser 


Tennis 
Correspondent 


Andrey Rublev (Russ, 7) | 6 | 1 |4 | 3 
Novak Djokovic (Serb, 2) | 4 | 6 | 6 | 6 


For a man who was a set down in a 
grand-slam quarter-final, Novak Djok- 
ovic looked remarkably unperturbed. A 
master of navigating the extended best- 
of-five-set format with ease, it was as 
though the Serbian great suddenly 
turned on a switch to win the next three 
sets against Andrey Rublev to secure a 
place in the Wimbledon semi-finals. 

A 4-6, 6-1, 6-4, 6-3 victory in two 
hours and 48 minutes helped Djokovic 
extend his unbeaten streak at the All 
England Club to 33 wins. The 36-year- 
old has also not been far off near domi- 
nance at every grand-slam tournament 
he has played since the start of 2021, 
losing only two of 58 matches. 

“I know my opponents want to get a 
scalp, they want to get a win,” Djokovic 
said. ^But it aint happening, still." 

Rublev, seeded No7, gave it his best 
shot but one set was all the Russian had 
to show for his efforts. The 25-year-old 
has consistently been one of the top-ten 
players on the ATP Tour in recent years 
but he is struggling to overcome some- 
thing of a hoodoo at the sport’s biggest 
tournaments as the first male player in 
the open era to lose his first eight grand- 
slam quarter-finals. 

How envious Rublev must be of the 
man he was standing across the net 
from. By reaching the last four here, 
Djokovic has equalled a Roger Federer 
record by reaching a 46th grand-slam 
mens singles semi-final. If he continues 
his present level of play, it will be far 
from his last. 

"They're just numbers at the end of 
the day" Djokovic modestly said. 
"Especially during the tournament I 
don'tliketo spend too much time think- 
ing about statistics. It’s a tournament 
that is active for me and I’m still in it. 

“That is all Im thinking about 
right now. All I’m thinking about is 
directing my attention to my next 
match. It’s only going to get tougher, I 
know that, but I like the way I played 
today, the energy on the court also, so 
hopefully I can have another win in a 
few days’ time.” 

Playing for a third consecutive day 
after his fourth-round match was 
spread over two days, Djokovic 
uncharacteristically looked a little flat 
in the early stages. His first-serve in 


He’s in the last four again 


Most men's grand-slam semi-finals 

Ea RFederer M 
z= N Djokovic 46 
E R Nadai RE] 
Æ JConnors DS 21 

Æ | Lendl | 28 

= A Agassi P26 

= P Sampras DO 23 
AMurray DO 21 

EE JMcEnroe D 19 

ZZ SEdberg MEN 19 


Men's singles draw 


Quarter-finals 
C Alcaraz (Sp) 1 


Pe ES Semi-finals 

H Rune (Den) 6 

D Medvedev (Rus) 3 

C Eubanks (US) 

J Sinner (It) 8 

R Safiullen (Rus) " 
Sinner 
Djokovic 


A Rublev (Rus) 7 


N Djokovic (Ser) 2 


percentage was low at 50 per cent — 
normally it would be about 65 to 70 per 
cent — and Rublev took advantage 
with a break for 5-4. 

Using his powerful forehand to great 
effect, Rublev served out the set, 
though his momentum was quelled 
when Djokovic hit back by winning an 
18-shot rally to break for 2-0 in the 
second set. The Serb looked far more 
comfortable after this and quickly 
levelled the match at one set all. 

One break of serve in the third set 


Djokovic has not lost on Centre Court since the final against Murray back in 2013 


was enough for Djokovic to see it out, 
although the last game proved tricky. It 
took almost 15 minutes for him to 
convert a fourth set point after saving 
three break points. A couple of minor 
heckles from the stands prompted a 
fired-up Djokovic to cup his ears 
towards the culprits in response. 
Victory from here was inevitable. 

"There were some thrilling rallies,” 
Djokovic said. “Andrey is a guy [respect 
a lot. He brings a lot of intensity on the 
court. You can see by the way he is 
grunting after his shots, especially on 
the forehand. 

“It’s kind of scary, both the ball that is 
coming from the corner and the sound 
as well. Obviously he is someone that 
has been around the top ten for quite a 
few years and I wish him the best of 
luck. I congratulate him for a great 
match today and a great tournament.” 

Djokovic has two days off before 
returning on Friday to play Jannik 
Sinner, the No8 seed from Italy, in the 
semi-finals. Another streak at stake is 
his run of 44 consecutive wins on 
Centre Court since losing the 2013 final 
to Andy Murray. 

“I think any tennis player wants to be 
in a position where everyone wants to 
win against you on the court,” Djokovic 
said. "It is a privilege, as Billie Jean 
King said. 

"Pressure is a part of what we do. It's 
a part of our sport. It's never going to go 
away regardless of how many grand 
slams you win, or how many matches 
you've won or how many years you've 
played professionally on the tour. 

"The pressure is paramount every 
single time I come out on court, 
particularly here on Centre Court at 
Wimbledon but at the same time, it 
awakensthe most beautiful emotions in 
me and it motivates me beyond what 
Ive ever dreamt of actually and 
inspires me to play my best tennis." 


Djokovic lost the first set against Rublev, of Russia, before surging back to win in 


sinner, and Carota Boys fan club, ready to re-enter House of Novak 


Jannik Sinner (Ita, 8) | 6 | 3 | 6 | 6 
Roman Safiullin (Russ) [4 | 6 | 2 | 2 


James Gheerbrant 


Can anyone enter the House of Nole 
and leave with anything other than 
grass stains, regrets and Novak Djokov- 
ic’s infuriatingly magnanimous com- 
miserations ringing in their ears? 

It’s ten years since Andy Murray in- 
flicted Djokovic’s most recent defeat on 
Centre Court, and beating him there is 
starting to look like the tennis equiva- 
lent of the sword in the stone: a chal- 
lenge endowed with such mythic im- 
possibility that to accomplish it would 
reveal the conqueror as the new king of 
the realm. 


Few aspirants have come closer than 
Jannik Sinner, the genial and gangly 
Italian who won the first two sets 
against Djokovic in last year’s quarter- 
finals before the Serb’s big-match auto- 
pilot kicked in. Now Sinner will get 
another crack. 

“Its going to be a completely differ- 
ent match,” Sinner said. “He knows me 
better as I know him better also. It’s 
going to be a bit tactical. In the other 
way, itis also a little bit mental, no, if you 
play against Novak? I will fight for 
every ball. I will enjoy the moment, but 
knowing that I can go hard, trying to 
beat him.” 

Sinner, a former junior ski racer from 
the Italian Tyrol, hired the highly re- 
spected coach Darren Cahill in July last 
year and has had his best year on Tour 


to date, reaching the semi-finals at each 
of the first three Masters 1000 tourna- 
ments of the season: Indian Wells, Mi- 
ami (where he made the final) and 
Monte Carlo. The loss to Djokovic last 
year was the I3th and last in a sequence 
of defeats against top-five players. Since 
then, he has won four out of nine, and 
three of his past five. Not without justi- 
fication, he believes he is a better player 
than the ingénu who stepped on to 
Centre Court 12 months ago. 
“Physically I have improved,” he said. 
"I'm much stronger. I can stay on court 
for many hours without suffering. I 
think also tennis-wise I feel better. If I 
have to play the slice, I can play it now 
without thinking; I can go to the net 
knowing that I have good volleys. I have 
some good things now in my game.” 


Considered one of the brightest tal- 
ents of the new generation, the world 
No8 had yet to reach a grand slam 
semi-final, having lost each of the four 
quarter-finals he had played before. But 
he was a strong favourite against the 
Russian Roman Safiullin, the world 
No 92, and imposed his superiority. 

Sinner seemed to be in control of the 
match when, after having taken the first 
set 6-4, he secured an early break in the 
second. Then the contest took an unex- 
pected twist. The underdog suddenly 
reeled off four games in a row, with the 
crucial second break coming when Sin- 
ner stopped the rally to incorrectly 
challenge a ball which had landed flush 
on the baseline. 

Sinner was not about to self-destruct 
though. The clean power of his fore- 


hand, rifled low over the net with a re- 
sounding boom, the racket whipping 
around in a ferocious swat, was the de- 
cisive force in the match and gradually 
it became more and more irresistible. 
Safiullin faced break points in each of 
his first three service games of the third 
set, and though he staved them off in 
the first two, the heaviness of the Sinner 
forehand eventually pummelled him 
into a backhand error. 

From there, Sinner raced away with 
it. Now he faces the ultimate test. With 
his mop of red hair, he will be well sup- 
ported against Djokovic by his hard- 
core fan club, the Carota Boys, in their 
distinctive orange attire. They will be 
behind him, and he will also have one 
heck of a carrot dangling in front of 
him. 
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his Centre Court supremacy 


Time as a pundit and Clijsters 
pep talks shaped unlikely star 


Ji 


TIMES PHOTOGRAPHER MARC ASPLAND 


four sets and claim his 44th consecutive victory on Wimbledon’s main court 


Petulance lands 16-year-old 
Andreeva with £6,000 fine 


Mirra Andreeva has been handed the 
biggest fine ofthe championships so far. 
The 16-year-old Russian has been 
docked £6,190 of her £207,000 cheque 
for two charges of unsportsmanlike 
conduct. 

During her fourth-round defeat by 
Madison Keys, of the United States, on 
Monday, Andreeva twice threw her 
racket to the floor. 

The first offence at the end of the 
second-set tie-break earned her a 
warning from the umpire, Louise 
Azemar Engzell, who then handed her 
a point penalty that brought up match 
point when it happened again in the 
third. This despite Andreeva insisting 


that she had accidentally dropped her 
racket after slipping on the turf. The 
match point was saved, but Keys went 
on to win in three sets. At the end of the 
match Andreeva did not shake hands 
with Engzell and scurried off court. 

Last month, Andreeva narrowly 
avoided disqualification from the 
French Open — her grand-slam debut 
— when she fired a ball into the 
stands during her third-round match 
against Coco Gauff. 

She received a code violation for 
smashing the ball away after failing to 
take two set points before winning the 
opening set. Gauff fought back, though, 
to win the match. 


Christopher Eubanks 
was preparing for a life 
off the court but is now 
in SW19 quarter-finals, 
writes Stuart Fraser 


n the roof of the All 

England Club’s broadcast 

centre at midday on 

Tuesday came an 

indication of the 
new-found celebrity status of 
Christopher Eubanks. About 20 
hours after becoming a 
Wimbledon quarter-finalist, 
the 27-year-old was sitting 
at a table being 
interviewed live for the 
United States’ most- 
watched breakfast 
television programme, 
Good Morning 
America. 

The buzz 
surrounding Eubanks 
here is inescapable. With 
a game style that 
produces winners for fun 
and a personality that is full of 
charisma, his Wimbledon debut 
has captured the imagination of the 
many spectators who are seeing him 
here for the first time. By all accounts, 
the television audience across the 
pond is also captivated. 

“He has become a superstar back 
home,” James Blake, the former world 
No4 from the United States who has 
acted as a mentor for Eubanks in 
recent years, said. “It is great to see 
because he deserves it. He is the most 
genuine guy. 

“T have always thought that being 
yourself on the court really endears 
you to fans, whether that’s Pete 
Sampras who was very inwards and 
very focused or Marat Safin who was 
breaking rackets. I think it shines 
through to the fans where Chris is 
having fun out there. They want to 
have fun because he’s playing a match 
and they’re there to be entertained. 

“Don't get me wrong, he’s got the 
work ethic. He's doing everything he 
can but hes also having a good time 
while he's doing it. I think fans really 
appreciate that." 

It has taken some time for the 
Eubanks show to be introduced to the 
world. After growing up in Atlanta — 
his father Mark is a baptist minister 
— he was on the tour early as a 15- 
year-old but only as a practice partner 
for the former top-40 player Donald 
Young. Three years of competition 
and education on the American 
college circuit for Georgia Tech then 
followed before he turned 
professional at the age of 21 in 2017. 

A solid player on the second-tier 
ATP Challenger tour for several 
years, Eubanks struggled to make the 
next step into the world's top 100. 
Early last year he became so 
frustrated with his tennis that he 
decided to pursue other productive 
avenues in which to spend his time in 
between tournaments. An 
opportunity to work as a pundit for 
the Tennis Channel on American 
television came up. 


“We have 
had other 
players pop 
in when they 
have been 
injured,” Jon 
Wertheim, the 
respected 
[——4 : i 
e / American tennis 
À journalist and 
broadcaster who 
worked alongside 
Eubanks, said. “This was really quite 
different. He was outside the top 100 
and approached this as a job, as a 
future career, not a fun side gig. He 
prepared, read through the notes and 
sought advice and ways to improve” 

Eubankss thoughtful analysis 
received such rave reviews that he has 
been invited back since on several 
occasions. Three months ago he 
missed out on entry to the Monte 
Carlo Masters, the traditional curtain- 
raiser to the European clay-court 
swing, so he spent a week in the 
Tennis Channel studio instead. 

"The commentary really helps my 
perception on the court,’ Eubanks 
said. “I can take a bit of the emotion 
out and say like, ‘Hey, if I were 
watching this match and calling it, 
what would I be telling myself, and 
stop getting so emotionally charged 
when things don’t go my way’. There 
are certain times where I might make 
errors and make mistakes, but if I’m 
in the booth, I can say that’s a good 
error and that’s OK, that’s going to 
pay off in the long run.” 

A big breakthrough eventually 
came in March when Eubanks 
reached the quarter-finals of the 
Miami Open. By winning his third- 
round match against Croatia’s Borna 
Coric, then ranked No 20, he 
guaranteed a place in the world’s top 
100 for the first time. He was so 
overwhelmed afterwards that he 
broke down in tears. 

“When he broke into the top 100, I 
think it was a huge pressure release,” 
Blake said. “The other thing he’s 
talked about is that he’s done every 
little thing that little bit better, 
whether it’s the recovery or the 
nutrition. I was on him for the past 
five or six years saying he needed to 
beef up a little bit. Even though it 
may not look like it, he was even 
skinnier when he started on tour.” 

Eubanks’s sudden improvement on 
grass has come as a surprise. After 


Eubanks’ improved performances on court have coincided 
with the time he has spent working for TV channels, left 


Standing out 


Of the eight men in the last eight, 
Eubanks tops several categories 


Most aces 

C Eubanks 85 

ARublev E 55 

First serve (96) 

C Eubanks 70 

D Medvedev D 69 

Most return winners 

C Eubanks 21 

H Rune | 14 

Most winners 

C Eubanks 247 
RsSafiulin rT) 
Most unforced errors 

C Eubanks 163 
RSafiulin BEEN 162 


Serve and volley (%) 
C Eubanks 17 


R Safiullin [| 10 Note: All statistics for first 
and N Djokovic four rounds of men’s singles 


previously stating that he “hated” the 
surface, a conversation with the 
former world Nol Kim Clijsters 
helped to change his attitude towards 
lawn tennis. In the week leading up to 
Wimbledon he won his first ATP tour 
title at the Mallorca Championships. 

“We played World Team Tennis [an 
exhibition event in the US] together 
last year and had a good connection,” 
Clijsters said. “We would talk for hours 
at times after some of our matches 
and he was just really picking my 
brain. He was very, very open with his 
frustration on the grass courts.” 

Eubanks is following in the 
footsteps of inspirational figure 
Arthur Ashe — Eubanks was a 
double for Ashe in the 2021 
documentary Citizen Ashe — by 
joining him and MaliVai Washington 
as the only three black American men 
to reach the Wimbledon quarter- 
finals in the open era (1968 onwards). 
Whatever the result of his match 
against the No3 seed Daniil 
Medvedev today, he is assured of a 
billing alongside the top players at 
next month’s US Open. 

“I hope he enjoys being a superstar 
because I think that is what he is in 
the making of,” Blake said. 
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Sport 


David Walsh 


Stage winner dedicates victory 
to memory of his team-mate 


Tour de France, page 54 


Page 58 


Golf boss: We 
had to cave in 
to Saudi cash 


Plan to offer McIlroy his own team on rebel tour 


Tom Kershaw 


The PGA Tour told a US Senate 
committee that LIV Golfs Saudi 
backers could "gut us in five years" if it 
had not negotiated a peace deal with 
the country’s sovereign wealth fund. 

The shock framework agreement for 
a merger between the PGA Tour, the 
DP World Tour, and the Public Invest- 
ment Fund, which finances LIV, was 
announced after a dramatic U-turn last 
month. After being called to testify at 
Capitol Hill, two of the PGA Tours 
most senior executives admitted they 
were helpless in their fight against the 
PIF and accused LIV Golfs manage- 
ment of "attempting to destroy golf”. 

Documents released as part of the 
Senates investigation laid bare the 
acrimony towards Greg Norman, who 
PGA Tour executives attempted to oust 
as LIV Golf's chief executive as part of 
theframework agreement, along with a 
series of extraordinary proposals 
floated by the PIF as part of the 
potential treaty, including: 
© offering Rory Mcllroy and Tiger 
Woods their own teams in the 
breakaway league; and 
© making Yasir Al-Rumayyan, the PIF 
governor and Newcastle chairman, a 
member of the Augusta National and 
the R&A. 

Jimmy Dunne, a PGA Tour board 
member who brokered the deal, told 
the Senate committee: “My fear is if we 
don't get to an agreement, they're all 
putting in billions to golf, they've got a 
management team that wants to 


destroy golf, and they have an unlimit- 
ed amount of money. I’m more con- 
cerned they'll end up owning golf if we 
don't doit.” Dunne, who testified along- 
side Ron Price, the PGA Tours chief 
operating officer, said the organisation 
is currently in negotiations that would 
result in the PGA Tour receiving an 
investment “north of $lbillion” 
(£770 million) if the agreement is 
completed, but that it is currently “just 
a mutual agreement to continue to 
negotiate”, with several issues yet to be 
resolved if the golfing landscape is to be 
reunited under one umbrella. 

An extraordinary 276-page trove of 
documents released by the Senate 
detailed how the initial agreement 
between two sides, who had been 
locked in bitter legal disputes, came to- 
gether, along with a meeting that took 
place between McIlroy and Al-Rumay- 
yan in Dubai in November last year. 

Other ideas floated during negotia- 
tions prior to the framework included a 
“World Golf Series” team event that 
would comprise LIV, PGA and DP 
World Tour players and conclude in 
Saudi Arabia and that two PGA Tour 
events be sponsored by the PIF or the 
Saudi oil company Aramco, one of 
which would take place in Saudi Arabia. 

The framework agreement has been 
heavily scrutinised by members of the 
US Senate, who castigated the PGA 
Tour for aligning itself with Saudi 
Arabia, citing the country’s human 
rights record, the murder of journalist 
Jamal Khashoggi, and “other terrorist 
Continued on page 59 


Martin Samuel 


Bayern should make a serious bid 
for Kane or leave him alone 
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Mum's the word for Svitolina 


Nine months after the birth of her son, Elina Svitolina is in the Wimbledon 
women’s singles semi-finals after beating No1 seed Iga Swiatek, pages 60-61 


Foakes in cold 
as Bairstow 
keeps gloves 


Elizabeth Ammon 


Jonny Bairstow will retain the gloves 
for the fourth Ashes Test next week 
after England named an unchanged 
squad for the match at Emirates Old 
Trafford. 

Bairstow was recalled in place of Ben 
Foakes this summer after recovering 
from a long-term leg injury but has 
struggled in the first three matches of a 
nail-biting series, dropping important 
catches behind the stumps and scoring 
only one half-century in six innings. 

The 33-year-old looked “horribly out 
of nick” during the third Test at Head- 
ingley, according to The Times’ Steve 
James, and calls to reinstate Foakes 
have steadily grown. However, Foakes 
is notin the 14-man squad for the fourth 
Test that starts next Wednesday, which 
England must win to retain their hopes 
of winning the series. 

England face decisions over who will 
bat at No3 — Harry Brook and Moeen 
Ali shared the job at Headingley but 
England are understood to be keen to 
protect Brook and keep him at his 
preferred position of five, meaning Ali 
is likely to step up to bat at three. 

The make-up of the rest of the team 
will depend on whether Ben Stokes is 
able to bowl. Stuart Broad, Mark Wood 
and Chris Woakes are likely to keep 
their places, which would leave Ollie 
Robinson, Josh Tongue and James 
Anderson fighting it out for the remain- 
ing seam-bowling slot. 

Anderson, 40, was involved in 
England's narrow defeats at Edgbaston 
and Lord’s but struggled to find any 
rhythm, taking only three wickets 
across the four innings, and was rested 
for the Headingley Test, where they 
kept the series alive. 

Robinson is likely to miss out in 
Manchester having had back spasms 
during the third Test. 

Woakes will stay at No8 after a 
successful return to the side. The all- 
rounder played his first Test in more 
Continued on page 57 
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ACROSS 
1 Foaming at the mouth while 
nursing broken toe, perhaps? (7,3) 
6 Fish that’s fat dropping by (4) 

10 Drink containing old grape (5) 

11 Human organ left in cup of tea? (9) 

12 I ask more quizzically about 
bouillon that’s overwhelmed a fish 
dish (8,6) 

14 Cleanliness elevated boy or girl, 
reportedly? (7) 

15 I stop after short time — 
somewhere to get a little drink? (7) 

17 Titanic battle, shower wiped from 
terrain (7) 

19 Bread cut after vehicle leaves (7) 

20 Under the circumstances, the Best 
Picture (2,4,2,2,4) 

23 Wine in cooler shown to the left 
alongside last of Shiraz (9) 

24 Sound of sucker in drain (5) 

25 Back in bureau, a seriously hairy 
man (4) 

26 Filth originally inside an incisor 
unfortunately too deep to pick up? 


(10) 


1 Composer stripped for Native 
American tribe (4) 

2 Legendary king with weapon 
beating sword, battle-axe (9) 

3 Meeting client, senorita excited (14) 

4 Potential killer, European breaking 
measure of work up (7) 

5 A heartless old F1 driver, father of 
many (7) 

7 Pledge to collect one, finding lift 
quickly (5) 

8 Generous offer shipping the gear 
abroad (10) 

9 It’s hard to imagine those people 
getting singled out on tour of 
Slough (3,4,7) 

13 Animal with endless German 
ee agree to confiscate that 

10 

16 Ocean after the tracks initially in 
mind — on this? (4,5) 

18 Wife invested in African currency, 
an African (7) 

19 Horror story German playwright 
hasn't begun (7) 

21 Will written finally with name in 
Indian state (5) 

22 In church, vice out of bounds (4) 
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Check today’s answers by ringing 0905 757 
0141 by midnight. Calls cost £1 per minute 
plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke 0333 202 3390. 


Newspapers 
support recycling 


The recycled paper content of 
UK newspapers in 2020 was 6796 
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DATA PRIVACY 
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Is it time for GDPR 2.0? 


Five years on from the arrival of GDPR, the UK is weighing up post-Brexit divergence 
as a chance to refresh the data protection rules. What might that mean for compliance? 


Jack Apollo George 


he information superhigh- 

way slows for no one. Data 

and capital have crossed 
borders with greater ease than people 
for decades. But try to move the per- 
sonal data of Europeans outside the 
EU and you'll be in serious trouble. 

As the gold standard for data pri- 
vacy, the General Data Protection 
Regulation (GDPR) undoubtedly has 
teeth. For instance, in May, Meta’s 
EU base in Ireland was fined €1.2bn 
by the European Data Protection 
Board (EDPB) for breaching the flag- 
ship data protection law. Andrea 
Jelinek, the chair of the EDPB, 
alleged that Meta had engaged in 
“systematic, repetitive and continu- 
ous” transfers of personal user data 
from the EU to the US. To date, it’s 
the biggest fine levied under GDPR. 

The UK adopted GDPR in 2018. In 
the five years since then, British 
businesses have become fully 
aligned with those on the Conti- 
nent regarding data regulation. 
You’ll have noticed the pop-ups 
asking you to accept cookies or to 
opt in to a company’s data privacy 
policy when you visit their website. 
That’s GDPR in action: nominally 
putting your data in your hands, 
and giving you the choice to share it 
online if you so please. 

That said, the mechanism is 
clunky. Plenty of sites don’t have a 
‘no’ button immediately available, 
which makes it easier to click ‘yes’ 
without fully being aware of the 
consequences. And the demands on 
the compliance side are far from 
negligible, especially when dealing 
with large amounts of personally 
identifiable data. 

Various other issues have also 
arisen, with complaints ranging 
from the fact that GDPR takes a ‘one- 
size-fits-all’ approach - its provi- 
sions not being tailored to different 
sizes of business, sectors or data use 
cases - to broader concerns that it 
overburdens those businesses desig- 
nated as data controllers. 

In the past few years, then, there 
have been murmurs of the UK tak- 
ing advantage of Brexit to create its 
own, distinct data protection regu- 
lation. The goal: to cut red tape and 
empower British businesses via a 
new and improved policy. The fear: 
deviating from a global gold stand- 
ard, diluting personal protections 
and hurting consumer confidence. 

Proposals for a new, UK-wide data 
protection bill are working their 
way through parliament. The secre- 
tary of state for science, technology 
and innovation, Michelle Donelan, 
introduced the Data Protection and 
Digital Information Bill in March. 
The announcement promised a 
“common-sense-led” law that would 


reduce the "costs and burdens" to 
British businesses. 
According to a government spokes- 
person, modernisation is the prime 
focus of this bill. “Our new Data Pro- 
tection Bill seizes a post-Brexit 
opportunity to bring our data rules 
into the current decade, delivering 
£4.7bn for the UK as a result,” they 
say. "The new regime will reduce 
burdens on businesses, boost the 
economy and unlock innovation 
across the UK, all while building on 
our already high standards for the 
protection of personal data." 


THE US TECH GIANTS ALREADY HAVE A GDPR COMPLIANCE PROBLEM 
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One of the key challenges in 
refreshing GDPR, however, will be 
achieving so-called EU data ade- 
quacy, which allows EU data to flow 
freely to a third-party country. This 
would ensure there are no trade fall- 
outs with European partners, which 
could otherwise prove incredibly 
costly to British businesses. As evi- 
denced by high-profile GDPR- 
related fines, the US does not have 
EU data adequacy. 

But legal analysis of the govern- 
ment’s new bill has found several 
areas of potential divergence from 
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GDPR, including the possibility of 
commercial enterprises being ex- 
empted from some data protection 
requirements if the data is being 
used for purposes that could “rea- 
sonably be described as scientific”. 
That would indicate an attempt, al- 
beit a risky one, to empower busi- 
nesses and researchers by avoiding 
one-size-fits-all red tape. 

But on the other side of the Chan- 
nel, some are asking if GDPR needs 
to get stricter, not more flexible. 

“Europe should double down on its 
flagship data protection law,” com- 
ments Townsend Feehan, CEO of 
IAB Europe, an association repre- 
senting digital advertisers and mar- 
keters across the continent. “GDPR 
empowers people in a way no other 
privacy law does. However, five 
years on, we are at risk of having 
choices taken out of people’s hands 
and placed into powerful aggrega- 
tors such as web browsers and oper- 
ating system manufacturers.” 

Even among businesses required 
to comply with GDPR, there seems 
little appetite for any loosening of 
the rules or lifting of the compliance 
burden. That’s because giving con- 
sumers control, via pop-ups and 
clear privacy policies, can be a posi- 
tive thing, and because complying 
with GDPR has improved busi- 
nesses’ data practices generally. 

Alex Laurie is senior vice-presi- 
dent of global sales engineering at 
identity verification software pro- 
vider ForgeRock. He acknowledges 
that while the implementation of 
GDPR hasn’t always been straight- 
forward, “what it has unequivocally 
achieved is a new level of trust 
among consumers”. 

“What we'd expect to see next,” he 
comments, "is even more control 
being given back to consumers, who 
should get to decide which informa- 
tion is shared with what providers, 
instead of mass-sharing all of their 
personal data." 

Scott McKinnon, field CISO for 
EMEA at US cloud company 
VMware, suggests that the focus for 
future regulation should be on 
encouraging a more holistic "pri- 
vacy by design" approach. This 
means ^not only evaluating a com- 
pany's adherence to the law, but also 
its effectiveness in safeguarding 
individuals' privacy". 

"By adopting this approach," he 
explains, "businesses will be incen- 
tivised to prioritise privacy protec- 
tion, rather than solely focusing on 
meeting regulatory requirements." 

Whetherthe UK government's new 
bill achieves the right balance of 
enshrining personal data protec- 
tions while also alleviating burdens 
for businesses remains to be seen. 
Either way, after five years of GDPR, 
the UK is undoubtedly moving into a 
new era of data protection. 9 
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SUSTAINABILITY 


The power 
of green 
purse strings 


Armed with some significant incentives, 
trade finance providers are well-positioned 
to help businesses achieve good ESG 
standards in their supply chains. But can 
they really police this model themselves, 
without the guiding hand of a regulator? 


lissful ignorance is no 
longer an option. From Jan- 
uary 2026, large corporates 


with operations in Europe will need 
to have full oversight of the environ- 
mental, social and governance (ESG) 
standards in their supply chains, 
under the terms of the EU's Corpo- 
rate Sustainability Reporting Direc- 
tive (CSRD). And from January 2027, 
the rules tighten up even further, to 
include smaller firms. 

Given that large companies often 
have tens of thousands of suppliers 
around the world - and many tiers of 
suppliers - that won't be easy. But 
help may be at hand. 

Big corporates use trade banks to 
provide supply chain finance (SCF). 
That's to say, they ask their bank to 
extend credit to a supplier on better 
terms than the small firm could 
command on its own. It's a form of 
receivables finance, and can be used 
to encourage certain behaviours. 

Walmart, for example, works with 
HSBC to source cheaper finance for 
suppliers that have better sustaina- 


bility ratings as part of its global 
Sustainable Supply Chain Finance 
programme. The smaller firms ben- 
efit from pricing that is linked to 
Walmart's credit rating. 

The idea now is that SCF could be 
used as a carrot to encourage better 
flows of data around ESG compli- 
ance and higher ESG standards. 

This already seems to be a growing 
trend. "The number of conversa- 
tions we are having with clients on 
embedding sustainability into their 
supply chains has increased signifi- 
cantly over the last 12 months," says 
Vasilka Shishkova, solutions struc- 
turing director for global trade and 
receivables finance at HSBC. She 
explains that the demand is largely 
down to the new disclosure and 
reporting requirements. 

The CSRD does not mandate any 
specific penalties for non-com- 
pliance, but the expectation is that 
no one will want to be the skunk at 
the ESG picnic. That would mean 
higher costs of finance and 
reputational problems. 


The current guidelines may also 
be just the start. Research by HSBC 
and the Boston Consulting Group in 
2021 showed that global supply 
chains account for up to 80% of the 
world's total carbon emissions. 
Unless supply chains adapt to 
become greener, more socially 
responsible and reflective of good 
governance practices, the planet 
has a serious problem. 

So, could a combination of report- 
ing guidelines like the CSRD and 
incentivised ‘self-regulation’ via 
SCF be the solution? Or does there 
always need to be a regulator mak- 
ing companies toe the line? 

It’s a question made all the more 
important by a rising awareness of 
the various issues in global supply 
chains, from hidden child labour to 
the destruction of rainforests and 
toxic oil spills. But as Angela 
Francis, director of policy solutions 
at WWF-UK, explains, supply 
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for good. “Trade is an enormous 
driver of innovation,” she says. “We 
have got to use it to drive net zero.” 
Some corporates are already rejig- 
ging their supply chains to do just 
that. “The rules of engagement are 
changing,” says Shishkova. “Previ- 
ously the goal was producing the 
best quality at the lowest price. 
Now, increasingly, conversa- 
tions are about transitioning 
manufacturing processes to 
embed ESG." That can even 
sometimes lead to 
dropping 


Improving SME 
access to finance 


suppliers which can't meet ESG 
standards or reporting require- 
ments, she adds. 

Of course, that kind of decision 
won't always be an easy call. "One 
problem is that smaller companies - 
both buyers and sellers - don't nec- 
essarily have the required data, 
especially when you get down to the 
deep tiers," observes Rebecca 
Harding, an international trade 
consultant who created the world's 
first automated sustainability scor- 
ingsystem for trade finance. 

Still, based on the sums involved 
alone, the idea of using SCF to drive 
good ESG standards does look con- 
vincing. According to  HSBC's 
research, up to half of the $100tn 
(£79tn) investment needed to 
achieve net zero by 2050 has to be 
directed towards SMEs. SCF could 
bea useful conduit for that. 

Then there's the global reach that 
trade finance offers. Shishkova 
argues that SCF could ultimately 
achieve a far greater impact than 
legislation or other conventional 
forms of ESG regulation, on the 
grounds that supply chains connect 
millions of companies worldwide. 

But hitting the mark remains a 
work in progress. "Most banks 
would say that if you can get tar- 
geted money to businesses in supply 
chains, that can help both the sup- 
ply chain and the bank to be more 

sustainable," says Harding. "The 

problem is that it's hard to know 
what, say, 'green' really means." 

There are other practicalissues 

too, Harding adds. "Supply 

chain finance tends to move 

quite quickly - within 30 days. 

Getting the right data, at the 

righttime, can be both expen- 

sive and unwieldy." 
A further challenge - for 
SCF providers and regula- 


54% tors alike - is that dealing 
Offering favourable rates 
based on ESG criteria 


with ESG is a moving target. 
What needs to be done will 
change as the climate 
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transition proceeds and the planet 
warms. What's more, many prob- 
lems, such as the loss of biodiversity, 
are so-called 'externalities' that are 
not yet priced into business models. 

"Regulators want to know about 
the ESG-related risk exposures of 
banks because regulators are tasked 
with overseeing financial stability. 
But this looks backward and not for- 
ward to the ESG transition that 
needs to take place," says Harding. 
That could, she says, lead to more 
‘green-hushing’, where firms focus 
ontoeingthe current regulatory line 
and keep quiet about what's needed 
for the future. 

Harding suggests that SCF provid- 
ersandtheirclients should approach 
regulators to discuss what rules, 
standards and data would help the 
banks to effectively incentivise 
more sustainable supply chains. 
"So, for example, the regulations 
could be changed to allow different 
capitalratios [at banks] for more sus- 
tainable assets," she suggests. 

After all, the banks are just part of 
a much bigger - and highly politi- 
cised - space, Harding explains. 
"Trade is being weaponised and the 
sustainability agenda is being weap- 
onised. The banks are the foot sol- 
diers in this space and they are 
being told to go over the top. They're 
damned if they do and damned if 
they don't." 

Fundamentally, in Harding's view, 
the need for good ESG standards in 
supply chains means that banks are 
being asked to shift from a val- 
ue-based model to one that priori- 
tises values. But a banking and 
funding model not built on market 
prices is a radical departure. 

"A new values-based economic 
system requires a public discus- 
sion," Harding says. "For example, 
should the rich north try to impose 
its values on the global south?" 
That's hardly, of course, the sort of 
question a bank can be expected to 
answer alone. 
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'Compliance is 
assuming an ever 
more strategic role' 


The rise of ESG is a chance for compliance teams to 
step up and help companies do the right business in 
the right way, says the International Compliance 
Association's Pekka Dare 


n today's dynamic busi- 
ness environment, the re- 
mit of compliance practi- 


tioners is constantly evolving. 
Current priorities include ESG and 
supply chain risk; rapid technologi- 
cal change; financial crime and oth- 
er threats to consumer protection 
from the cost-of-living crisis; the 
growing scope and complexity of 
sanctions regimes; and more besides. 

And in the face of such change, 
compliance is assuming an ever 
more strategic role, helping organi- 
sations navigate this landscape, and 
ultimately enabling good business. 

The rise of ESG is a prime example 
of this. Compliance practitioners 
can make an essential contribution 
towards meeting ESG obligations, 
by helping organisations identify 
their ESG risk appetite and expo- 
sure, and by influencing ESG strate- 
gy. This includes understanding 
emerging global ESG standards, re- 
porting frameworks and regula- 
tions, and then designing and im- 
plementing policies, procedures 
and controls to adhere to them. 

Climate risk and reporting is one 
area receiving considerable atten- 
tion. For instance, in the UK, regula- 
tors' expectations are ramping up, 
with the Prudential Regulation Au- 
thority (PRA) requiring business 
leaders to articulate how climate 
considerations are integrated into 
their organisations' strategies, gov- 
ernance structures and risk man- 
agement processes. Meanwhile, the 
Financial Conduct Authority (FCA) 
has urged firms to develop clear 
net-zero transition plans, despite fi- 
nal rules still being in development. 

To date, the limited availability 
and poor quality of data has hin- 
dered climate risk assessments, re- 
porting and planning. While many 
organisations have some grasp of 
their scope one and scope two emis- 
sions (those directly or indirectly 
associated with day-to-day opera- 
tions), measuring scope three emis- 
sions (those embedded in the value 
chain) is proving more challenging, 
particularly for businesses with 
complex global footprints. 

With that in mind, the PRA ex- 
pects firms to have a "counterparty 
engagement strategy". This should 
help them understand how their 
counterparties plan to manage cli- 
mate risk exposures, and will then 
informtheir decisions on which cus- 
tomers to accept and which sectors 
to operate in. 


As well as requiring improved 
transparency around ESG in busi- 
nesses’ supply chains, regulators 
are also paying closer attention to 
the products and services that firms 
offer. Terms such as "green" or “sus- 
tainable" have historically been 
poorly defined. Now though, as a 
consensus emerges around appro- 
priate metrics for assessing the en- 
vironmental and social impact of 
products and services, organisa- 
tions increasingly run the risk of 
greenwashing. Compliance teams 
will play a major role in ensuring 
that businesses walk the walk here. 

Finally, organisations must also 
embed ESG objectives within their 
broader values, goals and culture to 
avoid the shortcomings of a tick-box 
approach. For compliance, similar 
work took place following the 2008 
financial crisis, as regulatory atten- 
tion shifted from monitoring firms’ 
adherence to rules and principles 
towards scrutinising organisational 
purpose and outcomes. This re- 
quired firms to initiate sweeping 
programmes of cultural change. 

So, while ESG may seem like new 
territory for compliance, it is reallya 
natural extension of the strategic di- 
rection the role has taken over the 
past decade, as the overlaps be- 
tween ESG and broader financial 
conduct and financial crime compli- 
ance make plain. Indeed, NGOs 
such as Transparency International 
increasingly highlight the interac- 
tions between bribery and corrup- 
tion, poor governance, and negative 
environmental and social impacts. 

The emergence of ESG, then, is 
simply a new frontier in compli- 
ance’s ongoing mission: to help the 
right business be conducted in the 
right way. @ 


Pekka Dare 


President, 


International Compliance Association 
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Four defining 
trends for the 
future of regulation 


Increasing complexity and higher volumes of data have entered 
the regulation conversation, compelling financial institutions to 
shift their compliance strategies 


he pace and complexity of 
regulation that's built up 
since the global financial 


crisis has made it harder than ever for 
financial firms to manage compliance 
- from trade reporting mismatches to 
sprawling and increasingly outdated 
systems, financial institutions are 
assessing if there may be a better way 
to handle regulatory change. 

Paul Rennison, director of prod- 
uct management at deltaconX, walks 
through some of the key regulatory 
and compliance developments that the 
C-suite will need to be prepared for in 
the coming months. 


O 1 Data standardisation goes global 

The wave of financial regulation 
hat came out in the wake of the global 
financial crisis, such as the Dodd-Frank 
Act in the US and the European Market 
nfrastructure Regulation (EMIR) in the 
EU, has created a mountain of report- 
ing requirements that are expensive 
o comply with, says Rennison. One of 
he shortcomings with those rules is a 
ack of standardisation; trades could 
be reported by both counterparties in 
slightly different ways, resulting in sig- 
nificant amounts of reporting data that 
doesn't match up, he explains. 

As regulators seek to refresh those 
rules, the International Organization 
of Securities Commissions (IOSCO) 
and the Committee on Payments and 
Market Infrastructure (CPMI) are work- 
ing together to create a common lex- 
icon for trade reporting to establish 
greater data harmonisation across 
jurisdictions. This can improve accu- 
racy but also reduce the expense of 
having to retain and manage complex 
data sets that vary depending on where 
the trade took place. "Standardising 
this makes it easier for an apple to 
equal an apple wherever you trade that 
apple,” says Rennison. 
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Standardising this 
makes it easier for 
an apple to equal an 
apple wherever you 
trade that apple 


"The growth of grey IT” 

02 Organisations have fewer 
resources at their disposal after many 
people left the industry during the 
pandemic, while the pace of regula- 
tory change remains relentless, says 
Rennison. "It's never a single project 
within a firm; it's a programme of work," 
he says. "It's like painting the Forth 
Bridge - you get to the end and look back, 
and you have to go and start again." 

This ongoing monitoring and man- 
aging of rule changes is expensive. 
Systems that were robust when post-fi- 
nancial-crisis regulations were first 
implemented are growing outdated. 
“It is hard to get continuing reinvest- 
ment; you get stuff bolted on to keep 
it going, so you get the growth of grey 
IT which becomes even more expen- 
sive to maintain as it starts to die," says 
Rennison. Organisations need to start 
reassessing their approach to tech- 
nology and how to manage compliance 
where change is constant, and costs 
continue to surge. 


Outsourcing strategies 

O 3 for uncertain times 
The cost of managing in-house compli- 
ance systems is prompting many organ- 
isations to consider outsourcing strat- 
egies, especially where the benefits of 
he cloud can be realised. In the past, 
data was retained in-house because it 
was deemed to be commercially sensi- 
ive information and too high risk to go 
beyond the organisation's firewall, says 
Rennison. Over the past 10 years, that 
view has shifted as organisations rec- 
ognise the potential savings - particu- 
arly as datasets get bigger and more 
costly to manage in-house, he says. 

By moving to the cloud, systems can 
be lighter, more agile and more elastic, 
making it easier to scale in tandem with 


the growth in data volumes. "If | can 
get someone else to operate the ser- 
vices for me, then | can take that finite, 
scarce internal resource and reallo- 
cate it somewhere else” Rennison 
says. "You're taking away a lot of the 
water-carrying functions - the repeat 
operation processes - so your com- 
pliance team can do higher-value work 
with the data collected." 


Driving proactive 

0 compliance with AI 
Regulators are already adopting AI to 
support their analysis of reporting 
data, helping them look for patterns or 
behavioural changes at both a market 
level and also at an individual entity 
level, says Rennison. 

The end goal for using Al in this way 
is the hope that it can help regula- 
tors spot incidents like the collapse 
of Lehman Brothers or Silicon Valley 
Bank before they happen. "That can 
enable regulators to start providing 
warnings rather than just being reac- 
tive," he says. Al is also giving regu- 
lators more confidence to analyse 
larger data sets, with financial insti- 
tutions expected to supply even more 
detailed reporting information to sup- 
port that deeper analysis. Al will also 
help compliance teams better analyse 
trading data to bolster efficiency and 
develop a complete understanding of 
their risk exposures. 


For more information, visit 
deltaconx/report2023 
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Know Your Customer processes have been a mainstay of the compliance function for 20 years or more, serving as the first 
line of defence in safeguarding businesses from money-laundering and the various other financial, security and reputational 
threats out there. But with greater geopolitical uncertainty, a rising tide of cyber threats and tighter budgets all complicating 
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the picture, where do KYC teams stand? 


STAYING UP TO DATE DOMINATES, PUSHING ESG DOWN THE AGENDA CYBERSECURITY IS CONSISTENTLY THE BIGGEST CHALLENGE FOR KYC TEAMS 
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The art of doin 


more with less 


Regulations are changing at record pace 
and budgets are tighter than ever. To cope, 


compliance teams will need a new mindset, 


new skills and new technology 


Sally Percy 


eeping up with today's rap- 
idly changing regulatory 
landscape is a task of some 


magnitude. Nobody wants to drop 
the ball, and that puts the onus 
firmly on compliance teams to en- 
sure their companies don't fall foul 
of punishing fines or suffer signifi- 
cant reputational damage. 

It's a task made more complex by 
the sheer breadth of activity in the 
regulatory space. For instance, the 
recent proliferation of data privacy 
laws globally has created large vol- 
umes of work for compliance teams. 
At the same time, they have had to 
navigate a tighter sanctions regime 
due to the Ukraine war, while also 
responding to the rise of sustaina- 
bility-related regulations. This is in 
addition to monitoring a stream of 
other regulations specific to the 
countries where they operate, as 
well as to their individual industries 
and sectors. 

But while the remit of compliance 
teams continues to expand, their 
budgets and resources are not keep- 
ing pace. A recent survey by Thom- 
son Reuters Regulatory Intelligence 
of more than 350 compliance lead- 
ers in financial services identified 
their greatest challenges in 2023 as 
being the volume and the imple- 
mentation of regulatory change, fol- 
lowed by the pressure to balance 
budgets and resources, and retain- 
ing skilled personnel. 

Nearly three-quarters (7396) of re- 
spondents to the survey expected 
an increase in regulatory activity 
over the next year. Yet 6296 of 


respondents expected the size of 
their compliance team to stay the 
same over the coming 12 months, 
and 5?6 believed it would reduce. 
What's more, nearly half (4596) ex- 
pected their budget to remain the 
same as today or to shrink. 

"The constraints are tight for 
every company," acknowledges Tom 
Cowles, chief compliance officer for 
US-based cloud storage company 
Box. "In today's economy, we have to 
optimise our business spend and 
manage higher interest rates and la- 
bour costs. Fundamentally, we have 
to do more with less." 

What this requires in practice, ac- 
cording to Cowles, is ruthless priori- 
tisation of what seems important. 
"We ask, where can we make the 
most impact from our investments? 
For us, it’s spending time on our 
riskiest areas." 

Kate Armitage, EMEA and APAC 
compliance director at OneStream 
Software, agrees that prioritisation 
is fundamental to the effective func- 
tioning of a robust compliance func- 
tion. "There's always a lofty ambi- 
tion to do everything straight away," 
she says. "But we don't want to boil 
the ocean. So, we plan, we delegate 
and we use our team to the best of 
their abilities." 

Armitage stresses that compliance 
functions must be "ever prepared for 
change". Her team does this by 
watching webinars, signing up for 
data feeds and reports, and attend- 
ing events. ^You learn to keep your 
eyes and ears to the ground and be 
aware of what's going on," she says. 


If they are to operate effectively 
with lean resources, it is critical that 
compliance functions are staffed by 
the right people, who have the right 
skills and the right mindsets. 

"Compliance is often viewed as a 
cost centre, the voice of ‘no’, and the 
stopper to everything the business 
wants to do," says Hilary Wandall, 
chief ethics and compliance officer 
at business data provider Dun & 
Bradstreet. "But if it is perceived 
that way, people will try to avoid it 
as much as possible and it won't be 
able to attract talented professionals 
who like to drive change." 

She argues that the compliance 
function must support the business 
to grow sustainably. "I talk about 
compliance as a function that builds 
trust, if it's done well," she says. 

The Thomson Reuters research 
highlights that communication, 
critical thinking and internal influ- 
ence are among the most important 
skills required by today's compli- 
ance professionals, alongside atten- 
tion to detail, integrity and sub- 
ject-matter expertise. 

Linda Gibson is head of regulatory 
change for EMEA at BNY Mellon 
Pershing, which provides clearing, 
custody, settlement and dealing ser- 
vices to wealth management clients 
and institutional broker dealers. 
She advises compliance functions to 
attract staff with a commercial 
focus, who can see the bigger pic- 
ture. Compliance professionals 
must embrace the "thoughtful" ap- 
proach needed to implement 'princi- 
ples-based' regulations such as the 
Financial Conduct Authority's con- 
sumer duty, she observes. 

Compliance teams are overcoming 
their budgetary and skills con- 
straints by collaborating more effec- 
tively with their colleagues in risk 
and governance. If, for instance, a 
compliance monitoring team plans 
to test an area of the business, they 
could inform their colleagues in risk 
and governance with a view to shar- 
ingthe scope. 
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“Instead of three teams looking at 
the same area within a year, there 
would be a coordinated effort,” 
explains Gibson. “That makes for 
better efficiency for the risk func- 
tions and for the affected area of the 
business, which is not potentially 
interrupted three times.” 

Of course, the goalposts for 
compliance frequently move. This 
year has brought an explosion of 
interest in generative AI technolo- 
gies, combined with growing 
concerns that these technologies 
represent an existential threat to 
society. With policymakers now 
taking a keen interest in AI, compa- 
nies should expect to have to comply 
with some significant AI regulation 
in future. This will inevitably affect 
the skills that their compliance 
teams will need. 

“Compliance experts need to 
know exactly how regulation will 
affect all areas of the business,” says 
Wandall. “So, compliance profes- 
sionals will need to understand AI, 
generative AI and how prompt engi- 
neering works, and what the risks 
are if it all goes wrong." 

To boost their efficiency, then, 
compliance professionals will also 
need to make better and wiser use of 
AI, the cloud and other technologies 
in their own work. This includes 
automating processes - as far as 
they can. According to research by 
IT consultancy Accenture, 93% of 
compliance professionals believe 
that new technologies will make 
compliance easier by automating 
human tasks, removing human 
errors and improving the effective- 
ness and efficiency of the process. 

Cowles reveals that Box is looking 
at how it can use its own AI tool to 
summarise the system and organi- 
sation control reports of its third- 
party vendors. Nevertheless, he’s 


conscious that there’s a “spectrum 
of risk” associated with AI, which 
is why the business is still trying to 
establish the extent to which it’s 
appropriate to use the technology. 

“For our highest-risk use cases, 
we can use AI to do the work a lot 
quicker,” he says, “but we do still 
need to double-check. But for 
low-risk use cases, where the conse- 
quence of failure is low, can we use 
AI to do 100% of that work? Probably. 
But we're still trying to find the line 
in the sand.” 

What, then, does the compliance 
team of the future look like? 

In terms of size, it’s unlikely to be 
much larger than it is today given 
the expectation that it will exploit 
new technological tools. The cost 
constraints on companies mean 
that it is unlikely to benefit from a 
much bigger budget, either - at least 
in the short term. 

Nevertheless, it will demand even 
deeper levels of subject-matter 
expertise, which will suit ambitious 
compliance professionals who are 
looking to upskill and enhance their 
standing internally. 

“The expertise of the individuals 
in the compliance department will 
need to be better,” comments Martin 
Hartley, group chief commercial 
officer at consultancy Emagine. 
“Because they will be the ones who 
are focused on the strategy and the 
decision-making. The personal 
touch will still be there, but the 
legwork can be done by machine 
learning and AI.” 

Gibson thinks that compliance 
functions will continue to be lean, 
but will be more integrated with the 
business. “It’s good news for people 
who are looking to join the compli- 
ance industry,” he says, “because 
ultimately they will have an even 
more varied and satisfying job.” @ 
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Entity portfolio 


management 
made simple 


Mercator’s knowledge and focus on entity portfolio management 
services, in tandem with its technology solution, helps global 
companies navigate an increasingly complex regulatory environment 


he last few years have not 
been easy for business lead- 
ers. The industries they work 


in have been significantly impacted bya 
myriad of risks and threats. As the con- 
sequences of the pandemic and Brexit 
continue to unravel, global businesses 
have been further buffeted by a war on 
Europe’s borders. This perfect storm 
of challenges has created a global cost 
of living crunch, an energy security 
crisis and supply chain shortages. In 
an era of uncertainty, where nothing 
is what it was, large-scale regulatory 
changes are emerging across the entire 
financial services sector. 

In this challenging environment, how 
do general counsels, company secre- 
taries and c-suite managers - who are 
responsible for managing hundreds, if 
not more, companies across dozens 
of countries - ensure healthy govern- 
ance, transparency and accountability 
across their global portfolio of enti- 
ties? How do they avoid fines and pre- 
vent reputational risk by filing correctly 
while meeting deadlines? 

It's a conundrum that the Citco group 
of companies (Citco), experts in inde- 
pendent fund administration for the 
alternative investment industry, wres- 
tled with for some time before coming 
up with a solution. Led by Kariem 
Abdellatif and building on the special- 
ised servicing platform that it devel- 
oped in the late 2000s, in 2021, Citco 
created Mercator by Citco, a centralised 
platform that provides clients with effi- 
cient, effective, and consistent Entity 
Portfolio Management services (EPM). 

"What separates Mercator from other 
platforms," says Abdellatif, "is our 
people. Spanning 180 different juris- 
dictions, Mercator pools its specialist 
team's vast accumulated knowledge of 
complex regulatory frameworks in each 
territory into a knowledge bank. This 
pool of knowledge, delivered through 
our proprietary technology platform, 
Entica, provides our clients with unri- 
valled and unparalleled visibility 24/7, 
365 days a year." 

Whenever an individual corpo- 
rate maintenance-related regulation 
changes, Mercator registers and vets 
it. Subsequently, clients receive a noti- 
fication via the Entica platform, which 
Abdellatif explains "is a custom-de- 
signed single pane of glass that gives 
clients total control over their global 
entity workflows." 

Entica, says Abdellatif, "instantly 
notifies the company secretaries and 
general counsels whose businesses 
are likely to be directly affected by the 
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and truly-objective 
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regulatory change, providing full trans- 
parency on fundamental regulatory 
adjustments to the right people in the 
right place at the right time... In this 
sense, Entica is very much a vector for 
knowledge delivery." 

Beyond enhanced visibility and 
predictability, the system also deliv- 
ers cost-efficiency benefits. Says 
Abdellatif: "Due to significant variations 
between clients, it is very difficult to 
provide one single figure for cost sav- 
ings. However, we have seen instances 
where clients achieved between 30 
to 35% in savings by using Mercator's 
offering. That said, the vast majority 
are primarily interested in the robust- 
ness of the framework, avoiding fines 
and mitigating risk, which of course, 
are also costs." 

In terms of efficiency, anecdotally at 
least, "Enticais also adding great value", 
says Abdellatif. “As part of a continuous 
improvement drive, we are constantly 
talking to our clients. Many organisa- 
tions tell us that Entica is so deeply 
woven within the fabric of their busi- 
nesses that it has become the meta- 
phorical water cooler' where company 
secretaries, accounting departments, 
tax divisions, and auditors gather and 
start to communicate." 


The data-centric platform gener- 
ates unique perspectives, which ena- 
bles businesses "to gain a fully accu- 
rate and truly-objective picture of 
the landscape". 

Abdellatif, who has accrued over 
three decades of experience in the 
international corporate servicing 
sector, explains: "We aggregate a lot 
of data on our system, which means it 
can be interrogated to discern differ- 
ent practices. Counter-intuitively, our 
2025 UK EPM special report revealed 
that despite the cost-of-living crisis, 
high inflation and interest rates, the 
UK is actually 36% cheaper and 40% 
faster than the combined average of 
80 jurisdictions worldwide for incor- 
porating and managing multinational 
egal entities. This really highlights the 
power of data to bring to the fore pat- 
erns and trends that we wouldn't have 
been previously able to identify." 

With more and more companies 
urning to EPM specialists, he hopes 
hat EPM will be recognised as a disci- 
pline in its own right. As for Mercator, 
Abdellatif says that "it's looking with 
considerable interest to the potential 
of artificial intelligence". 

“In the future, Al may well prove to be 
a powerful tool that will augment the 
stellar insights that our staff, our most 
precious resource, provide to our cli- 
ents," he concludes. 

That is no doubt a sentiment that 
Gerardus Mercator, the pioneering 
Flemish cartographer after which the 
business is named, would have shared. 


Find out more about Mercator's 
services and technology at 
mercator.net 
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Messaging apps like WhatsApp can create 
major headaches for businesses if employees 
are mixing personal and professional 
communications with clients, raising data 
protection issues and the threat of 


regulatory fines 


hatsApp may be a conven- 
© ient way for businesses to 

keep in touch with clients, 
but it has proven costly for some of 
the world’s biggest financial institu- 
tions. Around a dozen banking 
giants, including JPMorgan and 
Goldman Sachs, were hit with fines 
totalling more than $2bn (£1.6bn) 
last year for failing to monitor mes- 
sages sent via unauthorised apps 
such as WhatsApp. 

The episode underscored the risks 
that businesses face from the explo- 
sion in new digital communication 
channels and the challenges of 
keeping tabs on what employees are 
sharing on them. 

While the use of unauthorised 
communications long  pre-dated 
Covid, the pandemic accelerated it 
as the lines between home and work 
blurred - something that has per- 
sisted as hybrid working policies 
have become more established. 

"The office is a controlled environ- 
ment, where compliance has over- 
sight," says Damon Batten, a partner 
at regulatory consultancy Bovill. 
"But when you're at home, it's easy 
to just pick up and use your personal 


device and of course in that envi- 
ronment there isn't any oversight." 

That means work and personal 
communications are also blending. 
"When you have a relationship with 
aclient, they may also be a friend, or 
at least a contact in your network. So 
your communications with them 
may veer between the professional 
and the personal, especially if they 
are taking place on these messaging 
apps.” explains Batten. 

Given the more challenging com- 
petitive landscape and the pressure 
on firms to maintain margins, there 
is also often a willingness to com- 
municate with clients however the 
client wants, even if that means 


If you say that WhatsApp is 
banned, regulators will apply 
extra scrutiny because they know 
it's probably still going on 


FreshSplash via iStock 


using unauthorised channels, com- 
ments Alex Viall, chief strategy 


officer at Global Relay. 
"People often think that to satisfy 
the customer - and keep their 


business - they need to respond 
on-demand via whatever channel 
the customer wants to use," says 
Viall. “Given the proliferation of new 
channels, this is a complex problem.” 

While the banking fines were 
handed out for failing to keep proper 
records, rather than for any market 
abuse, there is an elevated risk that 
if employees communicate with cli- 
ents via an informal channel they 
may let slip information that they 
shouldn't, says Batten. Organisa- 
tions and individuals may also risk 
reputational damage if communica- 
tions sent on such channels are later 
subject to legal disclosures. 

"People need to understand that 
whatever they send digitally could 
come back to bite them," says Viall. 
*So they need to take care that if it 
appears in a court of law in five 
years' time, they would be happy to 
hear a prosecutor read it out." 

In addition, organisations need to 
think about issues of data govern- 
ance that could arise if employees 
use unauthorised apps for business 
communications. "Using an author- 
ised application for work communi- 
cations allows the business some 
level of control, such as applying 
retention periods so that the infor- 
mation isn't held for too long," 
explains Gayle McFarlane, a partner 
at Eversheds Sutherland. 

This is especially relevant since 
the introduction of the EU's General 
Data Protection Regulation and the 
increase in data subject requests, 
whereby businesses have a legal 
obligation to disclose the informa- 
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tion they hold on an individual. If 
employees use unauthorised apps to 
communicate it can complicate the 
retrieval of relevant data. 

In some cases, employees might be 
reluctant to disclose messages they 
shared on social apps because the 
content could be professionally 
embarrassing. But if they are tempt- 
ed to press the delete button, it 
would have serious consequences. 
"If they do that, they run the risk of 
committing a criminal offence 
under the Data Protection Act, 
which relates to destroying personal 
data after a request has been made 
for its disclosure," says McFarlane. 

But it isn't just financial services 
firms that need to be concerned 
about employees using unauthor- 
ised communications channels. 

"Data protection principles and 
information security principles 
apply to any business, in any indus- 
try," explains Frank Schemmel, sen- 
ior director of privacy and compli- 
ance at DataGuard. "The risk is that 
if you mix private and business data, 
you can then have uncontrolled 
storage and publication of confiden- 
tial information. In that scenario, 
the misuse of popular messaging 
services for business communica- 
tion affects any company." 

That's a mantra which also applies 
to internal messages, not just 
communications with customers. If 
employees are chatting with each 
other on social messaging apps and 
it occasionally involves business- 
related matters, those messages 
would then fall under regulatory 
scope for data protection rules. 

"The decision for companies to 
takeis whether they need an institu- 
tional record for ephemeral water 
cooler-type conversations," says 


McFarlane. "Sometimes you will 
because you're carrying out regulat- 
ed business. But at other times there 
may well be a greater risk in captur- 
ing chit-chat than there is in not 
capturing it." 

That means unregulated organisa- 
tions need to think carefully about 
their communication policies. For 
instance, what channels do they 
want to allow, how long do they want 
to retain data so they don't keep 
transient conversations that don't 
have business relevance but could 
be misconstrued if caught up in a 
disclosure process. 

Some regulated businesses, such 
as banks, have simply responded by 
prohibiting these messaging apps. A 
study by Global Relay this year 
found that 5996 of compliance teams 
have banned WhatsApp and other 
similar applications because of the 
recent banking fines. Despite that, 
only 2.6% of respondents said they 
were confident that banning such 
apps is an effective solution. 

"Its a knee-jerk reaction in 
response to the regulatory enforce- 
ment," says Viall. “If you send the 
message to everyone that WhatsApp 
isbanned, that is a first step. But you 
put yourself at considerable risk if 
that is your only approach. Regula- 
tors won't accept that and will apply 
extra scrutiny because they know 
it's probably still going on." 

Outright bans may also put firms at 
a competitive disadvantage if their 
peers have adopted technology to al- 
low employees to use WhatsApp in a 
compliant way, by filtering out per- 
sonal messages and keeping a record 
ofthe business communications. 

"It's important to find a solution to 
this," says Viall. "This isn't a trend. 
It's become a part of life." 
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How a risk-based approach 


could cut your compliance costs 


Combining a risk-based approach with the benefits of automation could 
help compliance teams handle the arrival of new rules more effectively 


deluge of new regulations is 
increasing pressure on global 
compliance teams. From the 


European Union's General Data 
Protection Regulation (GDPR) and 
Digital Operational Resilience Act 
(DORA) tothe UK’s Telecommunications 
Security Act (TSA), keeping up with the 
volume and pace of regulatory change 
has never been tougher. In 2022, there 
were more than 61,000 regulatory 
alerts issued globally - equivalent to 
234 regulatory updates every day, 
according to Thomson Reuters. 

And the risks of non-compliance are 
growing. For the most serious GDPR 
infractions, for example, fines can be as 
steep as €20m or 476 of annual reve- 
nue, whichever is higher. This intensi- 
fying regulatory backdrop, coupled 
with the threat of severe financial pen- 
alties, is making it more important than 
ever for companies to improve the way 
they manage compliance. 

"There's a lot of overlap between 
these different regulations, but quite 
often they will go to different parts of 
the organisation," says Simon Marvell, 
co-founder and director of Acuity Risk 
Management. "So they tend to be 
looked at independently, and that 
takes an awful lot of effort with an 
awful lot of duplication." 

Many organisations take what Marvell 
calls a bottom-up view of compliance, 
where managers or audit teams run 
down a checklist of controls and 
requirements and tick yes or no as to 
whether the control is in place. 

“If it's not in place, then they will 
usually ask: "What's the potential 
consequence? How likely is it to 
happen?' And then they give it a red, 
amber or green flag based on how 
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concerned they are about it from a 
risk point of view," says Marvell. "Tha 
means every requirement and every 
regulation is treated in the same way 
as you go down the checklist, which is 
pretty inefficient and costly. Tha 
approach doesn't work very wel 
because the auditor or person asking 
those questions often isn't someone 
who understands risk or can under- 
stand what the wider implications o 
the control failing would be." 

A more efficient and effective way isto 
take a top-down, risk-based approach 
that starts by looking at the objectives 
that organisations are seeking to 
achieve, Marvell says. Take an organisa- 
tion's supply chain, for example. Some 
new regulations, such as TSA and DORA, 
expect companies to manage risk 
across their supply chains. To manage 
that third-party risk, companies often 
take a bottom-up approach and send 
out questionnaires to their suppliers 
asking them about the policies and con- 
trols they have in place. 

"Again, it's a checkbox exercise and 
people can be a little liberal with the 
truth, so it's atime-consuming process 
that doesn't really tell us anything 
about risk at all," says Marvell. 

A risk-based approach instead looks 
at what the material risks are to the 
business within their supply chain. For 
instance, if a business objective is to 
grow market share, that could be 
threatened if, say, a product design 
supplier suffered a data breach and 
the company's intellectual property 
(IP) was stolen, says Marvell. 

"That's the starting point - what is 
really important to the business, and 
then narrowing down and focusing on 
the areas where there could be a mate- 
rial impact. So, if the concern is about 
IP theft, then that's the risk you need to 
protect against," he says. 

This risk-based approach also helps 
companies to prioritise when 
attempting to deal with multiple regu- 
lations at the same time, making it 
easier to develop risk mitigation strat- 
egies, says Kerry Chambers, CEO at 
Acuity Risk Management. 

This is where technology and auto- 
mation can help, by enabling organisa- 
tions to manage overlapping compli- 
ance requirements via a framework 
which maps the policies and controls 
that organisations already have in place 
against the relevant regulations. Done 
well, that could significantly reduce 
duplicated effort. 

Technology can also allow compli- 
ance teams to quantify the potential 
financial cost of certain risks instead of 
categorising threats with a vague ‘low’, 
‘medium’ or ‘high’ impact assessment. 


Where organisations have 
complex regulatory compliance 
requirements... using technology 
can streamline and automate the 
risk management process 


"When you look at risks such as loss of 
IP, for example, there are severe finan- 
cial implications to that," says Marvell. 
“By using technology to assess that risk 
and understand the potential financial 
loss profile, you can then have a discus- 
sion with senior leadership about what 
level of financial risk is tolerable to the 
organisation. And if you can under- 
stand the levels of financial risk, that 
can help you to make ROI-type (return 
on investment) decisions about what 
you're prepared to spend to mitigate 
those risks." 

Given the pace of regulatory change, 
automation in particular can make it 
easier for organisations to ensure their 


compliance efforts are up to date, while 
also maintaining a catalogue of evolving 
risks and mitigations. That can drasti- 
cally reduce manual effort, making 
compliance teams more efficient. 
"Where organisations have complex 
regulatory compliance requirements - 
particularly global organisations that 
have cross-border compliance con- 
cerns - using technology can stream- 
line and automate the risk manage- 
ment process," says Chambers. "It also 
allows organisations to look at risk in 
real time across their entire business, 
enabling them to make much more 
informed business decisions." 
Technology can also help when it 
comes to capturing and storing evi- 
dence for auditors and regulators to 
demonstrate compliance. That's par- 
ticularly important if there is an adverse 
event, such as customer data being 
stolen by hackers. Effective evidence 
storage can make the difference 
between a big fine or a lighter sanction. 
"Regulators recognise that you can't 
avoid risk altogether, so you may still 
have a data breach," says Marvell. "But 
if you've got evidence that shows 
you've been diligent and considered 
this risk and implemented certain pro- 
cesses and controls to manage it, 


here's a very realistic prospect that 
there will be no fine or a much smaller 
fine than otherwise would have been 
he case." 

Companies that are not investing in 
echnology to help them manage regu- 
atory change will ultimately continue 
o struggle under the weight and pace 
of new compliance requirements, ele- 
vating the risk of non-compliance. 

"If you're not using technology, then 
as an organisation you will have limited 
efficiency. That will make your deci- 
sion-making processes slower, and 
there's increased risk of human error. 
That will hinder you when it comes to 
making good decisions for the organi- 
sation," says Chambers. 


Find out more at 
https://bit.ly/acuity-stream 
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